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RECYCLING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROJECT # 550
DOVER TOWNSHIP, YORK COUNTY
INCREASING RECYCLING DIVERSION AND PARTICIPATION BY
BUSINESSES AND RESIDENTS
1.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Dover Township is located 8 miles northwest of the City of York in a predominately rural area
experiencing growth within its 42.1 square miles. The Township’s population increased by 3,000
persons between 2000 and 2010 to 21,078 as determined by the Federal census. A total of 8,071
households in the Township are serviced for recycling and municipal waste collection by Penn Waste,
Inc. of Emigsville, York County. The five-year contract dated July 2012 includes a one-year renewal
clause. Businesses operating within Dover Township are served by three hauling companies including
Penn Waste, Republic Services and Waste Management. The Dover Area School District is serviced
by Republic Services. The Township desires to implement techniques to increase recycling
participation and diversion, including a bid for services that would award one contractor the rights to
provide hauling services for residents, businesses and schools.

2.

SUMMARY OF WORK COMPLETED

MSW Consultants reviewed and provided comments on Dover Township’s ordinances governing
municipal collection and disposal of municipal waste, outdoor burning, and the Township’s resolution
identifying materials to be recycled. MSW Consultants interviewed officials at Susquehanna Township,
Dauphin County, about the features of that Township’s single-hauler municipal waste and recycling
hauling contract and collection program. MSW Consultants contacted Penn Waste and the York
County Solid Waste Authority for information on residential recycling containers provided by and/or
available from those entities. MSW Consultants gathered information about the features of recycling
incentive programs provided by the City of Philadelphia, the Blair County IRC, Mechanicsburg
Borough, Cumberland County, and the Centre County Recycling and Refuse Authority. With this
report, MSW Consultants is outlining a strategy to increase recycling participation and diversion by
residents, businesses and schools, and is providing a sample bid/contract document for single-hauler
services (Appendix A) and a copy of the Susquehanna Township ordinance authorizing single hauler
collection for all entities within the Township (Appendix E).

2.1

REVIEW OF DOVER TOWNSHIP SOLID WASTE AND OPEN
BURNING ORDINANCES AND RECYCLING RESOLUTION

The ordinance review included Dover Township Ordinance Chapter 20, Solid Waste, Supp. III,
revised 1/5/2009; Fire Prevention and Fire Protection Ordinance, Part 2, Open Burning Supp. 1,
added 2/12/2007; and Resolution 2008-10 designating the items to be recycled in the Township
pursuant to Chapter 20. Specific recommendations are provided in Appendix B. The municipal
recycling requirements of Pennsylvania’s recycling law, Act 101, Section 1501 appear as Appendix C.
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2.2

SUSQUEHANNA TOWNSHIP, DAUPHIN COUNTY, SINGLE
HAULER COLLECTION PROGRAM

It is estimated that less than a half-dozen municipalities in Pennsylvania have municipal waste and
recyclables collected by one hauler serving residents, businesses and schools. Kutztown Borough,
Berks County, provides such collection on a municipal basis. Susquehanna Township, Dauphin
County, has had contracted single hauler collection, as authorized by Township Ordinance, for more
than 20 years. Susquehanna Township Manager Gary Myers cites administrative, educational and
environmental benefits of this system. In anticipation of the Township’s current contract, Mr. Myers
conducted a pre-bid conference with three potential bidders, the Township’s Health Office and
Solicitor to air concerns with the Township’s single hauler approach and solicit suggestions for
improving the forthcoming bid document. The Township awarded the bid to Penn Waste, Inc. for a
term of five years with a five-year renewal clause. Mr. Myers anticipates holding another pre-bid
conference in preparation for the next solicitation prior to expiration of the current contract in 2015.
Penn Waste collects recycling single-stream from all Susquehanna residents, schools and most
businesses in the Township. The Ordinance provides for collection exemptions for commercial
entities with special needs such as paper shredding/document destruction. Reports are required to be
filed with the Township identifying the types and quantities of materials recycled. Examples of
exempted businesses include Capital Blue Cross, the Pennsylvania State Employees Credit Union and
United Concordia. The Township also allows residential exemptions on a quarterly basis for
“snowbirds” and others who are absent from their properties for periods of time. Penn Waste
routinely performs route audits to assess participation in the collection program. Penn Waste provides
monthly and annual reports to the Township on waste and recycling quantities. A comparison of
Dover and Susquehanna Township 2012 recycling data is presented in Table 1.
Table 1 2012 Recycling Data Comparison *
Township

Residential
Recycling
Tons

Residential
Residue
Tons

Commercial
Recycling
Tons

Commercial
Residue
Tons

Total
Recycling
Tons

Population

1,441.3

216.2

368.2

0.0

1,593.4

21,078

16,862.4

9.4%

Susquehanna
1,941.9
291.2
4,798.2
* Data does not include electronics or leaf/yard waste recycling

719.7

5,729.2

24,026

19,220.8

29.8%

Dover

MSW
Recycling
Generation
Rate
Tons

Under the terms of the contract, Penn Waste supplies Susquehanna Township residents with recycling
containers (32-gallon green Rehrig-Pacific brand), and yard waste containers (32-gallon yellow
Rubbermaid Brute brand). If additional capacity is needed by a household, additional containers are
available at no cost to the resident or Township. The containers remain the property of Penn Waste.
The Township also provides smaller recycling bins (20-gallon green ORBIS brand) to residents,
particularly seniors, who do not need a 32-gallon capacity container for recyclables. Penn Waste also
offers Township residents an alternate Pay-by-Bag waste collection service for those generating one
or fewer bags of waste weekly. Of 6,900 residential housing units in the Township, slightly more than
1,000 participate in the Pay-by-Bag program. The service requires purchase of a minimum of 34 bags
annually at $3.10/bag or $107/year. Most customers pick up the specially-marked 32-gallon orange
bags at the Township’s Municipal building and some pay a fee of $5.00 to have the bags mailed. Under
2
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Pay-by-Bag, unlimited recycling, unlimited monthly yard waste collection and one bulky item/week
services are included at no additional cost to the resident. The $107 Pay-by-Bag annual cost is onehalf of Penn Waste’s $214.44 annual residential fee for collection of up to four (4) 32-gallon bags or
containers of trash per week including the recycling, yard waste and bulk item services. Township
Manager Gary Myers and Penn Waste’s Ed Ward view the Pay-by-Bag program as an incentive to
recycle. An added plus for Susquehanna Township administrators and staff is Penn Waste’s
performance of billing and collections for its Susquehanna Township customers.

