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Top DEP Stories

Butler Eagle: Shapiro Administration announces commitment to fight climate change under new EPA
Climate Grant Program (pg 5)
https://kanerepublican.pressreader.com/kane-republican

WITF/Statelmpact: Pa. to get $6 million in grants for climate change planning from the Environmental
Protection Agency
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2023/04/14/pennsylvania-climate-change-planning/

PennWatch: Pennsylvania to Fight Climate Change Under New EPA Climate Grant Program
https://pennwatch.org/pennsylvania-to-fight-climate-change-under-new-epa-climate-grant-program/

Bradford Era: In private, Shapiro's working group on climate change meets
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/in-private-shapiros-working-group-on-climate-change-
meets/article fbd1cb82-e9df-52f3-b714-1ee108d92b26.html

AP: In private, Shapiro’s working group on climate change meets
https://apnews.com/article/climate-change-pennsylvania-power-plants-energy-shapiro-
5a7064db43d68f5007c8f058740ea8f8

NorthcentralPA.com: DEP begins spraying to control black flies
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/dep-begins-spraying-to-control-black-flies/article 0b8f31b2-
da71-11ed-b79b-f381fbebf314.html

WBRE: DEP starts 2023 black fly suppression program
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/d-e-p-starts-2023-black-fly-suppression-program/

DuBois Courier-Express: Black Fly Suppression Programs Begins For 2023
https://www.thecourierexpress.com/the leader vindicator/news/state/black-fly-suppression-
programs-begins-for-2023/article 8457cd7c-db0Oa-11ed-b28e-134fed584541.html

Towanda Daily Review: State DEP begins 2023 black fly suppression program
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/state-dep-begins-2023-black-fly-suppression-
program/article 5fd4ab32-dea4-5a57-988d-25f0c489529c.html

Renovo Record: Bechtel Corporation pulls plug on Renovo Energy Center project
https://therecord-
online.com/site/archives/94025?fbclid=IwAR20kpKYMyvWRyYBK5hntTnvPW{IBL1LBsRtH1dWhbJpKMR-

gSFTimaYDvyeg

Lock Haven Express: Bechtel pulls out of Renovo power plant project, ending speculation and hopes for
revitalization
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2023/04/bechtel-pulls-out-of-renovo-power-plant-
project-ending-speculation-and-hopes-for-revitalization/
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Lock Haven Express: End of power plant a ‘crucial win’ for residents, opposing agencies say
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2023/04/end-of-power-plant-a-crucial-win-for-residents-
opposing-agencies-say/

PennLive: Environmentalists win; company drops plans for $1B gas-fired generating plant in Pa.
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/04/environmentalists-win-company-drops-plans-for-1b-gas-
fired-generating-plant-in-pa.html

PennLive: Decision to discontinue plans for $1B gas-fired power plant ‘killed us,” mayor of Pa. town says
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/04/decision-to-discontinue-plans-for-1b-gas-fired-power-plant-
killed-us-mayor-of-pa-town-says.html

Mentions

Inside Climate News: Awash in Toxic Wastewater From Fracking for Natural Gas, Pennsylvania Faces a
Disposal Reckoning
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/16042023/pennsylvania-produced-water-fracking-gas/

Post-Gazette: Highland Park residents worry about nearby open-air gun range
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2023/04/17/highland-park-pittsburgh-residents-open-air-gun-
range/stories/202304160125DEP investigates stink at Beaver County Shell cracker plant
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2023/04/14/dep-shell-cracker-plant-beaver-
county-odor-air-quality/stories/202304140088

Allegheny Front: PA. DEMOCRATS CONTROL THE STATE HOUSE. THE NEW ENERGY COMMITTEE CHAIR
SAYS HE’LL LOOK FOR BIPARTISAN AGREEMENT
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pa-house-democrats-greg-vitali-energy-committee-chair/

