
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – 
Colleen Connolly; SERO – Stephanie Berardi; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Lauren Camarda). If Central 
Office staff (and others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at kedeibert@pa.gov  
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
WJET-TV: Firefighter gives first-hand account of LORD plant explosion, officials continue to investigate 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/firefighter-gives-first-hand-account-of-lord-plant-
explosion-officials-continue-to-investigate/ 
 
Erie Times: Chemical plant explosion hospitalizes at least 12. Authorities investigating the cause 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/2025/02/10/parker-lord-saegertown-pa-explosion-under-
investigation/78382678007/ 
 
Meadville Tribune: UPDATE: Officials: Air, water safe following fire, explosion at Saegertown plant 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/update-officials-air-water-safe-following-fire-explosion-at-
saegertown-plant/article_40a49a48-e7d2-11ef-b782-bb34003f2a8a.html 
 
Meadville Times: Parker Lord response to fire and explosion moves to recovery phase 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/parker-lord-response-to-fire-and-explosion-moves-to-
recovery-phase/article_9c465e5e-e809-11ef-b6f8-3710a90dea8d.html 
 
New Castle News: Air, water safe following fire, explosion at Saegertown plant 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/cnhi_network/air-water-safe-following-fire-explosion-at-saegertown-
plant/article_13c19545-f1f4-5010-a7a5-f75d924d41ce.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: More than $1M headed to Valley for conservation projects 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/more-than-1m-headed-to-valley-for-conservation-
projects/article_f4bdec58-e7d9-11ef-8d15-a732ea01875c.html 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Scranton Times: Jessup, Lackawanna Energy Center settle air quality permit appeal 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2025/02/10/jessup-lackawanna-energy-center-settle-air-quality-
permit-appeal/ 
 
FOX56: West Wyoming odor complaints reveal Kratom business, concerns to be addressed 
https://fox56.com/news/local/west-wyoming-odor-complaints-reveal-kratom-business-concerns-to-be-
addressed# 
 
Tribune-Review: Ross resident spars with township over future of Short Line Hollow park 
https://community.triblive.com/c/north-hills-journal/news/3728831 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Jet fuel pipeline that leaked into Bucks County wells should be shut down, 
legislators say 
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https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/jet-fuel-leak-upper-makefield-20250211.html 
 
Bucks County Herald: Upper Makefield residents fear their wells are drawing tainted water 
https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/upper-makefield-residents-fear-their-wells-are-drawing-
tainted-water/article_d7dcaef4-e7e2-11ef-a0d9-f3bc5262de77.html 
 
PA Environment Digest: DEP Invites Comments On New Air Quality General Permit For Human, Animal 
Remains Incinerators 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2025/02/dep-invites-comments-on-new-air-quality.html 
 
PennLive: What to do with the landfill? Commissioners in PA county weighing all options 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/02/what-to-do-with-the-landfill-commissioners-in-pa-county-
weighing-all-options.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Watsontown Trucking Company introduces electric trucks to its fleet 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/watsontown-trucking-company-introduces-electric-trucks-to-its-
fleet/article_f786b106-e7d2-11ef-99d2-13628247367a.html 
 
Fox56: Northumberland County trucking company leads NEPA with new electric semi trucks in fleet 
https://fox56.com/news/local/northumberland-trucking-company-leads-nepa-with-new-electric-semi-
trucks-in-
fleet?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&sfmc_id=7546044&utm_guid=09dd7bff3f37f95e1c69f19
8e492dcdf62b39831fa90499a80c7a765a43f34a3&utm_campaign= 
 
 
Avian Influenza 
 
Lancaster Online: 3 Lancaster County poultry flocks dealing with outbreak of bird flu 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/3-lancaster-county-poultry-flocks-dealing-with-outbreak-of-
bird-flu/article_3d7263ea-e7fb-11ef-847a-d7ad268e64d0.html 
 
Lebtown.com: 139,500 birds quarantined for avian flu at two facilities in northern Lebanon County 
https://lebtown.com/2025/02/11/139500-birds-quarantined-for-avian-flu-at-two-facilities-in-northern-
lebanon-county/ 
 
CBS21: Nearly 200,000 birds affected in bird flu outbreaks in Lancaster, Lebanon counties 
https://local21news.com/news/local/bird-flu-outbreak-lancaster-county-lebanon-county-pennsylvania-
commercial-flocks-200000-affected-united-states-department-of-agriculture-february-10-2025# 
 
