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Top DEP Stories 
 
Scranton Times: Frustrated Scranton parents want asbestos test results, plan to hold forum on 
Northeast 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/frustrated-scranton-parents-want-asbestos-test-results-plan-
to-hold-forum-on-northeast-1.2597118 
 
Mentions 
 
Bradford Era: Pipeline construction can continue after appeals court ruling 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/state/pipeline-construction-can-continue-after-appeals-court-
ruling/article 67b8a8a9-86e3-572e-a682-f8e3699d0616.html 
 
Ridgway Record: Johnsonburg Municipal Authority hears water plant update (pg 1) 
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/sites/default/files/RR-02-20-20.pdf 
 
WHYY: Streamline seeks fresh start on toxic Kensington soil: ‘We’re a different animal’ 
https://whyy.org/articles/streamline-seeks-fresh-start-on-toxic-kensington-soil-were-a-different-
animal/ 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Wysox Water, Sewer Rates to More than Double 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/wysox-water-sewer-rates-to-more-than-double/ 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Susquehanna commissioners hear host of concerns; refer gas drilling 
complaints to DEP 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/susq-commissioners-hear-host-of-concerns/ 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Susq. County Republicans Host Lincoln Day Brunch 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/susq-county-republicans-host-lincoln-day-brunch/ 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Finding out about the smell (LTE) 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/finding-out-about-the-smell/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Finance gives nod to use of $280K grant for recycling 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2020/02/finance-gives-nod-to-use-of-280k-grant-for-
recycling/ 
 
Gant News: Clearfield Municipal Authority Mulling Billing Software Change 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/02/19/clearfield-municipal-authority-mulling-billing-software-change/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: DEP agrees with PennDOT's thruway assessment 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local news/dep-agrees-with-penndot-s-thruway-
assessment/article 465dd4bc-e979-56da-8654-94a021d4275f.html 
 
PennLive: Design work progressing on schedule for thruway’s southern section in Snyder County 



https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/02/design-work-progressing-on-schedule-for-thruways-
southern-section-in-snyder-county.html 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Conservation district to focus on WR watershed 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/conservation-district-to-focus-on-wr-
watershed/article 1c70070f-c575-5f53-93b8-26418e226979.html 
 
Restore Pennsylvania 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: No severance tax (LTE) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/no-severance-tax/article 32a1630f-bc1f-51eb-ac03-
f22446f6bf51.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Wolf menaces state gas prosperity (LTE) 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/021620/page/11/story/wolf-menaces-state-gas-
prosperity 
 
Air 
 
Post-Gazette: We’re vastly undercounting methane emissions from fossil fuels, scientists say 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2020/02/20/methane-emissions-gas-fossil-fuels-
humans-study/stories/202002190188 
 
Climate Change 
 
WESA: Local Artists Confront Climate Change In New Exhibit 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/local-artists-confront-climate-change-new-exhibit 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
WICU-TV: There's a New Public Fishing Spot for Steelhead Thanks to Local Groups 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/41733459/theres-a-new-public-fishing-spot-for-steelhead-
thanks-to-local-groups 
 
Clarion News: Money designated for Kahle Lake renovation study 
https://www.theclarionnews.com/news/frontpage/article 92802a01-ab94-5755-8201-
9681895d09d2.html 
 
Allegheny Front: Northern Long-Eared Bat Was Improperly Denied Endangered Status. What’s Next? 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/northern-long-eared-bat-was-improperly-denied-endangered-status-
whats-next/  
 
Tribune-Review: Skunk cabbage, daffodils provide an early sign of spring 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/skunk-cabbage-daffodils-provide-an-early-sign-of-spring/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Ohiopyle State Park program in need of citizen scientists 
https://triblive.com/lifestyles/more-lifestyles/ohiopyle-state-park-program-in-need-of-citizen-scientists/ 
 



Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: PA Leopold Conservation Award Seeks Nominees 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/pa-leopold-conservation-award-seeks-nominees/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Time for fishermen to weigh in on next state Trout Plan 
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/02/time-for-fishermen-to-weigh-in-on-next-
state-trout-plan/ 
 
