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Top DEP Stories 
 
Scranton Times: Lessons in failure: Scranton's asbestos problems show lack of oversight, broken system 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/lessons-in-failure-scranton-s-asbestos-problems-show-lack-
of-oversight-broken-system-1.2592843 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Efforts to fight stormwater fee picking up steam 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/efforts-to-fight-stormwater-fee-picking-up-steam-1.2593241 
 
Pennlive: Natural gas driller that already paid a civil penalty for fluid spill is charged criminally 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/02/natural-gas-driller-that-already-paid-a-civil-penalty-for-fluid-
spill-is-charged-criminally.html 
 
Central Penn Business Journal: DEP will unveil proposed greenhouse gas regulations this week 
https://www.cpbj.com/dep-will-unveil-proposed-greenhouse-gas-regulations-week/ 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Can residents 'Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful?' Results of a littering report just in 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/can-residents-keep-pennsylvania-beautiful-results-of-a-
littering-report/article ce482176-4bab-11ea-a042-e7bdf9f2b9e0.html 
 
Mentions 
 
Butler Eagle: EdgeMarc's county assets sold in deal 
http://www.butlereagle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20200211/NEWS01/702119927 
 
Scranton Times: Dunmore, Throop officials weigh in on borough-employed landfill inspectors 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/dunmore-throop-officials-weigh-in-on-borough-employed-
landfill-inspectors-1.2592717 
 
Morning Call: DEP won’t restrict development in Lehigh County if users of leaky sewer system develop 
interim, long-term plans 
https://www.mcall.com/news/local/allentown/mc-nws-allentown-lehigh-county-authority-sewage-
system-capacity-plan-20200211-layijdtgfbgtlh22474ccbicai-story.html 
 
PA Environment Digest: Budget Background: Where Did The $2.93 Billion In Environmental Funding The 
General Assembly Diverted Or Cut Go? 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=49038&SubjectID=  
 
Daily American: Hidden Valley residents lament brown water 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/local/somerset/family/hidden-valley-residents-lament-brown-
water/article 9ac9383a-2aab-5500-a754-e6ac7b6d5f27.html 
 
Tribune-Review: PWSA ups income eligibility for free lead water line replacement 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/pwsa-ups-income-eligibility-for-free-lead-water-line-
replacement/ 
 



Clearfield Progress: Boggs Township to stay mum on proposed Camp Hope Run landfill 
http://www.theprogressnews.com/news/local/boggs-township-to-stay-mum-on-proposed-camp-hope-
run/article b6d24940-8c2f-58a1-aad0-7bf33b8168e3.html 
 
Restore Pennsylvania 
 
WICU-TV: Future of Gov.'s Restore PA Plan Remains Uncertain 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/41682778/future-of-govs-restore-pa-plan-remains-uncertain 
 
Budget 
 
Capitolwire: Tipping fee hike, new hires part of Wolf's new environmental initiatives. 
https://www.capitolwire.com/default.asp?iRegionId=1&URL=/shared/cwArticle.asp&ArticleId=2554741 
 
Air 
 
WITF/WHYY: Philly has a new way to track air quality — but it won’t help in an emergency 
https://www.witf.org/2020/02/10/philly-has-a-new-way-to-track-air-quality-but-it-wont-help-in-an-
emergency/ 
 
WITF: Report finds Central Pennsylvanians breathing polluted air 
https://www.witf.org/2020/02/11/harrisburgs-dirty-air-residents-breathing-in-polluted-air/ 
 
AP: US Steel, health officials finalize Clairton plant pact 
https://apnews.com/0b154eff814f4b6e9c7b63612e9a2314  
 
Post-Gazette: Environmental trust fund established for five Mon Valley communities 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/pittsburgh-company-news/2020/02/10/US-Steel-Allegheny-
County-environmental-trust-fund-emissions-Mon-Valley/stories/202002100126 
 
Tribune-Review: U.S. Steel, Allegheny County finalize Clairton Coke Works emissions settlement 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/u-s-steel-and-allegheny-county-finalize-clairton-coke-
works-emissions-settlement/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Clairton Coke Works settlement finalized 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2020/02/clairton-coke-works-settlement-finalized/ 
 
WESA: U.S. Steel, Allegheny County Health Department Finalize Air Pollution Settlement Agreement and 
Order 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/us-steel-allegheny-county-health-department-finalize-air-pollution-
settlement-agreement-and 
 
