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Top DEP Stories 
 
Scranton Times: DEP erred when approving Keystone Sanitary Landfill expansion, board rules 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2025/04/01/dep-erred-when-approving-keystone-sanitary-landfill-
expansion-board-rules/ 
 
 
Mentions 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Pa. Senate advances bills to streamline flood prevention efforts 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/pa-senate-advances-bills-to-streamline-flood-prevention-
efforts/article_1c66fee1-876f-4719-b559-a20dd047da84.html 
 
 
Homer City 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Homer City is reinventing itself as a datacenter campus with lots of natural gas 
power to supply it 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2025/04/02/homer-city-datacenter-campus-
natural-gas/stories/202504020061 
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: Homer City coal plant site to become AI data center with massive gas-fired 
power generator 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2025/04/02/homer-city-power-plant-
redevelopment.html 
 
 
Avian Influenza 
 
Altoona Mirror: Cuts to bird flu program stir concern 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2025/04/cuts-to-bird-flu-program-stir-concern/ 
 
WITF: Proposed $25M cut to bird flu aid for farmers could leave Pa. unprepared for surge, GOP 
lawmakers fear 
https://www.witf.org/2025/04/02/proposed-25m-cut-to-bird-flu-aid-for-farmers-could-leave-pa-
unprepared-for-surge-gop-lawmakers-fear/ 
 
Gant News: Proposed $25M cut to bird flu aid for farmers could leave Pa. unprepared for surge, GOP 
lawmakers fear 
https://gantnews.com/2025/04/02/proposed-25m-cut-to-bird-flu-aid-for-farmers-could-leave-pa-
unprepared-for-surge-gop-lawmakers-fear/ 
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Air 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: As Philly council mulls gas leaf blower ban, lawn equipment companies strut their 
battery-powered stuff 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/philadelphia-city-council-gas-powered-leaf-blower-ban-
supporters-20250401.html 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: DOGE cut $500k grant to plant trees and weatherize homes in Hunting Park 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/epa-grant-cut-esperanza-philadelphia-20250402.html 
 
Penn State News: Researchers working to address agricultural greenhouse gas emissions 
https://www.psu.edu/news/institute-energy-and-environment/story/researchers-working-address-
agricultural-greenhouse-gas 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Butler Eagle: Butler County gardeners turn attention to backyard planting plans, landscapes 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20250402/butler-county-gardeners-turn-attention-to-backyard-planting-
plans-landscapes/ 
 
New Castle News: Soaring eagles symbolize importance of preservation, conservation 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/opinion/columns/column-by-chip-minemyer-soaring-eagles-symbolize-
importance-of-preservation-conservation/article_9c227e2f-40b2-5361-a7e2-657c97f62817.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Soggy start: April and trout season will likely begin with rain showers 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/soggy-start-april-and-trout-season-will-likely-begin-with-rain-
showers/article_6212bb22-d7db-4791-8981-c2dca8e6ead3.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Registration open for 2025 Schuylkill River Sojourn 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2025/04/01/registration-open-for-2025-schuylkill-river-sojourn/ 
 
Lebtown.com: 35th annual Swatara Sojourn to be held May 3; rental kayaks will be available 
https://lebtown.com/2025/04/02/35th-annual-swatara-sojourn-to-be-held-may-3-rental-kayaks-will-be-
available/ 
 
Bedford Gazette: Campground plans progressing in Broad Top Twp. 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/local/campground-plans-progressing-in-broad-top-
twp/article_69df70ed-4996-4d87-91e3-c379cfdfdfc6.html 
 
Times Herald: Registration open for 2025 Schuylkill River Sojourn: This year's theme will focus on the 
200th anniversary of the Schuylkill Navigation 
https://www.timesherald.com/2025/04/01/registration-open-for-2025-schuylkill-river-sojourn/ 
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WBRE: Amid federal campgrounds closing PA state parks thrive 
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/amid-federal-campgrounds-closing-pa-state-parks-thrive/t 
 
