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Top DEP Stories 
 
Tribune-Democrat: DEP to outline plans to remove waste telephone poles, railroad ties from Elk Lick 
Township sites 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/dep-to-outline-plans-to-remove-waste-telephone-poles-railroad-ties-
from-elk-lick-township/article_07a29220-ce07-11ef-b119-6bf564270c75.html 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Tribune-Review: About $500K of work to fill Unity sinkhole nearly complete 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/about-500k-of-work-to-fill-unity-sinkhole-nearly-complete/ 
 
Daily American: Windber man fatally injured Friday at a Corsa Coal mine 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2025/01/12/windber-man-fatally-injured-friday-at-a-
corsa-coal-mine/77652817007/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: State, federal officials probing mine accident that killed Windber man 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/state-federal-officials-probing-mine-accident-that-killed-windber-
man/article_2842d23a-d102-11ef-9e6a-6759bd9d4ba2.html 
 
The Mercury: Pa. Supreme Court denies New Hanover quarry’s final appeal 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2025/01/10/court-denies-new-hanover-quarrys-final-appeal/ 
 
 
Westmoreland County Sinkhole 
 
Associated Press: Efforts continue to stabilize area where Pennsylvania woman fell to her death in 
sinkhole 
https://apnews.com/article/pennsylvania-sinkhole-elizabeth-pollard-
808a036aba0f32a6bc80902b9f030e74 
 
 
Air 
 
WESA: How could blocking Nippon Steel’s bid to buy U.S. Steel impact the region’s air quality? 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2025-01-13/us-steel-nippon-deal-blocked-air-quality 
 
Pennlive: Methane emission reduction is becoming a booming industry in Pennsylvania 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2025/01/methane-emission-reduction-is-becoming-a-booming-
industry-in-pennsylvania-opinion.html 
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Climate Change 
 
WESA: Climate change attorneys say a Pa. statute could be used to prosecute fossil fuel companies 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2025-01-11/climate-change-pennsylvania-criminal-statute-
prosecution 
 
WHYY: Climate change attorneys say a Pa. statute could be used to prosecute fossil fuel companies 
https://whyy.org/articles/climate-change-pennsylvania-criminal-statute/ 
 
Philly Voice: Climate change threatens the mental well-being of youths. Here's how to help them cope 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/mental-health-youth-climate-change/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Coyotes, more common in Pittsburgh than you might realize, saw dramatic 
population bumps nationwide 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2025/01/13/coyote-population-pittsburgh-
pa/stories/202501090078 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: N.J., Pa., N.Y. join forces to protect dwindling brook trout 
https://www.inquirer.com/science/eastern-brook-trout-preservation-pennsylvania-nj-ny-
20250109.html 
 
MyChesCo: Unlock the Magic – An Unforgettable VIP Journey Awaits You at the Philadelphia Zoo! 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/entertainment/family/unlock-the-magic-an-unforgettable-vip-journey-
awaits-you-at-the-philadelphia-zoo/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Pull your kids out of school for the Pennsylvania Farm Show next year 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/pa-farm-show-kids-20250110.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Plan by Aronimink to cut down trees for PGA Tour draws some opposition 
https://www.inquirer.com/real-estate/commercial/aronimink-tree-removal-2026-pga-championship-
golf-20250113.html 
 
Philly Voice: A $13.7 million grant will be used to connect Schuylkill River Trail from Manayunk to 
Passyunk Avenue. Closing the gaps will create 'safe, accessible pathways' for pedestrians and cyclists, a 
project supporter says. 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/schuylkill-river-trail-funding-manayunk-passyunk/ 
 
Delaware Currents: Delaware divers brave the cold for a cause 
https://delawarecurrents.org/2025/01/12/delaware-divers-brave-the-cold-for-a-cause/ 
 
Sharon Herald: Fifth annual Eagle Fest brings out hundreds 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/fifth-annual-eagle-fest-brings-out-hundreds/article_b8c2c7b8-
d114-11ef-84a0-2ba917c468ab.html 
 
Meadville Tribune: Crawford County forester honored for conservation efforts 
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https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/crawford-county-forester-honored-for-conservation-
efforts/article_f207ff84-cd31-11ef-8b1e-ffb48eadfef2.html 
 
 
Energy 
 
Spotlight PA: Shapiro says this 'broken process' could lead to higher electricity costs. Here's what to 
know. 
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2025/01/pennsylvania-governor-josh-shapiro-energy-prices-electric-
grid/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Unity proposes guidelines for ATV trails, limiting solar farms to conservation zone 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/unity-proposes-guidelines-for-atv-trails-limiting-solar-farms-
to-conservation-zone/ 
 
Levittown Now: Gov. Shapiro Says ‘Broken Process’ Could Lead To Higher Electricity Costs 
https://levittownnow.com/2025/01/10/gov-shapiro-says-broken-process-could-lead-to-higher-
electricity-costs/ 
 
Sharon Herald: Gov. Shapiro wants federal regulators to force the state’s power grid to lower prices 
before a projected cost spike this summer. 
https://www.sharonherald.com/ap/gov-shapiro-wants-federal-regulators-to-force-the-state-s-power-
grid-to-lower-prices/article_b0580a21-4682-5181-ab29-b1260c1fc8fe.html 
 
exploreVenango: Shapiro Says This ‘Broken Process’ Could Lead to Higher Electricity Costs. Here’s What 
to Know. 
https://www.explorevenango.com/state-news/2025/01/11/shapiro-says-this-broken-process-could-
lead-to-higher-electricity-costs-heres-what-to-know-601689/ 
 
CBS21: 'Bye bye butter': PA Farm Show sculpture dismantled, will be recycled for renewable energy 
https://local21news.com/news/local/bye-bye-butter-pa-farm-show-sculpture-dismantled-will-be-
recycled-for-renewable-energy# 
 