2.3

RECYCLING INCENTIVE PROGRAMS

The City of Philadelphia conducted the country’s pilot RecycleBank program in 2005. Households in
two City neighborhoods were rewarded with RecycleBank points if they set out minimum weights of
recyclables each collection week. The RecycleBank points were redeemed for coupons from local and
national sponsors. The selected households were provided with wheeled recycling carts containing
radio frequency identification (RFID) chips that permitted the carts and the weight of recyclables to
be associated with specific households. The carts were collected by a semi-automated lift truck that
read the RFID tags, weighed the carts and recorded the weight of recyclables. The cart lids were
embossed with written instructions and graphics of what could be recycled. Although the pilot
program was discontinued due to its operational costs, a hybrid RecycleBank points program was later
“reinstated” City-wide within Philadelphia’s expanded single-stream recycling collection program.
Details on the revamped “Philadelphia Recycling Rewards Program” can be found at this web link:
http://www.philadelphiastreets.com/recycling-rewards.
The Blair County Intermunicipal Relations Committee (IRC) developed a recycling rewards program
for its member municipalities that was launched in the spring of 2011. The “Recycling Awards”
program provides an opportunity for residents of the City of Altoona, Logan Township, and the
Boroughs of Hollidaysburg and Tyrone to receive a prize if their recycling bins are properly prepared.
The IRC’s Recycling Patrol visits neighborhoods each recycling collection week in search of the
“Perfect Bin.” The first household identified with a Perfect Bin is selected to receive a $50 gift card
provided by one of three local grocery chains. Although the program serves a broad geographic area,
the Recycling Patrol does not discover a Perfect Bin during each survey. The IRC uses this as an
educational opportunity to leave behind recycling instructions and a checklist noting why a particular
recycling bin has not been deemed a Perfect Bin. A flyer describing the program is included in this
report as Appendix D.
Mechanicsburg Borough, Cumberland County initiated an annual Commercial Recycling Award
program in 2011 to recognize outstanding recycling by businesses. Nominations for the awards can
be made by Borough residents, the Borough’s Citizens Recycling Advisory Committee or directly by
the businesses. A formal award certificate presentation to the winner is made before Borough Council
in conjunction with America Recycles Day each November. The businesses and their recycling
programs have received media and press attention. In observance of Earth Day 2014, Mechanicsburg
launched a “Recycle Right Rewards” program to recognize the recycling effort of its residents. Similar
to the Blair County IRC program, recycling bins are surveyed along collection routes in hopes of
discovering recycling bins containing only the materials specified for inclusion in the recycling
program. One of five collection routes is selected for survey each month. The addresses of the
households with properly prepared recycling bins are noted and provided to Borough Office staff for
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a random drawing to select a monthly winner. Prizes provided by local merchants have been in the
form of gift cards or certificates and are awarded at Borough Council meetings.
The Centre County Recycling and Refuse Authority (CCRRA) has been promoting recycling
competitions for Centre County schools since the 2009 inception of the Professional Recyclers of
Pennsylvania (PROP) GreenSylvania paper recycling competition. The Authority added the Keep
America Beautiful (KAB) Recycle-Bowl competition, which includes a variety of recyclables, in 2012.
Both programs seek reports from schools on the weight of materials collected during a defined period
in the fall in association with the November 15 America Recycles Day. CCRRA added a third
competition for Earth Day 2014: The Plastic Bag Challenge, a collection drive sponsored by the
Authority, the Centre Region COG, KAB’s “A Bag’s Life” program, Lowe’s, TREX, and Weis
Markets. The competitions receive a healthy response from the County’s schools. The excitement
generated by the 2014 Plastic Bag Challenge was beyond expectation. A total of 5,631 pounds,
estimated to represent more than 360,000 bags, was collected by students and parents. Awards were
presented for the greatest weight of bags collected on a school per-capita basis. The two winning
schools received raised bed gardens donated by Lowe’s, and all participating schools received
handsome park benches donated Weis Markets. The prizes were made from TREX composite
lumber.

