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Top DEP Stories 
 
Citizens’ Voice:  DEP: Unclear if Toby Creek mine subsidence caused sinkhole, water bubbling 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/dep-unclear-if-toby-creek-mine-subsidence-caused-sinkhole-
water-bubbling/article_0e775a9b-83cf-5fcf-95b9-8f7048a18a87.html 
 
WNEP: Efforts to fill void in Toby Creek continue for fourth day  
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/luzerne-county/efforts-to-fill-void-in-toby-creek-continue-
for-fourth-day-subsidence-sinkhole-hole-mines-luzerne-forty-fort-kingston/523-2ee17382-5219-45fc-
8cef-9b66a3e6344b 
 
WBRE: Crews work to fill mine void in Luzerne County 
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/crews-work-to-fill-mine-void-in-luzerne-county/ 
 
Republican Herald: Schuylkill County Commissioners have productive meeting with DEP, urge residents 
to keep complaining about odors 
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/schuylkill-county-commissioners-have-productive-meeting-
with-dep-urge-residents-to-keep-complaining-about-odors/article_a65f9172-1b89-550d-a511-
02803b1778db.html 
 
 
Mentions   
 
Bradford Era: Pitt-Bradford honored for rooftop solar array 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/pitt-bradford-honored-for-rooftop-solar-array/article_1fa51886-
fcff-11ee-b4fe-131029c28982.html 
 
Times Observer: PA house approves Lake Erie wind energy 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2024/04/pa-house-approves-lake-erie-wind-energy/ 
 
WJET-TV: National Fuel kicks off re-plugging well project 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/national-fuel-kicks-off-re-plugging-well-project/ 
 
Times Leader: Eastern PA Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation conducts water tests after mine 
subsidence. 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1651884/eastern-pa-coalition-for-abandoned-mine-reclamation-
conducts-water-tests-after-mine-subsidence 
 
WBRE:  Do you have a mine subsidence under your house? 
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/do-you-have-a-mine-under-your-house/ 
 
WBRE: Interest grows in mine subsidence insurant in Luzerne County 
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/interest-grows-in-mine-subsidence-insurance-in-luzerne-county/ 
 
FOX56:  Bubbling water near Kirby Park 
https://fox56.com/news/local/bubbling-water-near-wilkes-barres-kirby-park# 
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Tribune-Review: Delmont Stormwater Authority will discuss mandated improvements 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/delmont-stormwater-authority-will-discuss-mandated-
improvements/ 
 
 
Air 
 
WNEP:  Smelly situation in parts of Luzerne County 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/lackawanna-county/man-hopes-to-donate-two-k-9s-to-
scranton-police-department-mike-mancini-shadow-romano-cane-corsos-kyle-gilmartin/523-047568c5-
bf49-4654-b098-ae5558b07aae 
 
Tribune-Review: Westmoreland County OKs $244K for demolition projects in Arnold, Jeannette, Derry, 
Monessen 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/westmoreland-county-oks-244k-for-demolition-
projects-in-arnold-jeannette-derry-monessen/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Reading Eagle: New study calculates climate change’s economic bite will hit about $38 trillion a year by 
2049 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/04/17/new-study-calculates-climate-changes-economic-bite-will-
hit-about-38-trillion-a-year-by-2049/ 
 
WTAJ: Climate change concerns grow, but few think Biden’s climate law will help, an AP-NORC poll finds 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/national-news/ap-climate-change-concerns-grow-but-few-think-bidens-
climate-law-will-help-ap-norc-poll-finds/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Sharon Herald: Earth Day Festival will return to Hermitage 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/earth-day-festival-will-return-to-hermitage/article_0b7b87fa-fcff-
11ee-9df4-e3a51a0e9510.html 
 
Daily Courier: Extension offers ‘Rain to Drain’ and ‘Watershed Decisions’ facilitator training 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/extension-offers-rain-to-drain-and-watershed-decisions-facilitator-
training/article_4155ca12-fcd6-11ee-b5c9-8f0ee0e114d0.html 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: New outdoor event venue now open to public in Lewisburg 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/community/new-outdoor-event-venue-now-open-to-public-in-
lewisburg/article_b4c6ac28-db20-11ee-95fb-8f8ab7078a62.html 
 
Delco Times: Vocal residents tell county council to keep Delco Woods a park: ‘Stand by your original 
commitment’ 
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https://www.delcotimes.com/2024/04/18/vocal-residents-tells-county-council-to-keep-delco-woods-a-
park-stand-by-your-original-commitment/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: This group has protected Wissahickon Valley Park for 100 years 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/wissahickon-valley-park-creek-friends-anniversary-20240418.html 
 
