Some clips may be behind a paywall. If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO — Tom Decker; NCRO — Megan Lehman; NERO — Patti
Monahan; SERO — Robyn Briggs; SCRO — John Repetz; SWRO — Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov

Mentions

Erie Times: Report assesses Lake Erie ecosystem. How you can help the Great Lake
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/environment/2026/04/16/lake-erie-state-of-the-great-lakes-
report-2025-how-to-help/89518672007/

Air

Inquirer: Pa. town faces fallout from Trump's EPA rules rollback
https://www.inquirer.com/news/clairton-pennsylvania-steel-make-america-healthy-again-maha-coal-
coke-20260416.html

Climate Change

Inquirer: Philly already set a temperature record Thursday. Expect another one later
https://www.inquirer.com/weather/philadelphia-weather-heat-pollen-forecast-20260415.html

Conservation and Recreation

Warren Times: Community garden project gets underway in area
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2026/04/community-garden-project-gets-underway-

in-area/

Leader Times: Ford City Borough celebrates highly successful community tree planting event
https://www.leadertimes.com/news/ford-city-borough-celebrates-highly-successful-community-tree-
planting-event/article 6e2cdeed-af5c-4f78-990a-2496db3d4306.html

Republican Herald: New trees planted, old ones retired by Pottsville’s Shade Tree Commission
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/04/16/new-trees-planted-old-ones-retired-by-pottsvilles-
shade-tree-commission/

Lehighvalleylive: Delaware River shad fishing contest returns with $20K prize eyed, plus boat giveaway
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/outdoors/2026/04/delaware-river-shad-fishing-contest-returns-with-
20k-prize-eyed-plus-boat-giveaway.html

Times Leader: Community garden gets Wilkes-Barre zoning nod
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1738912/community-garden-gets-wilkes-barre-zoning-nod
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Data Centers

Pittsburgh Business Times: Pittsburgh battery maker teams with Houston turbine firm to power Al data
centers

https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/04/15/data-center-eos-energy-xturbine-
partnership.html

Inside Climate News: As Tech Groups Predict Huge Pennsylvania Data-Center Growth, Critics Say Some
Bills Would Reduce Local Control
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/16042026/pennsylvania-data-center-growth-bills/

TribLive: Data center boom meets resistance in Maine as lawmakers pass yearlong freeze
https://triblive.com/news/politics-election/data-center-boom-meets-resistance-in-maine-as-lawmakers-
pass-yearlong-freeze/

Pennlive: We don’t want it, Pa. residents tell developers eyeing $5.5B data center
https://www.pennlive.com/business/2026/04/we-dont-want-it-pa-residents-tell-developers-eyeing-
55b-data-center.html

CBS21: Developers unveil early plans for $1.7B data center in Lebanon County
https://local21news.com/news/local/developers-unveil-early-plans-for-17b-data-center-in-lebanon-

county

FOX43: Data center project proposed in front of Lebanon County Commissioners
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/lebanon-county/data-center-project-proposed-in-front-of-
lebanon-county-commissioners/521-a70f30ab-6072-4b76-9e30-7abc2f70befl

Meadville Tribune: Residents learn about planned $5 billion data center in Sharon
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/residents-learn-about-planned-5-billion-data-center-in-
sharon/article 0064429a-5e6¢-52d3-912e-53f06d555917.html

Erie Times: Don't bet Pa.'s future on data centers, here's a better idea | Opinion
https://www.goerie.com/story/opinion/2026/04/16/justin-wagner-pa-should-pursue-semiconductor-
plants-not-data-centers-opinion/89501497007/?tbref=hp

Sharon Herald: Residents question city manager about proposed data center
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/residents-question-city-manager-about-proposed-data-
center/article b0a43119-ea78-4eb7-aelb-d4ed52e7890c.html

WNEP: Archbald Borough Council votes in new member to fill vacant seat, three members resign
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/lackawanna-county/archbald-borough-council-votes-in-
new-member-to-fill-vacant-seat-three-members-resign/523-f100448c-b90f-4d28-b391-
dab089d4f9d5?tbref=hp

WNEP: Olyphant passes six-month pause on data center development
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/lackawanna-county/olyphant-passes-six-month-pause-on-
data-center-development-lackawanna-county/523-fbal655e-d7aa-42a2-bca3-60e56f7ad458?tbref=hp
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WOLF: Data center opponents question McCormick's wife's omission in CBS report, cite conflict
https://fox56.com/news/local/data-center-opponents-question-mccormicks-wifes-omission-in-cbs-
report-cite-conflict

Scranton Times: Three Archbald council members resign Wednesday, three new members appointed
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/04/16/three-archbald-council-members-resign-wednesday-
three-new-members-appointed/

Scranton Times: Olyphant invalidates own zoning to buy more time to regulate data centers
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/04/15/olyphant-invalidates-own-zoning-to-buy-more-time-to-
regulate-data-centers/