FOX43: Pennsylvania Farm Show's butter sculpture taken down, used for energy 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/dauphin-county/farm-show-butter-sculpture-taken-down-
energy/521-35177124-dbc8-4414-aed0-2abc22f4cc6d 
 
ABC27: As the Pennsylvania Farm Show ends, what happens to the butter sculpture? 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/pafarmshow/as-farm-show-ends-what-happens-to-the-butter-
sculpture/ 
 
WGAL: Farm show butter sculpture deconstructed, turned into renewable energy 
https://www.wgal.com/article/farm-show-butter-sculpture-deconstructed-turned-renewable-
energy/63404030 
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Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Union Progress: Auberle’s $1.5 million YouthBuild grant will change lives through training programs that 
lead to jobs 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2025/01/12/auberles-1-5-million-youthbuild-grant-will-change-lives-
through-training-programs-that-lead-to-jobs/ 
 
Standard Speaker: EPA plans next cleanup at Valmont superfund site this year 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2025/01/10/epa-plans-next-cleanup-at-valmont-superfund-site-
this-year/ 
 
Philadelphia Business Journal: The Bellwether District: A vision for Philadelphia’s future 
https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/news/2025/01/01/bellwether-district-philadelphias-
future.html 
 
 
Mining 
 
WJAC: 911: Man dies in alleged mining accident in Friedens 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/911-man-dies-alleged-mining-accident-friedens-somerset-county-
underground-coroner-investigation-emergency# 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Observer-Reporter: Antique coal and gas stoves are Baldwin man’s longtime hobby 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2025/jan/12/antique-coal-and-gas-stoves-are-
baldwin-mans-longtime-hobby/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: Tax credit rules could impact some local hydrogen production projects 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2025/01/10/federal-tax-credit-45v-hydrogen-
appalachia.html 
 
WJAC: Fire officials: Gas leak suspected as cause of explosion at Punxsutawney rental home 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/911-one-person-hospitalized-following-reported-house-explosion-
punxsutawney-investigation-jefferson-county-emergency-officials-pennsylvania# 
 
KYW News: PGW settles on new safety measures over deadly 2019 house explosion 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/pgw-new-safety-measures-over-deadly-2019-
house-explosion 
 
WFMZ: 5 buildings evacuated after fire causes gas leak in Pottstown 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/southeastern-pa/upper-montgomery-county/5-buildings-
evacuated-after-fire-causes-gas-leak-in-pottstown/article_d4c44020-cef5-11ef-950b-
0b312311c5b6.html 
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Waste 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Doubling cost and vehicle emissions to collect less garbage per shift doesn’t make 
sense 
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/trash-illegal-dumping-philadelphia-parker-
20250109.html 
 
 
Water 
 
WJAC: Bellefonte moves forward with plan to uncover iconic big spring, enhance water resources 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/bellefonte-moves-forward-with-plan-to-uncover-iconic-big-spring-
enhance-water-resources# 
 
Philadelphia Business Journal: PhilaPort pays $34M for 'key' property in South Philadelphia 
https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/news/2025/01/08/philaport-acquisition-packer-avenue-
port-cargo.html 
 
KYW News: Grays Ferry streets engulfed in water after main break; residents scramble to navigate 
aftermath 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/grays-ferry-water-main-break-28th-and-dickinson-
streets-flood 
 
Levittown Now: Residents Forming Grassroots Group To Oppose Wastewater Plant 
https://levittownnow.com/2025/01/13/residents-forming-grassroots-group-to-oppose-wastewater-
plant/ 
 
Levittown Now: Falls Twp.-Bound Cargo Ship Refloated In Delaware River 
https://levittownnow.com/2025/01/13/falls-twp-bound-cargo-ship-refloated-in-delaware-river/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Bushong Dam on Tulpehocken Creek in Reading to be removed this year 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2025/01/13/bushong-dam-on-tulpehocken-creek-in-reading-to-be-
removed-this-year/ 
 
WGAL: Dauphin County house fire affects water for nearby residents 
https://www.wgal.com/article/pennsylvania-dauphin-county-halifax-building-fire-crews-
blaze/63408227 
 
Shamokin News Item: Break causes water to enter basements of Shamokin homes 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/break-causes-water-to-enter-basements-of-shamokin-
homes/article_72569830-cfa8-11ef-be99-bb7c5de7d9b4.html 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Litter Hawk Youth Award program combines fun, prizes and litter awareness for grades 
K through 6 
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https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/litter-hawk-youth-award-program-combines-fun-
prizes-and-litter-awareness-for-grades-k-through/article_43d81c3c-cf8e-11ef-a10d-9f9d757e8cc8.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Brush Creek Bridge closure in Somerset County remains indefinite 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/brush-creek-bridge-closure-in-somerset-county-remains-
indefinite/article_62658194-cf61-11ef-b9f8-e719781b2f17.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: Government delays enforcement of U.S. Steel order 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2025/01/12/government-delays-enforcement-of-u-s-
steel-order.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Springdale resident rallies community to fight Pittsburgh Mills' potholes 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-resident-rallies-community-to-fight-
pittsburgh-mills-potholes/ 
 
Daily Local: PennDOT to begin construction on Route 29, U.S. 202 for sinkhole remediation project 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2025/01/10/penndot-to-begin-construction-on-route-29-u-s-202-for-
sinkhole-remediation-project/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Rail terminal reopens at former Titus Generating Station 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2025/01/13/rail-terminal-reopens-at-former-titus-generating-station/ 
 
Lebtown.com: South Annville Township supervisors approve Southgate phase 1 plans 
https://lebtown.com/2025/01/13/south-annville-township-board-approves-southgate-phase-1-plans/ 
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