
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
Public Source: Hearing on Shell’s Beaver County cracker plant brings out economic benefits and health 
concerns 
https://www.publicsource.org/shell-polymers-cracker-permit-hearing/ 
 
WESA: Shell's environmental permit finds support and opposition at Pa. DEP hearing 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2026-04-09/shell-environmental-permit-monaca 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Shell cracker plant permit hearing a temperature check for residents 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/04/09/beaver-county-shell-cracker-plant-
permit-hearing-potter-township/stories/202604080082 
 
Coal Region Canary: Show Your Work: DEP Says Orders Can’t Be Modified, Asks to See Written Plans 
https://coalregioncanary.com/2026/04/08/show-your-work-dep-says-orders-cant-be-modified-asks-to-
see-written-plans/ 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Public Source: Hearing on Shell’s Beaver County cracker plant brings out economic benefits and health 
concerns 
https://www.publicsource.org/shell-polymers-cracker-permit-hearing/ 
 
WESA: Shell's environmental permit finds support and opposition at Pa. DEP hearing 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2026-04-09/shell-environmental-permit-monaca 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Shell cracker plant permit hearing a temperature check for residents 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/04/09/beaver-county-shell-cracker-plant-
permit-hearing-potter-township/stories/202604080082 
 
Times Leader: DEP holds public meeting on waste management station in Hazleton 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1738263/dep-holds-public-meeting-on-waste-management-
station-in-hazleton 
 
Bradford Era: DEP responds to complaints of litter at Casella landfill 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/04/08/dep-responds-complaints-litter-casella-landfill/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Editorial: Laurel Caverns belongs to all Pennsylvanians 
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https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2026/04/09/laurel-caverns-state-park-laurel-
highlands-david-cale-shapiro-dcnr/stories/202604090017 
 
Allegheny Front: Is the rare Pennsylvania hawthorn ready for its moment in the sun? 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/is-the-rare-pennsylvania-hawthorn-ready-for-its-moment-in-the-sun/ 
 
WBRE: Wildlife center overwhelmed after ‘horrific’ animal hoarding discovery 
https://www.2822news.com/news/local-news/wildlife-center-overwhelmed-after-horrific-animal-
hoarding-discovery/ 
 
Bradford Era: Forest Service picks Warren as regional headquarters under national reorganization 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/04/08/forest-service-picks-warren-regional-headquarters-national-
reorganization/ 
 
Chestnut Hill Local: Philadelphia parks department commits to reducing pesticide use 
https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/stories/philadelphia-parks-department-commits-to-reducing-
pesticide-use,40366 
 
 
Data Centers 
 
TribLive: Upper Burrell data center town hall scheduled for May 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/upper-burrell-data-center-town-hall-scheduled-for-
may/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Pa. data centers: How lawmakers are responding, from electricity and water use to tax 
breaks 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pa-data-centers-lawmakers-electricity-and-water-use-tax-breaks/ 
 
Sun Gazette: Panelists highlight importance of data centers in leading digital economy 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/04/panelists-highlight-importance-of-data-centers-
in-leading-digital-economy/ 
 
Standard Speaker: Butler Twp. prepares data center rules 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/04/08/butler-twp-prepares-data-center-rules/ 
 
Times Leader: Luzerne County Planning Commission continues data center zoning discussion 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1738256/luzerne-county-planning-commission-continues-data-
center-zoning-discussion 
 
Morning Call: Upper Macungie is expected to boom in the next 25 years. How will they get everything to 
fit? 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/04/08/upper-macungie-is-expected-to-boom-in-the-next-25-years-how-
will-they-get-everything-to-fit/ 
 
Lancaster Online: Error in public notice forces Ephrata Twp. supervisors to table hearing on data center 
zoning amendment 
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https://lancasteronline.com/news/ephrata/error-in-public-notice-forces-ephrata-twp-supervisors-to-
table-hearing-on-data-center-zoning/article_71588859-4dd7-4946-96c8-acad94828afe.html 
 
Lebtown: South Annville supervisors hear from residents regarding proposed data center 
https://lebtown.com/2026/04/09/south-annville-supervisors-hear-from-residents-regarding-proposed-
data-center/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
TribLive: Solar farm planned in Swisshelm Park would power 4 Pittsburgh Public schools 
https://triblive.com/news/education-classroom/solar-farm-planned-in-swisshelm-park-would-power-4-
pittsburgh-public-schools/ 
 
