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Northwest Regional Office 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 
INDIVIDUAL INDUSTRIAL WASTE (IW) 

AND IW STORMWATER 

Application No. PA0253006 

Facility Type Industrial APS ID 1148984 

Major / Minor Minor Authorization ID 1546759 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

a 

Applicant Name Cook Inc.  Facility Name Cook Vandergrift  

Applicant Address 1186 Montgomery Lane   Facility Address 1186 Montgomery Lane   

 Vandergrift, PA 15690-6065   Vandergrift, PA 15690-6065  

Applicant Contact Ryon Mazzond  Facility Contact    

Applicant Phone (724) 553-6251  Facility Phone   

Applicant Email ryon.mazzon@cookmedical.com     

Client ID 307309  Site ID 655285  

SIC Code 3841  Municipality Parks Township  

SIC Description 
Manufacturing - Surgical and Medical 
Instruments 

 
County Armstrong 

 

Date Application Received October 23, 2025  EPA Waived? Yes  

Date Application Accepted January 28, 2026  If No, Reason   

  

Purpose of Application NPDES Permit Renewal Application for the Discharge of Treated Industrial Waste  

a 

 

Summary of Review 

Cook Vandergrift Inc. is a manufacturer of specialized reproductive health devices for vitro fertilizations, and other medical 
devices. Waste(s) generated in the manufacturing of products include Acetone, Methanol, 2-Propanol and various other 
chemical waste(s). Maintenance of the facility generates waste oil, used fluorescent lights, and lithium batteries. 
 
A groundwater seep impacted by organic contaminants has been identified on site with Trichloroethene (TCE) detected at 
the highest concentration. The volatile organic compounds (VOCs) detected in groundwater at the site are associated with 
the historical operations conducted when the property was part of the former NUMEC/Arco Medical/Babcock and Wilcox 
Facility, where Trichloroethene (TCE) was reportedly used to process nuclear materials. 
 
Groundwater cleanup system consists of a groundwater collection trench located beneath the footprint of the facility that 
conveys groundwater to a collection manhole. The groundwater is then pumped using a 20 gpm self-priming pump to two 
liquid phase activated carbon tanks containing 500-pounds of Granular Activated Carbon (GAC) used for the removal of 
dissolved-phase volatile organic compounds including Trichloroethylene and cis-1,2-Dichloroehtylene. Treatment includes 
filtration to remove suspended solids. No backwash is performed for this system. 
 
The existing treatment facilities are permitted under WQM Permit No. 0306201 issued on May 24, 2006. The WQM permit 
was transferred to the current permittee on December 2, 2014.  
 
Treated groundwater is discharged via Outfall 001 along with stormwater. The stormwater at Outfall 001 is covered under a 
No Exposure Certification. There are no ELGs apply to this facility. 
 
An inspection of the facility was conducted on January 24, 2024. The inspection report did not cite any violations. 
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Summary of Review 

The facility’s PPC Plan was received with the permit renewal application. The PPC Plan was last revised on July 30, 2025. 
 
Act 14 – Proof of Notification was submitted and received. 
 

There are NO open violations in WMS for the subject Client ID (307309) as of February 3, 2026. 
 
Public Participation 
 
DEP will publish notice of the receipt of the NPDES permit application and a tentative decision to issue the individual NPDES 
permit in the Pennsylvania Bulletin in accordance with 25 Pa. Code § 92a.82.  Upon publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, 
DEP will accept written comments from interested persons for a 30-day period (which may be extended for one additional 15-
day period at DEP’s discretion), which will be considered in making a final decision on the application.  Any person may request 
or petition for a public hearing with respect to the application.  A public hearing may be held if DEP determines that there is 
significant public interest in holding a hearing.  If a hearing is held, notice of the hearing will be published in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin at least 30 days prior to the hearing and in at least one newspaper of general circulation within the geographical area 
of the discharge. 
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Changes Since Last Permit Issuance: N/A 
 
Other Comments: The Kiskiminetas River—the receiving waters for discharges from Outfall 001—is impaired by Total 
Suspended Solids and Acid Mine Drainage, but the subject facility is not expected to be a cause or source of the 
impairment. 
 
 

Discharge, Receiving Waters and Water Supply Information 

 

 Outfall No. 001  Design Flow (MGD) .036  

 Latitude 40º 37' 44.00"  Longitude -79º 35' 8.00"  

 Quad Name Leechburg  Quad Code 40079F5  

 Wastewater Description: Groundwater Cleanup Discharge  

 

 Receiving Waters Kiskiminetas River (WWF)  Stream Code 42816  

 NHD Com ID 125290358  RMI 7.86  

 Drainage Area 1862 square miles  Yield (cfs/mi2) 0.082  

 Q7-10 Flow (cfs) 152.68  Q7-10 Basis Calculated  

 Elevation (ft) 763  Slope (ft/ft) ---  

 Watershed No. 18-B  Chapter 93 Class. WWF  

 Existing Use ---  Existing Use Qualifier ---  

 Exceptions to Use ---  Exceptions to Criteria ---  

 Assessment Status Impaired  

 Cause(s) of Impairment Metals, Total Suspended Solids (TSS)  

