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P

mage'Landsat /'Copernicus




Holocaust survivor, author
Elie Wiesel dies at 87 News, B5

Couvier

$2.00 ETIRIVENIN

Holy Ghost Prep grad Jones
signs with Indians Sports, ¢1

aimes

BUCKSCOUNTYCODRIERTIAES. COM

i 3al Planni
Prowdly Spaming 2 Generations!

Atsocintes
| ap

:‘Kn!.ho ly Retsis
21

b 8 Goouniemines | f | FACEGOOKCOMBUCKSCOURIERTIMES

limited fo base communifies

POA, PFOS mainly

By KYLE BAGENSTOSE
STAFF WRITER
Anxiery about the safety of
drinking water in parts of Bucks
and Montgomery counties contis-
ues t0 grow, as residents question
‘whether their local water supplies
winted by chemicals.
The concern reached
pitch last week, when a Facebook
video posted by a local resident
went viral. It urged residents of
“Hatboro, Horsham, Warrington,
Iyland, and Southampron” to stop
drinking their water. As of Friday,
the video had been viewed more
than 250,000 times on Facebook.
But is it true?

So far, drinking water contami-
nation from perfiuorinated com-

poun
(PFOS) and uorooctanoic acid
(PFOA) has only been confirmed
in levels above the amounts rec-
ommended by the federal Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency in
Horsham, Warminster and War-
rington. Water authorities in those
communities have been reacting
to the contamination since 2014,

when the chemicals were first dis-
covered in public wells.

‘The contamination is
suspected 10 have originated from
fircfighting foams used on a trio
of former and current military
bases in th ?

‘human health. As PFOS and PFOA

This bas ion above the EPA
determined the chemicals have  limits bas been found in wells in
450 been found in lower levelsin  those municipalities, the water
other Bucks County communities, :a'-bmm have taken them

and that some public wells in

bases include the former Naval
Air Swation-Joint Reserve Base in
Horsham, the former Naval Air
Warfare Center in Warminster and
the active Horsham Air Guard
station.

Water in those systems is now
‘below the EPA's new 70 part per
willion (ppt) bealth advisory level,
although some question whether
those levels are protective of
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affected areas haven't been tested.
‘The Horsham, Warminster,
and Warrington water authorities
rely on groundwater for the bulk
of their water supply, as opposed
10 surface waters, like creeks o
rivers. The systems use a series
of wells to supply residents with
water. The water from those wells
is combined, so officials say each
resident drinks the same water.

ine.
In 2014, eight public wells
were taken offline in the three

ppt for. PFOS. After the EPA's
recommended limit dropped 1o 70
pptin May, the number of closed
wells grew to 16 public wells. The
number of affected private wells
grew from 80 to about 150.
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"Two former Navy bases have been linked to tainted drinking water in three
area townships. Residents seeking answers fear their health has been harmed.
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firefighters shoot a dense white foam into their drinking water: Philadelphia have become the first
MMW Now Grosse wonders, like at least Navy sites linked to drinking water
that leapt up from the lot. hundreds of others in Bucks and tainted by these chemicals. As the
When the blackened plane was Montgomery Counties: Have we Department of Defense investigates
:ﬂm?m‘:mdmm boen poecnedt 5 mmmwwb&m
nce and jump ‘burned-out decades, Navy personnel pens here could help shape the re-
cockpit, pretending to be pilots, the firefighting fosm at hundreds of ‘See WATER on Al6
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PFC levels on rise

Lawmakels forming plan to pressure military

tinwe to pressure the military

between May 2016 and April
10 do more to clean massive Wi Ll

2017. The increases

its bases in Bucks and Mont-
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n Agency.
Additionally, water pro-  and Aqua Pennsylvania. No increased in two of those
PFOA contamination was  vider Aqua Pennsylvania  wells above the 70-ppt safety 'Hllln..o:lfmmmpglo:
first discovered in 2014,16  continues to keep aclose eye  limi providing 19" 23 ppt. The thi
i on about two dozen of its ~ water to area residents. 6 ppt to 23 ppt. The third

tens of thousan wells throughou the region. from 209 pptto
“x:unu.nmmw Only one near the military ~ Town-by-town lovels Tppt ;
in Warminster, Warrington,  bases, in Hatboro, has been Five of the Horsham Wacminster has six wells

0,
and Horsham. Those wells ~ closed so far. ‘Water and Sewer Authority’s that have exceeded the EPA
were closed because they Sampling data from nine drinking wells have ~ 3dvisory level, and docs
‘exceeded 70 parts per trillion  the water authoriti been tzken offline due to See PFC, Puge A2




WELL #26

To address the concerns of its residents, local businesses and those who
work in Horsham every day, Horsham Township Council and the Horsham
Water & Sewer Authority took decisive and proactive steps to reverse this
perception and provide its citizens with the best water in the region.
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distinct components:

- Education

- Communication

- Remediation

- Compensation




