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SOUTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE 

CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal 
NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 

ADDENDUM 

Application No. PA0004979 

Facility Type Industrial APS ID 543699 

Major / Minor Major Authorization ID 1395314 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

 

Applicant Name Neville Chemicals Co.  Facility Name Neville Chemicals Co.  

Applicant Address 2800 Neville Road   Facility Address 2800 Neville Road   

 Pittsburgh, PA 15225-1496   Pittsburgh, PA 15225-1496  

Applicant Contact Daniel Kokoski  Facility Contact Jeffrey Milhoan   

Applicant Phone (412) 777-4201   Facility Phone (412) 777-4265  

Client ID 82064  Site ID 242020  

SIC Code 2821  Municipality Neville Township  

SIC Description 
Manufacturing - Plastics Materials And 
Resins 

 

County Allegheny 

 

Date Published in PA Bulletin February 18, 2023  EPA Waived? No  

Comment Period End Date March 20, 2023  If No, Reason        

  

Purpose of Application Renewal of NPDES Permit Major Facility <250 MGD with ELG.  

A 

 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

On February 3, 2023, the 2nd Draft NPDES permit PA00004979 for The Neville Chemical Company Facility was sent via 
electronic mail to Daniel Kokoski and Jeffrey Milhoan. Public notice of the Draft permit was published in the PA Bulletin on 
February 18, 2023.  The 30-day public comment period expired on March 20, 2023. 
 
On March 20, 2023, Jeffrey Milhoan submitted Neville Chemical’s comments via OnBase upload regarding the 2nd Draft 
NPDES Permit PA00004979. 
 
Facility Comment 1: 
Part A I.C – Outfall 005 – Neville Chemical would prefer that limits for benzene remain as proposed in the draft permit.  
There was a discussion about using the limits in the Temporary Discharge Authorization because of EPA’s anti-backsliding 
regulation.  After additional internal discussion, Neville believes that it should not be penalized for an incorrect application of 
the regulations on a previous permit, and just be subject to the proposed BAT limitations. 
 
Department Response: 
Outfall 005 has been authorized to discharge via a Temporary Discharge Authorization (TDA) with Benzene effluent 
limitations of 0.010 mg/L Average Monthly and 0.020 mg/L Instantaneous Maximum.  
 
The permit effluent limitations are developed by evaluating the technology-based and water quality-based limits and 
imposing the most stringent effluent limitations.  The 2nd Draft Permit imposed Benzene effluent limitations based on Best 
Available Technology (BAT) (Average Monthly of 0.146 mg/L and Instantaneous Maximum of 0.292 mg/L).  The water quality-
based limit is calculated to protect human health and aquatic life from potential impact the discharge has on the receiving 



NPDES Permit Fact Sheet NPDES Permit No. PA0004979 
Neville Chemicals Co.  

 
 

2 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

stream.  Technology-based limits are calculated based on the minimum level of effluent quality that is attainable using 
demonstrated technologies for reducing discharge pollutant concentrations.  The BAT evaluation referenced Treatability 
Manuals to determine the typical removal efficiency for the existing Calgon Carbon Corporation Modular Model 10 Granular 
Activated Carbon treatment system.  One additional step in the analysis was required; comparing the estimated removal 
efficiency to the actual removal efficiency for the site-specific treatment system.  The existing treatment system has 
historically achieved the existing TDA effluent limitations for Benzene (Average Monthly of 0.010 mg/L and Instantaneous 
Maximum of 0.020 mg/L), therefore, the actual technology-based limitations for Benzene should be based on the existing 
treatment system which is proven to achieve the Average Monthly limit of 0.010 mg/L and Instantaneous Maximum limit of 
0.020 mg/L.   
 
In accordance with the anti-backsliding regulations at 40 CFR 122.44, the threshold to revise effluent limitations to be less 
stringent than previously imposed has not been met.  Imposing the current and achievable technology-based effluent 
limitation for Benzene at Outfall 005 is required. 
 
Two (2) changes to the 2nd Draft Permit pertaining to this comment.  The Outfall 005 Benzene effluent limitation (Average 
Monthly of 0.010 mg/L and Instantaneous Maximum of 0.020 mg/L) are imposed.    
 
 
Facility Comment 2: 
Part A I.D. – Outfall 101 – 2,4-Dichlorophenol on Quarterly Outfall 101 testing appears to have the average lbs/day and max 
lbs./day limits switched. 
 
Department Response: 
The typos pertaining to Outfall 101 self-monitoring for 2,4-Dichlorophenol has been corrected to properly reflect the Mass 
Load Monitoring Average Monthly (0.018 lbs/day) and Daily Maximum (0.052 lbs/day) limits. 
 
Two (2) changes to the 2nd Draft Permit were completed pertaining to this comment.  The typos pertaining to Outfall 101’s 
self-monitoring for 2,4-Dichlorophenol Mass Load Monitoring Average Monthly (0.018 lbs/day) and Daily Maximum (0.052 
lbs/day) limits were corrected. 
 
 
Facility Comment 3: 
Part A I.D. – Outfall 101 – Neville Chemical has a concern that the significant reduction in the quarterly limits could cause a 
number of violations if the sampling results are reported with a dilution factor.  Should the lab report result with a dilution 
factor, a number of the parameters reported as non-detect would be above the proposed permit limits.  Neville has an 
extensive history of quarterly parameters being reported as non-detect at one dilution.  On occasion, however, these same 
parameters being reported as non-detect with a dilution factor, increasing the reporting limit by a multiple of this factor. 
 