News-Item: MCT residents crowd meeting room, question supervisors on data centers
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/mct-residents-crowd-meeting-room-question-supervisors-on-
data-centers/article f3f0a620-b397-466e-8c23-5c1d86cb9262.html

The Daily Item: Montour commissioners OK data center ordinance
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/montour-commissioners-ok-data-center-ordinance/article 7f251d18-
47eb-4bad-a796-b2531e836462.html

The Daily Item: Data center bills advance out of Pa. House
https://www.dailyitem.com/cnhi _network/data-center-bills-advance-out-of-pa-house/article 1859a19f-
8dea-5dc0-9cd2-40d203bb5563.html

Times Herald: Limerick data center hearings start with ‘party status’ debate
https://www.timesherald.com/2026/04/16/limerick-data-center-hearings-start-with-party-status-

debate/

Drought

Pennlive: Why Pa. is in desperate need of April showers and what’ll happen without them
https://www.pennlive.com/weather/2026/04/why-pa-is-in-desperate-need-of-april-showers-and-
whatll-happen-without-them.html

Energy

WESA: Energy company wants eminent domain for power lines in SW Pa. for data centers in Virginia
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2026-04-16/nextera-midatlantic-resiliency-link-eminent-
domain-pennsylvania

Pennlive: TMI’s owner proposes workaround to ‘27 restart barrier; federal approval needed
https://www.pennlive.com/business/2026/04/tmis-owner-proposes-workaround-to-27-restart-barrier-
federal-approval-needed.html

Lebtown: North Annville Township supervisors conditionally approve LVC's solar project
https://lebtown.com/2026/04/16/n-annville-twp-supervisors-conditionally-approve-lvcs-solar-project/
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WFMZ: Environmental group checks out Berks winery's use of solar panels
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/southern-berks-county/environmental-group-checks-out-
berks-winerys-use-of-solar-panels/article 83e3602a-c797-4dca-a895-9d0761780cbd.html

WOLF: More than 2,000 without power in northeastern Pennsylvania after overnight storms
https://fox56.com/news/local/more-than-2000-without-power-in-northeastern-pennsylvania-after-
overnight-storms

WNEP: Overnight storms causing power outages and school delays
https://www.wnep.com/article/weather/severe-weather/overnight-storms-causing-power-outages-
and-school-delays/523-6f4c2520-b310-42cc-9404-9d0ab680be35

Republican Herald: Information session planned for PPL Sunbury-Frackville Line Project
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/04/15/information-session-planned-for-ppl-sunbury-
frackville-line-project/

Inquirer: Facing backlash, Peco withdraws request for double-digit rate hike next year
https://www.inquirer.com/business/energy/peco-rate-increase-withdrawal-josh-shapiro-
20260416.html

WHYY: PECO withdraws its rate hike case after backlash from Pa. governor, lawmakers
https://whyy.org/articles/peco-rate-hike-case-withdrawn-shapiro/

WHYY: Pennsylvania Democratic lawmakers push package of bills aiming to reduce energy costs
https://whyy.org/articles/energy-costs-pennsylvania-bills/

Bucks County Herald: PECO withdraws rate increase filing
https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/peco-withdraws-rate-increase-filing/article 50f7c3e7-8716-
432e-ae49-eae26cd41161.html

WHYY: PGW’s proposed liquefied natural gas plant in Philadelphia’s Port Richmond neighborhood now
in limbo
https://whyy.org/articles/pgw-liquified-natural-gas-plant-port-richmond/

Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields

Leader Times: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers begins excavation at SLDA
https://www.leadertimes.com/news/u-s-army-corps-of-engineers-begins-excavation-at-
slda/article 4dac4fff-260b-47c2-9501-19db25ec943b.html

Radiation Protection

TribLive: Editorial: Nuclear decay, bureaucratic delay
https://triblive.com/opinion/editorial-nuclear-decay-bureaucratic-delay/
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Water

Tribune-Democrat: State grants, loans awarded for local water projects
https://www.tribdem.com/news/state-grants-loans-awarded-for-local-water-projects/article 5ccd9381-
9b57-4254-aac3-5eed3948da58.html

York Daily Record: Report assesses Lake Erie ecosystem. How you can help the Great Lake
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/environment/2026/04/16/lake-erie-state-of-the-great-lakes-report-
2025-how-to-help/89518672007/

Gettysburg Times: Gettysburg Nature Alliance seeks volunteers for April 25 stream cleanup
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/local/article 35ee8cbd-09f1-4695-b150-ba9d4d134502.html

WIET-TV: Erie awarded $18 million for water infrastructure upgrades
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/erie-awarded-18-million-for-water-infrastructure-

upgrades/

Miscellaneous

WIJAC: PA House passes bill requiring alarms for natural gas in businesses, homes
https://wjactv.com/news/local/pa-house-passes-bill-requiring-alarms-for-natural-gas-in-businesses-
homes-rm-palmer-factory-explosion-2023