2.4

STRATEGY TO INCREASE RECYCLING PARTICIPATION AND
DIVERSION IN DOVER TOWNSHIP

Dover Township has many existing elements common to successful recycling programs. The
Township has a mandatory recycling ordinance compelling participation. The residents, businesses
and schools are served by capable, experienced hauling companies. The Township contracts for the
hauling and disposition of municipal waste, leaf waste, bulk item and single-stream recycling collection.
Residents have been provided with 32-gallon recycling containers and single-stream recycling
instructions. The Township’s recycling and waste hauler, Penn Waste Inc., offers three tiers of
residential waste collection service, potentially encouraging recycling for residents choosing the least
costly service that meets their needs. Residents have the option of electing the Penn Waste Pay-perBag service at a cost of $150/year contrasted with the four bag/week cost of $171.60 and the 95 gallon
cart service costing $179.40 annually. Dover Township maintains a recycling web page with links to
commercial recycling and residential recycling instructions. Penn Waste handles billing and collections
for its services. In order to increase recycling participation and diversion, adjustments to some of
these program elements are recommended.
Residential Recycling. Penn Waste, Inc. reports increased residential recycling in Dover Township
since July 2012 when the company initiated collections under the present hauling contract. Penn
Waste indicated it collected 814 residential tons of recyclables in the initial six-month contract period.
Dover Township reported a total of 1,441 residential tons of recyclables collected in 2012, combining
tonnage collected by Penn Waste and the prior contractor. Penn Waste’s figures for 2013 indicate
1,620 tons of residential recyclables collected, an increase of 12.4 percent. Penn Waste’s Ed Ward
attributes the increase to the deployment and use of 32-gallon recycling containers. Based on trials,
the company favors 32-gallon recycling containers over wheeled carts and will provide additional 32gallon containers to residents needing additional capacity. 2014 collections through May total 657
residential recycling tons. Ed Ward cautions that while the cold winter/spring season may have
impacted the recycling total, Dover Township shows a potential to recycle between 140-150 tons of
4
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residential recyclables each month or an average between 8–8.5 pounds per household per week.
According to Ed Ward, increased educational efforts should boost recycling performance to 9 or more
pounds per household per week, a performance level common to other York County municipalities
with mature recycling programs.
Recommended recycling educational improvements include enhancing recycling instructions and
implementing recycling incentive programs. To assist with residential education, Dover Township
should provide a direct link on its web site to the Penn Waste residential recycling guidelines .pdf file:
http://www.pennwaste.com/wp-content/uploads/Residential-Recycle-Guidelines-Web-4-14.pdf.
The Township should consider providing print copies of the Penn Waste residential recycling
guidelines at the Township office, and distributing print copies with similar content by direct mail or
in conjunction with sewer/water bill mailings. A recycling incentive program modeled after the Blair
County IRC or Mechanicsburg Borough recycling rewards programs could be implemented to
stimulate residential interest and participation. Dover Township could encourage local merchants or
grocery chains to provide prizes. As an alternate, funds from Act 101 Section 904 Recycling
Performance Grant funds awarded to the Township could be tapped to fund prizes.
Commercial and Institutional Recycling – The Dover Township tax rolls and sewer and water
customer lists should be reviewed and compared to identify a comprehensive list of businesses
operating in the Township. The businesses should be approached in person or through regular mail
with an informational packet containing the recycling requirements outlined in Township Ordinance
20, Section 20-206 (Apartments, Condominiums, Mobile Home Parks), or Section 20-208
(Commercial and Institutional Establishments). The Township’s list of materials to be recycled by
non-residential entities should be included in the packet. The Township should consider posting the
recycling requirements of each of the three hauling companies serving these entities on the Township’s
web site.
The Penn Waste Commercial Recycling Guidelines are an example:
http://www.pennwaste.com/wp-content/uploads/CommGuidelines_4-14-WEB.pdf.
The Township should consider one or more recycling incentive programs for the students of the
Dover Area School District, and a Commercial Recycling Awards program to stimulate interest and
participation in recycling by its businesses.
Single Hauler Bid for Services and Contract – The institution of a single hauler system to service all
residential, commercial, institutional and municipal establishments in Dover Township would provide
specific benefits to the Township, its residents and environment. A reduction in the number of waste
hauling trucks servicing the Township on a daily basis would benefit traffic safety and air quality and
reduce road wear and noise. Recordkeeping required by Ordinance 20, Section 20-216, #3 would be
simplified under a single hauler system. Recycling by businesses operating in the Township that are
not included in hauler reports would be more readily identified for compliance, education and
reporting needs. Education of recycling requirements, including the materials to be recycled, would
be uniform and applicable to all Township establishments. It is recommended that the Township
explore the contracted single hauler approach and discuss it with all interested haulers in a pre-bid
conference in advance of the expiration of the current residential hauling contract in 2018.
Susquehanna Township’s Chapter 20 Ordinance, Part 1, Garbage and Refuse, and Part 2, Waste
Reduction and Recycling, define “Township Collector” and “Authorized Collector,” respectively and
establish the ability of the Township to contract for collection services while giving exclusive collection
rights to its designated contractor.
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3.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

This Recycling Technical Assistance report provides specific guidance on a finite set of solutions as
part of the scope of services for this effort. Accordingly, it was not the intent of this project to seek
out a range of options for consideration by the Township. The Township if left to select whichever
option(s) it deems most appropriate.

4.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the strategy outlined in Section 2.4, it is recommended that Dover Township consider:
 Amending Dover Township Ordinance 20 to require waste haulers to be licensed under the
authority of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania per Act 90 of 2002. Remove references to
licensing by Dover Township and license fees payable to the Township.
 Revising Township Resolution 2008-19 to list the recyclables collected under the current
residential recycling hauling contract.
 Upgrading the recycling education information available on the Dover Township web site to be
consistent with current recycling collection practices. Include a direct link to its contractor’s (Penn
Waste, Inc.) residential recycling guidelines.
 Providing hard copies of the Penn Waste residential recycling guidelines at the Township Office
and consider an annual mailing of the guidelines piggybacked with sewer/water bills.
 Promoting that additional 32-gallon recycling containers may be provided by Penn Waste for
residents in need of additional capacity.
 Designing and implementing a residential recycling incentive program to reward Dover Township
residents for good recycling practices.
 Developing a list of all businesses operating within the Township as well as owners of apartment
complexes and trailer parks, and condominium housing associations or property management
companies. Providing each with a packet of Dover Township’s recycling requirements including
the list of materials to be separated from municipal waste for recycling as required by the Township
and any additional materials collected by the commercial haulers operating within the Township.
An annual reporting form should be included for any commercial entity that is not a customer of
the commercial haulers or included in the haulers’ annual recycling reports to the Township.
 Designing and implementing an annual commercial recycling awards program for businesses.
Encourage the Dover Area School District to participate in the PROP GreenSylvania and/or the
KAB Recycle-Bowl recycling competitions each fall.
 With the timing of the expiration of the residential collection contract in mind, the Township
should conduct a pre-bid conference with all interested haulers and the Township Solicitor to
discuss the possibility and features of a single hauler bid for services for the next contract period.
 If determined to be feasible as a result of the pre-bid conference and resultant recommendations,
amend Dover Township Ordinance 20 to authorize a single hauler to provide exclusive collection
of all municipal waste and recyclables generated in the Township by residents, and commercial,
institutional and municipal establishments.
6
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Review of Dover Township Ordinances and Resolution
1. Chapter 20. Chapter 20 is constructed to be consistent with Pennsylvania’s Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling
and Waste Reduction Act of 1988, Act 101, and Pennsylvania’s Municipal Waste Regulations with one exception.
There is no provision to ensure recycling at municipal establishments as required by Act 101 Section 1501 (c) (1)
(iii).
Because a regulatory definition for “Municipal Establishment” is not included in Act 101 or the Municipal Waste
Regulations, the following definition for “Municipal Establishment” is suggested:
Municipal Establishment - of, or pertaining to, any office or other property under the control of any branch or
arm of the Federal Government of the United States of America, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or
any political subdivision of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania including, but not limited to, York County,
Dover Township, and any municipal authority.
References to Dover Township’s licensing of haulers in Chapter 20 are in conflict with Pennsylvania’s Act 90 of
1992, Chapter 62, Waste Transportation Safety Act. Act 90 gives sole authority to the Commonwealth to license
waste transporters operating in Pennsylvania. It is recommended that Chapter 20 be amended within the following
Sections:


20-117. Licensing of Collectors. This Section should ensure that haulers are properly licensed by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania under the provisions of Act 90 of 1992. The reference to Section 20-214,
“Regulation of Recyclable Materials,” should instead reference Section 20-215.



20-202. Definitions. Collector. As above, requirements for Dover Township licensing should be replaced by
Commonwealth of PA licensing of collectors.



20-215. Licensing of Collectors. Number 1 in this Section should reference licensing by the Commonwealth
of PA rather than Dover Township licensing. Number 2, application provisions, is not needed. Number 2,
annual license fee payable to Dover Township, is not needed. Number 4, dealing with violations, should be
reviewed by the Township Solicitor to determine whether it is needed.

