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Top DEP Stories 
 
Corry Journal: Union City French Creek project awarded 3-year state grant 
https://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article_3de9a558-ea45-11ef-b1a7-478b26a15aac.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Fire crews battle massive industrial fire at SPS Technologies in Jenkintown; 
shelter-in-place order in effect 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/live/sps-technologies-fire-updates-jenkintown-
20250218.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection is on site 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/live/sps-technologies-fire-updates-jenkintown-
20250218.html/card-824887727 
 
The Mercury: Hundreds of firefighters battle Montgomery County commercial building blaze 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2025/02/18/hundreds-of-firefighters-battle-abington-township-
commercial-building-blaze/ 
 
Pennlive: Massive warehouse fire in eastern Pa. keeps schools and businesses closed 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/02/massive-warehouse-fire-in-eastern-pa-keeps-schools-and-
businesses-closed.html 
 
ABC27: Massive fire burns at warehouse in Jenkintown; local schools closed 
https://www.abc27.com/news/massive-fire-burns-at-warehouse-in-jenkintown-local-schools-closed/ 
 
WGAL: Witnesses reported explosion before warehouse fire at SPS Technologies in Montgomery 
County, Pa. 
https://www.wgal.com/article/pennsylvania-sps-technologies-warehouse-fire/63828926 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: SEDA-COG gets grant to fix up Snyder County creek 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/seda-cog-gets-grant-to-fix-up-snyder-county-
creek/article_fc34b422-e9a4-11ef-a1f6-7349aa7cba73.html 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Bradford Era: Cyclone well fails integrity tests 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/cyclone-well-fails-integrity-tests/article_4b37e7e6-ed89-11ef-
be53-3bc03f54e51b.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Pa. programs in limbo from federal freeze are all environment or energy projects 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-frozen-funds-dep-trump-20250217.html 

mailto:kedeibert@pa.gov
https://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article_3de9a558-ea45-11ef-b1a7-478b26a15aac.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/live/sps-technologies-fire-updates-jenkintown-20250218.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/live/sps-technologies-fire-updates-jenkintown-20250218.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/live/sps-technologies-fire-updates-jenkintown-20250218.html/card-824887727
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/live/sps-technologies-fire-updates-jenkintown-20250218.html/card-824887727
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2025/02/18/hundreds-of-firefighters-battle-abington-township-commercial-building-blaze/
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2025/02/18/hundreds-of-firefighters-battle-abington-township-commercial-building-blaze/
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/02/massive-warehouse-fire-in-eastern-pa-keeps-schools-and-businesses-closed.html
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2025/02/massive-warehouse-fire-in-eastern-pa-keeps-schools-and-businesses-closed.html
https://www.abc27.com/news/massive-fire-burns-at-warehouse-in-jenkintown-local-schools-closed/
https://www.wgal.com/article/pennsylvania-sps-technologies-warehouse-fire/63828926
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/seda-cog-gets-grant-to-fix-up-snyder-county-creek/article_fc34b422-e9a4-11ef-a1f6-7349aa7cba73.html
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/seda-cog-gets-grant-to-fix-up-snyder-county-creek/article_fc34b422-e9a4-11ef-a1f6-7349aa7cba73.html
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/cyclone-well-fails-integrity-tests/article_4b37e7e6-ed89-11ef-be53-3bc03f54e51b.html
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/cyclone-well-fails-integrity-tests/article_4b37e7e6-ed89-11ef-be53-3bc03f54e51b.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-frozen-funds-dep-trump-20250217.html


 
The Allegheny Front: Gov. Shapiro sues over ‘flagrantly lawless’ halt in federal funds committed to 
Pennsylvania 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-josh-shapiro-lawsuit-federal-funds-climate-environment/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Diesel from Route 28 tanker accident leaves sheen throughout Allegheny and Ohio 
rivers 
https://triblive.com/local/diesel-from-route-28-tanker-accident-leaves-oil-throughout-allegheny-and-
ohio-rivers/ 
 
 
Avian Influenza 
 
WESA: Bird flu cases on the rise in Pa. as the state expands testing, containment efforts 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2025-02-15/bird-flu-cases-testing-containment 
 