Climate Change 
 
WITF/WHYY: Penn says it won’t invest directly in some fossil fuels. For students, that’s not enough 
https://www.witf.org/2020/02/10/penn-says-it-wont-invest-directly-in-some-fossil-fuels-for-students-
thats-not-enough/ 
 



ABC27: Global energy-related carbon emissions flat in 2019 
https://www.abc27.com/news/us-world/business/global-energy-related-carbon-emissions-flat-in-2019/ 
 
WITF: Farmers focus on sustainability during Lancaster conference 
https://www.witf.org/2020/02/10/farmers-focus-on-sustainability-during-lancaster-conference/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Gernot Wagner: Carbon taxes alone aren't good climate policy 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2020/02/08/Gernot-Wagner-Carbon-taxes-alone-are-
not-good-climate-policy/stories/202002080005 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Corry Journal: Black Bridge, Sportsmans Bridge part of trail connection efforts 
http://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article 9b883a30-4c2f-11ea-8420-bf1853d7592e.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Grant will help reopen the 103-year-old Brady Tunnel, a vital link along the Armstrong 
Trail 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/recreation/2020/02/08/Rails-to-Trails-Conservancy-grant-Brady-
Tunnel-Armstrong-Trail-bike-hike-pittsburgh/stories/202002090033  
 
Tribune-Review: Armstrong Trails among elite group to land grants from national Rails-to-Trails 
Conservancy 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/armstrong-trails-among-elite-group-to-land-grants-from-national-
rails-to-trails-conservancy/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Drivers pledge 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/02/09/Drivers-pledge/stories/202002090052 
 
Post-Gazette: Unfair tax 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/02/11/Unfair-tax/stories/202002110046 
 
Post-Gazette: Brookline group to use nearly $20,000 grant to create community garden, apiary 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2020/02/08/Brookline-Together-urban-redevelopment-
authority-grant-community-garden-apiary-burgh-bees/stories/202002070113 
 
Post-Gazette: Study pushes major trail, transit, road improvements in Hazelwood's Second Avenue 
corridor 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2020/02/09/Hazelwood-Second-Avenue-
Southwestern-Pennsylvania-Commission-PennDOT-Port-Authority/stories/202002060162 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Enjoying birdwatching from the comfort of your own backyard 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2020/02/enjoying-birdwatching-from-the-comfort-of-
your-own-backyard/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Trees are an inspiration – and a call to action 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2020/02/trees-are-an-inspiration-and-a-call-to-action/ 
 
Clearfield Progress: Curwensville Lake Authority cuts 2020 rates 



http://www.theprogressnews.com/news/curwensville-lake-authority-cuts-rates/article b6c4bf31-acd2-
51ab-9bf3-293554d80394.html 
 
Energy 
 
POWER Engineering: Competitive Power Ventures building 150-MW Maple Hill solar farm 
https://www.power-eng.com/2020/02/10/competitive-power-ventures-building-150-mw-maple-hill-
solar-farm/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Proposed Portage-area solar farm reportedly would be biggest in state 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/solar-farm-planned-for-portage-area/article 8f20e2e2-4c84-11ea-
b135-3fcd66826127.html  
 
Daily American: Power up: Solar array installed at Laurel Hill 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/local/somerset/family/power-up-solar-array-installed-at-laurel-
hill/article e3904ee7-f545-5768-87d2-7d5e6165d057.html  
 
Observer-Reporter: LETTER: Solar is Pa.'s new energy future 
https://observer-reporter.com/opinion/letters/letter-solar-is-pa-s-new-energy-
future/article 6e776478-4926-11ea-9f74-3300966ca8c7.html 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
AP News: Trump calls for slashing funding for toxic Superfund cleanup 
https://apnews.com/0e7638fc7cf6c0ea165460b689677609 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Bankrupt PES says Philly refinery restart is a ‘fantasy’ and urges court to approve 
sale to developer 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/bankrupt-philly-refinery-pes-urges-hilco-sale-says-restart-fantasy-
20200210.html 
 
Meadville Tribune: Meadville gas prices drop 3 cents per gallon 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/meadville-gas-prices-drop-cents-per-gallon/article 496d61f6-
4c40-11ea-b846-2774f6a7d867.html 
 
Ridgway Record: AAA: Western Pennsylvania gas prices stable (pg 2) 
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/sites/default/files/RR%202-11-20.pdf 
 
