Some clips may be behind a paywall. If you need access to these clips, email me at djagiela@pa.gov.

Top DEP Stories

Pennlive: Air quality alert puts a cloud on Friday’s forecast for central Pa.
https://www.pennlive.com/weather/2020/01/air-quality-alert-puts-a-cloud-on-fridays-forecast-for-
central-pa.html

Pittsburgh Patch: Pittsburgh Area Had Nation's Worst Air Quality Thursday
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/pittsburgh/pittsburgh-currently-has-nations-worst-air-quality

Lancaster Newspapers: Air quality alert issued for Friday in Lancaster County; here's what it means
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/air-quality-alert-issued-for-friday-in-lancaster-county-
here/article d7a820c0-3e47-11ea-b619-db997271ble7.html

York Dispatch: Air Quality Alert issued for York County
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2020/01/24/air-quality-alert-issued-york-
county/4562243002/

Reading Eagle: DEP warns of air pollutants on Friday
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/dep-warns-of-air-pollutants-on-friday/article 7e5890a8-3e34-
1lea-a615-ch5a3ee6037f.html

Carlisle Sentinel: DEP issues Code Orange Air Quality Action Day for Friday
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/communities/carlisle/dep-issues-code-orange-air-quality-action-
day-for-friday/article f8c7202f-f716-512d-acle-d69558e6acOf.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-1

FOX43: State DEP forecasts Code Orange air quality day for Friday, indicating rise of fine particulate
matter in the air across Central PA
https://fox43.com/2020/01/23/state-dep-forecasts-code-orange-air-quality-day-for-friday-indicating-
rise-of-fine-particulate-matter-in-the-air-across-central-pa/

Citizens’ Voice: Lawmakers tout bill to clean up mine-scarred land
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/lawmakers-tout-bill-to-clean-up-mine-scarred-land-1.2586853

Times Leader: Legislators seek funding to reclaim abandoned mine lands
https://www.timesleader.com/news/770446/legislators-seek-funding-to-reclaim-abandoned-mine-
lands

Times News: DEP issues Code Orange air quality alert for LV
https://www.thonline.com/dep-issues-code-orange-air-quality-alert-lv

Mentions

Ridgway Record: Is there Pipeline woes: DEP needs to be vigilant in monitoring company (pg 4)
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/sites/default/files/RR-01-24-20corrected 0.pdf

WICU-TV: Lake Erie Nearly Ice Free



https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/41605068/lake-erie-nearly-ice-free

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: DEP grant to city represents good news for residents (Editorial)
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/01/dep-grant-to-city-represents-good-news-for-

residents/

Sunbury Daily Item: Borough to submit park plan to PennDOT
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local news/borough-to-submit-park-plan-to-
penndot/article a13619ce-c8e0-5578-8b32-1288a4bceae8.html

DuBois Courier-Express: DEP: No further investigation necessary by Sandy Twp. into Wayne Road
sewage concerns
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/dep-no-further-investigation-necessary-by-sandy-twp-into-
wayne/article 3642f2aa-7e6b-520e-8d27-a2524004334d.html

WIJAC: Months long boil water advisory lifted for Stump Creek residents
https://wjactv.com/news/local/monthslong-boil-water-advisory-lifted-for-stump-creek-residents

Herald-Standard: Longtime Uniontown lumber company closes supply yard after flood losses, still in
business

https://www.heraldstandard.com/new today/longtime-uniontown-lumber-company-closes-supply-
yard-after-flood-losses/article 960eb79e-3e0d-11ea-b580-5f1d4d0dfl14e.html

Air

KDKA: Clairton-Liberty Area Sees Recent String Of Code Orange Air Quality Action Days
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/01/23/liberty-clairton-code-orange-days/

Pittsburgh City Paper: With the first temperature inversion of the year, the ACHD has yet to implement
its proposed regulations
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/with-the-first-temperature-inversion-of-the-year-the-achd-
has-yet-to-implement-its-proposed-regulations/Content?0id=16615010

Climate Change

Post-Gazette: Pa. needs to be a part of climate initiative
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/01/24/Pa-needs-to-be-a-part-of-climate-
initiative/stories/202001230117

AP: Doomsday Clock moves closest to midnight in 73-year history
https://apnews.com/cabb6682d44b3af1865ed2abel89aalc

Pittsburgh Business Times: Climate change could cause the next financial meltdown
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/01/23/climate-change-could-cause-the-next-
financial.html

Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Why is climate a crisis?
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-why-is-climate-a-crisis/




Conservation & Recreation

Chester County Daily Local: East Bradford gets $10,000 historical preservation grant
https://www.dailylocal.com/news/local/east-bradford-gets-historical-preservation-
grant/article 52f8767c-3e97-11ea-aal6-df9582c87ff2.html

Pennlive: Pennsylvania park is campground of the year
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2020/01/pennsylvania-park-is-campground-of-the-year.html

WTAIJ: Production crew coming to Brookville, Clarion River this spring
https://www.wearecentralpa.com/news/local-news/production-crew-coming-to-brookville-clarion-
river-this-spring/