Lancaster Online: Federal government won't help fight future disease outbreaks, so Lancaster County 
residents need to keep eye on bird flu 
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/federal-government-wont-help-fight-future-disease-
outbreaks-so-lancaster-county-residents-need-to-keep/article_7c6a6492-eb18-11ef-ac96-
6f496ebd8704.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Farmers Ramp Up Poultry Biosecurity Against Avian Influenza 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/poultry/farmers-ramp-up-poultry-biosecurity-
against-avian-influenza/article_c3e47c1b-1732-5863-b6d4-3acc7af51c24.html 
 
CBS21: 100,000 new cases of bird flu reported in Central PA counties 
https://local21news.com/news/local/100000-new-cases-of-bird-flu-reported-in-central-pa-counties# 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: ‘Safe and secure’: State reaches bird flu-free status among dairy cows 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2025/02/safe-and-secure-state-reaches-bird-flu-free-
status-among-dairy-cows/ 
 
 
Air 
 
Tub City Almanac: $250K in Grants Made from Air Quality Fund 
http://almanac.tubecityonline.com/almanac/?e=3693 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Jonathan Mingle: Denying climate change won’t make it stop 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2025/02/18/mingle-climate-change-trump-risk-
insurance-weather/stories/202502180025 
 
The Allegheny Front: Trump’s attack on environment and climate policy is having immediate impacts 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/trump-cuts-environment-and-climate-programs-impact/ 
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Williamsport Sun-Gazette: A closer look at Shapiro’s carbon tax plan 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2025/02/a-closer-look-at-shapiros-carbon-tax-plan/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Daily Local News: Tatum: Even after deer season, whitetails still making headlines 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2025/02/17/tatum-even-after-deer-season-whitetails-still-making-
headlines/ 
 
The Mon Valley Independent: Bird-watchers flock to eagle cam at U.S. Steel Irvin works 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2025/02/18/bird-watchers-flock-to-eagle-cam-at-u-s-steel-
irvin-works/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Stella the bald eagle powers through nighttime snow to deliver 2nd egg at U.S. 
Steel plant 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2025/02/17/bald-eagle-egg-us-steel-irvin-
plant/stories/202502170052 
 
Union Progress: Bald eagle Stella lays second egg despite deluge of cold rain and snow at U.S. Steel’s 
Irvin Plant nest 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2025/02/17/bald-eagle-stella-lays-second-egg-despite-deluge-of-cold-
rain-and-snow-at-u-s-steels-irvin-works-nest/ 
 
KDKA: Bald eagle pair welcomes second egg at the U.S. Steel Irvin Plant 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/bald-eagle-pair-second-egg-at-us-steel-irvin-plant-
pennsylvania/ 
 
The Allegheny Front: Gov. Shapiro proposes Laurel Caverns as Pennsylvania’s first underground state 
park 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/laurel-caverns-pennsylvania-first-underground-state-park/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Bird-watchers flock to eagle cam at U.S. Steel Irvin works 
https://triblive.com/local/bird-watchers-flock-to-eagle-cam-at-u-s-steel-irvin-works/ 
 
York Daily Record: Hanover nets grant for handicapped-accessible kayak launch at Long Arm Reservoir 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2025/02/17/hanover-pa-reservoir-receives-state-grant-for-
new-kayaking-access/78965248007/ 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Newville plans feasibility study for trail between Laughlin Mill, borough building 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/government-politics/newville-borough-feasibility-study-connector-
trail-laughlin-mill-borough-building/article_26412a3a-ea49-11ef-874b-2bf904239b97.html 
 
ABC27: Lancaster Conservancy to acquire over 50 acres in York County 
https://www.abc27.com/news/lancaster-conservancy-to-acquire-over-50-acres-in-york-county/ 
 
FOX43: Lancaster Conservancy acquires historic Hellam Nature Preserve in York County 
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https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/york-county/lancaster-conservancy-acquires-historic-
hellam-preserve-york-county/521-f478987d-8a0a-47ea-b229-ed3867afe84d 
 
 
Energy 
 
Bradford Era: Wind damage disrupts power 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/wind-damage-disrupts-power/article_d82084d4-ed8d-11ef-a75e-
6f29a1faac9f.html 
 
Marcellus Drilling News: Trump Signs EO Establishing National Energy Dominance Council 
https://marcellusdrilling.com/2025/02/trump-signs-eo-establishing-national-energy-dominance-council/ 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
NPR: In Colorado, brownfields, climate-related projects are feeling the freeze on federal funding 
https://one.npr.org/?sharedMediaId=nx-s1-5297001:nx-s1-5361852-1 
 
