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Southeast Regional Office 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal 
NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 

MS4s 

Application No. PAI130045 

Facility Type MS4 APS ID 950500 

Permit Type Individual Authorization ID 1198381 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

a 

Applicant Name Horsham Township   Facility Name Horsham Township MS4   

Applicant Address 1025 Horsham Road   Facility Address 1025 Horsham Road   

 Horsham, PA 19044-1326   Horsham, PA 19044-1326  

Applicant Contact William T. Gildea-Walker  Facility Contact William T. Gildea-Walker  

Applicant Phone (215) 643-3131  Facility Phone (215) 643-3131  

Client ID 78801  Site ID 617835  

SIC Code 9199  Municipality Horsham Township  

SIC Description Public Admin. - General Government  County Montgomery  

Date Application Received September 14, 2017     

Date Application Accepted October 6, 2017     

  

Purpose of Application Renewal of MS4 NPDES Individual Permit  

a 

 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

This applicant has submitted a MS4 Individual Permit Application Package containing TMDL/PRP for the coverage under the 
permit cycle 2018-2023. The previous permit was issued on 4/28/2004 as general NPDES Permit PAG130157.  
 
The township enacted a SWM Ordinance on January 8, 2014. 
 
The applicant has indicated in the application that it will rely on Pennsylvania’s Chapter 102 program for E & S controls and 
post-construction SWM requirements.  
 
The review of TMDL Plan/PRP is detailed in TMDL Plan/PRP Review Check List.  
 
Public Participation 
 
DEP will publish notice of the receipt of the NPDES permit application and a tentative decision to issue the individual NPDES 
permit in the Pennsylvania Bulletin in accordance with 25 Pa. Code § 92a.82.  Upon publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, 
DEP will accept written comments from interested persons for a 30-day period (which may be extended for one additional 15-
day period at DEP’s discretion), which will be considered in making a final decision on the application.  Any person may request 
or petition for a public hearing with respect to the application.  A public hearing may be held if DEP determines that there is 
significant public interest in holding a hearing.  If a hearing is held, notice of the hearing will be published in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin at least 30 days prior to the hearing and in at least one newspaper of general circulation within the geographical area 
of the discharge. 
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TMDL Plan/ PRP Review excerpts: 

 

The Horsham Township has submitted its TMDL Plan and PRP in compliance with its requirement as shown in MS4 

Requirements Table below: 

 

 
 
Warrington Lake and Park Creek are included in Neshaminy Creek TMDL Watershed. The TMDL Plan will be adequate for 
Appendix E requirements on these streams. 
 
Trewellyn Creek is included in Wissahickon TMDL Plan.  
 

The township has requirements to achieve its TMDL required load reductions in two TMDLs: Wissahickon TMDL and 

Neshaminy Creek TMDL, all of these being in two distinct HUC – 12s.  

Pennypack Creek has Appendix E requirement for sediment and total phosphorous.  
 
The township also has Appendix B – pathogens and Appendix C for PCB requirements on various streams, which must be 
complied with during this permit terms. 
 
The township has parsed areas that are not served by the municipality MS4, typically areas which included Drainage to 
PennDOT, Turnpike and/or railroad right - of - ways, drainage to private roads that do not enter MS4, and drainage directly 
flowing to the stream. The parsed areas are shown in the planning area map.  
 
TMDL Plan 
 
Little Neshaminy Creek 
 
According to EPA- approved Neshaminy Creek TMDL, the total existing loads, WLAs and Required Reductions: 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

 
 

 
 
Existing Load 
 
The Neshaminy Creek TMDL Plan includes the PRP approach of achieving a 10% reduction of sediment existing load, and 
this reduction is sufficient to achieve 5% reduction of nutrient existing loads as a presumptive approach.    
 
Horsham Township has 7,363 acres in Little Neshaminy Creek Watershed. The township rightfully parsed 4,457 acres. As 
such, it has MS4 served urbanized area is 2,906 acres, which was used to run MapShed Model.  
 