WFMZ: Berks County officials urge residents take precautions to limit the spread of bird flu 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/berks-county-officials-urge-residents-take-precautions-to-
limit-the-spread-of-bird-flu/article_3a7c3944-e7d4-11ef-9095-bbae6fa0bd66.html 
 
KDKA: Consumption of raw milk is increasing among the self-proclaimed health conscious but is it safe? 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/raw-milk-consumption-and-health-risks/ 
 
KDKA: Major grocery chains, including in Pittsburgh, limiting egg purchases amid nationwide shortage 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/egg-shortage-and-buying-limits-bird-flu/ 
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Air 
 
The Derrick.com: Air quality, water seem unaffected following explosion at Saegertown Parker Lord 
facility; 8 suffer minor injuries 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/air-quality-water-seem-unaffected-following-explosion-
at-saegertown-parker-lord-facility-8-suffer-minor/article_b7870cf0-e7c7-11ef-a6f3-b355a49908bd.html 
 
Public Source: Just the Source: Asthma-related ER visits in Allegheny County have dipped, but air isn’t 
entirely clear 
https://www.publicsource.org/pittsburgh-air-quality-asthma-attacks-key-takeaways/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Butler Eagle: Game commission outlines proposals to help farmers reduce deer numbers 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20250211/game-commission-outlines-proposals-to-help-farmers-reduce-
deer-numbers/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Penn’s Woods West Trout Unlimited offers free fly fishing classes in March 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/townnews/sport_fishing/penn-s-woods-west-trout-unlimited-
offers-free-fly-fishing-classes-in-march/article_b14520dc-e814-11ef-9205-578084f21873.html 
 
WESA: Gov. Shapiro proposes Laurel Caverns as Pennsylvania’s first underground state park 
https://www.wesa.fm/politics-government/2025-02-06/laurel-caverns-pennsylvania-state-park-
underground 
 
Daily Times: TATUM: The need to feed our feathered friends 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2025/02/10/tatum-the-need-to-feed-our-feathered-friends/ 
 
KYW News: Collie Turner: Changing the game by healing veterans through horticulture 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/collie-turner-heroic-gardens-veterans-mental-
health 
 
Levittown Now: Bucks County Looks To Preserve More Farmland With Municipal Support 
https://levittownnow.com/2025/02/11/bucks-county-looks-to-preserve-more-farmland-with-municipal-
support/ 
 
Bucks County Today: Schuylkill River Trail to Receive Two Major Extensions Thanks to Federal Funding 
https://bucksco.today/2025/02/schuylkill-river-trail-extensions/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
WGAL: Power line project public hearings happening today in York County 
https://www.wgal.com/article/power-line-project-public-hearings-happening-today-in-york-
county/63752764 
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Public Source: Pennsylvania PJM settlement might slow price hikes, but green energy projects still wait 
to connect to the grid 
https://www.publicsource.org/pennsylvania-pjm-josh-shapiro-settlement-electricity-prices-green-
energy-projects-grid/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Developer appeals Unity zoning decision against proposed solar farm to Westmoreland 
court 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/developer-appeals-unity-zoning-decision-against-proposed-
solar-farm-to-westmoreland-court/ 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Local, state leaders meet to discuss continued fight against blight and potential 
solutions 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local-state-leaders-meet-to-discuss-continued-fight-against-blight-
and-potential-solutions/article_a13f69d6-e80a-11ef-93d9-e36af923c84c.html 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Bradford Era: Local oil purchasers increase prices 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/local-oil-purchasers-increase-prices/article_d48f1044-e88b-11ef-
8901-17a4a58c24e5.html 
 
 
PFAS 
 
EHN: The silent threat beneath our feet: How deregulation fuels the spread of forever chemicals 
https://www.ehn.org/trump-pfas-deregulation-2671128379.html 
 
 
Waste 
 
Pennlive: What to do with the landfill? Commissioners in Pa. county weighing all options 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/02/what-to-do-with-the-landfill-commissioners-in-pa-county-
weighing-all-options.html 
 
Scranton Times: County grant funding to support municipal electronics recycling events 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2025/02/11/county-grant-funding-to-support-municipal-
electronics-recycling-events/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Gianna Kolencik and John Stolz: ALCOSAN can make money on sewage and help 
the environment too 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/guest-columns/2025/02/11/alcosan-clean-water-plan-
biodigester-sewage-sludge-biogas-environment/stories/202502110016 
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Fox 29: NJ Fashion Designer Specializes In Recycled Fabrics 
https://www.fox29.com/video/1591522 
 