 
Mining 
 
Observer-Reporter: Company gets go-ahead for underground limestone mine in Deemston 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2025/feb/18/company-gets-go-ahead-for-
underground-limestone-mine-in-deemston/ 
 
Herald-Standard: Company gets go-ahead for underground limestone mine in Deemston 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/uncategorized/2025/feb/18/company-gets-go-ahead-for-
underground-limestone-mine-in-deemston/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Philly Burbs: More wells in Upper Makefield show contaminants. Is it connected to pipeline leak? 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2025/02/17/more-wells-test-positive-washington-
crossing-after-pipeline-leak-sunoco-bucks-county-upper-makefield/78888717007/ 
 
Philly Burbs: Resident, officials want Sunoco pipeline shut off until probe is done 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2025/02/17/bucks-county-pa-sunoco-pipeline-leak-
shut-down-energy-transfer-investigation-poisoned-wells/78550925007/ 
 
Tribune-Review: John Walliser: Stay the course on methane rules 
https://triblive.com/opinion/john-walliser-stay-the-course-on-methane-rules/ 
 
Marcellus Drilling News: Trump pledges to revive PA-to-NY Constitution Pipeline 
https://marcellusdrilling.com/2025/02/stop-press-trump-pledges-to-revive-pa-to-ny-constitution-
pipeline/ 
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Waste 
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: How an Apple, CMU research partnership led to a new company tackling 
electronic waste 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/inno/stories/news/2025/02/17/eloop-founder-and-former-
apple-researcher-launch.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Lancaster city pilots solar-powered trash cans in Binns Park 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-city-pilots-solar-powered-trash-cans-in-binns-park-
lancaster-watchdog/article_e98175de-eb13-11ef-ba62-278beed2e482.html 
 
 
Water 
 
WTAE: Large portion of road blocked off due to water main break in Bethel Park 
https://www.wtae.com/article/large-water-main-break-reported-in-bethel-park/63826568 
 
WPXI: Water main break leaves behind damage, closes portion of Brownsville Road in South Hills 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/water-main-break-closes-portion-brownsville-road-south-
hills/5J42JL2F6BBQLJCB54HEBF6PIA/ 
 
WPXI: Large water main break shuts down busy road in Bethel Park 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/large-water-main-break-shuts-down-busy-road-bethel-
park/STQTKUHRKVC5HH7VDSDCZFTPXU/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Decreased barge traffic could impact river locks in Harmar, Highland Park 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/decreased-barge-traffic-could-impact-river-locks-in-
harmar-highland-park/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Hollidaysburg borough discusses garage, stormwater 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2025/02/hollidaysburg-borough-discusses-garage-
stormwater/ 
 
Shamokin News Item: Aqua continues project at spillway in Bear Gap 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/aqua-continues-project-at-spillway-in-bear-
gap/article_48c4fd28-ed75-11ef-972e-1f338cfe7f3b.html 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Philly Burbs: High winds knock out power for thousands and close roads in Bucks County 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2025/02/17/bucks-county-weather-high-winds-power-
outages-closed-roads-winter-wind-forecast/78962299007/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Residents in Collier's Rennerdale neighborhood petition for better electric service 
https://triblive.com/local/carlynton/residents-in-colliers-rennerdale-neighborhood-petition-for-better-
electric-service/ 
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https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/aqua-continues-project-at-spillway-in-bear-gap/article_48c4fd28-ed75-11ef-972e-1f338cfe7f3b.html?utm_source=newsitem.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletters%2Flists%2Fheadlines%2F%3F-dc%3D1739872845&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2025/02/17/bucks-county-weather-high-winds-power-outages-closed-roads-winter-wind-forecast/78962299007/
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2025/02/17/bucks-county-weather-high-winds-power-outages-closed-roads-winter-wind-forecast/78962299007/
https://triblive.com/local/carlynton/residents-in-colliers-rennerdale-neighborhood-petition-for-better-electric-service/
https://triblive.com/local/carlynton/residents-in-colliers-rennerdale-neighborhood-petition-for-better-electric-service/


 
WGAL: Residents want to stop 54 houses planned for 19-acre farm in Strasburg Township, Lancaster 
County 
https://www.wgal.com/article/lancaster-county-strasburg-twp-residents-want-to-stop-housing-
development-on-farm/63822281 
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