WJAC: Johnstown Galleria faces possible power shutoff amid dispute over high electric bills 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/johnstown-galleria-faces-possible-power-shutoff-amid-dispute-over-
high-electric-bills-penelec-mall-cambria-county-pennsylvania-puc 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Westinghouse Electric sets stage for fleet-scale nuclear reactor rollout 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/04/08/westinghouse-ap1000-standard-
reactor.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pennsylvania regulators oppose $2B transmission line over cost recovery 
terms 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/04/08/nextera-pennsylvania-power-transmission-
line.html 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: States are struggling to meet their clean energy goals. Data centers are to 
blame. 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2026/04/09/data-centers-climate-goals-
ai/stories/202604100007 
 
The Derrick: Oil City hears from solar company on proposed installation near high school 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/oil-city-hears-from-solar-company-on-proposed-
installation-near-high-school/article_56f27b9f-8c2c-4526-bd32-3c6bdc1433ec.html 
 
Times Observer: Coalition seeks say on energy policies, jobs 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2026/04/coalition-seeks-say-on-energy-policies-
jobs/ 
 
Pennlive: Pennsylvania is one of the world’s top energy producers — so why can’t it build pipelines? 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2026/04/pennsylvania-is-one-of-the-worlds-top-energy-producers-
so-why-cant-it-build-pipelines-opinion.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Pennsylvanians need energy affordability, not governor’s legal antics  
https://www.readingeagle.com/2026/04/09/pennsylvanians-need-energy-affordability-not-governors-
legal-antics-opinion/ 
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Central Penn Business Journal: Coalition forms to protect Pa. jobs, support smart energy policies 
https://www.cpbj.com/coalition-forms-to-protect-pa-jobs-support-smart-energy-policies/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
TribLive: Driller seeks to tap Beaver Run Reservoir for fracking water 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/driller-seeks-to-tap-beaver-run-reservoir-for-fracking-water/ 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
WJET-TV: Spotted lanternflies surround Erie Co., experts urge public to keep them away 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/spotted-lanternflies-surround-erie-co-experts-urge-public-
to-keep-them-away/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
Billy Penn: Philly could keep burning trash in Chester for just one more year 
https://billypenn.com/2026/04/08/philadelphia-trash-incineration-chester-composting-digester/ 
 
 
Water 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Glassport water system improvements underway 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/04/09/glassport-water-system-improvements-
underway/ 
 
The Times Herald: Evansburg Road Bridge over Shady Brook Run closed in Skippack Township 
https://www.timesherald.com/2026/04/08/evansburg-road-bridge-over-shady-brook-run-closed-in-
skippack-township/ 
 
Patch.com: Bridge Shut Down In Montgomery Co. After 'Severe' Erosion Discovered 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/lowerprovidence/bridge-shut-down-skippack-township-after-erosion-
discovered 
 
York Daily Record: Hydrant flushing scheduled for Hanover area in April 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2026/04/08/hanover-pa-hydrant-flushing-to-take-place-in-
april-discolored-water/89494338007/ 
 
Lebtown: Second test well to be drilled on Quentin Mennonite School property 
https://lebtown.com/2026/04/09/second-test-well-to-be-drilled-on-quentin-mennonite-school-
property/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
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Scranton Times: Premier Brands to open facility at former Times-Shamrock printing plant 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/04/08/premier-brands-to-open-facility-at-former-times-
shamrock-printing-plant/ 
 
Chestnut Hill Local: Being a toad in the city isn’t easy, but volunteers hop in to help 
https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/stories/being-a-toad-in-the-city-isnt-easy-but-volunteers-hop-in-to-
help,40443 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: What we know about the CHOP garage collapse in Grays Ferry 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/chop-parking-garage-collapse-victims-cause-
20260409.html 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: How US communities have responded to plans to convert warehouses into 
immigration detention centers 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/nation-world/immigration-detention-center-warehouses-states-
20260409.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Mount Joy Twp. farmland eyed for industrial project including 3 roundabouts; zoning 
hearing planned 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/mount-joy-twp-farmland-eyed-for-industrial-project-including-
3-roundabouts-zoning-hearing-planned/article_b9000275-1c6a-49e0-9e87-71f377f3f950.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Earl supervisors unanimously accept modifications to proposed urban growth plan 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/earl-supervisors-unanimously-accept-modifications-to-
proposed-urban-growth-plan/article_3fc95f52-5fcb-4d19-adbf-25cf3ada8b42.html 
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