Philadelphia Business Journal: Elmwood Park Zoo prepares to open $41M welcome center and animal 
hospital 
https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/news/2024/04/17/elmwood-park-zoo-readies-opening-
welcome-center.html?cx_testId=40&cx_testVariant=cx_8&cx_artPos=2#cxrecs_s 
 
My ChesCo: Longwood Gardens Named America’s Most Instagrammable Botanical Paradise! 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/lifestyle/longwood-gardens-named-americas-most-instagrammable-
botanical-paradise/ 
 
The Reporter: North Wales 2040 plan update, playground upgrades in the works Parents planning 
phased project to modernize school playground 
https://www.thereporteronline.com/2024/04/17/north-wales-2040-plan-update-playground-upgrades-
in-the-works/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
Post-Gazette: Editorial: Shapiro energy plan keeps Pa. interests front and center 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2024/04/18/josh-shapiro-energy-plan-pacer-press-
rggi-cap-and-trade-emissions/stories/202404180015 
 
E&E News: EPA to unleash $7B for low-income solar projects 
https://www.eenews.net/articles/epa-to-unleash-7b-for-low-income-solar-projects/ 
 
York Daily Record: Plug pulled on Dover Twp. solar project: Cost to transfer power to PPL too high: 
township 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2024/04/18/plug-pulled-on-dover-twp-pa-solar-power-
project/73355081007/ 
 
KYW News: Philly to cut ribbon on 700-acre solar farm in Adams County 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/philly-to-cut-ribbon-on-700-acre-solar-farm-in-
adams-county-philadelphia-energy-authority 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
The Derrick: More than 100 volunteers pitch in for Oil City clean-up day 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/more-than-100-volunteers-pitch-in-for-oil-city-clean-up-
day/article_e2bcc648-fcdc-11ee-992d-376282167ce3.html 
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Mining 
 
Tribune-Review: Editorial: Coal workers' respiratory health must be priority 
https://triblive.com/opinion/editorial-coal-workers-respiratory-health-must-be-priority/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Daily Local: West Reading chocolate factory explosion: Federal judge orders Pa. Public Utilities 
Commission to turn over inspection reports to federal investigators [Update] 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/04/17/west-reading-chocolate-factory-explosion-federal-judge-
orders-pa-public-utilities-commission-to-turn-over-inspection-reports-to-federal-investigators/ 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
York Dispatch: The battle against the lanternflies begins now 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/editorials/2024/04/18/the-battle-against-the-
lanternflies-begins-now/73367303007/ 
 
Lewistown Sentinel: Ag Department adds Greene Co. to spotted lanternfly quarantine 
https://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/agriculture/2024/04/ag-department-adds-greene-co-to-
spotted-lanternfly-quarantine/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
Allegheny Front: TINY PLASTIC PIECES TOP THE LIST OF TRASH ON GREAT LAKES BEACHES 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/tiny-plastic-pieces-top-the-list-of-trash-on-great-lakes-beaches/ 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Millvale Pickoff Saturday marks start of fourth Litter League competition 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/04/18/millvale-pickoff-saturday-marks-start-of-fourth-litter-
league-competition/ 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Cocalico to implement lead testing for drinking water because of district school 
renovation projects 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/cocalico-to-implement-lead-testing-for-drinking-water-
because-of-district-school-renovation-projects/article_c8c22a84-f675-11ee-991c-e7424df151d2.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: The city of Chester burns thousands of tons of trash every day. This documentary 
shows residents’ efforts to stop the pollution. 
https://www.inquirer.com/arts/trash-burn-confluence-film-festival-philadelphia-20240418.html 
 
Times Herald: From the Ground Up: Exploring this year’s Earth Day theme of ‘Planet vs. Plastics’ 
https://www.timesherald.com/2024/04/18/from-the-ground-up-exploring-this-years-earth-day-theme-
of-planet-vs-plastics/ 
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Water 
 
Bradford Era: Bradford San. Auth. dealing with grease buildup in city 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/bradford-san-auth-dealing-with-grease-buildup-in-
city/article_94fa1c8c-fce4-11ee-8b04-cf7ddc345c36.html 
 
Observer-Reporter: Local farmers voice concerns with lawmakers 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/apr/18/local-farmers-voice-concerns-with-
lawmakers/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Armstrong County group plans lobbying trip to push for Allegheny River lock funding 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/armstrong-county-group-plans-lobbying-trip-to-push-
for-allegheny-river-lock-funding/ 
 
