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Top DEP Stories 
 
Scranton Times: Olyphant mine fire slated to be extinguished by 2022 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/olyphant-mine-fire-slated-to-be-extinguished-by-2022-
1.2594335 
 
Scranton Times: Union report suggests closing Northeast Scranton Intermediate was unnecessary amid 
lead, asbestos 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/union-report-suggests-closing-northeast-scranton-
intermediate-was-unnecessary-1.2594390 
 
Citizens’ Voice: County still researching options for ways to fight stormwater fee 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/county-still-researching-options-for-ways-to-fight-stormwater-
fee-1.2594410 
 
Towanda Daily Review: Contract secured to extinguish 14-year-old mine fire in Lackawanna County 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/contract-secured-to-extinguish--year-old-mine-fire-
in/article 1921a5c3-5e23-56b3-b220-dab727ec4d22.html 
 
Morning Call: Paul Muschick: You may be shocked to learn how much Pennsylvania (and Allentown) 
spend on litterbugs 
https://www.mcall.com/opinion/mc-opi-cost-to-pick-up-litter-muschick-20200211-
bnce6h3imncqvmdxzovuig2h3e-story.html 
 
Air 
 
Pennlive: Dirty air is killing people in Pennsylvania, and we must do something about it 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/02/dirty-air-is-killing-people-in-pennsylvania-and-we-must-
do-something-about-it-opinion.html 
 
WESA: Advocacy Groups Ask For More Public Input In Health Dept., U.S. Steel Agreement 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/advocacy-groups-ask-more-public-input-health-dept-us-steel-agreement 
 
WESA: Bill Tries To Snuff Out Indoor Smoking Exemptions In Pennsylvania 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/bill-tries-snuff-out-indoor-smoking-exemptions-pennsylvania  
 
Tribune-Review: Arnold approves ordinance regulating backyard fires 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/arnold-approves-ordinance-regulating-backyard-fires/ 
 
Climate Change 
 
Pennlive: Climate change producing atmospheric rivers that are drenching the U.S. 
https://www.pennlive.com/weather/2020/02/climate-change-producing-atmospheric-rivers-that-are-
drenching-the-us.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: BP lays out long-term ambition to achieve net-zero emissions 



https://lancasteronline.com/business/nation/bp-lays-out-long-term-ambition-to-achieve-net-
zero/article be769878-6f34-5128-9475-5ea9e8dec726.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: How a trillion trees triumphed over Trump’s climate denialism 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/02/12/how-a-trillion-trees-triumphed-over-trump-
s.html 
 
The Hill: House Republicans propose carbon capture and sequestration legislation 
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/482772-house-republicans-propose-carbon-capture-
and-sequestration 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Titusville Herald: Conservation District announces March events (pg 3) 
https://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/page 56445d15-e522-5066-8c71-044e30e4a3cf.html 
 
Erie Times: Seedling sale benefits Erie County conservation 
https://www.goerie.com/opinion/20200213/dana-massing-seedling-sale-benefits-erie-county-
conservation 
 
WICU-TV: Federal Money In Place for Presque Isle Sand But Funding Cut 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/41694243/federal-money-in-place-for-presque-isle-sand-but-
funding-cut 
 
York Dispatch: Are you tired of watching America's natural landscapes disappear? 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/editorials/2020/02/11/op-ed-you-tired-watching-
americas-natural-landscapes-disappear/4728090002/ 
 
KDKA: City Tax To Upgrade Parks May Be Delayed As Council Hashes Out Spending Plan 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/02/12/pittsburgh-city-park-tax-questions/  
 
Tribune-Review: Missing kayaker identified as former Armstrong County woman 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/missing-kayaker-identified-as-former-armstrong-county-
woman/  
 
Beaver County Times: Phipps hosts free seeds, plant swap 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200212/phipps-hosts-free-seeds-plants-swap 
 
Post-Gazette: Add opportunities and more will hunt, Game Commission says 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2020/02/13/hunting-PA-deer-Game-Commission-
Saturday-opener-extended-seasons/stories/202002130038  
 
Post-Gazette: Public hearings, meetings ahead for parks tax issue 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2020/02/12/Public-hearings-meetings-pittsburgh-parks-tax-
issue/stories/202002120130 
 
Lock Haven Express: More investment of environmental infrastructure needed (Op-Ed) 



https://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/columns/2020/02/more-investment-of-environmental-
infrastructure-needed/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Fish and Boat Commission talks fishing concerns 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2020/02/fish-and-boat-commission-talks-fishing-
concerns/ 
 
Energy 
 
ABC27: Hundreds turn out to discuss solar energy system project slated for southern Adams County 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/hundreds-turn-out-to-discuss-solar-energy-system-project-slated-
for-southern-adams-county/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Pennsylvania Solar Congress comes to Indiana County 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/pennsylvania-solar-congress-comes-to-indiana-county/ 
 