2. Resolution 2008-19. The list of 10 items designated as curbside recyclable materials should be updated to include
all materials advertised as recyclable in education materials provided by the Township’s recycling hauler, Penn
Waste, Inc., specifically:








Aerosols (hair spray, cooling spray, cleaning supplies)
Cans (shaving cream, soup, paint)
Clamshell Containers (the ones fruit and veggies come in)
Large Detergent Containers (liquid and pods)
Unlimited cardboard (any size, any quantity)
Paper of All Types (junk mail, copy paper, magazines, catalogs, paper bags)
Heavy Plastics (with #1 through #7 on them)

It is recommended that the Township work with Penn Waste to develop and verify a revised list of acceptable
recyclables, or the Township should defer to the list of acceptable and non-acceptable materials posted on the Penn
Waste web site as Residential Recycling Guidelines at this link: http://www.pennwaste.com/wpcontent/uploads/Residential-Recycle-Guidelines-Web-4-14.pdf
3. Fire Prevention and Fire Protection Ordinance, Part 2, Outdoor Burning. It is recommended that Section 7-202,
Number 7 be amended to include all recyclables designated by Township Resolution.
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CHAPTER 15
RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION
Section 1501. Municipal implementation of recycling programs.
(a) Large population.-Within two years after the effective date of
this act, each municipality other than a county that has a population
of 10,000 or more people shall establish and implement a sourceseparation and collection program for recyclable materials in
accordance with this section. Population shall be determined by the
most recent decennial census by the Bureau of the Census of the United
States Department of Commerce.
(b) Small population.-Within three years after the effective date
of this act, each municipality other than a county that has a
population of more than 5,000 people but less than 10,000 people, and
which has a population density of more than 300 people per square mile,
shall establish and implement a source-separation and collection
program for recyclable materials in accordance with this section.
Population shall be determined based on the most recent decennial
census by the Bureau of the Census of the United States Department of
Commerce.
(c) Contents.-The source-separation and collection program shall
include, at a minimum, the following elements:
(1) An ordinance or regulation adopted by the governing body
of the municipality, requiring all of the following:
(i) Persons to separate at least three materials deemed
appropriate by the municipality from other municipal waste
generated at their homes, apartments and other residential
establishments and to store such materials until collection.
The three materials shall be chosen from the following: clear
glass, colored glass, aluminum, steel and bimetallic cans,
high-grade office paper, newsprint, corrugated paper and
plastics. Nothing in the ordinance or regulation shall be
deemed to impair the ownership of separated materials by the
person who generated them unless and until such materials are
placed at curbside or similar location for collection by the
municipality or its agents.
(ii) Persons to separate leaf waste from other municipal
waste generated at their homes, apartments and other
residential establishments until collection unless those
persons have otherwise provided for the composting of leaf
waste. The governing body of a municipality shall allow an
owner, landlord or agent of an owner or landlord of multifamily
rental housing properties with four or more units to comply
with its responsibilities under this section by establishing a
collection system for recyclable materials at each property.
The collection system must include suitable containers for
collecting and sorting materials, easily accessible locations
for the containers and written instructions to the occupants
concerning the use and availability of the collection system.
Owners, landlords and agents of owners or landlords who comply
with this act shall not be liable for the noncompliance of
occupants of their buildings.
(iii) Persons to separate high grade office paper,
aluminum, corrugated paper and leaf waste and other materials

deemed appropriate by the municipality generated at commercial,
municipal or institutional establishments and from community
activities and to store the material until collection. The
governing body of a municipality shall exempt persons occupying
commercial, institutional and municipal establishments within
its municipal boundaries from the requirements of the ordinance
or regulation if those persons have otherwise provided for the
recycling of materials they are required by this section to
recycle. To be eligible for an exemption under this
subparagraph, a commercial or institutional solid waste
generator must annually provide written documentation to the
municipality of the total number of tons recycled.
(2) A scheduled day, at least once per month, during which
separated materials are to be placed at the curbside or a similar
location for collection.
(3) A system, including trucks and related equipment, that
collects recyclable materials from the curbside or similar locations
at least once per month from each residence or other person
generating municipal waste in the county or municipality. The
municipality, other than a county, shall explain how the system will
operate, the dates of collection, the responsibilities of persons
within the municipality and incentives and penalties.
(4) Provisions to ensure compliance with the ordinance,
including incentives and penalties.
(5) Provisions for the recycling of collected materials.
(d) Notice.-Each municipality subject to this section shall
establish a comprehensive and sustained public information and
education program concerning recycling program features and
requirements. As a part of this program, each municipality shall, at
least 30 days prior to the initiation of the recycling program and at
least once every six months thereafter, notify all persons occupying
residential, commercial, institutional and municipal premises within
its boundaries of the requirements of the ordinance. The governing body
of a municipality may, in its discretion as it deems necessary and
appropriate, place an advertisement in a newspaper circulating in the
municipality, post a notice in public places where public notices are
customarily posted, including a notice with other official
notifications periodically mailed to residential taxpayers or utilize
any combination of the foregoing.
(e) Implementation.(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), a municipality shall
implement its responsibilities for collection, transportation,
processing and marketing materials under this section in one or both
of the following ways:
(i) Collect, transport, process or market materials as
required by this section.
(ii) Enter into contracts with other persons for the
collection, transportation, processing or marketing of
materials as required by this section. A person who enters into
a contract under this subsection shall be responsible with the
municipality for implementation of this section.
(2) Nothing in this section requires a municipality to
collect, transport, process and market materials or to contract for
the collection, transportation, processing and marketing of

materials from establishments or activities where all of the
following are met:
(i) The municipality is not collecting and transporting
municipal waste from such establishment or activity.
(ii) The municipality has not contracted for the
collection and transportation of municipal waste from such
establishment or activity.
(iii) The municipality has adopted an ordinance as
required by this section, and the establishment or activity is
in compliance with the provisions of this section.
(f) Preference.-In implementing its recycling program, a
municipality shall accord consideration for the collection, marketing
and disposition of recyclable materials to persons engaged in the
business of recycling on the effective date of this act, whether or not
the persons were operating for profit.
(g) Recycling by operator.-An operator of a landfill or resource
recovery facility may contract with a municipality to provide recycling
services in lieu of the curbside recycling program. The contract must
ensure that at least 25% of the waste received is recycled. The
economic and environmental impact of the proposed technology used for
the recycling shall receive prior approval from the department.
(h) Alternative program.-A municipality shall be deemed to comply
with this section through the use and operation of a recycling facility
if it demonstrates all of the following to the department's
satisfaction:
(1) Materials separated, collected, recovered or created by
the recycling facility can be marketed as readily as materials
collected through a curbside recycling program.
(2) The mechanical separation technology used in the recycling
facility has been demonstrated to be effective for the life of
operations at the facility.
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CHAPTER 20
GARBAGE AND REFUSE
PART 1
COLLECTION PROCEDURES
§20-101.
§20-102.
§20-103.
§20-104.
§20-105.
§20-106.
§20-107.
§20-108.

