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Top DEP Stories 
 
Morning Call: Crews responding to Northampton fire; drivers should avoid area 
https://www.mcall.com/2025/02/04/crews-responding-to-fire-in-northampton-county/ 
 
LehighValleyLive: Massive recycling plant blaze rages in Northampton 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2025/02/massive-recycling-plant-blaze-rages-in-
northampton.html 
 
Waste Today: Reworld, Goodwill Keystone honored with e-scrap recycling award 
https://www.wastetodaymagazine.com/news/reworld-goodwill-keystone-honored-with-e-scrap-
recycling-award/ 
 
 
Mentions 
 
KDKA: Hydraulic fluid spill outside of steel plant in Lower Burrell contained 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/hydraulic-fluid-spill-lower-burrell/ 
 
WTAE: Oil spill extends nearly 2 miles down river after containment tanks leak at Westmoreland County 
steel plant 
https://www.wtae.com/article/oil-spill-reported-at-plant-in-lower-burrell-westmoreland-
county/63656201 
 
WPXI: Leak at Westmoreland County steel plant sends hydraulic fluid into Allegheny River 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/leak-westmoreland-county-steel-plant-sends-hydraulic-fluid-into-
allegheny-river/YX2R3BWU3BAT7OOPSNXVFWM43U/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Hydraulic fluid leak at Lower Burrell steel plant sends slick down Allegheny River 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/hydraulic-leak-at-lower-burrell-steel-plant-sends-slick-
down-the-allegheny-river/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: Lawyers: Rock Spring customers can’t wait for investigation 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2025/02/lawyers-rock-spring-customers-cant-wait-for-
investigation/ 
 
 
Philadelphia Plane Crash 
 
Philly Burbs: Philadelphia plane crash cause investigation continues: What we know as recovery begins 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/2025/02/03/philadelphia-plane-crash-roosevelt-mall-
1312025-medevec-plane-northeast-philly-crash-learjet/ 
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Daily Local: Philadelphia plane crash left ‘expansive’ impact zone, transportation secretary says 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2025/02/03/philadelphia-plane-crash-impact-zone-sean-duffy/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: A crash, an explosion, then mayhem 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/a/timeline-plane-crash-northeast-philadelphia-
20250203.html 
 
Mayor Cherelle Parker is seeking state and federal aid in the Northeast Philly plane crash recovery 
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/philadelphia/northeast-philadelphia-plane-crash-homes-destroyed-
20250203.html 
 
A rainy night, a crashed plane, and in the chaotic aftermath, ‘you see the best of Philly’ | Editorial 
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/editorials/northeast-philadelphia-plane-crash-trump-military-
helicopter-20250203.html 
 
Philly Voice: Jet crash in Northeast Philly is among the city's 'worst black swan events,' Mayor Parker 
says 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/northeast-philly-jet-crash-parker-ntsb-black-box-resources-town-hall/ 
 
WHYY: ‘Like a big bomb’: NE Philly residents shaken by Friday’s plane crash 
https://billypenn.com/2025/02/03/ne-philly-plane-crash-residents-reactions/ 
 
The Latin Sun: Plane Crash Updates: Road Closures and Community Support 
https://elsolnewsmedia.com/investigaciones-accidente-aereo-philadelphia/ 
 
Fox 29 Pictured: Cockpit voice recorder found after Philly plane crash that killed 7, injured 24 
https://www.fox29.com/news/pictured-cockpit-voice-recorder-found-after-philly-plane-crash-killed-7-
injured-24 
 
WFMZ: Young boy being called a hero for his actions after plane crash fights to recover from serious 
injury 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/southeastern-pa/young-boy-being-called-a-hero-for-his-actions-
after-plane-crash-fights-to-recover/article_041d8d9e-e275-11ef-990a-a76255e9243b.html 
 
 
East Palestine Train Derailment 
 
Meadville Tribune: For East Palestine residents, an uneven road to recovery two years after train 
derailment 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/for-east-palestine-residents-an-uneven-road-to-recovery-
two-years-after-train-derailment/article_d402e2ae-e255-11ef-bb3a-a7df9e6c2d51.html 
 
 
Avian Influenza 
 
Warren Times Observer: Migrating snow geese drive avian flu outbreak in Pa. 
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https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2025/02/migrating-snow-geese-drive-avian-flu-
outbreak-in-pa/ 
 
WICU-TV: House Bill Expands How & Who Can Test for Avian Flu 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/52308535/house-bill-expands-how-and-who-can-test-for-avian-
flu 
 
