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Mcclennen, Bonnie

From: Maya van Rossum <Keepermaya@delawareriverkeeper.org>
Sent: Thursday, October 21, 2021 5:44 PM
To: EP, SERO ECB
Cc: McDonnell, Patrick; Patterson, Patrick; Robinson, Samuel; O'Leary, Brian N.; S Drummond; Steve 

Brown; Richard Orlow; slambert@eastwhiteland.org; dwikert@eastwhiteland.org; 
jnagel@eastwhiteland.org; Kacy Manahan; Freed, Mark L.; Daryl Grable; Molly Atz

Subject: [External] Bishop Tube Public Comment - resent b/c of problem with DEP link
Attachments: DRN to DEP oct 2021 re remedial action public notice.pdf

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To 
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov. 

Please see comment below & attached regarding Bishop Tube Public Hearing process. 
 
Please note, this is the second time I’m sending this email because if one cuts and pastes the address in the 
public notice the email does not go through.  This is another issue to be addressed by PADEP if you are truly 
interested in public comment.  

  
October 21, 2021 
  
Dustin A. Armstrong 
Environmental Protection Specialist  
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 
2 East Main Street 
Norristown, PA 19401  
  
RA-EP- SEROECB@pa.gov 

Subject:  Bishop Tube Public Comment 

September 24, 2021, after over 3 decades of inaction, the Pennsylvania DEP released a public notice announcing a public 
comment period regarding a proposed remedial response action for the Bishop Tube HSCA Site to address soil, 
groundwater, surface water, and a residential drinking water supply contaminated by chlorinated solvents and/or inorganic 
contaminants of concern (COCs). The PA Bulletin Notice stated that the administrative record will be open for comment 
from September 25, 2021, until January 3, 2022 and set a public hearing for November 9, 2021 during which only those 
who registered at least 24 hours in advance would be provided 3 minutes to testify. 

With all due respect, the DEP has shown a callous disregard to the East Whiteland community and the Little Valley Creek 
Watershed community; investing more time in crafting a deal that favors a developer than working to address the 
dangerous contamination and spreading pollution plume at/from the Bishop Tube site.  The health, lives, peace of mind, 
and safety of impacted communities have been put at risk and damaged by the industrial activities and resulting toxic 
contamination at this site.  DEP gave the residential developer, eager to make profits by constructing residential homes on 
a toxic site, incalculable hours and access to DEP staff over nearly 2 decades to make their case for residential 
development despite ongoing contamination and now you want to give the impacted community less than 2 months and 
just 3 minutes to assess a complicated remedial response plan and make their case to you at a public hearing regarding 
whether your proposed action is satisfactory for protecting their health, safety, environment and community.  And you top 
it all off with a written comment period that ends on January 3, 2022, the day after the biggest holiday season of the 
year.  It is notable and striking that DEP staff ensured that their holiday season was protected from this schedule; i.e. a 
hearing well before Thanksgiving and a comment review process that only begins after the year-end holiday season, while 
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ensuring that the communities impacted by the toxic contamination of the site and its proposed residential development 
received the full blow of emotional, economic, and time pressure this punishing schedule will inflict.  DEP’s leadership 
should be ashamed of themselves for this schedule – a schedule clearly designed to punish impacted communities for 
having the gall to stand up and demand government undertake protective action.     

It is time to show the East Whiteland and Little Valley Creek community the regard, respect and care they deserve by 
providing a more appropriate review, comment and hearing schedule and access to ask questions and get answers essential 
for informing their understanding of the proposal and perspective regarding what is being proposed.  

We would like to see the review, hearing and comment process revised as follows: 

 November 9, 2021 date changed from a hearing to a presentation where DEP presents to the community the 
details of its remedial action plan and answers questions posed by the community regarding what is being 
proposed. 

 A public hearing and written comment deadline in late January so communities have a full period of time to 
review what is being proposed and to consider their comments that is not impacted by year-end holidays and are 
scheduled no earlier than January 31, 2022.   