Short Title
Definitions
Authorization of Collectors
Precollection Practices
Collection Practices
Fees
(Reserved)
Penalties
PART 2
WASTE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING

§20-201.
§20-202.
§20-203.
§20-204.
§20-205.
§20-206.
§20-207.
§20-208.
§20-209.
§20-210.
§20-211.
§20-212.
§20-213.
§20-214.
§20-215.
§20-216.
§20-217.
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PART 1
COLLECTION PROCEDURES
§20-101. Short Title.
This Part shall be known as the "Susquehanna Township Refuse Disposal Authority."
(Ord. 68-7, 4/10/1968, §1)
§20-102. Definitions.
For the purpose of this Part, the following terms, phrases or words shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this section except where the context in which the word is used
clearly indicates otherwise.
ASHES — residue from the burning of wood, coal, coke or other combustible material.
COMMERCIAL — the use of premises other than as a dwelling.
DWELLING — a building used for residential purposes, including hotels, boarding and lodging houses, tourists cabins, motels and trailers.
DWELLING UNIT — one or more rooms in a dwelling which room or rooms have
fixed cooking facilities arranged for occupancy by one person, two or more persons
living together or one family.
GARBAGE — putrescible animal and vegetable wastes resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking and consumption of foods.
PERSON — any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company or
organization of any kind.
REFUSE — all putrescible and nonputrescible solid wastes (excluding body
wastes), including garbage, rubbish, ashes, solid industrial waste, dead animals
and street cleanings.
RUBBISH — includes glass, metal, paper, plant growth, wood or nonputrescible
solid wastes.
TOWNSHIP — the Township of Susquehanna, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania,
and the Board of Commissioners of Susquehanna Township.
TOWNSHIP COLLECTOR — that individual, partnership, firm, corporation or
business entity designated by the Board of Commissioners of Susquehanna Town12/8/2011
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ship, by means of an independent contract, as the person having the exclusive
right to collect refuse within the Township, but shall not be construed as meaning
that said person is an employee, official or representative of Susquehanna Township.
(Ord. 68-7, 4/10/1968, §2)
§20-103. Authorization of Collectors.
1.

It shall be unlawful for any person, other than such persons as are duly authorized by the Township, to collect and haul refuse of any nature within or from the
Township.

2.

The Board of Commissioners shall, by its own resolution, designate one person as
the Township Collector. Said Township Collector shall have the exclusive right
and obligation to collect and haul refuse within the Township, except as follows:
A.

Those business or commercial establishments whose collection requirements
are such, in the opinion of the Township, as will cause undue hardship on
the commercial establishment, or when the Township Collector is not able to
serve adequately the collection requirements of a business or commercial establishment. In such case, the Township may issue a license to said business or commercial establishment which license shall designate the person
who may haul refuse from the named commercial establishment only.

(Ord. 68-7, 4/10/1968, §3)
§20-104. Precollection Practices.
1.

2.

Preparation of Refuse.
A.

All garbage shall be drained of liquid and wrapped in paper before being
placed in the container.

B.

Tree-trimmings, hedge clippings and similar rubbish shall be cut in lengths
not exceeding four feet and shall be securely tied in bundles before being
deposited for collection.

C.

Newspapers, magazines and other printed matter, not placed in containers,
shall be securely tied in bundles not exceeding 40 pounds in weight.

Refuse Containers.
A.

All garbage and all other refuse, when possible, shall be placed in containers.
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3.

4.

B.

Refuse containers shall be of durable, watertight, rust-resistant material
having a close-fitting lid and outside handles to facilitate collection.

C.

Refuse containers for residences shall not be more than 32 gallons in capacity and shall be of such size as can be handled easily by one man.

D.

Containers containing garbage shall be covered with a lid which fits securely and prevents access to flies and other insects.

E.

It shall be unlawful to permit the accumulation or residue of liquids, solids
or a combination of such material on the bottom or sides of containers, it being the intention of this provision that the interior of containers shall be
kept clean by thorough rinsing and draining as often as necessary.

F.

All containers shall be kept in a sanitary condition and shall be kept in good
condition. Any container that does not conform with this Part, or that is
likely to injure the collector or his employees, or hampers the prompt collection of refuse, shall be replaced upon notice. Failure to replace said defective
containers may result in the loss of refuse collection until such time as the
container is replaced.

Accumulation of Refuse.
A.

No person shall place any refuse upon any street, alley, walk or other public
place, or upon any private property, except in proper receptacles for collection, or where the refuse is of such size and shape as not to permit its being
placed in containers.

B.

No person shall deposit refuse in any stream or body of water. In no event
shall refuse be placed on the property of another without the consent of the
owner.

C.

No person, except the occupants of the property on which the container is
place and an authorized collector, shall remove the lids of the container
and/or remove the contents thereof.

D.

Refuse of a highly inflammable or explosive nature, or highly infectious or
contagious refuse shall not be stored for ordinary collection but shall be disposed of in accordance with the directions of the Board of Health.

Location of Containers.
A.
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Refuse containers shall be placed, according to the distances set forth in the
following subsection, for collection by the collector from the alley abounding
and abutting the property. Where collection by the collector is impracticable
by use of said alley, or because no alley exists along said property, collection
shall be made along the street fronting said property.
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B.

Refuse containers shall be placed for collection at ground level on the property, not within the cartway of a street or alley and accessible to, and not
more than 80 feet from the side or curb of the street or alley from which collection is made.

C.

Containers may not be placed in the public right-of-way for collection earlier
than a period of 24 hours before the time for collection nor shall the container remain in the public right-of-way for a period longer than 24 hours after
collection.

(Ord. 68-7, 4/10/1968, §4; as amended by Ord. 11-05, 2/10/2011)
§20-105. Collection Practices.
1.

Refuse collected by the Township collector will be made at least once a week except where conditions beyond the control of the collector prevent collection. Businesses disposing of their own refuse shall provide for collection at intervals short
enough to prevent unsafe, unsightly or unsanitary accumulations of refuse.