Allegheny Front: STATE INVESTIGATING ODOR EVENT AT SHELL ETHANE CRACKER
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/state-investigating-odor-event-at-shell-ethane-cracker/

WESA: State investigating odor event at Shell ethane cracker
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-04-17/shell-ethane-cracker-odor-investigation

Chesapeake Bay Journal: Plastics recycling plant proposed for Susquehanna shoreline
https://www.bayjournal.com/news/pollution/plastics-recycling-plant-proposed-for-susquehanna-
shoreline/article af9f8042-da56-11ed-9e4f-c35865d4a2e9.html

Chesapeake Bay Journal: Fracking yields both fears, funding for Pennsylvania public lands
https://www.bayjournal.com/news/policy/fracking-yields-both-fears-funding-for-pennsylvania-public-
lands/article 851b2638-c9b6-11ed-bf5a-dffecd15d8fe.html

East Palestine Derailment

Beaver County Times: Beaver County Schools File Complaints Against Norfolk Southern On Train
Derailment
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2023/04/16/beaver-county-schools-file-complaints-
against-norfolk-southern/70059445007/
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Tribune-Review: Norfolk Southern offers up-close view of cleanup work at East Palestine derailment site
https://triblive.com/local/regional/norfolk-southern-offers-up-close-view-of-cleanup-work-at-east-
palestine-derailment-site/

Ruth Ann Dailey: Risky railways from Pittsburgh to Palestine
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/ruth-ann-dailey/2023/04/16/north-side-double-stack-train-
norfolk-southern/stories/202304140014

Allegheny Front: A DECADE AFTER N.J. TRAIN DERAILMENT, QUESTIONS LINGER OVER RAIL SAFETY AND
PUBLIC HEALTH
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/paulsboro-n-j-train-derailment-vinyl-chloride-east-palestine-rail-safety/

Allegheny Front: COULD NEW RAIL SAFETY RULES PREVENT THE NEXT EAST PALESTINE? MORE SENSORS
COULD BE KEY, EXPERTS SAY
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/could-new-rail-safety-rules-prevent-the-next-east-palestine-more-
sensors-could-be-key-experts-say/

PFAS

Carlisle Sentinel: Cumberland County water treatment facilities evaluate proposed federal, incoming
state PFAS limits in the pipeline
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/cumberland-county-water-treatment-facilities-evaluate-proposed-
federal-incoming-state-pfas-limits-in-the-pipeline/article a18dcb2c-c9b1-11ed-bebl-
535cddec7b03.html#tracking-source=home-top-story

Air

Bradford Era: Wildfire mostly contained in Allegheny National Forest
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/wildfire-mostly-contained-in-allegheny-national-
forest/article 06945451-65f9-5a98-a6fe-c71bd60e5a6e.html

Pittsburgh Union Progress: Records show more than half of 1.8M pounds of industrial air pollutants
discharged in region in 2021 came from Clairton coke works
https://www.unionprogress.com/2023/04/16/federal-records-show-1-8-million-pounds-of-industrial-
air-pollutants-discharged-in-region-in-2021/

Climate Change

Lancaster Farming: Farmers Report Extreme Weather Affecting Vegetable Farming
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/produce/farmers-report-extreme-weather-affecting-
vegetable-farming/article 3cac4b91-8231-50fd-98f0-e1f9328bdf21.html

Tribune-Review: Madeleine Para and Bruce Cooper: As Earth Day approaches, climate solutions have
never been more appealing
https://triblive.com/opinion/madeleine-para-and-bruce-cooper-as-earth-day-approaches-climate-
solutions-have-never-been-more-appealing/
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Conservation and Recreation

Bradford Era: NRCS is accepting Conservation Innovation Grant proposals
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/nrcs-is-accepting-conservation-innovation-grant-
proposals/article 3910713e-6¢33-5fcd-8f6d-385fdaac8086.html

Times Observer: Allegheny National Forest Partners For Geocaching Trail
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2023/04/anf-partners-for-geocaching-trail/