Dominion Energy: Dominion Energy Sets New Goal of Net Zero Emissions by 2050 
https://news.dominionenergy.com/2020-02-11-Dominion-Energy-Sets-New-Goal-of-Net-Zero-
Emissions-by-2050 
 
Centre County Gazette: Centre County completes energy savings project 
http://www.statecollege.com/news/local-news/centre-county-completes-energy-savings-
project,1482480/ 
 
Shamokin News Item: Shamokin Twp. approves PPL lighting agreement 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/shamokin-twp-approves-ppl-lighting-
agreement/article d5095695-9298-5211-8877-f6a2b75f9c0d.html  
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
WITF: Group redeveloping Altoona’s silk mill says state funding is key for revitalization effort 
https://www.witf.org/2020/02/12/group-redeveloping-altoonas-silk-mill-says-state-funding-is-key-for-
revitalization-effort/ 
 
WTAJ: Updates released on future of old silk mill in Blair County 
https://www.wearecentralpa.com/news/updates-released-on-future-of-old-silk-mill-in-blair-county/ 
 
Danville News: Officials: Blighted inn owners have thirty days to rectify issues 
https://www.dailyitem.com/the danville news/news/officials-blighted-inn-owners-have-days-to-
rectify-issues/article 14379115-f2a8-56dc-b1a9-56722baaeef6.html 
 
Mining 
 
CBS21: Officials taking steps to extinguish Pennsylvania mine fire burning for 16 years 
https://local21news.com/news/local/officials-taking-steps-to-extinguish-pennsylvania-mine-fire-
burning-for-16-years 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Cumberland Mine owner: 'We're exploring all of our options' 



https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/02/12/cumberland-mine-owner-exploring-
options.html 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Delaware County Daily Times: Guest Column: It’s time to finish the job, end Mariner East delays 
https://www.delcotimes.com/opinion/guest-column-it-s-time-to-finish-the-job-end/article b23dce5c-
4d92-11ea-b249-272f5594203d.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: After last-minute negotiations, judge picks a winner in Philadelphia refinery 
auction 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/energy/pes-hilco-philadelphia-refinery-bankruptcy-auction-winner-
20200213.html 
 
Philadelphia Business Journal: Judge rules in favor of PES refinery’s proposed sale to Chicago-based 
developer 
https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/news/2020/02/12/judge-rules-in-favor-of-pes-refinery-s-
proposed.html 
 
Republican Herald: FERC releases assessment of compressor station project 
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/ferc-releases-assessment-of-compressor-station-project-
1.2594626 
 
Beaver County Radio: David Spigelmyer, President of the Marcellus Shell Coalition joined Frank Sparks 
on Teleforum 
https://beavercountyradio.com/teleforum-2/david-spigelmyer-president-of-the-marcellus-shell-
coalition-joined-frank-sparks-on-teleforum/  
 
Next Pittsburgh: A proposed cracker plant near Wheeling may be a boon to Ohio but could be an 
environmental threat to PA 
https://www.nextpittsburgh.com/latest-news/ohio-plant/  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Government's gas forecast not exactly bolstering short-term hopes 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/02/12/governments-gas-forecast-not-exactly-
bolstering.html  
 
Post-Gazette: Sara Innamorato: Socialized risk, privatized profits 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2020/02/13/Sara-Innamorato-Socialized-risk-privatized-
profits-House-Bill-1100-petrochemical-Pennsylvania/stories/202002130024  
 
Post-Gazette: BP says it will cut its carbon emissions to net zero by 2050 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/02/12/BP-net-zero-emissions-carbon-
2050-new-boss-oil/stories/202002120186  
 
AP: BP lays out long-term ambition to achieve net-zero emissions 
https://apnews.com/1f66df4cb23e89da039517163ef80dc4 
 
Lock Haven Express: Judge admonished by appeals court panel in gas pipeline cases 



https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2020/02/judge-admonished-by-appeals-court-panel-in-
gas-pipeline-cases/ 
 
Shamokin News-Item: UGI Sunbury files for eminent domain against Selinsgrove couple 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/ugi-sunbury-files-for-eminent-domain-against-selinsgrove-
couple/article fa996fc9-34da-53ca-bbbe-efe216d951bf.html  
 
PFAS 
 
Bucks County Courier Times: DelVal PFAS panel reflects on unwell water impact 
https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/20200212/delval-pfas-panel-reflects-on-unwell-
water-impact 
 
Waste 
 
York Daily Record: Rt. 30 clean-up effort reflects Pa.'s litter problem 
https://www.ydr.com/get-
access/?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ydr.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2Flocal%2F2020%2F02%2F13%2Fro
ute-30-offers-snapshot-pennsylvanias-litter-problem%2F4679575002%2F 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Carlisle considers second option residents could use for recycling containers 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/communities/carlisle/carlisle-considers-second-option-residents-
could-use-for-recycling-containers/article 40bf1182-dd7e-5637-8618-767498c15c31.html 
 
CBS21: Trash along Harrisburg's 3rd Street is building in storm water assets 
https://local21news.com/news/local/trash-along-3rd-street-building-in-stormwater-assets 
 