2.

The Township collector will not collect the refuse in excess of that contained in
four containers of the authorized size unless an additional charge has been agreed
upon.

3.

The collection practices of the Township collector and any other person removing
refuse from the Township by special permit of the Township shall conform to all
applicable rules and regulations of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the
Township, and any contract or contracts between the parties.

(Ord. 68-7, 4/10/1968, §5)
§20-106. Fees
The fees for collection and disposal of refuse shall be fixed by the Township collector,
subject to the approval of the Township.
(Ord. 68-7, 4/10/1968, §6)
§20-107. (Reserved)
(Ord. 73-1, 2/8/1973, §1; repealed by Ord. 99-3, 1/14/1999)
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§20-108. Penalties.
Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of this Part 1 shall, upon
conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than $600 and costs, or in default of payment thereof, shall be subject to imprisonment for a term not to exceed 30
days. Each day that a violation of this Part 1 continues shall constitute a separate offense.
(Ord. 73-1, 2/8/1973, §2; as amended by Ord.89-16, 11/21/1989)

12/8/2011

20-7

(20, PART 2)
PART 2
WASTE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING
§20-201. Short Title.
This Part of Chapter 20 shall be known as the "Susquehanna Township Municipal
Waste Reduction and Recycling Ordinance."
(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
§20-202. Authority.
This Part is enacted pursuant to the Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste
Reduction Act, Act of July 28, 1988.
(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
§20-203. Purposes and Goals.
The purposes and goals of this Part are to:
A.

Require waste reduction and recycling as a means of managing solid waste
conserving resources and supplying energy.

B.

Protect the public health, safety and welfare from the short- and long-term
dangers of collection, transportation, processing and storage of solid waste.

C.

Utilize, wherever feasible, the capabilities of private enterprise in accomplishing the desired objectives of an effective, comprehensive solid waste
management program.

D.

Establish and implement with the Township a recycling program to return
valuable materials to productive use to conserve energy and to protect capacity at waste processing and disposal facilities.

E.

Recycle at least 25% percent of all solid waste and source-separated recyclable materials generated in this Township.

F.

Reduce the weight or volume of solid waste generated per capita in this
Township to a weight or volume less than that generated per capita on the
effective date of this Part.

G.

Teach each person living or working in the Township the economic, environmental and energy value of recycling and waste reduction and encourage, through a variety of means, participation in such activities.
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H.

Promote the procurement and use of products and materials with recycled
content and materials that are recyclable by the Township to the greatest
extent practicable.

(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
§20-204. Definitions.
In this Part, the indicated words or phrases shall have, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the meanings given to them as follows:
ALUMINUM CANS — empty, clean, non-aerosol, all aluminum beverage and food
containers.
AUTHORIZED COLLECTOR — person, firm, corporation, or other legal entity
licensed or contracted by the Township of Susquehanna to undertake curbside recycling collection or to otherwise collect recyclables within Susquehanna Township, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania.
COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENT — any establishment engaged in a nonmanufacturing or non-processing business including, but not limited to, stores,
markets, office buildings, restaurants, shopping centers, theatres, and multifamily rental housing properties with four or more units.
CORRUGATED PAPER — paper or pasteboard contracted into parallel grooves
and ridges, commonly referred to as “cardboard,” which is used for wrapping,
packing, shipping and/or storage.
CURBSIDE RECYCLING COLLECTION — the scheduled collection and
transport of recyclable materials placed at the curb line or other similar location
by residential establishments or approved small businesses.
DWELLING U NIT — one or more rooms in a residence or dwelling, which room
or rooms have fixed cooking facilities arranged for occupancy by one, two or more
persons living together.
GLASS — all clean, empty bottles and jars made of clear, green or brown glass,
not including non-container glass, plate glass, blue glass, porcelain and ceramic
products, light bulbs and fluorescent tubes.
HIGH-GRADE OFFICE PAPER — printed or unprinted sheets, shavings and cuttings of sulphite or sulphate ledger, bond, writing and other papers which have
similar fiber and filler content. This grade must be free of treated, coated, padded
or heavily printed stock. This definition includes lightweight office papers, i.e., letterhead or mimeograph paper typically sold as "white ledger" paper, bond, Xerox
paper and onionskin, as well as computer paper.
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12/8/2011

(20, PART 2)

INDUSTRIAL ESTABLISHMENTS — any establishment engaged in a manufacturing or processing including, but not limited to, factories, foundries, mills, processing plants, refineries, mines and slaughterhouses.
INSTITUTIONAL ESTABLISHMENT — those facilities that house or serve
groups of people including, but not limited to, hospitals, nursing homes, child day
care centers, libraries, nonprofit associations, schools and universities; this definition shall not include standard residential units.
LEAF WASTE — leaves, garden residues, shrubbery and tree trimmings and similar material, but not including grass clippings.
MULTIFAMILY DWELLINGS — a building used or designed as a residence for
four or more families living independently of each other and doing their own cooking therein, including apartment houses, group quarters, townhouses and condominium complexes.
MUNICIPAL ESTABLISHMENTS — public facilities operated by Susquehanna
Township and other governmental authorities.
MUNICIPAL WASTE — any garbage, refuse, industrial lunchroom or office waste
and other material, including solid, liquid, semisolid or contained gaseous material, resulting from operation of residential, municipal, commercial or institutional
establishments and from community activities, and any sludge not meeting the
definition of residual or hazardous waste in the Solid Waste Management Act
from a municipal, commercial or institutional water supply treatment plant,
wastewater treatment plant or air pollution control facility. The term does not include source-separated recyclable materials.
NEWSPAPER — paper of the type commonly referred to as “newsprint” and distributed at fixed intervals, having printed thereto news and opinions and containing advertisements as matters of public interest, but not including glossy advertising inserts typically inserted with newspapers, nor magazines or periodicals.
PERSON — any individual, corporation, partnership, joint venture, association,
joint-stock company, trust, and incorporate organization, or any government or
public agency or political subdivision thereof, or any authority or agency thereof.
In any provision of this Part prescribing a fine, imprisonment, penalty, or remedy,
or any combination of the foregoing, the term "person" shall include the officers
and directors of any corporation or other legal entity having officers and directors.
PLASTICS — empty and clean consumer product containers made of polyethylene
terephthalate (PET), polypropylene (PP), high-density polyethylene (HDPE) and
low-density polyethylene (LDPE) most commonly, but not limited to plastic bottles
used as containers for soda, milk and other consumer food products, or for household cleaning products or for personal care products.