New Castle News: Neshannock supervisors address park projects
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local news/neshannock-supervisors-address-park-
projects/article a15fa297-2793-5b06-8466-9d48e636182c.html

explorelefferson: Council Discusses Concerns for Footbridges, Future of Walter Dick Park
https://www.explorejeffersonpa.com/feature-concern-for-footbridges/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: South Williamsport woman, officer save injured merlin
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2020/01/south-williamsport-woman-officer-save-injured-

merlin/

Milton Standard-Journal: Game Commission launches bald eagle livestream
http://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article 364e7e26-9624-5fb0-a6f7-1146913fc758.html

Sayre Morning-Times: Tree signs posted at Carantouan Greenway
http://www.morning-times.com/news/image eb1e957d-87a7-5647-b627-2129903756ec.html

Clearfield Progress-News: Plans for Clearfield County Youth Field Day, bluebird box activities underway
http://www.theprogressnews.com/news/plans-for-clearfield-county-youth-field-day-bluebird-box-
activities/article 3ba7e4b4-3ecc-5af7-8ae9-816ab6903d50.html

Tribune-Democrat: 'Our foot's on the gas': Cambria commissioners salute Ghost Town Trail developers
https://www.tribdem.com/news/our-foot-s-on-the-gas-commissioners-salute-ghost-
town/article faf40e26-3e61-11ea-bd71-7f7393b47523.html

WIJAC: Local nonprofit aims to get more kids outdoors
https://wjactv.com/news/local/local-nonprofit-aims-to-get-more-kids-outdoors

Tribune-Review: Hempfield to roll out memorial benches, trees
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/hempfield-to-roll-out-memorial-benches-trees/

Post-Gazette: Raptor rides take birders to avian predators’ winter homes
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2020/01/24/Raptors-hawks-birding-Pittsburgh-bald-eagle-
red-tailed-hawk-kestrel/stories/202001210118




Energy

Central Penn Business Journal: Harlan Electric to work on high-voltage line project
https://www.cpbj.com/harlan-electric-work-high-voltage-line-project/

Republican Herald: Hegins Twp. mulls curative amendment targeting wind energy
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/hegins-twp-mulls-curative-amendment-targeting-wind-
energy-1.2586935

Towanda Daily Review: Vice president's rep to visit Bradford County
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/vice-president-s-rep-to-visit-bradford-
county/article 50883d56-96e9-5f47-acca-3df5f473795e.html

Tribune-Democrat: Officials to hold utility-scale solar farms workshop
https://www.tribdem.com/news/officials-to-hold-utility-scale-solar-farms-workshop/article défelee0-
3e60-11ea-92c5-83fed52f82ac.html

Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields

Times Observer: Blight committee contemplates a wide variety of diverse properties
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2020/01/blight-committee-contemplates-a-wide-
variety-of-diverse-properties/

Post-Gazette: Gaining steam -- old locomotive roundhouse could be next Hazelwood Green
redevelopment
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/development/2020/01/24/Hazelwood-Green-LTV-Coke-
Works-Locomotive-roundhouse/stories/202001230166

Oil and Gas

NBC10 Philadelphia: Companies Can Drain Qil, Gas Under People’s Properties, Pa. Supreme Court Rules
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/companies-can-drain-oil-gas-under-peoples-properties-
pa-supreme-court-rules/2278832/

Grist: Sold: Bankrupt Philadelphia oil refinery goes to a real estate company
https://grist.org/justice/sold-bankrupt-philadelphia-oil-refinery-goes-to-a-real-estate-company/

Chester County Daily Local: Judge denies Chesco's request for injunction to halt pipeline work
https://www.dailylocal.com/news/judge-denies-chesco-s-request-for-injunction-to-halt-
pipeline/article ee2c11f8-3e0b-11ea-95ce-8b76105bd92f.html

WITF: Pennsylvania high court upholds old precedent in fracking
https://www.witf.org/2020/01/23/pennsylvania-high-court-upholds-old-precedent-in-fracking/

Ridgway Record: Pennsylvania high court upholds old precedent in fracking
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/sites/default/files/RR-01-24-20corrected 0.pdf




Titusville Herald: Pa. high court upholds old precedent in fracking (pg 3)
https://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/page c2cc6034-e086-5763-8ffe-34481ab38921.html

Sayre Morning-Times: Cuomo looks to slap permanent ban on fracking in 2021 budget
http://www.morning-times.com/news/article 63e903bb-4ed8-51a6-8fd3-a3fb1bc935d6.html

Post-Gazette: Pa. Supreme Court preserves 'rule of capture' for fracking.
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/01/23/Pennsylvania-Supreme-Court-
preserves-rule-of-capture-fracking-Marcellus-Shale-Southwestern-Energy/stories/202001220155

WESA: Pennsylvania High Court Upholds Old Precedent In Fracking
https://www.wesa.fm/post/pennsylvania-high-court-upholds-old-precedent-fracking