 The public given a more rational amount of time to testify at the public hearing; 3 minutes is wholly inappropriate 
given the highly detailed and technical proposal at issue and given the serious and significant impacts suffered by 
the community.  Seven minutes is more rational. And DEP should remove all suggestion that community groups 
and organizations should feel constrained in offering testimony with limitations that only one person from a group 
can speak – community members are organized and united and a part of several groups; to suggest that a resident 
should not be entitled to speak because they are part of an organization from which another person has already 
testified, or to suggest that an organization that has multiple technical experts should not be given the time to 
allow each of those experts to testify in order to ensure a fully informed DEP and present public is simply 
inappropriate and unacceptable.  In addition, one week should be provided between the hearing and the end of the 
written comment period to allow residents to benefit from what they have heard and learned during the public 
hearing process. 

We would like you to announce a decision to change the November 9th meeting from a hearing to a public information 
session ASAP and no later than October 27, 2021, and announce an extended comment process within that same time 
frame. 

The toxic conditions at this site are serious and need immediate attention and action and so this process needs to continue 
to advance apace; but it cannot and should not do so at the expense of ensuring the public has a full and fair opportunity to 
consider the detailed and highly technical information provided and to be meaningfully heard. 

With regards, 

 

Maya K. van Rossum 
the Delaware Riverkeeper 
  
  
Maya K. van Rossum 
the Delaware Riverkeeper 
* Leader of the Delaware Riverkeeper Network 
* Author of The Green Amendment, Securing Our Right to a Healthy Environment.    
* Founder of the national Green Amendment For The Generations movement 
  
Pronouns: she, her, hers 
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Delaware Riverkeeper Network  
925 Canal Street, Suite 3701, Bristol, PA 19007 
215 369 1188 ext 102 
  
Website:  www.delawareriverkeeper.org 
Twitter: @MayaKvanRossum 
  
Order The Green Amendment at : http://bit.ly/TheGreenAmendment 
Or here: 

 
  
  
  



 

 

 

 

October 21, 2021 

 

Dustin A. Armstrong 

Environmental Protection Specialist  

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

2 East Main Street 

Norristown, PA 19401  

 

RA-EP- SEROECB@pa.gov 

Subject:  Bishop Tube Public Comment 

September 24, 2021, after over 3 decades of inaction, the Pennsylvania DEP released a public notice 

announcing a public comment period regarding a proposed remedial response action for the Bishop Tube 

HSCA Site to address soil, groundwater, surface water, and a residential drinking water supply 

contaminated by chlorinated solvents and/or inorganic contaminants of concern (COCs). The PA Bulletin 

Notice stated that the administrative record will be open for comment from September 25, 2021, until 

January 3, 2022 and set a public hearing for November 9, 2021 during which only those who registered at 

least 24 hours in advance would be provided 3 minutes to testify. 

With all due respect, the DEP has shown a callous disregard to the East Whiteland community and the Little 

Valley Creek Watershed community; investing more time in crafting a deal that favors a developer than 

working to address the dangerous contamination and spreading pollution plume at/from the Bishop Tube 

site.  The health, lives, peace of mind, and safety of impacted communities have been put at risk and 

damaged by the industrial activities and resulting toxic contamination at this site.  DEP gave the residential 

developer, eager to make profits by constructing residential homes on a toxic site, incalculable hours and 

access to DEP staff over nearly 2 decades to make their case for residential development despite ongoing 

contamination and now you want to give the impacted community less than 2 months and just 3 minutes to 

assess a complicated remedial response plan and make their case to you at a public hearing regarding 

whether your proposed action is satisfactory for protecting their health, safety, environment and community.  

And you top it all off with a written comment period that ends on January 3, 2022, the day after the biggest 

holiday season of the year.  It is notable and striking that DEP staff ensured that their holiday season was 

protected from this schedule; i.e. a hearing well before Thanksgiving and a comment review process that 

only begins after the year-end holiday season, while ensuring that the communities impacted by the toxic 

contamination of the site and its proposed residential development received the full blow of emotional, 

economic, and time pressure this punishing schedule will inflict.  DEP’s leadership should be ashamed of 
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themselves for this schedule – a schedule clearly designed to punish impacted communities for having the 

gall to stand up and demand government undertake protective action.     

It is time to show the East Whiteland and Little Valley Creek community the regard, respect and care they 

deserve by providing a more appropriate review, comment and hearing schedule and access to ask questions 

and get answers essential for informing their understanding of the proposal and perspective regarding what 

is being proposed.  