Energy 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Even with 10,000 solar industry jobs in Pa. and N.J., the region lags behind, report 
says 
https://www.inquirer.com/science/climate/solar-jobs-pennsylvania-new-jersey-20200219.html 
 
Central Penn Business Journal: UGI ‘infrastructure betterment’ project in Lancaster to start in March 
https://www.cpbj.com/ugi-infrastructure-betterment-project-lancaster-start-march/ 
 
Central Penn Business Journal: Gettysburg solar project gets a public hearing tonight 
https://www.cpbj.com/gettysburg-solar-project-gets-public-hearing-tonight/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Solar industry sees bright future, though in Appalachia, it's cloudier 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/02/19/solar-industry-sees-bright-future-
appalachia.html  
 
Post-Gazette: Another view 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/02/20/Another-view/stories/202002200081 
 
Post-Gazette: Bring clean jobs to Pennsylvania 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/2020/02/20/Bring-clean-jobs-to-
Pennsylvania/stories/202002200040 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Natural Gas Conversion at Schools Set for Summer 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/natural-gas-conversion-at-schools-set-for-summer/ 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Leader Times: Toxic Superfund cleanups decline to more than 30-year low 
https://www.leadertimes.com/articles/toxic-superfund-cleanups-decline-to-more-than-30-year-low/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Residents urged to weigh in on future of Neville Island’s former Shenango coke plant 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/residents-urged-to-weigh-in-on-future-of-neville-
islands-former-shenango-coke-works/ 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Returning Agency Could Help Blighted Building Problem 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/returning-agency-could-help-blighted-building-problem/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Inns given ultimatum 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/022020/page/1/story/inns-given-ultimatum 
 



Mining 
 
Standard Speaker: Public hearing on waste coal’s effect to be held 
https://m.standardspeaker.com/news/public-hearing-on-waste-coal-s-effect-to-be-held-1.2597217 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Chester County Daily Local: Pipeline construction can continue after appeals court ruling 
https://www.dailylocal.com/news/pipeline-construction-can-continue-after-appeals-court-
ruling/article 3bc6e394-5341-11ea-81f0-8ff51af2d5ec.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Should the next U.S. president ban fracking? | Pro/Con 
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/fracking-2020-pennsylvania-presidential-candidates-
20200219.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Chester County appeal denied in Mariner East 2 pipeline case 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/chester-county-appeal-denied-in-mariner-east-pipeline-
case/article 27bd7cde-5353-11ea-b056-63a6ab05d00f.html 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Toomey talks up effort to protect fracking 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/toomey-talks-up-effort-to-protect-fracking-1.2597274 
 
Pike County Courier: Pennsylvania should not subsidize fracking and petrochemical companies (LTE) 
http://www.pikecountycourier.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/pennsylvania-should-not-subsidize-
fracking-and-petrochemical-companies-AM916165 
 
Post-Gazette: Brian O'Neill: Nothing's shakier than the middle ground on fracking 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/brian-oneill/2020/02/20/Fracking-natural-gas-Pennsylvania-
middle-ground/stories/202002200030  
 
Waste 
 
Morning Call: Grand Central owners seek rezoning toward a future 100-plus acre expansion of Lehigh 
Valley landfill; ‘first step in multistep process’  
https://www.mcall.com/news/local/nazareth/mc-nws-grand-central-expansion-20200220-
lrvqlsyl2jc2lduin7eokw5shi-story.html 
 
KDKA: ‘Drop Your Butts Here’: In An Effort To Cut Back On Litter, City Tests Pilot Program On Brookline 
Boulevard 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/02/19/brookline-boulevard-littering-pilot-program/ 
 
Tribune-Review: 412 Food Rescue CEO to receive Global Leadership Award 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/pittsburgh-woman-to-receive-global-leadership-award/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Be positive, not negative, litter rebuttal (LTE) 
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/02/be-positive-not-negative-litter-rebuttal/ 
 
Water 



 
Pennlive: Traffic on the minds of Londonderry Twp. residents reacting to warehouse plan 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/02/traffic-on-the-minds-of-londonderry-twp-residents-reacting-
to-warehouse-plan.html 
 
