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Understanding the AmishUnderstanding the Amish

Sects vary from state to state and county Sects vary from state to state and county 
to countyto county

Each sect is led by one or more bishopsEach sect is led by one or more bishops

Bishops set the community rulesBishops set the community rules

Rules define community actionsRules define community actions



Clinton County AmishClinton County Amish

Make up a majority of the farmer baseMake up a majority of the farmer base

Growing communityGrowing community

Two groups in two valleys:Two groups in two valleys:
•• Sugar ValleySugar Valley
•• Nittany ValleyNittany Valley



Water Quality IssuesWater Quality Issues

High quality streamsHigh quality streams

Karst topographyKarst topography

Increased sediment loadingIncreased sediment loading

Increased nutrient loadingIncreased nutrient loading



Nutrient Management IssuesNutrient Management Issues

More farms + smaller acreageMore farms + smaller acreage

Increase in concentrated animal Increase in concentrated animal 
operationsoperations

Increase in rural residential populationIncrease in rural residential population



What did we do?What did we do?

Sugar Valley Ag ForumSugar Valley Ag Forum
•• Open invitation to all valley farmersOpen invitation to all valley farmers
•• Focused on Amish farmersFocused on Amish farmers
•• Invited select agency speakersInvited select agency speakers
•• Discussed ag law, NM, Conservation plansDiscussed ag law, NM, Conservation plans
•• Encouraged farmer to farmer discussionEncouraged farmer to farmer discussion
•• Shared a mealShared a meal



How did we do it?How did we do it?

Relationship buildingRelationship building
Contact with the bishopsContact with the bishops
Great NRCS partnershipGreat NRCS partnership
“Native sons”“Native sons”
Soil & manure samplingSoil & manure sampling
NoNo--till drilltill drill



OutcomesOutcomes

Increased contact with the Amish Increased contact with the Amish 
communitycommunity

Increased signIncreased sign--ups for conservation plansups for conservation plans

Increased awareness of NM issuesIncreased awareness of NM issues

Increased interest in further dialogueIncreased interest in further dialogue



RememberRemember

Take the time to visitTake the time to visit

Use language they understandUse language they understand

Information travels quickly!Information travels quickly!
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