12/8/2011

20-11

GARBAGE AND REFUSE
RECYCLABLES/RECYCLABLE MATERIALS — those materials specified by the
Township of Susquehanna for separation, collection, processing, recovery or reused as part of a recycling program.
RECYCLING — the separation, collection, recovery and sale or reuse of metals,
glass, paper, leaf waste, plastics and other materials which could otherwise be
disposed of or processed as solid waste, or the mechanized separation and treatment of solid waste (other than through combustion) and creation and recovery of
reusable materials other than a fuel for the generation of energy.
RESIDENTIAL ESTABLISHMENT — any occupied dwelling unit, except multifamily rental housing properties with four or more units.
SMALL BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS — any professional or commercial business that can comply with four container service and wishes to be mandated under the terms of this Part.
SOLID WASTE — all materials or substances that are generally discarded or rejected as being spent, useless, worthless or in excess to the owners at the time of
such discard or rejection, including garbage, refuse, industrial and commercial
waste, sludges from air or water pollution control facilities or water supply treatment facilities, rubbish, ashes, contained gaseous materials, incinerator residue,
demolition and construction debris and offal.
SOURCE-SEPARATED RECYCLABLE MATERIALS — recyclable materials that
are separated from solid waste at the point of origin for the purpose of recycling.
STEEL CANS — empty, all steel (ferrous material) or bi-metal beverage and food
containers.
TOWNSHIP — the governmental jurisdiction and legal entity of the Township of
Susquehanna, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania.
(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
§20-205. Powers, Duties and Responsibilities of Susquehanna Township.
1.

Responsibilities. Susquehanna Township shall have the power, and its duty shall
be, to adopt and implement a program for the collection and recycling of municipal
waste or source-separated recyclable materials as provided in this Part.

2.

Powers. In carrying out its duties under this Section, the Board of Commissioners
of Susquehanna Township may adopt resolutions establishing procedures, regulations and standards for the recycling, transportation, storage and collection of
source-separated recyclable materials which shall not be less stringent than, and
not in violation or inconsistent with the provisions and purposes of, the Municipal
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Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act and the regulations promulgated pursuant thereto.
3.

Duties. Susquehanna Township shall implement the provisions of this Part by collecting, transporting, processing or marketing source-separated materials or contracting, subject to competitive bidding, with any person to carry out its duties for
the recycling, transportation, collection and storage of source-separated recyclable
materials. Any such person shall be jointly and severally responsible with Susquehanna Township in carrying out its duties for transportation, collection and
storage activity.

(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
§20-206. Recycling Program.
Susquehanna Township hereby establishes and implements a mandatory sourceseparation and collection program for recyclable materials by persons located in Susquehanna Township in accordance with §1501 of the Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act.
(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
§20-207. Residential Establishments and Small Business Establishments.
1.

Owners and residents of residential establishments and small business establishments are hereby required to separate all recyclable materials as specified by
regulation from other municipal waste generated at their homes, apartments and
other residential or small business establishments and to store such material until collection. The number of the materials shall be designated periodically by regulation from the following: Clear glass, colored glass, aluminum, steel and bimetallic cans, high-grade office paper, newsprint, corrugated paper and plastics.

2.

Recyclable materials from residential establishments and small business establishments shall be placed at the curb or other similar area, separate from solid
waste, for collection, at such times and dates as may be established by regulations
shall schedule a minimum of one day per month for pickup of recyclables from residential establishments. Nothing in this Part or regulations promulgated hereunder shall be deemed to impair the ownership of separated materials by the person
who generated them unless and until such materials are placed at curbside or
similar location for collection by the Township or its agents.

(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
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§20-208. Commercial, Institutional, Industrial, and Municipal Establishments.
1.

Commercial, institutional, industrial and municipal establishments are hereby
required to separate all recyclable materials as specified by regulation and to
store such material until collection. The times, dates and places for collection shall
be established by regulations. Such regulations shall schedule a minimum of one
day per month for pickup of recyclables from commercial, institutional, industrial
and municipal establishments.

2.

The owner, landlord or agent of an owner or landlord, of multifamily housing
properties with four or more units may comply with the responsibilities under this
Section by establishing a collection system for recyclable materials at each property. The collection system must include suitable containers for collecting and sorting materials, easily accessible locations for the containers and written instructions to the occupants concerning the use and availability of the collection system.
Owners, landlords and agents of owners or landlords who comply with this Part
shall not be liable for noncompliance of occupants of their building.

3.

Persons occupying commercial (including multifamily rental housing properties
with four or more units), institutional, industrial and municipal establishments,
within the Township municipal boundaries, not part of the Township curbside recycling program and otherwise providing for the recycling of materials they are
required by this Part to recycle must provide, annually, written documentation to
the Township of the total number of tons recycled or estimated to be recycled, as
well as the name of any authorized collector collecting their recyclables.

(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
§20-209. Leaf Waste.
All persons who reside in residential establishments and all persons who are responsible for the operation of small business establishments, commercial, institutional, industrial and municipal establishments where leaf waste occurs or is generated, shall source
separate all leaves and place them for collection at the times and in the manner prescribed by regulation unless those persons have otherwise provided for the composting
of leaf waste. The owners, landlord or agent of an owner or landlord of multifamily rental housing properties with four or more units, small business establishments, commercial, institutional, industrial and municipal establishments may comply with their responsibilities under this Section by establishing a collection system for leaf waste at
each property.
(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
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§20-210. Collection Contract.
The Township may enter into a contract with public or private agencies for the curbside
collection of all or part of the recyclable materials generated within its municipal
boundaries.
(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
§20-211. Collection By Unauthorized Persons.
From the time of placement of recyclable materials at the curb or a similar area for collection, in accordance with this Part and the regulations promulgated hereunder, those
materials shall be and become the property of the Township and its authorized collector(s). It shall be a violation of this Part for any person(s) not authorized by the Township to collect or pick up or cause to be collected or picked up any such recyclable material. Any and each such collection in violation hereof from one or more locations shall
constitute a separate and distinct offense punishable as hereinafter provided.
(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
§20-212. Unlawful Disposal of Recyclables.
Upon and after the effective date of this Part it shall be unlawful for any person or persons to dispose of any recyclable items as established by this Part or regulations promulgated hereunder, co-mingled with other solid waste not required to be recycled or to
dispose of such items in places that will not insure that items are recycled, unless material is so contaminated that it is unacceptable for recycling.
(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
§20-213. Enforcement and Administration; Penalties and Remedies.
1.

