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Top DEP Stories 
 
The Derrick: Venango Conservation receives grant 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/community_news/venango-conservation-receives-
grant/article_3f249228-e880-11ef-8b4c-1b63b1df0610.html 
 
Indiana Gazette: Indiana County Conservation District gets nearly $300,000 in DEP grants 
https://www.indianagazette.com/local_news/indiana-county-conservation-district-gets-nearly-300-000-
in-dep-grants/article_bdbeabc4-e81b-11ef-b7de-1b89c5495e76.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: More than $1M headed to Valley for conservation projects 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/more-than-1m-headed-to-valley-for-conservation-
projects/article_f4bdec58-e7d9-11ef-8d15-a732ea01875c.html 
 
WKOK Radio: Local Counties Receive Growing Greener Conservation Grants 
https://www.wkok.com/618310-2/ 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Erie Times: After chemical explosion, Saegertown, Parker Lord working to reopen plant. The next steps 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/2025/02/11/parker-lord-saegertown-pa-explosion-cleanup-work-
ongoing/78408286007/ 
 
Milton Standard-Journal: Environmental expo offers look at ways to engage with nature 
https://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article_485d5494-e860-11ef-86fb-77a4690e7f8a.html 
 
PennWatch: PA Announces Two Fellowship Programs Offering Career Experience in Public Service 
https://pennwatch.org/pa-announces-two-fellowship-programs-offering-career-experience-in-public-
service/ 
 
 
Avian Influenza 
 
Lebanon Daily News: Lebanon County reports first outbreaks of bird flu, affecting 139,500 birds, officials 
say 
https://www.ldnews.com/story/news/local/2025/02/11/officials-lebanon-county-reports-first-
outbreaks-of-avian-influenza/78409940007/ 
 
abc27: Bird flu cases on the rise in Pa. as the state expands testing, containment efforts 
https://www.abc27.com/spotlight-pa/bird-flu-cases-on-the-rise-in-pa-as-the-state-expands-testing-
containment-efforts/ 
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WFMZ: Containing bird flu: What you need to know 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/containing-bird-flu-what-you-need-to-
know/article_f0a948bc-e8fe-11ef-819a-ff7f661bd943.html 
 
KYW News: Bird flu cases on the rise in Pa. as the state expands testing, containment efforts 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/state/pa-bird-flu-shapiro-budget-testing-commercial-
farms 
 
PennLive: Bird flu cases on the rise in Pa. as the state expands testing, containment efforts 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/02/bird-flu-cases-on-the-rise-in-pa-as-the-state-expands-
testing-containment-efforts.html 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
WHYY: Trump funding freeze could leave communities on their own as climate threats grow 
https://whyy.org/articles/trump-funding-freeze-climate-change/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Erie Times: Study reveals waterfowl in Pennsylvania have contaminants. Here's what hunters should 
know 
https://www.goerie.com/story/sports/outdoors/2025/02/11/pcbs-pfas-ocp-found-in-ducks-geese-in-
pennsylvania-other-states-new-york-new-jersey-connecticut/78414466007/ 
 
Lebtown.com: Appalachian Trail’s stretch through Lebanon County is small but special 
https://lebtown.com/2025/02/12/appalachian-trail-in-lebanon-county-is-small-but-special/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Penguins present pebbles, peregrine falcons bow and more wild courting 
rituals 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/goodness/2025/02/12/animal-mating-rituals-pittsburgh-
zoo/stories/202502100079 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Lake Erie Ice fishing tournament pulls in over 100 anglers and a 2.17-pound 
yellow perch 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2025/02/12/lake-erie-ice-fishing-tournament-flagship-ice-
open-hardwater-presque-isle/stories/202502160023 
 
Tube City Almanac: Trail Move Stalled, Garage Repairs Move Forward 
http://almanac.tubecityonline.com/almanac/?e=3682 
 
WHYY: Philly Flower Show offers a peek into a fashionably botanical future 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-flower-show-future-king-of-prussia-mall/ 
 
WNEP: 2nd annual environmental education expo in Montour County 
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https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/montour-county/2nd-annual-environmental-education-
expo-in-montour-county-montour-preserve-danville-marissa-crames/523-84d7365a-79f7-4478-81da-
650fb451651d 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Reflections in Nature: Barred owl can be found in urban areas 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2025/02/reflections-in-nature-barred-owl-can-be-found-
in-urban-areas/ 
 
PA Environment Digest: Rothrock Trail Alliance Hosts Public Meetings On Plans For 53 Miles Of New 
Trails In Centre County 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2025/02/rothrock-trail-alliance-hosts-feb-17-18.html 
 
 
Energy 
 
Bradford Era: Breaker cuts power to 1,200 Monday 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/breaker-cuts-power-to-1-200-monday/article_b8c0d2a0-e8b1-
11ef-a39b-a793f7d97c76.html 
 
York Dispatch: Will energy needs, political forces boost Cuffs Run hydroelectric dam project? 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2025/02/11/will-energy-needs-political-forces-help-
hydroelectric-dam-project/78414377007/ 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Shamokin Township supervisors to vote on third large-scale solar project 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/shamokin-township-supervisors-to-vote-on-third-large-scale-solar-
project/article_d43c8cd4-e4d0-11ef-a948-7b72d1dcdd8e.html 
 