Pennlive: Popular central Pa. wildlife area closes public access due to bird flu concerns 
https://www.pennlive.com/outdoors/2025/02/wildlife-areas-closed-to-public-due-to-avian-flu-
concerns.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Middle Creek Wildlife officials brace for perfect storm of migrating snow geese and avian 
influenza 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2025/02/03/middle-creek-wildlife-officials-brace-for-perfect-storm-of-
migrating-snow-geese-and-avian-influenza/ 
 
Lebtown.com: Middle Creek prohibits access for snow geese viewing due to avian flu concerns 
https://lebtown.com/2025/02/03/middle-creek-prohibits-access-for-snow-geese-viewing-due-to-avian-
flu-concerns/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: Middle Creek Restricts Visitors Due to Avian Flu 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/poultry/middle-creek-restricts-visitors-due-to-avian-
flu/article_90241f58-e25f-11ef-8e5c-473172aa3f82.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Dauphin County Egg Farm Tests Positive for Avian Influenza 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/poultry/dauphin-county-egg-farm-tests-positive-for-
avian-influenza/article_103c3b72-e241-11ef-b0ac-53400264a75c.html 
 
WITF: Bird flu to close parts of Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area 
https://www.witf.org/2025/02/04/bird-flu-to-close-parts-of-middle-creek-wildlife-management-area/ 
 
WGAL: Dead birds at Kreider Farms egg facility in Dauphin County being tested for bird flu 
https://www.wgal.com/article/dauphin-county-dead-birds-at-kreider-farms-egg-facility-being-tested-
for-bird-flu/63656197 
 
WFMZ: Wildlife center, destination for bird watchers, closes several areas amid avian flu concerns 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/wildlife-center-destination-for-bird-watchers-closes-several-
areas-amid-avian-flu-concerns/article_5c5d3a36-e257-11ef-8f4d-834a940071a7.html 
 
KDKA: Pittsburgh-area farm that lost 2,000 chickens to bird flu taking extra steps to protect flock 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/primrose-farm-bird-flu-protecting-flock/ 
 
Daily Local: Middle Creek Wildlife officials brace for perfect storm of migrating snow geese and avian 
influenza 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2025/02/03/middle-creek-wildlife-officials-brace-for-perfect-storm-of-
migrating-snow-geese-and-avian-influenza/ 
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Climate Change 
 
Pennlive: PA should hold fossil fuel companies accountable for damages caused by climate change 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2025/02/pa-should-hold-fossil-fuel-companies-accountable-for-
damages-caused-by-climate-change-pennlive-letters.html 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
New Castle News: 'A win for everybody': Path of the Flood Trail earns state's Trail of the Year award 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/cnhi_network/a-win-for-everybody-path-of-the-flood-trail-earns-
states-trail-of-the-year/article_325538ff-ac5a-5c08-9e25-51b39c5e7369.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Deer season start still splitting hunters as Pa. bill proposes traditional opening day 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local_news/deer-season-start-still-splitting-hunters-as-pa-bill-
proposes-traditional-opening-day/article_98827b7a-5d2c-5a81-9e6c-76739fe34516.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Somerset County Conservancy to host waterfowl identification outing at Somerset 
Lake 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/somerset-county-conservancy-to-host-waterfowl-identification-
outing-at-somerset-lake/article_e15f55c8-e24a-11ef-b206-3bf739459648.html 
 
KDKA: Mating season could make coyotes more aggressive if they encounter pets, expert says 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/coyotes-mating-season-aggressive-pennsylvania/ 
 
WJAC: Pennsylvania lawmakers propose returning deer season opener to post-Thanksgiving Monday 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/pennsylvania-lawmakers-propose-returning-deer-season-opener-post-
thanksgiving-monday-hunting-outdoors-legislation-proposals-harrisburg-# 
 
The Northside Chronicle: District 19 News: Abney joins Shapiro in promoting faster professional 
permitting 
https://www.thenorthsidechronicle.com/2025/01/27/district-19-news-abney-joins-shapiro-promoting-
faster-professional-permitting/ 
 
Penn State News: Penn State, Shell collaboration funds environmental research project for vegetation 
management on pipeline 
https://www.psu.edu/news/altoona/story/penn-state-shell-collaboration-funds-environmental-
research-project 
 
My ChesCo: Get Hooked on 2025! Your Guide to Trophy Trout, Golden Beauties, and Pennsylvania’s 
Ultimate Fishing Season 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/get-hooked-on-2025-your-guide-to-trophy-trout-
golden-beauties-and-pennsylvanias-ultimate-fishing-season/ 
 
WHYY: American bald eagles are having a moment, ecologically and culturally 
https://whyy.org/articles/american-bald-eagles-endangered-new-jersey-philadelphia-super-bowl 
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Energy 
 