We would like to see the review, hearing and comment process revised as follows: 

• November 9, 2021 date changed from a hearing to a presentation where DEP presents to the 

community the details of its remedial action plan and answers questions posed by the community 

regarding what is being proposed. 

• A public hearing and written comment deadline in late January so communities have a full period of 

time to review what is being proposed and to consider their comments that is not impacted by year-

end holidays and are scheduled no earlier than January 31, 2022.   

• The public given a more rational amount of time to testify at the public hearing; 3 minutes is wholly 

inappropriate given the highly detailed and technical proposal at issue and given the serious and 

significant impacts suffered by the community.  Seven minutes is more rational. And DEP should 

remove all suggestion that community groups and organizations should feel constrained in offering 

testimony with limitations that only one person from a group can speak – community members are 

organized and united and a part of several groups; to suggest that a resident should not be entitled to 

speak because they are part of an organization from which another person has already testified, or to 

suggest that an organization that has multiple technical experts should not be given the time to allow 

each of those experts to testify in order to ensure a fully informed DEP and present public is simply 

inappropriate and unacceptable.  In addition, one week should be provided between the hearing and 

the end of the written comment period to allow residents to benefit from what they have heard and 

learned during the public hearing process. 

We would like you to announce a decision to change the November 9th meeting from a hearing to a public 

information session ASAP and no later than October 27, 2021, and announce an extended comment process 

within that same time frame. 

The toxic conditions at this site are serious and need immediate attention and action and so this process 

needs to continue to advance apace; but it cannot and should not do so at the expense of ensuring the public 

has a full and fair opportunity to consider the detailed and highly technical information provided and to be 

meaningfully heard. 

With regards, 

 

Maya K. van Rossum 

the Delaware Riverkeeper 

 



From: Maya van Rossum
To: EP, SERO ECB; EP, SERO ECB
Cc: McDonnell, Patrick; Patterson, Patrick; Robinson, Samuel; O"Leary, Brian N.; S Drummond; Steve Brown; Richard

Orlow; slambert@eastwhiteland.org; dwikert@eastwhiteland.org; jnagel@eastwhiteland.org; Kacy Manahan;
Freed, Mark L.; Daryl Grable; Molly Atz

Subject: [External] Bishop Tube Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 4:22:50 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.jpg
image003.png

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or
attachments from unknown sources. To report suspicious email, forward the message as an
attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Thank you for this response and information.
I will review the modified comment schedule with the community.
Regarding the odd space that prevented a copy and paste of the email address, I stand by my
comment and experience but am glad you have remedied.
Yes, I would like every letter and email I submit to the formal comment email address with the
subject Bishop tube Public Comment as provided for in the public notice, be included in the
formal public record – this email among them.
Respectfully,
Maya
 
Maya K. van Rossum
the Delaware Riverkeeper
* Leader of the Delaware Riverkeeper Network
* Author of The Green Amendment, Securing Our Right to a Healthy Environment.   
* Founder of the national Green Amendment For The Generations movement
 
Pronouns: she, her, hers
 
Delaware Riverkeeper Network 
925 Canal Street, Suite 3701, Bristol, PA 19007
215 369 1188 ext 102
 
Website:  www.delawareriverkeeper.org
Twitter: @MayaKvanRossum
 
Order The Green Amendment at : http://bit.ly/TheGreenAmendment
Or here:
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From: "EP, SERO ECB" <RA-EP-SEROECB@pa.gov>
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 at 1:19 PM
To: "Maya K. van Rossum" <Keepermaya@delawareriverkeeper.org>, "EP, SERO ECB" <RA-EP-
SEROECB@pa.gov>
Cc: Patrick McDonnell <pmcdonnell@pa.gov>, Patrick Patterson <patpatters@pa.gov>, Sam
Robinson <sdrobinson@pa.gov>, Brian O'Leary <boleary@chesco.org>, S Drummond
<Sdrummond@eastwhiteland.org>, Steve Brown <sbrown@eastwhiteland.org>, Richard
Orlow <rorlow@eastwhiteland.org>, Scott Lambert <slambert@eastwhiteland.org>,
"dwikert@eastwhiteland.org" <dwikert@eastwhiteland.org>, John Nagle
<jnagel@eastwhiteland.org>, Kacy Manahan <Kacy@delawareriverkeeper.org>, "Freed, Mark
L." <MLF@curtinheefner.com>, Daryl Grable <Daryl@delawareriverkeeper.org>, Molly Atz
<mollydelawareriverkeeper@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: [External] Bishop Tube Public Comment - resent b/c of problem with DEP link
 
