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Top DEP Stories 
   
Sharon Herald: Report: High levels of cancer-causing radon present in many Pa. homes 
https://www.sharonherald.com/cnhi_network/report-high-levels-of-cancer-causing-radon-present-in-
many-pa-homes/article_c467565d-066c-5643-9161-28d2d870f7d7.html 
 
MyChesCo: Pennsylvania Homes Under Threat: High Levels of Radon Gas Detected in 40% of Residence 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-homes-under-threat-high-levels-of-
radon-gas-detected-in-40-of-residences/ 
 
KDKA: 40% of Pennsylvania homes may be exposing people to cancer-causing gas, American Lung 
Association says 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/40-percent-of-pennsylvania-homes-exposing-radon/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Report: High levels of cancer-causing radon present in many PA homes 
https://www.dailyitem.com/cnhi_network/report-high-levels-of-cancer-causing-radon-present-in-many-
pa-homes/article_fd7c4ca3-0fdd-5132-ba46-5e12fab3e04f.html  
 
Fox56: January marks national radon action month; Pennsylvania DEP encourages home testing 
https://fox56.com/news/local/january-marks-national-radon-action-month-pennsylvania-dep-
encourages-home-testing  
 
Towanda Daily Review: PA DEP highlights national radon action month; provides free test kits 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/pa-dep-highlights-national-radon-action-month-provides-free-
test-kits/article_d55c8f96-7054-5b86-96d4-5a02611f2fca.html  
 
 
Mentions   
 
WESA: Pa. lawmakers debate proposal to raise state’s renewable energy goal 
https://www.wesa.fm/politics-government/2024-01-02/pennsylvania-lawmakers-renewable-energy-
goal 
 
WESA: Pennsylvania hits solar energy milestone; advocates say there’s much more to do 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-01-03/pennsylvania-solar-energy-milestone 
 
The Conservation Lantern: Mine land reforestation (DEP column) 
https://indd.adobe.com/view/4c63d2c9-f821-4953-9ce4-bd970b6d142d   
 
NorthcentralPA.com: DEP: Shale gas operator found responsible for water supply contamination 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/dep-shale-gas-operator-found-responsible-for-water-supply-
contamination/article_1c398544-a979-11ee-868a-a75435ee3306.html  
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Climate Change 
 
WHYY: How Philly’s 4 new City Council members plan to address trash, transit, and trees 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-city-council-orourke-ahmad-landau-young-climate-change/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Post-Gazette: North Country Trail running through Butler County snags National Park Service recognition 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2024/01/03/north-country-trail-mcconnells-mill-national-
park-service/stories/202312290083  
 
Altoona Mirror: Area farms join state’s preservation rolls 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2024/01/area-farms-join-states-preservation-rolls/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Friends group hosts hike at Trough Creek 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/friends-group-hosts-hike-at-trough-
creek/article_2570f3db-1ea0-5aed-99e9-50ae6d4dcd87.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Warriors Mark farm among those preserved 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/warriors-mark-farm-among-those-
preserved/article_3586c937-2131-5583-af5b-7a0d19b107c6.html 
 
 
Energy 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: More fast, public EV charging is on the way — but Pa. is ‘playing catch-up’ 
https://www.inquirer.com/cars/electric-vehicle-charging-map-pennsylvania-20240102.html 
 
WHYY: ‘Hefty savings’: Philadelphia plans energy efficiency upgrades for city buildings 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-plans-energy-efficiency-upgrades-for-city-buildings/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Peoples Natural Gas asks regulators for rate increases for all customers  
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/01/02/peoples-gas-rate-increases-
puc/stories/202401020135 
 
Altoona Mirror: Peoples Natural Gas files PUC request for base rate increase 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2024/01/peoples-natural-gas-files-puc-request-for-
base-rate-increase/ 
 
Bedford Gazette: Energy policy a hot topic in PA 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/local/energy-policy-a-hot-topic-in-pa/article_ce38092e-6524-
5378-a9eb-64f457512efa.html 
 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
WTAE: Evacuation after gas leak reported at Springdale senior-living high-rise 
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https://www.wtae.com/article/springdale-manor-gas-leak-investigation-evacuation/46270430 
 
Tribune-Review: Springdale Manor residents return to their apartments after gas leak led to evacuation, 
no injuries reported 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-manor-high-rise-evacuated-after-natural-
gas-leak-no-injuries-reported/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Diversified Energy sells some assets in Appalachia 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/01/02/diversified-energy-sells-some-assets-in-
appalachia.html  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Equitrans Midstream scales back plans for Mountain Valley Pipeline 
extension  
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/01/02/mountain-valley-pipeline-southgate-
extension.html 
 
