Summary of Act 101 Municipal Recycling Requirements
Overview
Chapter 15, Section 1501 of the Pennsylvania Municipal Waste Planning Recycling and Waste
Reduction Act (Act 101), outlines the requirements for large municipalities to recycle. Municipalities,
other than counties, with a population of 10,000 or more people or with a population of more than
5,000 but less than 10,000 people, and a population density of more than 300 people per square
mile, are mandated to recycle.
Recycling Ordinance
An Act 101 mandated local government must adopt an ordinance that requires recycling. The
ordinance shall require the following:
1) Recycling at single-family homes and apartments; commercial, municipal, and institutional
establishments; and at community activities.
2) A scheduled day, at least once per month, when separated recyclable materials are to be
placed at the curb or similar location for collection.
3) A collection system, including trucks and related equipment, to pick-up separated recyclable
materials from the curb or similar location at least once per month from homes and
businesses in the municipality. The municipality shall explain how the system will operate,
the dates of collection, the responsibilities of persons within the municipality and incentives
and penalties.
4) Provisions to ensure compliance with the ordinance, including incentives and penalties.
5) Provisions for the recycling of collected materials.
Residential Recycling
Residents must separate for recycling at least three materials deemed appropriate by the
municipality from municipal waste generated at their homes, apartments, or other residential
establishments. Separated materials must be stored at the property until collection. The three
materials must be selected from the following:





Clear glass:
Colored glass;
Aluminum;
Steel and bimetallic cans;






High-grade office paper;
Newsprint;
Corrugated paper;
Plastics.

Leaf waste must also be separated from municipal waste generated at residential properties and
stored for collection, unless residents have already provided for the composting of the materials (i.e.
backyard composting).
Owners or landlords of multi-family rental properties with four or more units must establish a
recycling collection system at each property. The collection system must include suitable containers
for collecting and sorting materials, easily accessible locations for the containers and written
instructions to the occupants concerning the use and availability of the collection system. Owners or
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landlords that comply with these requirements shall not be liable for noncompliance by occupants of
their buildings.
Commercial, Municipal, and Institutional Recycling
Occupants of commercial, municipal, and institutional establishments are required separate and
store for recycling of the following materials at a minimum:



High-grade office paper
Aluminum;




Corrugated paper;
Leaf waste.

Occupants of commercial, municipal, and institutional establishments may be exempt from the
requirements of this law if those persons have otherwise provided for the recycling of materials they
are required to recycle. To be eligible for an exemption, the commercial, municipal, or institutional
generator must provide written documentation to the municipality annually.
Community Activity Recycling
Organizers of community events must provide for the separation, storage, and collection of highgrade office paper, aluminum, corrugated paper, and leaf waste at the events. Community activities
required to recycle include events sponsored in whole or in part by a municipality or held within a
municipality and sponsored privately. Events include fairs, bazaars, picnics, or sporting events that
will be attended by more than 200 or more people each day of the event.
Leaf Waste Diversion
Municipalities mandated to recycle under Act 101 must require residential and commercial
establishments to separate and store leave waste for collection. Leaf waste includes leaves,
shrubbery, tree trimmings, and similar materials, excluding grass clippings. These materials must be
collected at least monthly. In order to comply with Act 101, mandated municipalities must at a
minimum:
1) Implement an ordinance that requires leaf waste to be separated from municipal waste for
recycling at residential and commercial, municipal, and institutional establishments, AND
2) Establish a scheduled day, at least once per month, when leaf waste is collected curbside or
similar location, OR
3) Establish a scheduled day, no less than two times per year and preferably in the spring and
fall, when leaf waste is collected curbside or similar location from residential and commercial
establishments, AND facilitate a drop-off location or other collection alternative approved by
the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection that allows persons to drop-off
leave waste for composting at least once per month. A leaf waste drop off site can be in a
neighboring municipality or at a private establishment provided there is an agreement in
place to utilize the site, and residents and occupants of commercial establishments are
informed of the drop-off location at least every six months.
Municipalities are encouraged to manage source separated Christmas trees as leaf waste for
processing at DEP approved composting facilities.
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Public Education and Outreach
Municipalities subject to the requirements of Act 101 must implement a comprehensive and
sustained public education program. This program is to provide residents and
owners/tenants/occupants of commercial, municipal, and institutional establishments with
information on recycling program features and requirements. The educational program includes two
features:




Initial Education – At least 30-days prior to the start of a recycling program notify all persons
occupying residential, commercial, municipal, and institutional establishments of the
recycling requirements as contained in the ordinance.
Sustained Education – Every six months the municipality must inform and remind all persons
occupying residential, commercial, municipal, and institutional establishments of the
recycling requirements.

Numerous forms of educating the public are acceptable and include:






Newspaper advertisement circulating in the municipality;
Public notice posted where such notices are customarily posted;
Notices in other official notifications (i.e. utility bills);
Website;
Newsletter;

A combination of forms are acceptable and at least one form must be in print annually.
Implementation
Municipalities may implement their responsibilities for the collection, transportation, processing, and
marketing of recyclable materials in one or a combination of the following ways:
1) Collect, transport, process, and market recyclable materials themselves;
2) Enter into a contract(s) with other entities for the collection, transportation, processing, or
marketing of recyclable materials. If contracting for recycling services, the entity being
contracted is responsible to the municipality for implementing of recycling activities.
3) Contract with a landfill or material recovery facility, in lieu of a curbside recycling program,
that guarantees by contract that at least 25 percent of the waste received is recycled. The
technology utilized in this program must have prior approval from DEP.
4) Utilize a recycling facility that demonstrates that the materials separated, collected,
recovered, or created by the facility can be marketed as readily as materials collected
through a curbside recycling program. In addition, the mechanical separation technology
used by the facility has been demonstrated to be effective for the life of the facility.
Exceptions
The municipality is not required to collect, transport, process, or market recyclable materials or
contract for these services if all of the following conditions are met:
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1) The municipality is not collecting and transporting municipal waste from such establishment
or activity.
2) The municipality has not contracted for the collection and transportation of municipal waste
from such establishment or activity.
3) The municipality has adopted an ordinance as required, and the establishment or activity
complies with the provisions of the ordinance.

Act 140
Requirements for Section 904 Recycling Performance Grants
Overview
Act 101 was amended in 2006 by Act 140 to establishment requirements for the use of Section 904
Recycling Performance Grants.
Requirements:
Municipalities mandated to recycle under Act 101 and receive more than $10,000 in funding from
recycling performance grants must meet the following requirements:
1) Requires, through ordinance, that all residents have waste and recycling service.
2) Has an implemented residential recycling program and facilitates a commercial recycling
program or participates in a similar county or multi-municipal program.
3) Has a residential and business recycling education program.
4) Has a program of enforcement that periodically monitors participation, receives complaints
and issues warnings for required participants and provides fines, penalties, or both, in its
recycling ordinance.
5) Has provisions, participates in a county or multi-municipal program or facilitates a private
sector program for the recycling of special materials.
6) Sponsors a program, facilitates a program or supports an organization to address illegal
dumping and/or littering problems.
7) Has a person or entity designated as recycling coordinator who is responsible for recycling
data collection and reporting recycling program performance in the municipal or
municipalities.
If these requirements are not satisfied by the municipality, then the grant funds awarded under this
section must be expended by the municipality only to satisfy these requirements. If all these
requirements are satisfied, then the grant funds awarded may be used for any expense as selected
by the municipality.
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