PHASE II MS4 STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

MINIMUM CONTROL MEASURE:

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND PARTICIPATION

SAMPLE STORM DRAIN STENCILING EDUCATIONAL FLYER

An important part of any storm drain stenciling project is educating the residents living in the neighborhood where the project will take place.  One way to do this is through stories in the local newspaper (see press release provided by DEP).  Another way to do this is by distributing flyers to residents.  DEP has provided a sample educational flyer for storm drain stenciling projects.  This flyer is designed as a door hanger, with two door hangers per page.  Simply customize the language in the flyer to reflect what is appropriate for the community and make the necessary number of copies.  Cut out the hole at the top of each flyer and slip it over door knobs and handles.  Volunteers can distribute these flyers to residents prior to beginning the stenciling project.  

There is a space at the top of the flyer for inserting the name of the municipality and at the bottom of the flyer for inserting the appropriate contact name and phone number.  Provided below are other suggestions for customizing the flyer:

· Leave the back of the flyer blank for student messages, other important contact information, or even coupons to local businesses which have sponsored the activity.

· Consider adding information about fish and wildlife in the local waters.

· If the receiving water is a drinking water source, address this issue and use stencils or messages with a drinking water glass.

· Add an example of the storm drain stencil message and graphic at the top of the flyer to give residents an idea of what they will see on local storm drains once the project is complete.

· Add any local phone numbers that citizens can call for recycling locations or household hazardous waste drop-offs.  If a hotline exists for reporting illegal dumping, include that number too!


Do You Know the Word on the Street?

(Name of municipality) is stenciling an important message on storm drains for the storm water management program to promote a healthy storm sewer system and healthy water for our community.

They’re Doing What?

Volunteers are stenciling a “No Dumping” message next to storm drains that go to local creeks, streams, rivers, and lakes.

But Why?

Because storm drains flow directly to nearby rivers and streams, not to wastewater treatment plants.  Your city street is really like waterfront property and everything that rain washes off of your roof, yard, and driveway goes to the nearby water used for swimming, boating, and maybe even drinking.  In addition, anything that is dumped into these drains, such as used motor oil, paint, or excess pesticides, goes directly into a local stream.  Stenciling will remind everyone – homeowners, business owners, developers, and other citizens – not to dump anything into storm drains so we can protect our water from storm water pollution that may close beaches, cause unsightly weed and algae growth, and even kill fish!

This pollution comes from where?

From all of us!  Storm water picks up litter, yard waste, excess lawn fertilizers and pesticides, leaking oil on streets and parking lots, pet wastes in parks and on lawns, and dirt from construction sites.  All together, this adds up to more pollution than industries make!

What can I do to help?

Never dump substances down a storm drain that you wouldn’t swim in or drink.  Spread this simple message to everyone you know.  Other ways to help include:

· Use less fertilizer on lawns

· Recycle used oil

· Pick up pet wastes 

· Dispose of household hazardous wastes responsibly.

For more information call your storm water program coordinator at: 
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