 Source(s) of Impairment Acid Mine Drainage  

 TMDL Status Final  Name 
Kiskiminetas-Conemaugh River 
Watersheds TMDL  

 

 Background/Ambient Data Data Source  

 pH (SU) 7.0  Default  

 Temperature (°F) 77  Default  

 Hardness (mg/L) 100  Default  

 Other: ---  ---  

    

 Nearest Downstream Public Water Supply Intake Buffalo Township Municipal Water Authority - Freeport  

 PWS Waters Allegheny River   Flow at Intake (cfs) ---  

 PWS RMI 30.0  Distance from Outfall (mi) 8.5  
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DMR Data for Outfall 001 (from December 1, 2024, to November 30, 2025) 

 
Parameter NOV-25 OCT-25 SEP-25 AUG-25 JUL-25 JUN-25 MAY-25 APR-25 MAR-25 FEB-25 JAN-25 DEC-24 

             Flow (MGD) 
Average Monthly 0.005664 0.004285 0.006531 0.007184 0.008759 0.008833 0.008011 0.007480 0.006386 0.006859 0.005683 0.005931 

Flow (MGD) 
Daily Maximum 0.006415 0.006354 0.006728 0.008273 0.011782 0.011438 0.010265 0.009110 0.008099 0.009044 0.006004 0.006441 

pH (S.U.) 
Instantaneous 
Minimum 6.41 6.41 6.61 6.61 6.43 6.39 6.37 6.32 6.51 6.47 6.49 6.45 

pH (S.U.) 
Instantaneous 
Maximum 6.38 6.39 6.63 6.49 6.61 6.43 6.62 6.62 6.47 6.57 6.57 6.53 

Total Manganese 
(mg/L) 
Instantaneous 
Maximum   0.00931   0.0135   < 0.004   0.0013 

cis-1,2-
Dichloroethylene 
(mg/L) 
Average Monthly < 0.00180 < 0.0018 < 0.0018 < 0.00180 < 0.0018 < 0.00180 < 0.00180 < 0.00180 < 0.0018 < 0.0018 < 0.0018 < 0.0018 

cis-1,2-
Dichloroethylene 
(mg/L) 
Instantaneous 
Maximum < 0.0018 < 0.0018 < 0.0018 < 0.00180 < 0.0018 < 0.00180 < 0.00180 < 0.00180 < 0.0018 

< 
0.00180 < 0.0018 < 0.00180 

Trichloroethylene 
(mg/L) 
Average Monthly < 0.0023 < 0.0023 < 0.0023 < 0.00230 < 0.0023 < 0.00230 < 0.00230 < 0.00230 

< 
0.00230 < 0.0023 < 0.0023 < 0.0023 

Trichloroethylene 
(mg/L) 
Instantaneous 
Maximum < 0.0023 < 0.0023 < 0.0023 < 0.00230 < 0.0023 < 0.00230 < 0.00230 < 0.00230 < 0.0023 

< 
0.00230 < 0.0023 < 0.0023 

Compliance History 
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Outfall No. 001  Design Flow (MGD) .036 

Latitude 40º 37' 44.00"  Longitude -79º 35' 8.00" 

Wastewater Description: Groundwater Cleanup Discharge 

 
 
Technology-Based Limitations 
 
The following technology-based limitations apply, subject to water quality analysis and BPJ where applicable: 
 

Parameter Limit (mg/l) SBC Federal Regulation State Regulation 

pH 6.0 – 9.0 S.U. Min – Max 133.102(c) 95.2(1) 

Trichloroethylene  0.005 Average Monthly 40 CFR § 125.3 N/A 

 
Comments: According to the US EPA Drinking Water Treatability Database (Attachment 1), Granular Activated Carbon 
(GAC) has been identified as a Best Available Technology (BAT) for the removal of Trichloroethylene (TCE) from drinking 
water. Because GAC remains the current treatment technology employed at this facility, the technology-based limitation of 
0.005 mg/L for Trichloroethylene established in the previous permits will be retained. 
 
 
Water Quality-Based Limitations 
 
A Reasonable Potential Analysis was performed using the Department’s Toxic Management Spreadsheet (Attachment 2). 
Based on the facility’s maximum operating flow of 0.0189 MGD, the spreadsheet did not recommend monitoring 
requirements or WQBELs for parameters detected in the discharge and sampled in Module 2 submitted with the renewal 
application using. However, due to the existing groundwater contamination, the effluent limits established for 
Trichloroethylene and the effluent monitoring requirement for cis-1,2-Dichloroethylene will be retained in this renewal.   
 
