
 

Approve Deny Signatures Date 

✓   
Ryan C. Decker, P.E. / Environmental Engineer 

February 12, 2026 

✓  
Michael E. Fifth, P.E. / Environmental Engineer Manager 

February 12, 2026 

 

Southwest Regional Office 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type 

DEP-Initiated 
Major 
Amendment 

NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 
INDIVIDUAL INDUSTRIAL WASTE (IW) 

AND IW STORMWATER 

Application No. PA0095176 

Facility Type Industrial APS ID 1148806 

Major / Minor Minor Authorization ID 1546463 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

a 
Applicant Name Elliott Company, Inc.  Facility Name Jeannette Facility  

Applicant Address 901 North 4th Street   Facility Address Jeannette Machine Plant   

 Jeannette, PA 15644-1474   Jeannette, PA 15644-0800  

Applicant Contact 
Jason Steele, Sr. Manager EHS; Global 
Manufacturing 

 
Facility Contact ***same as applicant*** 

 

Applicant Phone (724) 600-8283  Facility Phone ***same as applicant***  

Applicant Email jsteele@elliott-turbo.com  Facility Email ***same as applicant***  

Client ID 79629  Site ID 244365  

SIC Code 3511, 3563  Municipality Jeannette City  

SIC Description 

Manufacturing - Air And Gas 
Compressors, Manufacturing - Turbines 
And Turbine Generator Sets 

 

County Westmoreland 

 

Date Application Received N/A  EPA Waived? Yes  

Date Application Accepted N/A  If No, Reason   

  
Purpose of Application Modification of effluent limitations and related requirements for Oil & Grease at Outfalls 003 and 015.  

a 

 

Summary of Review 

On June 26, 2025, the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) renewed NPDES Permit PA0095176 for discharges 
from Elliott Company, Inc.’s (Elliott) Jeannette Facility.  On July 24, 2025, Elliott filed an appeal of the June 26, 2025 permit.  
Elliott’s Notice of Appeal is attached.  Elliott objected to DEP’s calculation of Oil and Grease effluent limits at Outfalls 003 and 
015. 
 
Elliott combines multiple sources for treatment and discharge through Outfalls 003 and 015.  Sources discharging through 
Outfall 003 include the following in decreasing order by volume:  building/machine foundation sumps (groundwater), boiler 
blowdown, cooling tower blowdown, building/machine foundation sumps (process wastewater), hydrostatic testing wastewater, 
storm water from the gas/diesel aboveground storage tank containment drain, and paint booth steam cleaning water.  Sources 
discharging through Outfall 015 include the following in decreasing order by volume:  intermittent storm water, building/machine 
foundation sumps (groundwater), building/machine foundation sumps (process wastewater), cooling tower blowdown, and 
hydrostatic testing wastewater.  Wastewaters directed to each outfall are treated by an oil/water separator. 
 
Elliott has a series of concrete-lined pits at the Jeannette Facility that contain manufacturing and testing machinery/equipment 
associated with “oily operations” regulated under 40 C.F.R. Part 438 – Metals Products and Machinery Point Source Category 
Effluent Limitations Guidelines.  During an October 16, 2025 inspection of the facility by DEP, Elliott indicated that the pits’ 
foundations are approximately twenty-two feet deep and that the groundwater table across the site is shallow at approximately 
six to nine feet deep.  Consequently, the pits’ foundations are thirteen to sixteen feet below the groundwater table.  To maintain 
the structural integrity of the pits and mitigate buoyant forces acting on the pits’ foundations, the exterior of each pit is 
surrounded by several groundwater sumps that are used to pump groundwater away from the foundations.  The groundwater 
is presumptively uncontaminated by oils and greases except for 1) the introduction of oils and greases directly into the sumps 

mailto:jsteele@elliott-turbo.com


NPDES Permit Fact Sheet NPDES Permit No. PA0095176 A-1 
Elliott Company Inc. – Jeannette Facility  
 

2 

Summary of Review 

from grates covering the sumps, and 2) the combination of groundwater pumped from the sumps, oily wastewaters from the 
pits, and other process wastewaters for treatment and discharge. 
 

 
Image 1. Equipment pit (typ.) 

 

 
Image 2. Groundwater sump and equipment pit 

Groundwater sump 
covered by grate 

Equipment Pit 
(Image 1) 
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Summary of Review 

Elliott indicated that it uses the groundwater sumps as a form of secondary containment (basically, floor drains that are directed 
to treatment).  If there is a spill near one of the sumps, then the spilled fluids would flow into the sumps through the grates and 
then be pumped to treatment.  Elliott considered this passive collection procedure to be advantageous for spill management. 
 

 
Image 3. Groundwater sump with grate removed (typ.) 