Erie Times: For Earth Day, Find Ways Around Erie To Celebrate, Help The Environment
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/environment/2023/04/16/earth-day-events-around-erie-pa-to-
help-the-planet-environment-climate-change/70092993007/

Daily Local: Record year for 17th annual Valley Forge Revolutionary Run
Record year for 17th annual Valley Forge Revolutionary Run — Daily Local

Philadelphia Inquirer: A new way of vegetable gardening, with someone else’s hands in the dirt
https://www.inquirer.com/life/backyard-eats-philadelphia-vegetable-garden-20230416.html|

WHYY: Newly formed island off the coast in Brigantine serves as a haven for federally listed red knot
https://whyy.org/articles/new-jersey-coast-brigantine-island-red-knot/

Lancaster Newspapers: Lancaster Conservancy preserving 300-plus acres near Susquehanna River
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-conservancy-preserving-300-plus-acres-near-
susquehanna-river/article 399cde3e-dad4-11ed-bc72-7b8640628162.html

Lancaster Newspapers: East Hempfield supervisors updated on proposed recreation complex
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/east-hempfield-supervisors-updated-on-proposed-
recreation-complex/article 3e17c13a-dbc0-11ed-8d21-931d85d376f1.html

Lancaster Newspapers: Mainspring of Ephrata proposes recreational preserve on mountain
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/mainspring-of-ephrata-proposes-recreational-preserve-on-
mountain/article 0ad38a46-dac8-11ed-b683-77064a169274.html

Reading Eagle: Frog Hollow to become Schuylkill’s second county park
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/04/17/frog-hollow-to-become-schuylkills-second-county-park/

Latrobe Bulletin: Ligonier Borough pursuing grants for park, infrastructure projects
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/ligonier-borough-pursuing-grants-for-park-
infrastructure-projects/article 701d8ec0-8eea-5f90-9613-a1a940e31eb4.html

Daily Courier: Earth Day event planned at Mammoth Park
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/earth-day-event-planned-at-mammoth-park/article d1f9a080-
d878-11ed-8c4e-6f919860026f.html

Mon Valley Independent: Charleroi Elementary hosts Komatsu for Earth Day project
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/04/charleroi-elementary-hosts-komatsu-for-earth-day-

project/
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Lock Haven Express: Bird Lore: O, for a falconer’s voice
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/outdoors/2023/04/bird-lore-o-for-a-falconers-voice/

Lock Haven Express: MH Elementary students build birdhouses, learn about bluebirds and conservation
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2023/04/mh-elementary-students-build-birdhouses-
learn-about-bluebirds-and-conservation/

NorthcentralPA.com: R.B. Winter State Park recognized during Earth Month
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/outdoors/r-b-winter-state-park-recognized-during-earth-
month/article 497724d0-dae4-11ed-b019-53b9d8f00b85.html

Centre Daily Times: These are the top invasive plants you should watch for in your Pennsylvania
backyard
https://www.centredaily.com/news/state/pennsylvania/article273988970.html

Centre Daily Times: ‘Outdoor recreation is the future of economic development.” Purple Lizard guides
the way
https://www.centredaily.com/news/business/article274245650.html

Renovo Record: PA Game Commissioners meet; New Antlerless license process finalized
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/94055

Drought

Morning Call: The Lehigh Valley is ‘abnormally dry’. Are we headed for another drought
https://www.mcall.com/2023/04/17/lehigh-valley-abnormally-dry/

Energy

Indiana Gazette: Pa. lawmakers propose grant program to fund solar projects at K-12 schools, colleges
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/pa-lawmakers-propose-grant-program-to-fund-solar-projects-
at-k-12-schools-colleges/article 2f7fbb5b-63e0-5096-9495-e6b95960e294.html

WHYY: Philadelphians envision a ‘fossil fuel-free’ refinery redo at community summit
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-pes-refinery-site-community-summit-fossil-fuel/