 
Water 
 
York Daily Record: What's that rainbow sheen in the water near Kiwanis Lake? Officials investigating. 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2025/02/10/york-pa-mysterious-rainbow-sheen-near-kiwanis-
lake/78387490007/ 
 
TheDerrick.com: Oil City receives cost estimates for Allegheny River Waterline Crossing project; price tag 
raises concerns 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/oil-city-receives-cost-estimates-for-allegheny-river-
waterline-crossing-project-price-tag-raises-concerns/article_7dbc8bbe-e801-11ef-8810-
6bafb210da3f.html 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Water leaks at Greater Latrobe Junior High School raise concerns among parents 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/water-leaks-at-greater-latrobe-junior-high-school-
raise-concerns-among-parents/article_d7923894-e812-11ef-b088-e310364a851e.html 
 
Philly Voice: How does raw water compare to tap water? A microbiologist explains why the risks 
outweigh the benefits 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/raw-water-risks-health-benefits-tap/ 
 
Baltimore Sun: Dream of a restored Chesapeake Bay is in dire straits  (Op-Ed) 
https://www.baltimoresun.com/2025/02/10/dream-of-a-restored-chesapeake-bay-is-in-dire-straits-
guest-commentary/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Turtle Creek bridge demo to start by May or June 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/turtle-creek-bridge-demo-to-start-by-may-or-june/article_0d7a755e-
e87f-11ef-abaa-df7d8cae069e.html 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
WTAE: Lincoln Caverns' annual 'Bat Fest' aims to educate visitors on the species 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/lincoln-caverns-annual-bat-fest-aims-to-educate-visitors-on-the-
species# 
 
WTAE: Boiler building at Springdale plant to be pulled down instead of imploded 
https://www.wtae.com/article/boiler-building-at-springdale-plant-to-be-pulled-down-instead-of-
imploded/63747804 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Penn stands to lose $250 million from threatened cuts to scientific research funds 
under Trump 
https://www.inquirer.com/health/national-institutes-health-funding-cuts-trump-upenn-20250210.html 
 

https://www.fox29.com/video/1591522
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2025/02/10/york-pa-mysterious-rainbow-sheen-near-kiwanis-lake/78387490007/
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2025/02/10/york-pa-mysterious-rainbow-sheen-near-kiwanis-lake/78387490007/
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/oil-city-receives-cost-estimates-for-allegheny-river-waterline-crossing-project-price-tag-raises-concerns/article_7dbc8bbe-e801-11ef-8810-6bafb210da3f.html
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https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/water-leaks-at-greater-latrobe-junior-high-school-raise-concerns-among-parents/article_d7923894-e812-11ef-b088-e310364a851e.html
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/water-leaks-at-greater-latrobe-junior-high-school-raise-concerns-among-parents/article_d7923894-e812-11ef-b088-e310364a851e.html
https://www.phillyvoice.com/raw-water-risks-health-benefits-tap/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/2025/02/10/dream-of-a-restored-chesapeake-bay-is-in-dire-straits-guest-commentary/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/2025/02/10/dream-of-a-restored-chesapeake-bay-is-in-dire-straits-guest-commentary/
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/turtle-creek-bridge-demo-to-start-by-may-or-june/article_0d7a755e-e87f-11ef-abaa-df7d8cae069e.html
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https://www.inquirer.com/health/national-institutes-health-funding-cuts-trump-upenn-20250210.html


WHYY: Judge warns Trump administration to comply as Del., other states win enforcement of stay 
blocking federal funding freeze 
https://whyy.org/articles/judge-tells-trump-administration-comply-with-federal-funding-order/ 
 
The Daily Climate: New EPA chief plans cuts, industry hires and a focus on AI 
https://www.dailyclimate.org/trumps-new-epa-chief-plans-cuts-industry-hires-and-a-focus-on-ai-
2671126329.html  
 
Centre Daily Times: Amazon will be end user of Benner Township warehouse first proposed nearly 3 
years ago 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/business/article300053119.html 
 
Penn Capital-Star: Corrections department recommends closing Pennsylvania prisons in Centre, 
Clearfield counties 
https://penncapital-star.com/criminal-justice/corrections-department-recommends-closing-
pennsylvania-prisons-in-centre-clearfield-counties/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: Centre County officials express surprise, concern at proposal to close Rockview state 
prison 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/article300071459.html 
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