 
Kiskiminetas River Basin 
 
The Kiskiminetas River Watershed is impaired by Acid Mine Drainage and TMDLs have been established for Iron, 
Manganese, and Aluminum. Cook Vascular Inc. was included as part of the “Negligible Discharge Gross WLA” and 
therefore, does not have an individual Waste Load Allocation (WLA).  
 
Water quality data for Group 1 Pollutants including Iron, Aluminum and Manganese were received for the effluent on 
September 28, 2011, and for the treatment facility influent on June 25, 2015. In both sets of samples, average 
concentrations of Iron and Aluminum were below the detection limit of 0.1 mg/L. However, average concentrations of 
Manganese were 0.038 mg/L in the influent and 5.53 mg/L in the effluent. Therefore, to verify and support the “TMDL 
Negligible Discharge Gross WLA” and to evaluate seasonal variation in manganese levels in the groundwater, a quarterly 
monitoring requirement for Total Manganes was established. 
 
To continue supporting the TMDL evaluation, the quarterly monitoring requirement established for Total Manganese and 
included in the previous permits will be retained. 
 
 
Best Professional Judgment (BPJ) Limitations 
 
An inspection of the facility that was conducted on January 24, 2024, along with a Google Earth site review indicates that 
the facility is in compliance with No Exposure requirements. A review of the stormwater sampling results submitted with 
the renewal application shows that pollutants levels are below the “No Exposure” benchmarks except for Total Nitrogen 
and Chemical Oxygen Demand. Although exceedances were reported for these parameters, they are minor and are not 
considered a concern. As a result, no stormwater monitoring requirements will be implemented in the permit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Development of Effluent Limitations 
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Table 1: No Exposure Benchmark Values 
 

Parameter 
Sampling 

Results (mg/L) 
Benchmark 

Values (mg/L) 

pH (S.U.) Min 7.8 – Max 7.9  6.0 to 9.0 
Total Suspended Solids (TSS) < 5.0 ≤ 30.0 

Total Nitrogen 2.95 ≤ 2.0 
Total Phosphorus < 0.40 ≤ 1.0 
Oil and Grease < 1.40 ≤ 5.0 
Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD) 49.0 ≤ 30.0 
BOD5  4.50 ≤ 10 

 
 
Anti-Backsliding 
 
Effluent limits, monitoring requirements and conditions are being retained from the previous permit in accordance with the 
EPA’s anti-backsliding regulation 40 CFR 122.44(l). No changes to the current effluent limits or monitoring requirements 
are proposed as part of this renewal. 
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Proposed Effluent Limitations and Monitoring Requirements 

 
The limitations and monitoring requirements specified below are proposed for the draft permit, and reflect the most stringent limitations amongst technology, water 
quality and BPJ.  Instantaneous Maximum (IMAX) limits are determined using multipliers of 2 (conventional pollutants) or 2.5 (toxic pollutants).  Sample frequencies 
and types are derived from the “NPDES Permit Writer’s Manual” (386-0400-001), SOPs and/or BPJ. 
 
 Outfall 001, Effective Period: Permit Effective Date through Permit Expiration Date. 
 

Parameter 

Effluent Limitations Monitoring Requirements 

Mass Units (lbs/day) (1) Concentrations (mg/L) Minimum (2) 
Measurement 

Frequency 

Required 
Sample 

Type 
Average 
Monthly 

Average 
Weekly 

Average 
Monthly 

Average 
Monthly Maximum 

Instant. 
Maximum 

Flow (MGD) Report 
Report 

Daily Max XXX XXX XXX XXX 2/month Measured 

pH (S.U.) XXX XXX 
6.0 

Inst Min XXX XXX 9.0 2/month Grab 

Total Manganese XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX Report 1/quarter Grab 

cis-1,2-Dichloroethylene XXX XXX Report XXX XXX Report 2/month Grab 

Trichloroethylene XXX XXX XXX 0.005 XXX 0.012 2/month Grab 

 
Compliance Sampling Location: at Outfall 001, Prior to Mixing with Any Other Waters. 
 
Other Comments: Flow, Total Manganese, and cis-1,2-Dichloroethylene are monitor only based on Chapter 92a.61. The limits for pH are technology-based on 
Chapter 95.2(1). The limits for Trichloroethylene (TCE) are technology- based on the US EPA Drinking Water Treatability Database. 
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Cook Vandergrift Facility – eMap with Aerial Imagery 
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Outfall Location & Receiving Stream – eMap with Aerial Imagery 
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Drainage Area Location – StreamStats with Aerial Imagery 
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 
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For modeling purposes, the Point of Discharge (POD) was assigned an RMI value of 8.59, representing the distance in 
miles between the POD and the End of Reach 1 (Public Water Supply) location. This value differs from the actual RMI on 
Kiskiminetas River, which is 7.86. Similarly, the End of Reach 1 was assigned an RMI value of 0.01 for modeling 
consistency, although its actual RMI on the Allegheny River is 30.0 miles. 
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