The Reporter: Lansdale tables solar in park to examine other options
https://www.thereporteronline.com/2023/04/17/lansdale-tables-solar-in-park-to-examine-other-

options/

WITF/Stateimpact: Pa. green group highlights renewable energy projects in all 67 counties
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2023/04/14/pa-green-group-highlights-renewable-energy-
projects-in-all-67-counties/

AP: Climate envoy Kerry: No rolling back clean energy transition
https://apnews.com/article/kerry-climate-japan-g7-emissions-395aec4c70df0c8bf328677e4b3b454e
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AP: G7 vows to step up moves to renewable energy, zero carbon
https://apnews.com/article/g7-climate-energy-environment-emissions-japan-
4375829166aed9bh9b064dcf8d7e544e8

Reuters: G7 ministers set big new targets for solar and wind capacity
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/g7-ministers-agree-speed-up-transition-clean-energy-
communique-2023-04-16/

Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Who's profiting from our high utility bills?
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-whos-profiting-from-our-high-utility-bills/

Allegheny Front: PA. LAWMAKER LAUNCHES NEW ATTEMPT TO ALLOW COMMUNITY SOLAR
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pa-lawmaker-launches-new-attempt-to-allow-community-solar/

WIJAC: Is the goal of moving to all-electric vehicles by 2035 actually achievable?
https://wjactv.com/news/spotlight-on-america/is-the-goal-of-moving-to-all-electric-vehicles-by-2035-
actually-achievable-ev-evs-charging-stations-distance-anxiety#

Renovo Record: Pa. lawmakers propose grant program to fund solar projects at K-12 schools, colleges
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/94060

Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields

Meadville Tribune: Crawford County Forest program, cleanup event is Friday
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/crawford-county-forest-program-cleanup-event-is-
friday/article e9el56fa-dafa-11led-aa94-47fbcc611575.html

KYW News: Asbestos closes Frankford High for rest of school year
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/frankford-high-school-closed-asbestos-northeast-

philadelphia

Renovo Record: Renovo’s old railyard site: What now?
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/94084

High Path Avian Influenza

Lancaster Farming: A Year Into Avian Influenza Outbreak, Pennsylvania Looking to Wind Down Again
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/poultry/a-year-into-avian-influenza-outbreak-
pennsylvania-looking-to-wind-down-again/article 387c07e4-dacc-1led-b5aa-a3a8496a53b8.html

Mining

Allegheny Front: MORE FEDERAL FUNDING COMING TO THE STATE TO COMBAT THE IMPACT OF COAL
MINING
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/more-federal-funding-coming-to-the-state-to-combat-the-impact-of-

coal-mining/
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Oil and Gas

Allegheny Front: ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS SUE TO STOP FRACKING IN OHIO STATE PARKS
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/environmental-groups-sue-to-stop-fracking-in-ohio-state-parks/

Vector Management

Philadelphia Inquirer: Worse than the spotted lanternfly? A new disease is killing beech trees in Pa. and
N.J.

https://www.inquirer.com/news/beech-leaf-disease-pennsylvania-new-jersey-nematode-
20230417.html

CBS News: Canine flu outbreak puts ACCT Philly in "crisis mode"
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/canine-influenza-outbreak-philadelphia-animal-shelter-
acct-philly-dogs-flu-adoption/

Waste

Bradford Era: Litter Hawk Youth Award Program winners announced
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/litter-hawk-youth-award-program-winners-
announced/article 3ced56al-flfa-5cbc-87ed-a5c05ddfc3ff.html

KYW News: 'Chester is Chester': Jeff Brown rekindles frustration over the city's trash incinerator
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/jeff-brown-chester-trash-incinerator-resident-
frustration

Tribune-Review: Volunteers needed for joint Earth Day cleanup by Harrison, Tarentum and Brackenridge
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/volunteers-needed-for-joint-earth-day-cleanup-by-
harrison-tarentum-and-brackenridge/

