Some clips may be behind a paywall. If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO — Tom Decker; NCRO — Megan Lehman; NERO — Patti
Monahan; SERO — Robyn Briggs; SCRO — John Repetz; SWRO — Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov

Mentions

Allegheny Front: Study: Air pollution in Pittsburgh region responsible for 3,500 deaths in 2019
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pittsburgh-study-air-pollution-deaths-2019/

PA Environment Digest Blog: Aqua Pennsylvania Boil Water Advisory Remains In Effect For Venango
Water Company Customers In Reno, Venango County Since Feb. 14
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/02/the-derrick-aqua-pennsylvania-boil.html

Sunbury Daily Item: DEP: Merck sending hazardous materials off site for disposal
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/dep-merck-sending-hazardous-materials-off-site-for-
disposal/article 6b879940-d19a-4b60-986e-48d9bf31f80c.html

Sunbury Daily Item: PA DEP accepting public comments regarding Merck closure
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/pa-dep-accepting-public-comments-regarding-merck-
closure/article 8456f20d-b2bd-4cla-b6e3-e16ee39d0f07.html

Air

Allegheny Front: Trump administration rolls back mercury rules for coal-fired power plants
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/trump-mercury-standard-coal-fired-power-plants-rollback/

Conservation and Recreation

TribLive: Bald eagles near U.S. Steel plant welcome 1st egg of season
https://triblive.com/local/regional/bald-eagles-near-u-s-steel-plant-welcome-1st-egg-of-season/

Lancaster Online: Trout stocking a sure sign that spring is coming to Lancaster Count
https://lancasteronline.com/sports/outdoors/trout-stocking-a-sure-sign-that-spring-is-coming-to-
lancaster-county-column/article aacO9fed-a54a-489e-9142-6df81ae83a65.html

Lebtown: Lebanon County Commissioners act on rail trail, park funding requests
https://lebtown.com/2026/02/23/lebanon-county-commissioners-act-on-rail-trail-park-funding-

requests/

Lehighvalleylive: After pilot year, Pennsylvania looks to expand tech-driven hunter-access program
statewide
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/outdoors/2026/02/after-pilot-year-pennsylvania-looks-to-expand-
tech-driven-hunter-access-program-statewide.html
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Data Centers

The Mon Valley Independent: Let’s see the receipts on data centers
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/02/23/lets-see-the-receipts-on-data-centers/

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Editorial: Pa. doesn’t need to bend over backward for data center developers
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2026/02/22/data-centers-ai-shapiro-grid-hyperscale-
tax-credit/stories/202602220052

Pittsburgh Business Times: Editorial: Pittsburgh region should make way for more data centers
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/02/20/editorial-region-must-make-way-data-
centers.html

TribLive: Murrysville takes first steps toward regulating data center, solar array development
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/murrysville-takes-first-steps-toward-regulating-data-center-
solar-array-development/

TribLive: Gilpin begins ‘preventative measures’ in regard to data centers
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/gilpin-begins-preventative-measures-in-regard-to-data-

centers/

Indiana Gazette: As electricity costs rise, everyone wants data centers to pick up their tab. But how?
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/as-electricity-costs-rise-everyone-wants-data-centers-to-pick-
up-their-tab-but-how/article efb4e72f-ea67-57ff-8e35-3e736731fe8e.html

The Philadelphia Inquirer: Big Tech is taking on more debt than ever to fund its Al aspirations
https://www.inquirer.com/business/big-tech-ai-debt-bonds-economy-risk-data-centers-oracle-meta-
amazon-alphabet-20260221.html

Sunbury Daily Item: Editorial: Process has worked as intended in Montour County
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/editorial-process-has-worked-as-intended-in-montour-
county/article bd9d5743-f1a3-4967-bbf3-cc11d3643a08.html

Sunbury Daily Item: Data center tax break created to boost economy, add jobs in PA; could cost state
billions in revenue
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/data-center-tax-break-created-to-boost-economy-add-jobs-in-pa-
could-cost-state/article 5d6453a7-01dd-4843-81c2-5b7a70e61b05.html

Times Leader: Gov. Shapiro’s GRID program addresses mounting concerns about data centers
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1733422/gov-shapiros-grid-program-addresses-mounting-
concerns-about-data-centers

Standard Speaker: Rep. Walsh plans data center meeting in Sugarloaf Feb. 24
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/02/23/rep-walsh-plans-data-center-meeting-in-sugarloaf-feb-

24/
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Drought

Sunbury Daily Item: Northumberland, Union counties in drought warning
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/northumberland-union-counties-in-drought-
warning/article 5ee57508-f69f-4d2d-bc93-dd340bce4171.html

Energy

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: PennDOT begins $100 million plan to add EV charging stations in
neighborhoods statewide
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2026/02/22/electric-vehicles-charging-stations-
grant-funding-100-million-pennsylvania/stories/202602200066