Penn Capital-Star: Blue states hope clean energy plans withstand collision with Trump 
https://penncapital-star.com/economy/blue-states-hope-clean-energy-plans-withstand-collision-with-
trump/?emci=d650e0c1-37e9-ef11-90cb-0022482a94f4&emdi=d5bfad6b-49e9-ef11-90cb-
0022482a94f4&ceid=169549 
 
ESG Dive: EPA funding freeze endangers $7B Solar For All program 
https://www.esgdive.com/news/epa-funding-freeze-solar-for-all-inflation-reduction-act-trump/739789/ 
 
 
Mining 
 
Standard Speaker: Eckley Miners’ Village announces new breaker project 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2025/02/11/eckley-miners-village-announces-new-breaker-project/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Bradford Era: Bipartisan groups in Congress introduce bill to protect strategic petroleum reserve 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/bipartisan-groups-in-congress-introduce-bill-to-protect-strategic-
petroleum-reserve/article_8e058bec-e8b5-11ef-a502-cf3affb58dce.html 
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Observer-Reporter: Judge rules Sunoco didn’t have eminent domain powers during pipeline work in 
2013 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2025/feb/11/judge-rules-sunoco-didnt-have-
eminent-domain-powers-during-pipeline-work-in-2013/ 
 
EHN: Shell’s petrochemical plant in Pennsylvania still hasn’t spurred economic development: Report 
https://www.ehn.org/shell-cracker-plant-monaca-pa-2671134407.html 
 
WPXI: Aging gas lines could pose significant public safety risk, if left unchecked 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/aging-gas-lines-could-pose-significant-public-safety-risk-if-left-
unchecked/M4P5AYRWP5ECHNOKLRAPUAB5RY/ 
 
WTAE: Southbound Route 28 back open after diesel truck overturns; spills fuel into nearby creek in 
Allegheny County 
https://www.wtae.com/article/tractor-trailer-overturns-route-28-allegheny-county/63761585 
 
 
Waste 
 
Tube City Almanac: Duquesne Will Look at Trash Collection 
http://almanac.tubecityonline.com/almanac/?e=3687 
 
The Guardian: Trump signs order to bring back plastic straws, claiming paper ones ‘explode’ 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/feb/10/trump-plastic-straws-executive-order 
 
 
Water 
 
Citizens’ Voice: DAMA to hire new executive director after longtime leader Keiper retires 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2025/02/11/dama-to-hire-new-executive-director-after-longtime-
leader-keiper-retires/ 
 
Republican Herald: Shenandoah Sewer Authority: Sewer bill, debt issues to be remedied 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2025/02/11/shenandoah-sewer-authority-sewer-bill-debt-issues-
to-be-remedied/ 
 
Lancaster Online: Elizabethtown Borough takes out loan for Hickory Lane Park project after federal 
funds frozen 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/elizabethtown-borough-takes-out-loan-for-hickory-lane-
park-project-after-federal-funds-frozen/article_4807954a-e941-11ef-8642-7bd2871904f4.html 
 
Lebtown.com: Richland receives federal, state financing for $5.1 million water tank replacement 
https://lebtown.com/2025/02/12/richland-receives-federal-state-financing-for-5-1-million-water-tank-
replacement/ 
 
FOX43: Experts measure road salt pollution in York County's waterways 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/watershed-experts-road-salt-pollution-york-countys-
streams-creeks-york-county/521-c60acfc9-309b-4205-bce1-1d9a9b416444 
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Beaver County Times: PUC hosting hearings for sale of Beaver Falls water treatment plant 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2025/02/12/puc-hosting-hearings-for-sale-of-beaver-
falls-water-treatment-plant-beaver-county/78410783007/ 
 
The Mercury: Work to finally begin on Keim Street Bridge replacement in Pottstown 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2025/02/12/work-to-finally-begin-on-keim-street-bridge-replacement/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
WFMZ: With rock salt in short supply, municipalities and businesses look for alternatives 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/with-rock-salt-in-short-supply-municipalities-and-businesses-
look-for-alternatives/article_fe692f40-e8c1-11ef-996b-f74b87a903af.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: Pittsburgh startup's paper pill bottle to debut at Allegheny Health Network 
hospitals 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/inno/stories/news/2025/02/12/parcel-health-pilot-allegheny-
health-network.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: ‘More questions than answers.’ Centre County commissioners discuss Rockview’s 
potential closure 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/bellefonte/article300121319.html#campaignNam
e=statecollege_morning_newsletter 
 
EPA: EPA Places 171 DEIA and Environmental Justice Employees on Administrative Leave 
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-places-171-deia-and-environmental-justice-employees-
administrative-leave 
 
Trib Live: Appeals court won't halt judge’s order requiring Trump administration to unfreeze all federal 
cash 
https://triblive.com/news/world/appeals-court-wont-halt-judges-order-requiring-trump-administration-
to-unfreeze-all-federal-cash/ 
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