Water

Tribune-Review: Export, water authority differ on removal of asbestos-infused waterlines
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/export-water-authority-differ-on-removal-of-asbestos-infused-

waterlines/

WTAE: Sewage leak clouds North Hills creek
https://www.wtae.com/article/sewage-leak-clouds-north-hills-creek/43612222

Penn State News: Master Watershed Steward Jim Walter inspires environmental action
https://www.psu.edu/news/agricultural-sciences/story/master-watershed-steward-jim-walter-inspires-
environmental-action/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: City approves Grafius Run solar sensors
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2023/04/city-approves-grafius-run-solar-sensors/
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West Nile

Lancaster Newspapers: Lancaster County officials remind residents of West Nile Virus dangers
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-officials-remind-residents-of-west-nile-virus-
dangers/article 90fd6c68-dae6-11ed-alf0-5f178528e4b6.html

abc27: Do mosquitoes serve a purpose?
https://www.abc27.com/news/environment/do-mosquitoes-serve-a-purpose/

Miscellaneous

KYW News: 'Chester is Chester': Jeff Brown rekindles frustration over the city's trash incinerator
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/jeff-brown-chester-trash-incinerator-resident-
frustration

Pennlive: Efforts in Md. to legalize increasingly popular burial practices stall
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/04/efforts-in-md-to-legalize-increasingly-popular-burial-
practices-stall.html

Pennlive: Decision to discontinue plans for $1B gas-fired power plant ‘killed us,” mayor of Pa. town says
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/04/decision-to-discontinue-plans-for-1b-gas-fired-power-plant-
killed-us-mayor-of-pa-town-says.html

Reading Eagle: Massive willow tree estimated to be 200+ years old taken down at Blue Marsh Lake
Stilling Basin
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/04/17/willow-tree-estimated-to-be-200-years-old-cut-down-at-
blue-marsh-lake-stilling-basin/

Tyrone Daily Herald: Residents warned of fire danger
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/daily herald/news/residents-warned-of-fire-
danger/article 267039a9-9d21-591f-8dcb-462c88ealac5.html

abc27: Over 4,300 acres of state forest burned in PA brush fire
https://www.abc27.com/news/top-stories/over-4300-acres-of-state-forest-burned-in-pa-brush-fire/

FOX43: Placing sustainability at top of mind when landscaping this spring
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/sustainability-landscaping-spring-gardening/521-4213bf01-
ffba-46d9-a386-f7c644e0e24d

WGAL: Coconut fibers used to stop erosion in South-Central Pennsylvania
https://www.wgal.com/article/south-central-pennsylvania-coconut-fibers-used-to-stop-
erosion/43603662

WFMZ: Temporary burn ban in effect in Berks County
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/temporary-burn-ban-in-effect-in-berks-
county/article 2f961f18-dca5-11ed-ae49-9fdeaacc464e.htm
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Post-Gazette: Highland Park residents worry about nearby open-air gun range
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2023/04/17/highland-park-pittsburgh-residents-open-air-gun-
range/stories/202304160125

Tribune-Review: Discarded coals spark brush fire behind Harmar home
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/discarded-coals-spark-brush-fire-behind-harmar-home/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: UPMC HAZMAT event displays importance of trainings
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2023/04/upmc-hazmat-event-displays-importance-of-

trainings/

Shamokin News-Item: Coal Township wildfire damages St. Michael's Cemetery, causes temporary
evacuation of nearby homes
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/coal-township-wildfire-damages-st-michaels-cemetery-causes-
temporary-evacuation-of-nearby-homes/

WPSU: Seeing a red flag warning in your weather app? Here's what to do
https://radio.wpsu.org/2023-04-14/seeing-a-red-flag-warning-in-your-weather-app-heres-what-to-do

SpotlightPA: How a Pa. city manager allegedly stole thousands of taxpayer dollars with virtually no
oversight
https://www.spotlightpa.org/statecollege/2023/04/pa-attorney-general-dubois-herm-suplizio-charges/
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