Tribune-Review: MAWC OKs Hempfield sewer project after 4-year delay 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/mawc-oks-hempfield-sewer-project-after-four-year-delay/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Residents urged to protect against flooding 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/residents-urged-to-protect-against-
flooding/article_61d84fed-e944-5ba9-adfd-d6c24e805628.html 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
WPXI: Power being restored to thousands after strong storms roll through Pittsburgh area 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/power-being-restored-thousands-after-strong-storms-roll-through-
pittsburgh-area/567XVJ6AFBDMFKCUZJKISXXB4U/ 
 
WESA: Coal transition: How a weatherization grant helped a music venue build community 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-04-18/coal-transition-washington-music-venue-
weatherization-grant 
 
Post-Gazette: Ohio River open for traffic after stray barges recovered 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2024/04/17/ohio-river-open-stray-
barges/stories/202404170117  
 
Post-Gazette: Fast-moving storm dumps quarter inch of rain; thousands left without power 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2024/04/17/western-pa-tornado-watch-april-17-
pittsburgh/stories/202404170112 
 
AP: Earth Day: How a senator’s idea more than 50 years ago got people fighting for their planet 
https://apnews.com/article/earth-day-gaylord-nelson-climate-pollution-explain-
e854ac748cf0f0e6c757a50aee4e785a 
 
Tribune-Review: Power being restored as storms clear up in Western Pa. 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/tornadoes-heavy-thunderstorms-possible-for-much-of-western-
pennsylvania-on-wednesday-evening/ 
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https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/armstrong-county-group-plans-lobbying-trip-to-push-for-allegheny-river-lock-funding/
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/armstrong-county-group-plans-lobbying-trip-to-push-for-allegheny-river-lock-funding/
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/mawc-oks-hempfield-sewer-project-after-four-year-delay/
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/residents-urged-to-protect-against-flooding/article_61d84fed-e944-5ba9-adfd-d6c24e805628.html
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/residents-urged-to-protect-against-flooding/article_61d84fed-e944-5ba9-adfd-d6c24e805628.html
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/power-being-restored-thousands-after-strong-storms-roll-through-pittsburgh-area/567XVJ6AFBDMFKCUZJKISXXB4U/
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/power-being-restored-thousands-after-strong-storms-roll-through-pittsburgh-area/567XVJ6AFBDMFKCUZJKISXXB4U/
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-04-18/coal-transition-washington-music-venue-weatherization-grant
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-04-18/coal-transition-washington-music-venue-weatherization-grant
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2024/04/17/ohio-river-open-stray-barges/stories/202404170117
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2024/04/17/ohio-river-open-stray-barges/stories/202404170117
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2024/04/17/western-pa-tornado-watch-april-17-pittsburgh/stories/202404170112
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2024/04/17/western-pa-tornado-watch-april-17-pittsburgh/stories/202404170112
https://apnews.com/article/earth-day-gaylord-nelson-climate-pollution-explain-e854ac748cf0f0e6c757a50aee4e785a
https://apnews.com/article/earth-day-gaylord-nelson-climate-pollution-explain-e854ac748cf0f0e6c757a50aee4e785a
https://triblive.com/local/regional/tornadoes-heavy-thunderstorms-possible-for-much-of-western-pennsylvania-on-wednesday-evening/
https://triblive.com/local/regional/tornadoes-heavy-thunderstorms-possible-for-much-of-western-pennsylvania-on-wednesday-evening/


Lancaster Newspapers: Stormers unveil new Clipper Magazine Stadium playing surface 
https://lancasteronline.com/sports/local_sports/stormers-unveil-new-clipper-magazine-stadium-
playing-surface/article_7175b008-fd22-11ee-a281-1f2cffc8d911.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Out-of-control burn barrel caused Tuesday fire at Freys Pallets: fire marshal 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/out-of-control-burn-barrel-caused-tuesday-fire-at-freys-pallets-
fire-marshal/article_26ce420e-fd7c-11ee-bd15-0fa648c71635.html 
 
WFMZ: 'Reef balls' at Blue Marsh Lake help grow aquatic habitat 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/reef-balls-at-blue-marsh-lake-help-grow-aquatic-
habitat/article_0e97987e-fd0a-11ee-af94-ef5dfac64ac8.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer:  Traffic on Route 202 in King of Prussia is again disrupted by a sinkhole 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/route-202-sinkhole-king-of-prussia-penndot-20240417.html 
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