Beaver Countian: Newly Elected Economy Borough Councilman Barred From Key Meeting Over
Controversy
https://beavercountian.com/content/local-governments/newly-elected-economy-borough-councilman-
barred-from-key-meeting-over-resignation-controversy

AP: Pennsylvania high court upholds old precedent in fracking
https://apnews.com/af58efba93f94058b15ddc290c83fadf

Pittsburgh Business Times: Former EQT CEO looking to help Houston energy tech company grow
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/01/23/former-eqt-ceo-looking-to-help-houston-
energy-tech.html

PFAS

State Impact: PFAS chemicals detected in water supplies nationwide
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/01/23/pfas-chemicals-detected-in-water-supplies-

nationwide/

The Guardian: US drinking water contamination with ‘forever chemicals’ far worse than scientists
thought
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jan/22/us-drinking-water-contamination-forever-

chemicals-pfas

Vector Management

Lancaster Newspapers: Spotted lanternflies confirmed in a new state as PA gears up for another season
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/spotted-lanternflies-confirmed-in-a-new-state-as-pa-
gears/article 94657de6-3el1d-11ea-8480-0786bd461322.html

Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Roses and Thorns: Spotted Lanternfly wreaking havoc on state (Opinion)
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/012420/page/8/story/roses-and-thorns

Waste

New Castle News: Consultant gives presentation on garbage collection



https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local news/consultant-gives-presentation-on-garbage-
collection/article b4d4ed42-3e67-11ea-8dd1-571f2e99c108.html

Water

Reading Eagle: Maxatawny Municipal Authority approves $500 water-bill reduction for resident
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/local/maxatawny-municipal-authority-approves-water-bill-
reduction-for-resident/article 18f673f6-3e2f-11ea-8cc7-635a440e4086.html

Altoona Mirror: Sewer plants to get new blowers
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2020/01/sewer-plants-to-get-new-blowers/

Altoona Mirror: AWA to install new equipment at plants
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2020/01/awa-to-install-new-equipment-at-plants/

WITF: Trump administration cuts back federal protections for streams and wetlands
https://www.witf.org/2020/01/23/trump-administration-cuts-back-federal-protections-for-streams-

and-wetlands/

WTAIJ: Trump rollback could leave waterways vulnerable to pollution
https://www.wearecentralpa.com/weather/weather-headlines/trump-rollback-could-leave-waterways-
vulnerable-to-pollution/

Bradford Era: Thompson lauds waters protection rule
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/thompson-lauds-waters-protection-rule/article 8417f356-
fOde-5494-934a-dc73486d4daf.html

Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Keep Fishing Creek accessible to all (LTE)
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/012420/page/8/story/keep-fishing-creek-accessible-to-all

Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Roses and Thorns: Dispute over access to Fishing Creek spotlights little-
known state board (Opinion)
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/012420/page/8/story/roses-and-thorns

Statelmpact: Trump administration rescinds protections for streams and wetlands
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/01/23/trump-administration-rescinds-protections-for-
streams-and-wetlands/

Post-Gazette: Federal officials redefine what's covered under Clean Water Act
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2020/01/23/EPA-Army-Corps-of-Engineers-Clean-
Water-Act-waters-of-the-United-States-trump-administration/stories/202001230140

KDKA: New Navigable Waters Protection Rule Aims To Identify Federally Regulated Waterways
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/01/23/navigable-waters-protection-rule/

WESA: Trump Administration Rescinds Protections For Streams And Wetlands
https://www.wesa.fm/post/trump-administration-rescinds-protections-streams-and-wetlands




Latrobe Bulletin: LTMA to weigh options for Act 537 plan
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/ltma-to-weigh-options-for-act-
plan/article b9e5ball-18aa-5bda-848f-e51e3243d4el.html

Pittsburgh Current: Schweiger: Defined by Three Rivers, Pittsburgh must Continue to Fight for Clean
Water
https://www.pittsburghcurrent.com/schweiger-defined-by-three-rivers-pittsburgh-must-continue-to-
fight-for-clean-water/

AP: Trump rollback could leave waterways vulnerable to pollution
https://apnews.com/2386f9f4af34d81ae32629dead464af3

Miscellaneous

Lebanon Daily News: Specter of warehouses causes uproar over proposed zoning changes in Bethel
Township
https://www.ldnews.com/story/news/2020/01/21/bethel-twp-residents-fed-up-warehouses-oppose-
zoning-changes/4524302002/

Sunbury Daily Item: Bucknell receives STARS Gold rating for sustainability achievements
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/bucknell-receives-stars-gold-rating-for-sustainability-
achievements/article 11f2ecc8-3e08-11ea-8c17-cf2472aa0d00.html

Next Pittsburgh: Planning begins for Pittsburgh’s first ecovillage, at Chatham’s Eden Hall campus
https://www.nextpittsburgh.com/city-design/planning-begins-for-pittsburghs-first-ecovillage-at-
chathams-eden-hall-campus/

Science Magazine: To replace controversial plastic additive BPA, a chemical company teams up with
unlikely allies
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/01/replace-controversial-plastic-additive-bpa-chemical-
company-teams-unlikely-allies