Lancaster Online: Lancaster County breaks 85-year-old hottest-day record, at elevated risk of wildfire
spread
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-breaks-85-year-old-hottest-day-record-at-
elevated-risk-of-wildfire-spread/article a2145813-f13a-4bd1-8e42-3d28a97e7a5e.html

Lancaster Online: Lancaster Twp. OKs ordinance change to allow naturalized landscape areas
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/lancaster-twp-oks-ordinance-change-to-allow-naturalized-
landscape-areas/article 2a9190c4-5de7-48b3-aa99-9a7e0e75b41b.html

York Daily Record: J&K Salvage owner faces misdemeanor charge related to PennDOT records
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2026/04/15/after-scrapyard-fire-jk-salvage-owner-faces-
records-charges/89625786007/

ABC27: J&K Salvage owner charged over business records
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/york/jk-salvage-owner-charged-over-business-records/

CBS21: J&K Salvage owner charged after failing to maintain records: state police
https://local21news.com/news/local/jk-salvage-owner-charged-after-failing-to-maintain-records-police-
harry-joe-darrah-violation-pennsylvania-state-police-pa-salvage-yard-fire-penndot

FOX43: State Police charge owner of J&K Salvage with failure to keep proper PennDOT records
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/york-county/jk-salvage-york-owner-harry-darrah-charged-
penndot-records-pennsylvania-state-police/521-6a7b29ce-0lee-415e-a923-3913bb20eb01
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https://www.ydr.com/story/news/environment/2026/04/16/lake-erie-state-of-the-great-lakes-report-2025-how-to-help/89518672007/
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/local/article_35ee8cbd-09f1-4695-b150-ba9d4d134502.html
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/erie-awarded-18-million-for-water-infrastructure-upgrades/
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/erie-awarded-18-million-for-water-infrastructure-upgrades/
https://wjactv.com/news/local/pa-house-passes-bill-requiring-alarms-for-natural-gas-in-businesses-homes-rm-palmer-factory-explosion-2023
https://wjactv.com/news/local/pa-house-passes-bill-requiring-alarms-for-natural-gas-in-businesses-homes-rm-palmer-factory-explosion-2023
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-breaks-85-year-old-hottest-day-record-at-elevated-risk-of-wildfire-spread/article_a2145813-f13a-4bd1-8e42-3d28a97e7a5e.html
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-breaks-85-year-old-hottest-day-record-at-elevated-risk-of-wildfire-spread/article_a2145813-f13a-4bd1-8e42-3d28a97e7a5e.html
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/lancaster-twp-oks-ordinance-change-to-allow-naturalized-landscape-areas/article_2a9190c4-5de7-48b3-aa99-9a7e0e75b41b.html
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/lancaster-twp-oks-ordinance-change-to-allow-naturalized-landscape-areas/article_2a9190c4-5de7-48b3-aa99-9a7e0e75b41b.html
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2026/04/15/after-scrapyard-fire-jk-salvage-owner-faces-records-charges/89625786007/
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2026/04/15/after-scrapyard-fire-jk-salvage-owner-faces-records-charges/89625786007/
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/york/jk-salvage-owner-charged-over-business-records/
https://local21news.com/news/local/jk-salvage-owner-charged-after-failing-to-maintain-records-police-harry-joe-darrah-violation-pennsylvania-state-police-pa-salvage-yard-fire-penndot
https://local21news.com/news/local/jk-salvage-owner-charged-after-failing-to-maintain-records-police-harry-joe-darrah-violation-pennsylvania-state-police-pa-salvage-yard-fire-penndot
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/york-county/jk-salvage-york-owner-harry-darrah-charged-penndot-records-pennsylvania-state-police/521-6a7b29ce-01ee-415e-a923-3913bb20eb01
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/york-county/jk-salvage-york-owner-harry-darrah-charged-penndot-records-pennsylvania-state-police/521-6a7b29ce-01ee-415e-a923-3913bb20eb01

WFMZ: Brush fires break out across Berks County amid hot, dry conditions
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/brush-fires-break-out-across-berks-county-amid-hot-dry-
conditions/article 41cf8ec4-d774-4218-8fa5-2997256feflc.html

WGAL: South-Central Pennsylvania faces elevated wildfire risk amid dry, breezy conditions
https://www.wgal.com/article/south-central-pennsylvania-elevated-wildfire-risk-thursday/71037975

ABC: Pennsylvania Horticultural Society kicks off spring season with volunteer tree-planting effort
https://6abc.com/post/pennsylvania-horticultural-society-kicks-off-spring-season-volunteer-tree-
planting-effort/18886990/

Patch: Tick Season Begins: Latest Activity In Montgomery County
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/norristown/tick-season-begins-latest-activity-montgomery-county
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