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September 10, 2025

Michael Piepoli, P.E., Site Manager
Commonwealth Environmental Systems, L.P.
99 Commonwealth Road

Hegins, PA 17938

via email: ces@ceslfco.com

Re:  Second Environmental Assessment Review
Commonwealth Environmental Systems Landfill
Major Permit Modification Application — Southwest Expansion
Application No. 101615-A242
APS No. 1136269 Auth No. 1525113
Foster, Reilly, and Frailey Townships, Schuylkill County

Dear Mr. Piepoli:

On August 22, 2024, the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) received an application
from Commonwealth Environmental Systems, L.P. for a major modification for the Southwest
Expansion at the Commonwealth Environmental Systems (CES) Landfill. A Local Municipality
Involvement Process meeting was held on October 24, 2024. The application was found to be
complete and officially accepted on November 5, 2024. A First Environmental Assessment
Review letter was sent on April 14, 2025. A response was received from CES on June 13, 2025.

The following summarizes DEP’s review of the June 13, 2025 response. The scope of this
review is limited to harms and benefits of the proposed expansion and does not consider harms
and benefits associated with the current landfill as permitted other than to the extent that past
performance can be used as an indicator of future performance. The deficiencies identified are
based on applicable laws, regulations, and policies.

Form D Environmental Assessment Deficiencies

1. Section A Geologic: The site is currently in a groundwater assessment/abatement process
for elevated levels of nitrate in the original southern expansion area. The initial report
indicated the source was likely stormwater contaminated with leachate from an active
cell.  The operational modifications proposed by CES’s consultant, Highland
Geosciences, to prevent future occurrences, are all related to stormwater from cell
construction. However, CES’ response to the First Environmental Assessment review
letter for this comment noted that “it is unlikely that the stormwater discharge from
previous cell construction is the cause of the groundwater degradation observed in
monitoring wells MW-23 and MW-24.” CES should provide an update regarding the
investigation of the source of the groundwater degradation. If other potential sources
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have been identified, CES should explain what additional operational changes are being
taken to prevent future occurrences.

2. Section E Fish, Game and Plants: A Chapter 105 application (Application No. E5402225-
002) was submitted to the Department’s Waterways & Wetlands program. CES indicated
they will pursue a stream enclosure as the selected mitigation option for the impacted
portion of Gebhard Run. The stream enclosure will be constructed beneath the proposed
support facility footprint. Waterways and Wetlands program staff sent a technical
deficiency letter for the Chapter 105 application on August 1, 2025. It is not clear
whether the Chapter 105 application matches the stream enclosure description in the
waste application as the Waterways & Wetlands program described the impact as
permanent filling of a section of the stream. CES should clarify the mitigation plans and,
if necessary, update the waste application to match the Chapter 105 application plans and
description.

3. Section N Benefits and Harms, Harms, Groundwater Impacts: CES’ response to the First
Environmental Assessment review letter for this section stated that “CES and its
consultants have evaluated stormwater discharges, cover soil amendment infiltration, and
reverse osmosis treatment effluent discharge applications to roadways and determined
these are not likely to be the cause of the observed groundwater degradation. Based on
findings of the Groundwater Assessment Report, subsequent Groundwater Abatement
investigation, quarterly groundwater quality results from the compliance wells and
monitoring wells, and the timeline of cell construction/filling of the southern expansion
area, it appears likely that the groundwater degradation emanates from the southern
portions of the Southern Expansion Area, more specifically, Cells 1 or 2, or the SE-2
pumphouse leachate conveyance system.” This response is inconsistent with the
response to the Form D Geologic section (see number 1 above). In that response, CES
noted that based on the relatively low nitrate concentration observed in IW-2, it is
unlikely that the stormwater discharge from previous cell construction is the cause of the
groundwater degradation observed in monitoring wells MW-23 and MW-24. CES should
provide an update regarding the investigation to determine the source of the groundwater
degradation. If a different source has been identified, CES should explain what
additional operational changes are being taken to prevent future occurrences.

You must submit a response fully addressing each of the deficiencies set forth above within
60 business days.

If you believe that any of the stated deficiencies is not significant, instead of submitting a
response to that deficiency, you have the option of asking DEP to make a decision based on the
information with regard to the subject matter of that deficiency that you have already made
available. If you choose this option with regard to any deficiency, you should explain and justify
how your current submission satisfies that deficiency. Please keep in mind that if you fail to
respond, your application may be denied.
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Should you have any questions regarding the identified deficiencies, please contact Erika
Bloxham at ebloxham@pa.gov or (570) 826-2273 to discuss your concerns or to schedule a
meeting. The meeting must be scheduled within the 60-day period allotted for your reply, unless
otherwise extended by DEP.

Sincerely,
Roger Bellas

Program Manager
Waste Management Program

cc: Dominick DeNaples Jr. w/ enclosures (via email: dominickd@kslco.com)
LaBella Associates w/ enclosures (via email: crobinson@Ilabellapc.com)
Reilly Township w/ enclosures (via email: reillytownship@yahoo.com)
Foster Township w/ enclosures (via email: fostertwp@gmail.com)
Frailey Township w/ enclosures (via email: scott127@epix.net)
Schuylkill County w/ enclosures (via email: bhetherington@co.schuylkill.pa.us)
Schuylkill County Planning Commission w/ enclosures (via email:
ssmith@co.schuylkill.pa.us)
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