Department Response: 
Quarterly effluent limitations became more stringent due to the multiple other wastewater sources that also get treated by the 
treatment system.  The ELG does not apply to these other wastewater sources, and thus must be accounted for while 
imposing the ELG limitations.  This is completed using mass-balance approach, reducing the ELG Effluent Limitation 
Concentration by approximately 1/3 based on wastewater flowrates. 
 
The Department reviewed the self-monitoring effluent limitations of Outfall 101 down to the Department’s Target QLs and 
noticed that the effluent limitations for Phenol (Average Monthly – 0.005 mg/L, Daily Maximum – 0.009 mg/L) are lower than the 
Target QL is 0.010 mg/L.  40 CFR Part 414.91 lists the average monthly effluent limitation for Phenol as 0.015 mg/L.  Due to the 
other wastewater sources, the effluent limitation was reduced following mass balance analysis.  The reduction accounting for 
mass-balance of the other wastewater sources lowers the Phenol Average Monthly and Daily Maximum limits to below the 
Department’s Target QL.  For the facility to demonstrate compliance for Phenol Effluent limitations, a statistical value 
reported on the DMR that is less than the QL (i.e., “non-detect”) will be considered in compliance for both Average Monthly 
and Daily Maximum. 
 
Permit Condition V. Effluent Limitations Below Quantitation Limits was added to Part C of the 2nd Draft NPDES Permit.   
 
One change to the 2nd Draft Permit pertaining to this comment, adding Permit Condition V. Effluent Limitation Below 
Quantitation Limits was added.  
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

 
On March 8, 2023, Jennifer Fulton submitted EPA’s comments via electronic mail in response to publication of the 2nd Draft 
NPDES Permit PA00004979 for the Neville Chemical Company Facility. 
 
EPA Comment 1:  Page 3 of the Fact Sheet Addendum, states that the updated TMS model for Outfall 101 did not 
recommend WQBELs for Total Boron at Outfall 101.  Please provide the updated TMS spreadsheet for EPA review, which 
should be also included as part of the fact sheet documentation. 
 
Department Response: 
The updated TMS Model is contained in Attachment A of this Fact Sheet Addendum.  The updated TMS model revised the 
Total Boron concentration from 35 mg/L to 240 mg/L.  The Total Boron concentration was the only revision completed to the 
original TMS Model for Outfall 101.  No WQBEL is recommended in the Total Boron concentration TMS model.  Total Boron 
does not have reasonable potential to exceed water quality criteria. 
 
No changes to the 2nd Draft NPDES Permit were made pertaining to this comment.  The updated TMS model data are 
attached.  
 
 
EPA Comment 2:  As discussed on the 3/2/23 call, the Fact Sheet Addendum explains that the TDA applied the most 
stringent water quality criterion for Benzene with no consideration for dilution, but the value was higher than the Benzene 
criterion.  It was discussed that this may not have been the basis for the TDA value and PADEP is going to determine 

whether any clarifying information can be provided on this.  

 
Department Response: 
Refer to Facility Comment 1, Department Response.  Neville Chemicals Co. currently operates a treatment system that 
achieves a lower benzene effluent limit than those calculated to protect water quality.  Accordingly, the technology limits will 
remain in effect. 
 
No changes made to the 2nd Draft Permit pertaining to this comment. 
 
 
EPA Comment 3:  EPA has requested, and PADEP indicated that it would provide an electronic copy of the previous permit 
for this facility.     
 
Department Response: 
The Department acknowledges the comment and no change to the 2nd Draft Permit pertaining to this comment. The existing 
administratively extended NPDES Permit was emailed to EPA on June 21, 2023.   
 
 
EPA Comment 4:  The fact sheet addendum did not fully address EPA’s comment about the ELG requirement to determine 
the mass limits for metal bearing and cyanide bearing waste streams at outfall 101.  The fact sheet will need to document 
whether there are metal and/or cyanide bearing waste streams as listed in Appendix A to 40 CFR Part 414, which would 
require separate consideration per 40 CFR 414.91(b).   
 
Department Response: 
On March 3, 2023, the Department asked Neville Chemical if the facility has any of the waste streams identified in Appendix 
A to Part 414 – Non-Complexed Metal-Bearing Waste Streams and Cyanide-Bearing Waste Streams.  On March 9, 2023, 
Jeffrey Milhoan of Neville Chemical, confirmed that the facility does not use metal catalysts in any of their processes so none 
of the Appendix A Waste Streams are generated at the facility. 
 
No changes to the 2nd Draft NPDES Permit were made pertaining to this comment.  
 
 
EPA Comment 5:  The original fact sheet provided the RP analysis in the TMS for outfall 101, and the Department fact 
sheet addendum recalculated the appropriate TBELs using the process wastewater flow, but there was no apparent 
documentation that a comparison of the TBELs and WQBELs was conducted to ensure that the most stringent limitations 
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were applied in the permit.  PADEP may have performed this evaluation, but it is unclear.  The fact sheet addendum should 
provide a discussion to address this.    
 
 
Department Response: 
The Fact Sheet to the 1st Draft Permit evaluated water quality-based limitations for Outfall 101.  Attachment A of the Fact 
Sheet contained the TMS model summary, which only recommended monitoring and report for Fluoride. Monitor and report 
of Fluoride was imposed in the monitoring requirements of Outfall 101.   
 
No changes to the 2nd Draft NPDES Permit were made pertaining to this comment.  
 
 
Due to the significant changes proposed in response to the Draft Permit comments, the Department will publish a 2nd Draft of 
the NPDES Permit in the PA Bulletin. 
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Attachment A – TMS Model with Total Boron Update (240 mg/L) 
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