Times Observer: ‘New ATV trails’ to be considered in near future on state forest land 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2020/02/new-atv-trails-to-be-considered-in-near-
future-on-state-forest-land/ 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Oil from US government leases tops 1 billion barrels in 2019 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/oil-from-us-government-leases-tops-billion-barrels-
in/article ae09ea59-9c52-53a6-b351-7eaf923e15b6.html 
 



WITF: Proposals to ban fracking could hurt Democrats in key states like Pa. 
https://www.witf.org/2020/02/11/proposals-to-ban-fracking-could-hurt-democrats-in-key-states-like-
pa/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Exclusive: Chevron picks investment bank to sell off Appalachian assets 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/02/10/exclusive-chevron-picks-investment-bank-
to-sell.html 
 
Allegheny Front: Clean Water Group to Start Monitoring Near Proposed Ethane Cracker in Ohio 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/clean-water-group-to-start-monitoring-near-proposed-ethane-cracker-
in-ohio/ 
 
Beaver County Times Online: Trade unions support tax breaks for petrochemical manufacturers 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200210/trade-unions-support-tax-breaks-for-petrochemical-
manufacturers 
 
Clearfield Progress: Coronavirus fears continue to put a choke-hold on oil prices 
http://www.theprogressnews.com/news/local/coronavirus-fears-continue-to-put-a-choke-hold-on-
oil/article 6a8c89bd-f83c-5e9c-8030-2780a98f7c8e.html 

 
PFAS 
 
Bucks County Courier Times: PFAS health impacts topic of discussion Tuesday at DelVal 
https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/20200210/pfas-health-impacts-topic-of-discussion-
tuesday-at-delval 
 
Bucks County Courier Times: PFAS authority hits ground running to meet deadlines 
https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/20200206/pfas-authority-hits-ground-running-to-
meet-deadlines 
 
Vector Management 
 
Reading Eagle: Berks County landscapers offer advice on fighting spotted lanternfly 
https://www.readingeagle.com/business-weekly/berks-county-landscapers-offer-advice-on-fighting-
spotted-lanternfly/article d40fc422-49cd-11ea-bd2b-dba3cb68566b.html 
 
PA Homepage: Bed bug concerns continue at West Side CTC 
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/bed-bug-concerns-continue-at-west-side-ctc/ 
 
Waste 
 
Republican Herald: Zoning board hears concerns about manure processing plant 
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/zoning-board-hears-concerns-about-manure-processing-
plant-1.2592661 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: South Side to expand recycling with grant money 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2020/02/south-side-to-expand-recycling-with-grant-
money/ 



 
Lock Haven Express: Many seeing higher garbage fees thanks to sinking recycling market 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2020/02/many-seeing-higher-garbage-fees-thanks-to-
sinking-recycling-market/ 
 
Water 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Residents hope stormwater petition gets White House attention 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/residents-hope-stormwater-petition-gets-white-house-attention-
1.2593525 
 
Morning Call: Minsi Lake to reopen to trout fishing this spring following lengthy repair project 
https://www.mcall.com/sports/outdoors/mc-spt-minsi-lake-trout-fishing-20200211-
dl2jaaahfrgivjr74xtcjghbcq-story.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Western Berks Water Authority OKs funds toward 2nd treated-water tank 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/local/western-berks-water-authority-oks-funds-toward-nd-
treated-water/article e45e2ea2-4c4a-11ea-90ee-c7d560a47e63.html 
 
Pennlive: Boil-water advisory remains in effect as crews repair Harrisburg water main break 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/02/boil-water-advisory-remains-in-effect-as-crews-repair-
harrisburg-water-main-break.html 
 
WESA: The Path Of A Flush: Interactive Map Shows Wastewater's Journey To ALCOSAN 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/path-flush-interactive-map-shows-wastewaters-journey-alcosan  
 
KDKA Radio: PWSA Announces Expansion To Free Lead Line Replacement Program 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/news/pittsburgh-free-lead-line-replacement-program-expending 
 
Post-Gazette: As bankruptcy case winds down, investors have yet to emerge for troubled Clairton 
community 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2020/02/10/Clairton-Century-Townhomes-bankruptcy-
Pennsylvania-American-Water/stories/202001300145  
 
Post-Gazette: PWSA expands free lead line replacement program 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/social-services/2020/02/10/PWSA-expands-free-lead-line-
replacement-program/stories/202002100097 
 
