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NORTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal 
NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 

ADDENDUM 

Application No. PA0100277 

Facility Type Sewage APS ID 1017790 

Major / Minor Major Authorization ID 1316945 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

 

Applicant Name 
North & South Shenango Township 
Joint Municipal Authority  

 

Facility Name North & South Shenango Joint STP 

 

Applicant Address 3334 Water Trail Drive   Facility Address 3334 Water Trail Drive   

 Jamestown, PA 16134-4412   Jamestown, PA 16134-4412  

Applicant Contact Michael Richter  Facility Contact Ryan Wise  

Applicant Phone (724) 932-3138  Facility Phone   

Client ID 44974  Site ID 240657  

SIC Code 4952  Municipality South Shenango Township  

SIC Description Trans. & Utilities - Sewerage Systems  County Crawford  

Date Published in PA Bulletin   EPA Waived? No  

Comment Period End Date   If No, Reason Major Facility  

  

Purpose of Application Application for a renewal of an NPDES permit for discharge of treated Sewage   

A 

 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

This NPDES permit renewal was initially drafted in February of 2022. Several years have elapsed since the draft period, so 
the permit is being re-drafted. The Department received several comments on the initial draft permit, all via email, and each 
comment will be summarized below with the emails attached at the end of this document.  
 
The Environmental Protection Agency commented on March 13, 2022. EPA noted that the draft permit did not 
propose an effluent limit for Total Zinc, but rather monitoring requirements and a Toxics Reduction Evaluation 
(TRE) to determine whether an effluent limit would be necessary. EPA also noted the draft permit was to be 
forwarded to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and requested we forward any of USFWS’ comments to EPA for their 
own review and records.  
 
The Department’s Response: The permittee submitted supplemental sampling after the initial draft permit, and this 
data was incorporated into our Toxics Management Spreadsheet (TMS). TMS modeling did not recommend 
monitoring for Total Zinc, but The Department shall retain monitoring for Total Zinc due to concerns for its effect on 
Threatened & Endangered species of freshwater mussels present in the receiving stream. EPA’s comments are 
contained in this document, which is being forwarded to USFWS upon re-draft.  
 
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) requested a joint meeting with The Department and the PA Fish & Boat 
Commission (PFBC) in March of 2022, then submitted a comment (which also serves as a meeting summary). 
USFWS supported the Department’s decision to approve the permit provided the permit could be modified based on 
new data collected, and a joint study plan was to be implemented by PFCB, DEP, and USFWS.  
 
The Department’s Response: This study plan was to involve water quality data, a mussel survey, and mussel 
toxicity data. The water quality data collection and mussel survey were performed by the Department. No mussel 
toxicity data was received. The initial draft permit proposed an effluent limit for Total Copper, then monitoring for 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

Total Nickel, Total Zinc, and Chloride to be protective of T&E species of freshwater mussels. TMS modeling of the 
supplemental water quality data recommended monitoring-only for Total Copper, and did not recommend 
monitoring for the other parameters. The Department shall impose monitoring requirements for each of those 
parameters. The standard permit terms reserve the right for the Department to revisit effluent limits upon renewal of 
an NPDES permit, or to conduct a Department-initiated amendment during the term of a permit if the facility’s 
discharge becomes a public nuisance. This should satisfy USFWS’ concern.  
 
The Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission also requested the joint meeting with the Department and USFWS. 
PAFBC’s comments were identical to USFWS’ comments above, and have been addressed in the above response.  
 
The North and South Shenango Joint Municipal Authority (NSSJMA) submitted comments to the Department in 
March of 2022. They requested a meeting with the Department to discuss effluent limits on Total Copper, 
Benzo(a)Anthracene, Benzo(a)Pyrene, and Benzo(k)Fluoranthene, and a Toxics Reduction Evaluation proposed by 
the Department. In that meeting, the Department granted a supplemental sampling period from April through July of 
2022. Samples were taken 2/Month for Copper, Aluminum, Zinc, Bis(2-ethylhexyl) Phthalate, Benzo(a)Anthracene, 
Benzo(a)Pyrene, and Benzo(k)Fluoranthene. 1/Quarter samples (meaning one sample each) were taken for Nickel 
and Chloride. These samples were submitted along with follow-up comments in an email to the Department in 
August of 2022. The permittee requested we consider these additional samples in justifying revising and/or 
removing our requirements for Copper, the three Benzo parameters, and bis(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate, stating the 
sampling would constitute an unnecessary financial burden.  
 
The Department’s Response: The Department entered the supplemental sampling data into TMS and agrees that 
monitoring for the three Benzo parameters, and Total Aluminum can justifiably be removed. However, the samples 
for bis(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate justify an effluent limit that shall be added to the second draft permit. Total Copper 
sample results justify monitoring-only based on TMS modeling on the grounds that these results would have 
justified relaxing limits to monitoring-only if the facility had a Total Copper effluent limit already.  
  
 
Note that initial draft NPDES permit section C.V. “WQBELs BELOW QUANTITATION LIMITS” was removed from the permit 
because the parameters it regarded (the Benzo parameters) have been removed.  
 
There are currently no open violations for this client (44974) as of 3/31/2026. 
 
The modeling used in this analysis is attached to this addendum. The original fact sheet is attached after that for reference.  
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