The township decided to calculate its existing load to Little Neshaminy Creek TMDL Watershed utilizing MapShed Modeling 
for its discharges from Various MS4 sewersheds. According to its own MapShed Model calculations: 
 
Existing Sediment Load = 2,087,556 lbs./year 
Planning Area = 2,906 acres 
 
TMDL Required Reduction = 2,087,556 X 0.17 = 354,885 lbs./year (TMDL Required 17% Reduction) 
 
The township decided to take 10% reduction of the load in this permit term. 
 
Permit Term Required Reduction = 2,087,556 X 0.10 = 208,756 lbs./year. 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

 
Proposed BMPS 
 
The township has proposed potential BMPs 13 Basin Retrofits, 1 Bioswale and 3 stream restorations of 1650 linear feet to 
achieve the required sediment reduction. The reduction loads were calculated utilizing MapShed Models. 
 



NPDES Permit Fact Sheet NPDES Permit No. PAI130045 
Horsham Township MS4 UA  

 
 

5 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

 
Total Sediment Reduction Loads from Proposed BMPs = 351,050 lbs./year which will exceed (if all  implemented) the permit 
term as well as TMDL required reduction of 208,756.0 lbs./year.  
 
Wissahickon Creek TMDL Plan 
 
Similar to Little Neshaminy Creek TMDL Plan, the Horsham Township has calculated its existing sediment load utilizing 
MapShed Model. The loads are given below: 
 

 
 
Proposed BMP 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

As the existing load and required reductions are very small in amount, the township can achieve them by implementing one 
BMP as stated in the table below. The reductions are shown below.  
 

 
Pollutants Reduction Plan (PRP) 
 
The township submitted its PRP for reduction of sediment and nutrients (total Phosphorous or phosphorous) in Pennypack 
Creek Watershed. It calculated its existing load utilizing MapShed Model on a planning area of 2,087 acres. The township has 
overall 3,632 acres in this watershed, but the planning area served by MS4 is 1,903 acres. So, it parsed 1,729 acres of UA, 
which included Drainage to PennDOT, Turnpike and/or railroad right – of – ways, drainage to private roads that do not enter 
MS4, and drainage directly flowing to the stream.  
 

 
Existing Sediment Load = 1,192,326 lbs./year 
 
10% Sediment Reduction = 119,233 lbs./year 
 
Proposed BMPs 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

The township selected the following BMPs to achieve the required sediment load reduction: 6 Basin Retrofits, 1 infiltration 
trench, and one stream restoration of 595 linear feet of one side. For one sided stream restoration BMP reduction load 
calculation, the rate of reduction was half of the full reduction rate of115 lb/feet/year.  
 

 
 
Total Sediment Reduction of 135,389 lbs./year exceeds the required reduction. A 10% reduction of sediment existing load is 
sufficient to achieve 5% reduction of nutrient existing load as a presumptive approach.    
 

Funding 
 

The municipality has stated in the plan its intention to apply for grants, such as Growing Greener, Watershed Restoration 
Protection, DCNR Grants to implement the proposed BMPs. However, the township is willing to utilize its General Fund to 
cover the cost for design and construction of the proposed BMPs if no grant money awarded to the township. 
 

Operation & Maintenance (O & M)  
 

The township has stated in the plan that the Horsham Township will be responsible for the O & M of the implemented BMPs 
for this plan. The BMPs will be inspected per PA BMP Manual.  
 

Public Participation for the Plans 
 

The TMDL/ PRP public notice was published in local newspaper on August 3, 2017. The plan was made available for public 

review on August 3, 2017. A comment period was provided ending on September 7, 2017. A public meeting held on August 

28, 2017, included this TMDL/PRP in the agenda. The township did not receive any comments from the public on this 

PRP/TMDL Plan. 

 

 