Thank you for your email concerning the public comment period associated with the Bishop
Tube Site.   We have double checked the email address: RA-EP-SEROECB@pa.gov . It
accurately appears on our website and in notices in the PA Bulletin and in the Chester County
Daily Local.  Please note there are no spaces.  At your request:
 

DEP has extended the time period of 100 days, which DEP extended from the mandated
90-day comment period in consideration of the holidays, for review of the
administrative record and submission of public comment from January 3, 2022 until
January 31, 2022.
The Virtual Public Hearing will continue as planned on Tuesday, November 9, 2021,
beginning at 6:30 PM.  However, DEP is extending testimony allotments from 3 minutes
to 5 minutes per commenter.  Please note, all comments, whether delivered orally
during the virtual hearing or submitted in writing, carry equal weight and consideration
with DEP.  
To provide an overview of DEP’s proposed remedial response action and aid in the
formation of comments, DEP has prepared, in advance of the hearing, a 30-minute
video presentation available for review on our website: www.dep.pa.gov/bishoptube.

 
We will be communicating these changes in a Community Update, scheduled to be sent later
this afternoon. The revised notices will be published in the PA Bulletin and Chester County
Daily Local on November 5, 2021.
 
Please advise us whether you intended to submit your letter and email, as a formal public
comment to DEP’s proposed remedial response action.  If so, DEP will incorporate them and
this response into the Administrative Record and into the response to public comments

mailto:RA-EP-SEROECB@pa.gov
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document. 
 
Thank you for bringing these concerns to our attention.
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dustin Armstrong | Environmental Protection Specialist 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
Department of Environmental Protection 
 

From: Maya van Rossum <Keepermaya@delawareriverkeeper.org> 
Sent: Thursday, October 21, 2021 5:44 PM
To: EP, SERO ECB <RA-EP-SEROECB@pa.gov>
Cc: McDonnell, Patrick <pmcdonnell@pa.gov>; Patterson, Patrick <patpatters@pa.gov>; Robinson,
Samuel <sdrobinson@pa.gov>; O'Leary, Brian N. <boleary@chesco.org>; S Drummond
<Sdrummond@eastwhiteland.org>; Steve Brown <sbrown@eastwhiteland.org>; Richard Orlow
<rorlow@eastwhiteland.org>; slambert@eastwhiteland.org; dwikert@eastwhiteland.org;
jnagel@eastwhiteland.org; Kacy Manahan <Kacy@delawareriverkeeper.org>; Freed, Mark L.
<MLF@curtinheefner.com>; Daryl Grable <Daryl@delawareriverkeeper.org>; Molly Atz
<mollydelawareriverkeeper@gmail.com>
Subject: [External] Bishop Tube Public Comment - resent b/c of problem with DEP link
 

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or
attachments from unknown sources. To report suspicious email, forward the message as an
attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Please see comment below & attached regarding Bishop Tube Public Hearing process.
 
Please note, this is the second time I’m sending this email because if one cuts and pastes the
address in the public notice the email does not go through.  This is another issue to be
addressed by PADEP if you are truly interested in public comment.
 
October 21, 2021
 
Dustin A. Armstrong
Environmental Protection Specialist
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
2 East Main Street
Norristown, PA 19401
 
RA-EP- SEROECB@pa.gov

Subject:  Bishop Tube Public Comment

mailto:CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov
mailto:SEROECB@pa.gov


September 24, 2021, after over 3 decades of inaction, the Pennsylvania DEP released a public
notice announcing a public comment period regarding a proposed remedial response action for
the Bishop Tube HSCA Site to address soil, groundwater, surface water, and a residential
drinking water supply contaminated by chlorinated solvents and/or inorganic contaminants of
concern (COCs). The PA Bulletin Notice stated that the administrative record will be open for
comment from September 25, 2021, until January 3, 2022 and set a public hearing for
November 9, 2021 during which only those who registered at least 24 hours in advance would
be provided 3 minutes to testify.