Lock Haven Express:  Taking out the trash (Editorial) 
https://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/editorials/2020/02/taking-out-the-trash/ 
 
Daily Collegian: Penn State's Waste Stream Task Force 'will continue' to lead sustainable efforts (LTE) 
https://www.collegian.psu.edu/opinion/letters to editor/article c38dcebe-4b99-11ea-bfc6-
f33256209fa7.html 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Ordinances to be advertised in Kulpmont; litter, recycling issues discussed 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/ordinances-to-be-advertised-in-kulpmont/article 932043e0-
bf1e-52ad-83af-d5ba90c1b5b7.html 
 
Water 
 
Record Argus: Jamestown council maps out future projects 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/articles/jamestown-council-maps-out-future-projects/ 
 
WJET-TV: Presque Isle high waters hitting historic marks. 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/presque-isle-high-waters-hitting-historic-marks/ 
 
WJET-TV: Lake Erie water levels break February record 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/lake-erie-water-levels-break-february-record/ 



 
York Daily Record" Trump again proposes big cuts to Bay program 
https://www.ydr.com/get-
access/?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ydr.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2F2020%2F02%2F12%2Ftrump-
budget-would-nearly-eliminate-chesapeake-bay-program-funding%2F4722108002%2F 
 
ABC27: No timeline on Harrisburg water main break 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/harrisburg/no-timeline-on-harrisburg-water-main-break/ 
 
WJAC: Johnstown City Council votes for possible sale of the city sewer system 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/johnstown-city-council-votes-for-possible-sale-of-the-city-sewer-system 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Johnstown city council approves motion to negotiate the sale of sewer collection 
system 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/johnstown-city-council-approves-motion-to-negotiate-the-sale-
of/article 5b463a9c-4e1b-11ea-8a46-8b64d9c35d53.html 
 
Allegheny Front; The Complicated History of the Kinzua Dam and How It Changed Life for the Seneca 
People 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/the-complicated-history-of-the-kinzua-dam-and-how-it-changed-life-
for-the-seneca-people/  
 
Allegheny Front: Rethinking ORSANCO: How the Agency’s Role as Steadfast Defender of the Ohio River 
Has Changed Over Time 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/rethinking-orsanco-how-the-agencys-role-as-steadfast-defender-of-
the-ohio-river-has-changed-over-time/  
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Work continues on downtown Latrobe water line replacement project 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/work-continues-on-downtown-latrobe-water-line-
replacement-project/article 5fbc1f23-472d-528b-9006-125a6e837784.html  
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor | Murtha legacy includes river cleanup 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/readers forum/letter-to-the-editor-murtha-legacy-includes-
river-cleanup/article bbb2af96-4dd5-11ea-885a-076d044059a3.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Westmoreland buys small Fayette sewage system 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/westmoreland-buys-small-fayette-sewage-system/ 
 
DuBois Courier-Express: Sandy Township extending sanitary sewer system 
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/three-roads-included-in-sandy-twp-paving-project-this-
year/article 021fac0c-472d-5431-813b-e7632279cf2e.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Niglio: Greco, MIriello also improperly appointed to municipal authority 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/niglio-greco-miriello-also-improperly-
appointed/article c8e07ac8-3286-58d1-b5d0-60e7b897d6b3.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 



Ridgway Record: Environmental Education Scholarship provided by KECA and Seneca Resources (pg 1) 
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/sites/default/files/RR-02-13-20.pdf 
 
Environmental Health News: Op-ed: Asbestos, ubiquitous and avoidable, is a deadly threat to our kids 
https://www.ehn.org/asbestos-kids-health-2645112961.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Number of deer with chronic wasting disease harvested in Pennsylvania hits all-
time high 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/number-of-deer-with-chronic-wasting-disease-harvested-in-
pennsylvania/article b7cb440e-4d19-11ea-81e2-c3a81e5a8e11.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Pennsylvania Game Commission seeks hunters feedback on chronic wasting 
disease 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/pennsylvania-game-commission-seeks-hunters-feedback-on-
chronic-wasting-disease/article 70257a30-4dcc-11ea-a6d2-7bc25207b440.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Council seeks to borrow $7.7M 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2020/02/council-seeks-to-borrow-7-7m/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Groups plan hazmat meet-up 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2020/02/groups-plan-hazmat-meet-up/ 
 
KDKA: Pittsburgh Weather: Rain And Snow Surround Cold Temperatures 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/02/13/pittsburgh-weather-cold-rain-snow/  
 
WPXI: Inside the Route 228 tunnel project 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/inside-route-228-tunnel-
project/QN7P6ZUA5BD3DIALBUMWC7M5JE/  
 
Observer-Reporter: Clare Drive repairs continue while some residents remain cut off from homes 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/clare-drive-repairs-continue-while-some-residents-
remain-cut-off/article bd603156-4da8-11ea-8ec0-238e6eb2bfc6.html 