Lock Haven Express: More logging could be coming to PA’s only national forest 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2025/04/more-logging-could-be-coming-to-pa-s-only-
national-forest/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: Bucktail’s Ecology and Environmental Club builds bluebird boxes 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2025/03/bucktails-ecology-and-environmental-club-
builds-bluebird-boxes/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
The Derrick: Alliance between fossil fuels, green energy could emerge because of power demands 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/alliance-between-fossil-fuels-green-energy-could-
emerge-because-of-power-demands/article_f269a37b-9f1a-4b52-a6e4-3088e53c42ca.html 
 
Tribune-Review: FirstEnergy lays off 75 in Pennsylvania; 350 companywide 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/firstenergy-lays-off-75-in-pennsylvania-350-companywide/ 
 
Tribune-Review: East Huntingdon solar farm ordinance faces court challenge from Erie-based company 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/east-huntingdon-solar-farm-ordinance-faces-court-challenge-
from-erie-based-company/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: Solar Panels Generate Big Savings for Hog Farm 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/ag-business/solar-panels-generate-big-savings-for-
hog-farm/article_89ae70b5-fb29-4beb-bb53-e1fb7cddbf76.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Peoples Natural Gas raises commodity rate 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2025/04/peoples-natural-gas-raises-commodity-
rate/ 
 
 
Mining 
 
WESA: Federal HHS layoffs hit NIOSH mine-safety research facility near Pittsburgh 
https://www.wesa.fm/politics-government/2025-04-01/pittsburgh-niosh-mine-safety-layoffs 
 
Tribune-Review: Mass firing of federal health workers includes Pittsburgh region 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/mass-firing-of-federal-health-workers-includes-pittsburgh-region/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: 200 jobs at federal research facility in the South Hills getting cut amid federal 
HHS overhaul 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/career-workplace/2025/04/01/niosh-trump-doge-musk-mine-
pittsburgh/stories/202504010086 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Retired miners join museum 
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https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/retired-miners-join-museum/article_df790f4c-
3647-4e11-a673-b532c639c2bd.html 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Clarion News: Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania proposes further safety investments through aging 
infrastructure replacements, upgrades 
https://www.theclarionnews.com/news/local/columbia-gas-of-pennsylvania-proposes-further-safety-
investments-through-aging-infrastructure-replacements-upgrades/article_ed088f6c-67a8-4ea4-84d2-
970c2ca90b4b.html 
 
Sharon Herald: Gasoline prices surge 9 cents a gallon in Pa. 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/gasoline-prices-surge-9-cents-a-gallon-in-pa/article_fee89645-
54e6-4c20-8f1e-771ada4fe51f.html 
 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
MyChesCo: DOE Unveils $900M Nuclear Initiative, Cuts Appliance Rules, and Modernizes Labs 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/national/doe-unveils-900m-nuclear-initiative-cuts-appliance-rules-
and-modernizes-labs/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: PRC household chemical collections start April 12 in Butler County 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2025/04/02/prc-household-chemical-collections-start-april-12-in-
butler-county/ 
 
Lancaster Online: Environmental group plans to sue York County scrap yard over pollution that flows to 
Susquehanna River 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/environmental-group-plans-to-sue-york-county-scrap-yard-
over-pollution-that-flows-to-susquehanna/article_a0a47436-697d-4ae6-87d9-a326e9a3b639.html 
 
CBS21: J&K Salvage faces potential lawsuit over environmental concerns, metal levels in creek 
https://local21news.com/news/local/jk-salvage-faces-potential-lawsuit-over-environmental-concerns-
metal-levels-in-creek-scrap-yard-chesapeake-legal-alliance-lower-susquehanna-riverkeeper-association-
pennsylvania-pa# 
 