With all due respect, the DEP has shown a callous disregard to the East Whiteland community
and the Little Valley Creek Watershed community; investing more time in crafting a deal that
favors a developer than working to address the dangerous contamination and spreading
pollution plume at/from the Bishop Tube site.  The health, lives, peace of mind, and safety of
impacted communities have been put at risk and damaged by the industrial activities and
resulting toxic contamination at this site.  DEP gave the residential developer, eager to make
profits by constructing residential homes on a toxic site, incalculable hours and access to DEP
staff over nearly 2 decades to make their case for residential development despite ongoing
contamination and now you want to give the impacted community less than 2 months and just
3 minutes to assess a complicated remedial response plan and make their case to you at a
public hearing regarding whether your proposed action is satisfactory for protecting their
health, safety, environment and community.  And you top it all off with a written comment
period that ends on January 3, 2022, the day after the biggest holiday season of the year.  It is
notable and striking that DEP staff ensured that their holiday season was protected from this
schedule; i.e. a hearing well before Thanksgiving and a comment review process that only
begins after the year-end holiday season, while ensuring that the communities impacted by the
toxic contamination of the site and its proposed residential development received the full blow
of emotional, economic, and time pressure this punishing schedule will inflict.  DEP’s
leadership should be ashamed of themselves for this schedule – a schedule clearly designed to
punish impacted communities for having the gall to stand up and demand government
undertake protective action.   

It is time to show the East Whiteland and Little Valley Creek community the regard, respect
and care they deserve by providing a more appropriate review, comment and hearing schedule
and access to ask questions and get answers essential for informing their understanding of the
proposal and perspective regarding what is being proposed.

We would like to see the review, hearing and comment process revised as follows:

November 9, 2021 date changed from a hearing to a presentation where DEP presents to the
community the details of its remedial action plan and answers questions posed by the
community regarding what is being proposed.
A public hearing and written comment deadline in late January so communities have a full
period of time to review what is being proposed and to consider their comments that is not
impacted by year-end holidays and are scheduled no earlier than January 31, 2022. 
The public given a more rational amount of time to testify at the public hearing; 3 minutes is
wholly inappropriate given the highly detailed and technical proposal at issue and given the
serious and significant impacts suffered by the community.  Seven minutes is more rational.
And DEP should remove all suggestion that community groups and organizations should feel



constrained in offering testimony with limitations that only one person from a group can
speak – community members are organized and united and a part of several groups; to suggest
that a resident should not be entitled to speak because they are part of an organization from
which another person has already testified, or to suggest that an organization that has multiple
technical experts should not be given the time to allow each of those experts to testify in order
to ensure a fully informed DEP and present public is simply inappropriate and unacceptable. 
In addition, one week should be provided between the hearing and the end of the written
comment period to allow residents to benefit from what they have heard and learned during
the public hearing process.

We would like you to announce a decision to change the November 9th meeting from a
hearing to a public information session ASAP and no later than October 27, 2021, and
announce an extended comment process within that same time frame.

The toxic conditions at this site are serious and need immediate attention and action and so
this process needs to continue to advance apace; but it cannot and should not do so at the
expense of ensuring the public has a full and fair opportunity to consider the detailed and
highly technical information provided and to be meaningfully heard.

With regards,

Maya K. van Rossum
the Delaware Riverkeeper
 
 
Maya K. van Rossum
the Delaware Riverkeeper
* Leader of the Delaware Riverkeeper Network
* Author of The Green Amendment, Securing Our Right to a Healthy Environment.   
* Founder of the national Green Amendment For The Generations movement
 
Pronouns: she, her, hers
 
Delaware Riverkeeper Network 
925 Canal Street, Suite 3701, Bristol, PA 19007
215 369 1188 ext 102
 
Website:  www.delawareriverkeeper.org
Twitter: @MayaKvanRossum
 
Order The Green Amendment at : http://bit.ly/TheGreenAmendment
Or here:
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