FOX43: York County hydropower project faces ongoing legal fight and local pushback
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/york-county/york-county-hydropower-project-faces-
ongoing-legal-fight-pushback/521-3558af26-803c-4244-b449-f1fd89e1b201

Sunbury Daily Item: Buildout of EV stations in PA supported by $100M in federal funds: PENNDOT
https://www.dailyitem.com/cnhi_network/buildout-of-ev-stations-in-pa-supported-by-100m-in-federal-
funds-penndot/article 429d634f-9e64-5e11-a0d4-4c1e6119411b.html

Mining

Patch.com: Blasting Operations Scheduled At Warrington Township Quarry
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/doylestown/blasting-operations-scheduled-warrington-township-
quarry

Waste

ABC27: Penn Waste announces closure due to inclement weather
https://www.abc27.com/news/penn-waste-announces-closure-due-to-inclement-weather-2/

Water

Latrobe Bulletin: DBMA discusses sewage meter reading rates, FEMA dam funding
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/dbma-discusses-sewage-meter-reading-rates-fema-dam-
funding/article 19d4763e-a711-47¢c7-925d-938323c29a0d.html

The Mon Valley Independent: MAWT water system improvements set to begin Monday
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/02/21/water-system-improvements-set-to-begin-

monday/

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Beyond the betrayal: Decades after displacement, Seneca Nation seeks a voice
in the future of the Kinzua Dam
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https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2026/02/22/seneca-nation-kinzua-dam-army-
corps/stories/202602180083

Lancaster Online: Providence Twp. mobile home park loses water service during deep freeze
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/providence-twp-mobile-home-park-loses-water-service-during-
deep-freeze-lancaster-watchdog/article d465e3df-686f-4dc2-9f51-d3a9eac15274.html

Altoona Mirror: Environmental agencies look at Westerly lagoon for cleanup
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/02/environmental-agencies-look-at-westerly-
lagoon-for-cleanup/

Pennlive: Pennsylvania American Water issues mandatory conservation order for 42,000 customers
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/02/pennsylvania-american-water-issues-mandatory-
conservation-order-for-42000-customers.html

ABC27: Mandatory water conservation order lifted for 42,000 Midstate water customers after oil leaks
into creek
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/mandatory-water-conservation-order-issued-for-42000-midstate-
water-customers/

CBS21: Officials warn ICE detention centers in Pa. could overwhelm sewer, other critical services
https://local21news.com/news/local/mandatory-water-conservation-order-impacts-42000-customers-
in-cumberland-county-pa-american-water-utilities-west-shore-water-treatment-plant-camp-hill-lower-
allen-silver-spring-essential-use-pa-pennsylvania

FOX43: Mandatory water conservation order lifted for Mechanicsburg area
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/cumberland-county/mandatory-water-conservation-order-
issued-for-mechanicsburg-area-paaw/521-3ea514aa-9¢16-4269-9424-4e1be3876d86

WGAL: Utility issues mandatory water conservation order for more than 40,000 customers
https://www.wgal.com/article/pennsylvania-american-water-mandatory-water-conservation-
order/70449053

WGAL: Flood warning issued for ice jam at Dauphin County creek
https://www.wgal.com/article/flood-warning-ice-jam-swatara-creek-pa/70460818

Sunbury Daily Item: No water at former Snyder County prison since December
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/no-water-at-former-snyder-county-prison-since-
december/article ec59e2d0-22b9-4131-8f41-62e180bbf52b.html

Sunbury Daily Item: Sunbury Municipal Authority water rates could increase again
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/sunbury-municipal-authority-water-rates-could-increase-
again/article 20a72a55-4608-473b-926¢c-f72e6de4b3d3.html
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Trump order to promote widely used weedkiller sparks fury in MAHA
movement
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2026/02/23/trump-glyphosate-herbicide-executive-
order/stories/202602230034

Carlisle Sentinel: ICE memo reveals timeline, scale of warehouse plans that include Berks, Schuylkill
counties
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/article 52ef7925-ca84-4267-9b88-b92d843f8780.html

ABC27: Officials warn ICE detention centers in Pa. could overwhelm sewer, other critical services
https://www.abc27.com/spotlight-pa/officials-warn-ice-detention-centers-in-pa-could-overwhelm-
sewer-other-critical-services/

The Philadelphia Inquirer: The hidden ICE blueprint that should horrify every American
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/ice-detention-centers-georgia-dhs-noem-trump-20260222.html|
Lehighvalleynews: Winter storm brings inches, not feet, to Lehigh Valley
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/environment-science/winter-storm-brings-inches-not-feet-to-

lehigh-valley

WNEP: Late-season snowfall was not on the agenda for workers in Hawley
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/pike-county/late-season-snowfall-was-not-agenda-workers-
hawley-pike-county/523-271fefda-0011-4100-adec-4082dae74c2d

Republican Herald: New hotel in Pottsville to be expanded, renamed The Miners 1928 Hotel
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/02/20/new-hotel-in-pottsville-to-be-expanded-renamed-the-
miners-1928-hotel/
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