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SOUTHCENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal 
NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 

ADDENDUM 

Application No. PA0027197 

Facility Type Sewage APS ID 276152 

Major / Minor Major Authorization ID 1032943 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

 

Applicant Name Capital Region Water  Facility Name Harrisburg STP  

Applicant Address 3003 N Front Street   Facility Address 1662 S Cameron Street   

 Harrisburg, PA 17110-1224   Harrisburg, PA 17104-3145  

Applicant Contact Jeffrey Bowra  Facility Contact Jess Rosentel  

Applicant Phone (717) 216-5255  Facility Phone (717) 736-9742  

Client ID 43333  Site ID 454377  

SIC Code 4952  Municipality Harrisburg City  

SIC Description Trans. & Utilities - Sewerage Systems  County Dauphin  

Date Published in PA Bulletin July 15, 2023  EPA Waived? No  

Comment Period End Date August 15, 2023  If No, Reason Major Sewage w/ CSO  

Purpose of Application Application for a renewal of an NPDES permit for discharge of treated Sewage   

A 

 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

A draft permit was prepared on June 28, 2023 and published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on July 15, 2023 for public comments 
for 30 days.  No public comments were received.  A number of draft permit comments were received from US EPA and the 
permittee.  There comments have been addressed as below.   
 

1. US EPA (original email dated August 1, 2023 is attached to this fact sheet addendum) 
 
a) UV Disinfection  

The draft permit contains UV disinfection monitoring requirement.  However, this is a technical error as the facility 
currently utilizes chlorination as disinfection and the draft permit fact sheet prepared on June 1, 2023 discusses 
the Total Residual Chlorine (TRC) effluent limits.  Therefore, the proposed UV disinfection monitoring requirement 
will be removed from the draft permit and include TRC requirements.  The June 1, 2023 draft permit fact sheet 
indicated that 0.5 mg/L of average monthly effluent limit of TRC is application; however, the analysis was 
performed incorrectly.  During the review, DEP did not consider acute and chronic partial mixing factors between 
the discharge and receiving stream and used default values in DEP’s TRC_CALC worksheet.  DEP revisited this 
worksheet using correct acute and chronic partial mixing factors and the worksheet recommends the average 
monthly limit of 0.05 mg/L with instantaneous maximum limit of 0.16 mg/L.  Based on the current data, the facility 
may not be able to achieve compliance with these limits.  DEP has therefore determined to provide one-year 
interim period for the facility to achieve compliance with these limits or find an alternate disinfection method.  
Ultimately, the existing effluent limits will continue to be included in the permit for one year; then new TRC limits 
will replace these existing limits.  The updated TRC_CALC worksheet is attached to this fact sheet addendum.       
 

b) Combined Sewer Overflow   
The following conditions have been modified as a result of EPA’s comments:  
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

1. Part C.II.B.1 Continued Implementation of Nine Minimum Controls  
 
Original:  

 
1. Conduct proper operations and regular maintenance programs – The permittee shall implement the 
operation and maintenance plan for the CSS that includes the elements listed below. The permittee shall 
also update the plan to incorporate any changes to the system and shall operate and maintain the system 
according to the plan.  
 
a. See Modification to Partial Consent Decree (Civil Action No. 1:15-cv-00291-CCC)  

 
Proposed: 

 
1. Conduct proper operations and regular maintenance programs – The permittee shall implement the 
operation and maintenance plan for the CSS. The permittee shall also update the plan to incorporate any 
changes to the system and shall operate and maintain the system according to the plan.  

 
2. Part C.II.C.1, 2, & 3 Implementation of Long-Term Control Plan 

 
Original:  
 
1. The permittee’s Long-Term Control Plan (LTCP) and schedule are approved and are incorporated by 

reference into this NPDES Permit. The permittee shall implement the LTCP as set forth in paragraph 
C.2, below.  

 
2. CSO Water Quality-Based Effluent Limit  

The permittee shall comply with the performance standards that have been agreed to in the Modification 
to Partial Consent Decree (Civil Action No. 1:15-cv-00291-CCC).  
 

3. LTCP Implementation Schedule  
The permittee shall implement the LTCP in accordance with the schedule agreed upon in the 
Modification to Partial Consent Decree (Civil Action No. 1:15-cv-00291-CCC).  
 
If this permit is administratively extended, the permittee shall continue to implement its approved LTCP 
and approved PCCM Plan, as applicable, in accordance with the approved schedule. 

 
Proposed: 
 
1. The permittee shall implement and effectively operate and maintain all existing CSO controls, and shall 

submit a revised LTCP by no later than December 31, 2024.  The permittee shall submit an application 
for a major permit amendment within 45 days of LTCP approval.     
 

2. CSO Water Quality-Based Effluent Limit 
The permittee shall comply with a minimum of one of the following under design conditions:   
 
A) A planned control program that has been demonstrated to be adequate to meet the water quality-
based requirements of the CWA (“demonstration approach”), or  
 
B) A minimum level of treatment that is presumed to meet the water quality-based requirements of the 
CWA, unless data indicate otherwise (“presumption approach”): 

1. Eliminate or capture for treatment, or storage and subsequent treatment, at least 85% of the 
system-wide combined sewage volume collected in the combined sewer system during 
precipitation events under design conditions; or 

2. Discharge no more than an average of [4, 5, or 6] overflow events per year; or 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

3. Eliminate or remove no less than the mass of the pollutants identified as causing water quality 
impairment, for the volumes that would be eliminated or captured for treatment under the 85% 
capture by volume approach.  

 
 3.   LTCP Implementation Schedule 

The permittee shall implement the revised LTCP (to be submitted by no later than December 31, 2024) in 
accordance with the schedule agreed upon in the LTCP approval.   
 
If this permit is administratively extended, the permittee shall continue to operate and maintain all existing 
CSO controls and implement, upon approval, the revised LTCP and PCCM Plan, as applicable, in 
accordance with the approved schedule.”  
 

 
3. Other Condition  

The previous condition related to CSO bypass was not included in the draft permit; but this will once again be 
included in the permit.   
 

2. Permittee (original email dated October 20, 2023 is attached to this fact sheet addendum)    
 
Part A. 
1. Minimum Measurement Frequency  

The proposed daily sampling requirements for TSS are consistent with DEP’s technical guidance no. 362-0400-
001.  No change will be made.   
 

2. UV Disinfection 
See US EPA’s comment a) above. 
   

3. E. Coli, Total Aluminum, Total Zinc 
These are new requirements.  The basis for these requirements is specified in the June 1, 2023 draft permit fact 
sheet.   
 

4. Location Descriptions for CSO outfalls will be corrected as a result of draft permit comments.   
  

5. Additional narrative conditions:  These conditions are standard conditions placed in all NPDES permits. Some of 
those conditions may therefore not be applicable to certain facilities but continue to be placed in the permit 
regardless.  No changes will be made.   

 
Part B  
These conditions are standard conditions placed in all NPDES permits. Some of those conditions may therefore not 
be applicable to certain facilities but continue to be placed in the permit regardless.  No changes will be made.   
 
Part C and other comments 
No significant comments are made that would modify the proposed requirements.  The permittee may contact the 
Department for further discussion on these comments.   

 
Given the number of draft permit comments and changes being made to the draft permit, it is recommended that the permit be 
redrafted and republished in the Pennsylvania Bulletin for 30 days for another public commenting period.   
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Draft Permit Comments (EPA) 
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Draft Permit Comments (Permittee) 
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DEP TRC_CALC worksheet 
 

 