The Mon Valley Independent: Will Pa. avoid a large hike in electric rates? 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2025/02/04/will-pa-avoid-a-large-hike-in-electric-rates/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: N.J.’s first offshore wind farm dealt significant blow from state board after 
Trump’s attacks 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/new-jersey/offshore-wind-nj-renewable-energy-shell-trump-
20250203.html 
 
Philadelphia Business Journal: Billy Penn Studios aims to be a “launchpad” for local startups, including 
this growing electric vehicle company 
https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/news/2025/01/20/billy-penn-studios-launchpad-local-
startups.html 
 
 
Mining 
 
Observer-Reporter: Mining to cause lane restrictions on I-70 near West Alexander 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2025/feb/04/mining-to-cause-lane-restrictions-
on-i-70-near-west-alexander/ 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
WBRE: Deer disease seen for first time in Luzerne County 
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/deer-disease-seen-for-first-time-in-luzerne-county/ 
 
 
Water 
 
Erie Times: Agreement in federal court saves outhouses for Amish in Warren County 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2025/02/03/amish-outhouse-consent-order-agreement-
federal-court-warren-county-pa-erie-justice-department/78083266007/ 
 
WJET-TV: Resolution proposed in lawsuit between Warren Co. sewage authority, Amish residents 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/resolution-proposed-in-lawsuit-between-warren-co-
sewage-authority-amish-residents/ 
 
WTAE: Road closed until 'end of week' following massive water main break in Allegheny County 
https://www.wtae.com/article/repairs-underway-after-water-main-break-in-ohio-township/63638833 
 
Lock Haven Express: City issues boil water advisory for portion of South Jones Street 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/urgent-information/2025/02/city-issues-boil-water-advisory-for-
portion-of-south-jones-street/ 
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https://www.pahomepage.com/news/deer-disease-seen-for-first-time-in-luzerne-county/?email=b203c4d9a7bfd81490114da9277e90a08d2e7449&emaila=6856c7312ee00ba479bc3db77cc40814&emailb=09dd7bff3f37f95e1c69f198e492dcdf62b39831fa90499a80c7a765a43f34a3&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Curated%20Morning%20News%202025-02-04&utm_content=wbre%2Fwyou%20morning%20update
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2025/02/03/amish-outhouse-consent-order-agreement-federal-court-warren-county-pa-erie-justice-department/78083266007/
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2025/02/03/amish-outhouse-consent-order-agreement-federal-court-warren-county-pa-erie-justice-department/78083266007/
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/resolution-proposed-in-lawsuit-between-warren-co-sewage-authority-amish-residents/
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/resolution-proposed-in-lawsuit-between-warren-co-sewage-authority-amish-residents/
https://www.wtae.com/article/repairs-underway-after-water-main-break-in-ohio-township/63638833
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/urgent-information/2025/02/city-issues-boil-water-advisory-for-portion-of-south-jones-street/
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/urgent-information/2025/02/city-issues-boil-water-advisory-for-portion-of-south-jones-street/


Miscellaneous 
 
FOX43: Pennsylvania braces for Brood 14 cicada invasion this spring 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/adams-county/large-cicada-brood-expected-emerge-
pennsylvania/521-e471c5a2-9e9c-438b-abb0-2e8f6b46d08a 
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: CMU researchers develop metric to measure gaps in EV charging access, 
show rural areas likely to lag behind 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/inno/stories/news/2025/02/03/cmu-researchers-develop-
metric.html 
 
Allegheny Front: Norfolk Southern rail bridges in western Pennsylvania in disrepair, study warns 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/norfolk-southern-railway-safety-bridges-western-pennsylvania/ 
 
ABC 27: EPA tells 1,000 employees they could be fired ‘immediately’ 
https://www.abc27.com/national/epa-tells-1000-employees-they-could-be-fired-immediately/ 
 
PennLive: 100K eggs stolen from central PA supplier 
https://www.pennlive.com/crime/2025/02/100k-eggs-stolen-from-central-pa-supplier.html 
 
 

https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/adams-county/large-cicada-brood-expected-emerge-pennsylvania/521-e471c5a2-9e9c-438b-abb0-2e8f6b46d08a
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/adams-county/large-cicada-brood-expected-emerge-pennsylvania/521-e471c5a2-9e9c-438b-abb0-2e8f6b46d08a
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/inno/stories/news/2025/02/03/cmu-researchers-develop-metric.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/inno/stories/news/2025/02/03/cmu-researchers-develop-metric.html
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/norfolk-southern-railway-safety-bridges-western-pennsylvania/
https://www.abc27.com/national/epa-tells-1000-employees-they-could-be-fired-immediately/
https://www.pennlive.com/crime/2025/02/100k-eggs-stolen-from-central-pa-supplier.html