  
Radiation Protection  
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection offers free radon test kits 
https://cumberlink.com/news/state-regional/government-politics/pennsylvania-department-of-
environmental-protection-offers-free-radon-test-kits/article_e3babab2-a9c3-11ee-a21d-
8f894daf2d1a.html#tracking-source=home-top-story 
 
WFMZ: 'Easy, lifesaving New Year's resolution:' Lung association urges Pennsylvanians to get free radon 
test kits 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/easy-lifesaving-new-years-resolution-lung-association-
urges-pennsylvanians-to-get-free-radon-test-kits/article_f70366d6-a915-11ee-8e47-f3141a7928bd.html 
 
 
Waste 
 
CBS News Philadelphia: Here's where to recycle your Christmas tree in Philadelphia 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/christmas-tree-recycling-philadelphia/ 
 
Grid: Philly’s plastic bag ban has not been perfect, but it has significantly changed business and 
consumer behavior 
https://gridphilly.com/blog-home/2024/01/01/phillys-plastic-bag-ban-has-not-been-perfect-but-it-has-
significantly-changed-business-and-consumer-behavior/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Plastic bag bans are coming to the Philly suburbs. Here’s what you need to know. 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/plastic-bag-ban-lower-upper-merion-montgomery-county-
20240102.html 
 
FOX43: 'Remember to bring your own bags:' Lancaster Township residents and businesses react to 
plastic bag ban 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/lancaster-county/lancaster-township-plastic-bag-ban-
begins-residents-businesses-react/521-2d9ff466-7a61-427a-904c-1bcdd87782b4 
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Westfield Free Press-Courier: Osceola supervisors discuss burning concerns 
https://www.tiogapublishing.com/free_press_courier/news/local/osceola-supervisors-discuss-burning-
concerns/article_eadffb7c-a0e0-11ee-b447-efde5c17c107.html   
 
 
Water 
 
Clarion News: Washington Twp. sewage project encounters another hurdle 
https://www.theclarionnews.com/news/frontpage/article_1cd6fec0-86bb-5217-a8f5-
3ad23ee9912c.html 
 
Pennlive: Cyberattack on Pa. water system prompts U.S. officials to warn other states 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/01/cyberattack-on-pa-water-system-prompts-us-officials-to-
warn.html 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: States and Congress wrestle with cybersecurity at water utilities amid renewed federal 
warnings 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/government-politics/states-and-congress-wrestle-with-
cybersecurity-at-water-utilities-amid-renewed-federal-warnings/article_9b989788-a96c-11ee-9484-
178bd5114594.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: From Puddles to Ponds: Finding the Powerful Beauty of Water 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/country-life/family/from-puddles-to-ponds-finding-the-powerful-
beauty-of-water/article_87e115a7-bb4e-5432-951c-8d4f55c8effc.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Council hears plans for engineering study 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/council-hears-plans-for-engineering-
study/article_f7f4284c-e162-5064-9e5c-b5eb20bdff25.html 
 
Westfield Free Press-Courier: Elkland declares state of emergency when sewer pump fails 
https://www.tiogapublishing.com/free_press_courier/news/local/elkland-declares-state-of-emergency-
when-sewer-pump-fails/article_1f20bb42-a38e-11ee-9d80-63f75097bbd1.html  
 
Wellsboro Gazette: Mansfield Council reports progress on municipal sewage agreement with townships 
https://www.tiogapublishing.com/the_wellsboro_mansfield_gazette/news/local/mansfield-council-
reports-progress-on-municipal-sewage-agreement-with-townships/article_1d0c7fd0-9ac9-11ee-8db6-
5f19940f0bdc.html  
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Meadville Tribune: Junk yard fire calls out 10 area volunteer fire departments 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/junk-yard-fire-calls-out-10-area-volunteer-fire-
departments/article_44eb741e-a9c1-11ee-aca9-e71c414d9518.html 
 
Planet Philadelphia Radio Show: Sharing climate facts, hopes, and visions for the new year 
https://www.planetphiladelphia.com/home/new-planet-philadelphia-4-5-january-5th 
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NorthcentralPA.com: Major winter storm brewing with snow, ice and rain to blast Northeast 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/major-winter-storm-brewing-with-snow-ice-and-rain-to-blast-
northeast/article_4971dc7c-a989-11ee-ba49-5f8e39bdeb81.html 
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