Tribune-Review: Emergency fund reserve key in handling unexpected expenditures in Hampton 
https://hampton.triblive.com/emergency-fund-reserve-key-in-handling-unexpected-expenditures-in-
hampton/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Westmoreland Manor Legionella treatment cost nears $24K 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/westmoreland-manor-legionella-treatment-cost-nears-24k/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Donegal Lake refilling, set to reopen to trout anglers in April 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/donegal-lake-refilling-set-to-reopen-to-trout-anglers-in-april/ 
 



Tribune-Review: Driver hospitalized after crashing into creek in Penn Hills 
https://pennhills.triblive.com/driver-hospitalized-after-crashing-into-creek-in-penn-hills/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Mon Wharf parking lot shut down due to flooding 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/mon-wharf-parking-lot-closed-today-due-to-flood-
advisory/  
 
Observer-Reporter: Rostraver Township sets sewage rates and consumption allowances 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/rostraver-township-sets-sewage-rates-and-
consumption-allowances/article a082df33-8178-524a-a404-6cfa8d30b6ab.html  
 
WESA: Amid Confusion, City Says It Will Formally Notify Gross Of Removal From Water Board 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/amid-confusion-city-says-it-will-formally-notify-gross-removal-water-board 
 
Bloomsburg Press Enterprise: Camp still feels flood impact 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/021120/page/3/story/camp-still-feels-flood-impact 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Leader Times: Trump calls for slashing funding for toxic Superfund cleanup 
https://www.leadertimes.com/articles/trump-calls-for-slashing-funding-for-toxic-superfund-cleanup/ 
 
Pennlive: Swatara Twp. commissioners reject proposal for huge warehouse complex off Route 322 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/02/swatara-commissioners-reject-proposal-for-warehouse-
complex-off-route-322.html 
 
WITF: Swatara Township blocks effort to build four warehouses near residential area 
https://www.witf.org/2020/02/10/swatara-township-blocks-effort-to-build-four-warehouses-near-
residential-area/ 
 
ABC27: Swatara Township commissioners unanimously vote to deny proposed warehouse project 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/harrisburg/swatara-township-commissioners-unanimously-vote-to-
deny-proposed-warehouse-project/ 
 
CBS21: Unanimous 'No' to proposed warehouse complex in Swatara Township 
https://local21news.com/news/local/unanimous-no-to-proposed-warehouse-complex-in-swatara-
township 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Manheim Township commissioners approve preliminary plan for 124-home 
Stoner Farm development 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/manheim-township-commissioners-approve-preliminary-plan-
for--home-stoner/article 08140194-4c52-11ea-93da-339afcace24d.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Snow geese topped 100K at Middle Creek on Sunday 
https://lancasteronline.com/sports/outdoors/snow-geese-topped-k-at-middle-creek-on-sunday-
photos/article b6a5d2c8-4c1b-11ea-ad63-67f81c1ac6b2.html#4 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Belmont on Fruitville Pike to add last phase — 72 apartments costing $10M 



https://lancasteronline.com/business/local business/belmont-on-fruitville-pike-to-add-last-phase-
apartments-costing/article 242f1f14-49f3-11ea-ae81-4bde9f00335b.html 
 
York Dispatch: Glatfelter moving HQ from York City to North Carolina 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2020/02/11/glatfelter-moving-hq-york-city-north-
carolina/4721819002/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Tyrone applies for restroom grant 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2020/02/tyrone-applies-for-restroom-grant/ 
 
Bloomberg Environment: Trump Proposes Slashing EPA, Army Corps of Engineers Budgets (5) 
https://news.bloombergenvironment.com/environment-and-energy/trump-proposes-slashing-epa-
army-corps-of-engineers-budgets  
 
Post-Gazette: Students deserve better school building conditions 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/02/09/Students-deserve-better-school-building-
conditions/stories/202002050128 
 
Tribune-Review: Proposed fee on Allegheny County real estate filings could help fight blight 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/proposed-fee-on-allegheny-county-real-estate-filings-
could-help-fight-blight/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: Greene County contracts with Fayette for HAZMAT response 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/greene-county-contracts-with-fayette-for-hazmat-
response/article 6121c1c4-48f9-11ea-be5a-c3020fe231b6.html 
 
Allegheny Front: Trump on Earth: Manipulating Data to Exploit a Disaster 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/trump-on-earth-manipulating-data-to-exploit-a-disaster/ 