WTAJ: New CCRRA automated trash collection system raises prices for residents 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/new-ccrra-automated-trash-collection-system-raises-prices-
for-residents/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: A new Philly initiative will target illegal dumping and other quality-of-life crimes 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/illegal-dumping-philadelphia-enforcement-unit-
20250401.html 
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Philadelphia Inquirer: Philly’s street-sweeping program returns this week — here’s what you need to 
know 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/street-sweeping-program-2025-neighborhoods-20250401.html 
 
 
Water 
 
York Dispatch: How is York Water Co.'s supply holding up amidst stubborn drought? 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2025/04/02/how-is-york-water-co-s-supply-holding-
up-amidst-stubborn-drought/82772470007/ 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Cumberland County commissioners approve contracts for projects that help bay 
watershed 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/government-politics/article_857e5fcd-3365-4d18-afe8-
0e78ae5d2e0f.html 
 
FOX43: York's Lake Williams Reservoir is nearly full of water, despite ongoing drought conditions 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/yorks-reservoir-system-is-nearly-full-of-water-despite-
ongoing-drought-environment-community-york-county/521-b0a650a0-4512-40e5-a05a-a7487f0d0002 
 
WTAJ: DuBois to flush water lines, residents advised to run faucets before use 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/dubois-to-flush-water-lines-residents-advised-to-run-faucets-
before-use/ 
 
North Penn Now: East Rockhill Supervisors approve new PRA treatment facility on Branch Road 
https://northpennnow.com/news/2025/apr/02/east-rockhill-supervisors-approve-new-pra-treatment-
facility-on-branch-road/ 
 
Delaware Currents: EPA plans to finalize rules to improve water quality in the Delaware River 
https://delawarecurrents.org/2025/04/02/delaware-river-water-quality/ 
 
WBRE: Why is my water brown? Crews flushing hydrants to reduce discolored water 
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/local-news/why-is-my-water-brown-crews-flushing-hydrants-to-
reduce-discolored-water/t 
 
Lock Haven Express: Upgrades: City begins to update Bellefonte Ave. traffic signal; Sunset Pines drainage 
project continues 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2025/04/upgrades-city-begins-to-update-bellefonte-ave-
traffic-signal-sunset-pines-drainage-project-continues/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Underground fire in Downtown Pittsburgh triggers explosions that 'shook 
everything' 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2025/04/01/downtown-pittsburgh-underground-
manhole/stories/202504010061 
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https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/yorks-reservoir-system-is-nearly-full-of-water-despite-ongoing-drought-environment-community-york-county/521-b0a650a0-4512-40e5-a05a-a7487f0d0002
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/dubois-to-flush-water-lines-residents-advised-to-run-faucets-before-use/
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/dubois-to-flush-water-lines-residents-advised-to-run-faucets-before-use/
https://northpennnow.com/news/2025/apr/02/east-rockhill-supervisors-approve-new-pra-treatment-facility-on-branch-road/
https://northpennnow.com/news/2025/apr/02/east-rockhill-supervisors-approve-new-pra-treatment-facility-on-branch-road/
https://delawarecurrents.org/2025/04/02/delaware-river-water-quality/
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/local-news/why-is-my-water-brown-crews-flushing-hydrants-to-reduce-discolored-water/t
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/local-news/why-is-my-water-brown-crews-flushing-hydrants-to-reduce-discolored-water/t
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2025/04/upgrades-city-begins-to-update-bellefonte-ave-traffic-signal-sunset-pines-drainage-project-continues/
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2025/04/upgrades-city-begins-to-update-bellefonte-ave-traffic-signal-sunset-pines-drainage-project-continues/
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2025/04/01/downtown-pittsburgh-underground-manhole/stories/202504010061
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2025/04/01/downtown-pittsburgh-underground-manhole/stories/202504010061


Central Penn Business Journal: New list highlights Central Pennsylvania’s top environmental consulting 
firms 
https://www.cpbj.com/new-list-highlights-central-pennsylvanias-top-environmental-consulting-firms/ 
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