 

 
Image 4. View down groundwater sump (typ.) 
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Summary of Review 

Based on DEP inspections at the Facility and a review of the storm water and groundwater conveyance and treatment facilities 
at the Facility, DEP has determined that the following revisions to the NPDES permit are warranted: 
 

• Remove more stringent effluent limits for Oil and Grease at Outfalls 003 and 015 that are due to take effect 59 months 
after the permit effective date. 
 

• Extend the 15.0 mg/L average monthly and 30.0 mg/L maximum daily Oil and Grease limits at Outfalls 003 and 015 
so that they are effective for the entire permit term. 

 

• Remove Oil and Grease from Part C, Condition VII “Schedule of Compliance for Total Suspended Solids and Oil & 
Grease”. 

 
DEP agrees to those changes because DEP acknowledges that Elliott’s oil/water separators are designed to effectively remove 
Oil and Grease from the full volume of wastewaters they receive.  Since none of the requirements removed from the permit 
have taken effect, there are no anti-backsliding implications. 
 
Pollution Prevention 
 
25 Pa. Code § 92a.10 states: 
 

(a) The Department will encourage pollution prevention by providing assistance to the permittee and users of the 
permittee’s facilities in the consideration of pollution prevention measures such as process changes, materials 
substitution, reduction in volume of water use, in-process recycling and reuse of water and general measures of ‘‘good 
housekeeping’’ within the plant or facility. 
 

(b) The Department will encourage consideration of the following measures, in descending order of preference, for 
environmental management of wastes: 

(1) Process change. 
(2) Materials substitution. 
(3) Reuse. 
(4) Recycling. 
(5) Treatment. 
(6) Disposal. 

 
In the context of 25 Pa. Code § 92a.10, DEP provides the following: 
 
The intentional combination of groundwater from building foundation drains and contaminated process wastewaters is not an 
industry best practice.  Foundation drains are normally kept separate from industrial wastewaters to prevent foundation drain 
water that is generally uncontaminated from becoming contaminated by industrial wastewaters.  The separation of those 
sources reduces the volume of industrial wastewater that must be collected, treated, and discharged in compliance with 
NPDES permit effluent limits.  In that respect, note that “treatment” is the second to last option in order of preference for 
environmental management of wastes under § 92a.10(b). 
 
Absent a spill or another source of flowing water/fluids, residual oils and greases on the plant floor are unlikely to be mobilized 
into the groundwater sumps in significant quantities.  Also, consistent with their purpose, all groundwater sumps are located 
near equipment pits, so the equipment pits themselves could be used as secondary containment for spillage instead of the 
groundwater sumps. 
 
In the interest of pollution prevention, DEP encourages Elliott to consider the following measures to reduce or separate 
groundwater from process wastewaters, or otherwise to reduce the exposure of groundwater to industrial contaminants: 
 

• Install removable, sealable covers over the groundwater sumps to prevent direct inflow of spillage and residual 
contaminants into the groundwater sumps. 
 

• Install shallow grated surface channels into the plant floor around the groundwater sumps to direct any spillage and 
residual contaminants near the equipment pits directly into the equipment pits themselves and away from the 
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Summary of Review 

groundwaters sumps.  This would convert the pits into secondary containment and maintain a passive collection 
method for spills on the plant floor instead of using the groundwater sumps for that purpose. 

 

• For pits equipped with permanent pumps that are connected to the wastewater collection system that leads to the 
oil/water separators at Outfalls 003 and 015, convert those pits into standalone containment structures from which 
process wastewater is pumped in a manual operation as needed.  Elliott reported during DEP’s October 16, 2025 
inspection that some pits need to be cleaned out manually because they are not plumbed into the wastewater collection 
systems that lead to the oil/water separators.  To the extent that separation of groundwater and process wastewater 
from the pits is not possible due to buried piping and inaccessible infrastructure where those sources combine, 
eliminating contributions of process wastewaters might be an option given the relatively small volumes of process 
wastewaters generated at the facility compared to foundation drain groundwater. 

 

• Perform inspections of the equipment pits for cracks/groundwater infiltration and repair as necessary. 
 

• Seal floor drains in the paint booth. 
 
Public Participation 
 
DEP will publish notice of the receipt of the NPDES permit application and a tentative decision to issue the individual NPDES 
permit in the Pennsylvania Bulletin in accordance with 25 Pa. Code § 92a.82.  Upon publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, 
DEP will accept written comments from interested persons for a 30-day period (which may be extended for one additional 15-
day period at DEP’s discretion), which will be considered in making a final decision on the application.  Any person may request 
or petition for a public hearing with respect to the application.  A public hearing may be held if DEP determines that there is 
significant public interest in holding a hearing.  If a hearing is held, notice of the hearing will be published in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin at least 30 days prior to the hearing and in at least one newspaper of general circulation within the geographical area 
of the discharge. 
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