The Township Health Officer and the Township Code Enforcement Officer or their
designee is authorized and directed to enforce this Part. The Health Officer is also
hereby authorized and directed to establish and promulgate reasonable regulations as to manner, materials, days and time for the collection of recyclable materials and any other matters required to implement this Part in accordance herewith. The Health Officer or his or her designee may change, modify, repeal or
amend any portion of said regulations at any time.

2.

Any person, other than a municipal official exercising his or her official duties,
who shall violate any provision of this Part, any regulation promulgated hereunder, or any order issued hereunder shall, upon conviction thereof in a summary
proceeding, be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than $100 and not more than
$1,000 and costs and, in default of the payment of such fine and costs, to undergo
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imprisonment for not more than 30 days. Each day’s continuation of violation of
this Part shall constitute a separate and distinct offense.
3.

In addition to any other remedies or penalties hereinbefore provided, the Solicitor
of the Township is authorized to institute proceedings in courts of law or equity to
control the recycling, transportation, collection and storage of source-separated
recyclable materials or to enforce the provisions of this Part, including the securing of injunctive relief to prohibit any unlicensed or unauthorized person, or any
licensed or authorized collector in violation of the provisions of this Part, from
continuing the collection, transportation or disposal of recyclable items hereunder,
or to enforce compliance by any person with the terms of this Part.

4.

Billing, Payment and Collection Procedures.
A.

Each owner of a dwelling unit within Susquehanna Township shall be required to pay to the contactor a quarterly fee for the collection of solid waste
and recyclable materials. This fee shall be paid regardless of the amount or
type of waste and/or recyclables put out for collection. The quarterly fee
charged by the contractor shall be established by a contract to be entered into between Susquehanna Township and the contractor pursuant to public
bidding requirements. The Township accepts no responsibility whatsoever
for the collection of the fee to be charged to the owner of each dwelling unit.
The contractor shall be solely responsible for the collection of the quarterly
fee.

B.

All fees which remain unpaid 30 days after the invoice date shall be deemed
delinquent. All delinquent accounts may have added to it a penalty of $10
per quarter if the amount exceeds a minimum of the current quarterly trash
fee in Susquehanna Township past due.

C.

If the owner of a residential unit shall fail to pay any charges or fees after
the same becomes delinquent, the Township Solicitor is authorized, pursuant to the Pennsylvania Municipal Claims Act, to enter a lien against the
real estate upon which the residential unit is situate in the amount of the
fees and charges or aggregate of fees and charges, plus penalties, cost of entry and attorney fees. In accordance with 53 P.S. §7147, the Township hereby assigns to the contractor any such municipal claim for outstanding fees
and charges.

D.

If the owner of a residential unit shall fail to pay any charges or fees and the
same becomes delinquent by a minimum of one quarter and the minimum
amount shall be no less than the equivalent of one quarter worth of charges,
the contractor is authorized to file a civil lawsuit for the collection of fees,
charges, penalties, interest, reasonable attorney fees and costs of collection.
Upon the filing of the civil lawsuit, an additional penalty of $50 shall be
added to all delinquent accounts. The contractor shall have and enjoy the
same rights, privileges and remedies as the Township to enforce and collect
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any and all fees, penalties, interest, costs of collection, reasonable attorneys’
fees and/or administrative service fees.
(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1; as amended by Ord. 10-03, 4/8/2010)
§20-214. Source-Separated Recyclables.
The following items are to be source-separated and recycled:
A.

B.

C.

At residential units and approved small business establishments (including
multifamily establishments):
(1)

Clear glass.

(2)

Colored glass.

(3)

Aluminum.

(4)

Leaf waste (unless composted).

(5)

Plastics:
(a)

PET plastics – logo on container.

(b)

HDPE plastics – logo on container.

At commercial, industrial, institutional, and municipal establishments (including small business establishments):
(1)

High-grade office paper.

(2)

Aluminum.

(3)

Corrugated paper.

(4)

Leaf waste (unless corrugated).

Food and beverage establishments who are required to be licensed pursuant
to Susquehanna Township Code of Ordinances, Chapter 10, §10-203, must,
in addition to the items listed in subsection (B), above, also source separate
and recycle the following:
(1)

Glass.

(2)

Steel cans.

(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
12/8/2011
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§20-215. Containers.
The authorized Township collector shall provide one recycling container for each residential unit or small business establishment for the co-mingling of recyclable materials.
Recycling containers shall be a minimum of twenty-gallon capacity and shall be labeled
"Susquehanna Township Recycling."
(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
§20-216. Time When Collection Shall Be Made.
Collection of recyclable materials shall be performed once per week and shall take place,
when possible, on the same day as collection of acceptable solid waste in a given area of
the Township.
(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
§20-217. Handling of Recycling Containers.
The contractor shall take reasonable care in handling of recycling containers and shall
not willfully break, deface or damage the same. All covers, if provided, will be placed
back on the recycling containers when they are returned to the place of collection. All
recycling containers broken or destroyed in improper or careless handling by the collector shall be replaced by the collector at his own expense. All recycling containers broken
or destroyed by a customer shall be replaced by the customer at his own expense.
(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
§20-218. Verification Forms.
All commercial, institutional, industrial and municipal establishments will be provided
verification forms along with instructions for completing those forms (attached as Exhibit A1). All owners or property that is rented to others for living purposes will also be
sent verification forms and instructions (attached as Exhibit B2). These forms must be
completed and returned to the Susquehanna Township Health Department by the date
specified on the forms. The purpose of the forms in Exhibit A is to verify the solid waste
and recycling program for each commercial, institutional, industrial and municipal establishment located within the territorial limits of Susquehanna Township. The establishments are required to describe their program and list any haulers with which they
have contracted for solid waste and recycling pickup. Exhibit A also includes a form to
1
2

Editor’s Note: Exhibit A is on file in the Township offices.
Editor’s Note: Exhibit B is on file in the Township offices.
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be completed by small business establishments, if they choose to be registered as such.
The purpose of the forms in Exhibit B is to verify the number of dwelling units contained at each rental property. If that number of units is less than four, the owner is instructed to sign and return the form entitled "Statement to Claim Residential Status" so
that his tenants will be registered under the Township program. If that number of units
is four or more the owner is instructed to return the verification form explaining how
the solid waste and recycling program will be set up for their tenants and listing any
haulers with which they have contracted for pickup of solid waste and recycling.
(Ord. 04-10, 7/8/2004, §1)
§20-219. Educational Program.
The Susquehanna Township Health Department will be responsible for assuring that
all residents and establishments are well informed of this program and the ordinances
that pertain.
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