Pennlive: Design work progressing on schedule for thruway’s southern section in Snyder County 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/02/design-work-progressing-on-schedule-for-thruways-
southern-section-in-snyder-county.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Amity Township approves action on Route 422 stormwater problems 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/local/amity-township-approves-action-on-route-stormwater-
problems/article 2088ab16-5360-11ea-8c5c-93388625fb74.html 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Monthslong water main installation to begin on Carlisle Pike in Hampden Township 
next week 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/monthslong-water-main-installation-to-begin-on-carlisle-pike-
in/article a6c0c012-7dc7-55b5-8d13-5fd95be9acde.html 
 
Meadville Tribune: Water authority nears completion of Bessemer Street project 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/water-authority-nears-completion-of-bessemer-street-
project/article 991436fc-5371-11ea-9d96-f770c5aff3e9.html 
 
Daily Courier: Portion of Mt. Pleasant to have water shut off 
https://www.dailycourier.com/articles/portion-of-mt-pleasant-to-have-water-shut-off/  
 
Tribune-Review: Officials consider using Leechburg stormwater system to help with potential runoff 
from turf field 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/officials-consider-using-leechburg-stormwater-system-
to-help-with-potential-runoff-from-turf-field/  
 
Tribune-Review: Westmoreland Manor receives clean bill of (water) health after Legionnaires’ discovery 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/westmoreland-manor-receives-clean-bill-of-water-health-
after-legionnaires-discovery/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Penn Township considers flood relief plan 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/penn-township-considers-flood-relief-plan/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Officials consider using Leechburg stormwater system to help with potential runoff 
from turf field 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/officials-consider-using-leechburg-stormwater-system-
to-help-with-potential-runoff-from-turf-field/ 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Two Area Dams to Receive State Funding 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/two-area-dams-to-receive-state-funding/ 
 
Towanda Daily Review: Hazarous dams, including Sullivan County structure, receive repair funding 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/hazarous-dams-including-sullivan-county-structure-
receive-repair-funding/article 8e1270e7-1905-50f0-a392-a492fbef1292.html 



 
Shamokin News Item: Mount Carmel Twp. approves sewer pump work 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/mc-twp-to-hang-hometown-heroes-banners/article 0428962e-
1588-5df8-92b3-cc370ace9a79.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pennlive: Snow geese at Middle Creek: One bird’s incredible journey 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2020/02/snow-geese-at-middle-creek-one-birds-incredible-journey.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Step inside this New Holland hydroponic greenhouse run by volunteers 
https://lancasteronline.com/features/step-inside-this-new-holland-hydroponic-greenhouse-run-by-
volunteers/article 4b547e82-5348-11ea-9805-1f3fbc3ef42d.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Walker Township land purchase finalized 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/walker-township-land-purchase-
finalized/article c389eca9-5d22-5322-9c5a-a18ca4a6deaa.html 
 
WICU-TV: Bridge Removal in Cambridge Springs Set to Start Monday 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/41732458/bridge-removal-in-cambridge-springs-set-to-start-
monday 
 
KDKA: 9-Month-Old Baby Injured After Landslide Sends Tree Crashing Into Window Of Building 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/02/19/butler-street-etna-landslide/  
 
WTAE: 'The whole building shook': Landslide injures infant, forces 10 people out of their homes in Etna 
https://www.wtae.com/article/the-whole-building-shook-landslide-injures-infant-forces-10-people-out-
of-their-homes-in-etna/31008493  
 
KDKA Radio: Bunola River Road Reopens After Landslide Closure In 2018 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/bunola-river-road-reopens-after-landslide-closure-in-2018  
 
Mon Valley Independent: Shuttered Bunola River Road reopens 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2020/02/shuttered-bunola-river-road-reopens/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Permanent traffic signal system installed, Forward road affected by landslide to reopen 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/permanent-traffic-signal-system-installed-forward-road-
affected-by-landslide-to-reopen/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Hillside above Route 28 in Harmar deemed ‘stable’ day after landslide 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/engineers-searching-for-cause-of-route-28-landslide-
lane-closure-still-in-place/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Purple paint now officially means no trespassing 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2020/02/purple-paint-now-officially-means-no-
trespassing/ 


