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Top DEP Stories 
 
Scranton Times: How clean is your water? A breakdown of the DEP's latest streams and lakes report 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/how-clean-is-your-water-a-breakdown-of-the-dep-s-latest-
streams-and-lakes-report-1.2478474 
 
Mentions 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: State to start testing drinking water across Pa. within weeks; nearly 500 public 
water systems are near potential contamination sources 
https://www.philly.com/news/pfas-water-contamination-bucks-montgomery-county-pfoa-pfos-dep-
20190503.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Girl Scout camp sold; corporation buys land and leases it to Friends group 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/050619/page/1/story/girl-scout-camp-sold  
 
Towanda Daily Review: Yaw bill to promote local stream cleaning and maintenance efforts 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/yaw-bill-to-promote-local-stream-cleaning-and-
maintenance-efforts/article e43a3b19-486f-5a69-b70a-208a9f0cbe54.html 
 
KDKA: Pa. To Test Drinking Water For Toxic Chemicals 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/05/04/pennsylvania-toxic-chemical-drinking-water/  
 
Tribune-Democrat: Work to eliminate coal refuse pile, build trail 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/work-to-eliminate-coal-refuse-pile-build-trail/article 28c9b7f4-6e21-
11e9-a291-4bd7c24e7e6c.html 
 
CBS2 Pittsburgh: Pa. To Test Drinking Water For Toxic Chemicals 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/05/04/pennsylvania-toxic-chemical-drinking-water/ 
 
Air 
 
KDKA: Health Department Petitions To Intervene In Federal Suit Against US Steel 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/05/03/health-department-intervene-us-steel/ 
 
WESA: County Health Department Wants To Team Up With Environmental Groups In Lawsuit Against 
U.S. Steel 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/county-health-department-wants-team-environmental-groups-lawsuit-
against-us-steel 
 
WESA: U.S. Steel's $1B Investment Cements Pittsburgh's Place In Advanced Manufacturing, Fitzgerald 
Says 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/us-steels-1b-investment-cements-pittsburghs-place-advanced-
manufacturing-fitzgerald-says 
 
Tribune-Review: Editorial: Is U.S. Steel’s $1 billion upgrade good for all? 



https://triblive.com/opinion/editorial-is-u-s-steels-1-billion-upgrade-good-for-all/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Air quality 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2019/05/04/Air-quality/stories/201905040029 
 
Post-Gazette: Health department seeks to intervene in federal case against U.S. Steel 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/2019/05/03/Health-department-seeks-to-intervene-in-federal-
case-against-U-S-Steel/stories/201905030112 
 
Climate Change 
 
Doylestown Intelligencer: Bucks lawmakers support state, federal climate action 
https://www.theintell.com/news/20190505/bucks-lawmakers-support-state-federal-climate-action 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Climate change appears to shape human fertility 
https://www.philly.com/health/climate-change-human-fertility-sperm-20190503.html 
 
Erie Times: Erie’s climate is changing 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20190505/eries-climate-is-changing 
 
Erie Times: UN report: Nature in worst shape in human history 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20190506/un-report-nature-in-worst-shape-in-human-history 
 
WESA: PA Youth Join Global Student Strike To Demand Action On Climate Change 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/pa-youth-join-global-student-strike-demand-action-climate-change 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Green New Deal is ill-advised 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-green-new-deal-ill-advised/  
 
Herald-Standard: Climate, could something big be going on? 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/opinion/letters to the editor/climate-could-something-big-be-
going-on/article 2cd7c2d0-6c34-11e9-b310-5fe9e78e5c11.html 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: Support local conservation: Celebrate Conservation District Week 
http://www.bradfordera.com/bradford/support-local-conservation-celebrate-conservation-district-
week/article d288c2ee-da79-5bcf-b561-1d3a87ad818c.html 
 
Meadville Tribune: Hellbent on spreading word about hellbenders 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/hellbent-on-spreading-word-about-
hellbenders/article 61af8d84-6fa0-11e9-ad45-8f688e5ec3e4.html 
 
Meadville Tribune: Meadville considers sprucing things up with trees along Chestnut Street 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/meadville-considers-sprucing-things-up-with-trees-along-
chestnut-street/article b7a5664a-6dfd-11e9-9392-937666f55520.html 
 
Times Observer: Student scientists: County Envirothon winners advance to state competition 



http://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2019/05/student-scientists-county-envirothon-
winners-advance-to-state-competition/ 
 
Herald-Standard: Carmichaels students plant trees for Arbor Day 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/education/news/carmichaels-students-plant-trees-for-arbor-
day/article 0a749cdc-6c1f-11e9-880c-4b5cb45cd316.html 
 
Indiana Gazette: Saltsburg students keep Earth Day tradition alive 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/saltsburg-students-keep-earth-day-tradition-
alive/article 94c0ca3e-6e5c-11e9-ae2e-f3ef3236e7ed.html 
 
Energy 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Congressional hearing puts focus on struggling Pa. nuclear industry 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/05/congressional-hearing-puts-focus-on-struggling-pa-nuclear-
industry.php 
 
WJAC: Employees tour CPV power plant with loved ones 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/employees-tour-cpv-power-plant-with-loved-ones 
 
WESA: Congressional Hearing Puts Focus On struggling PA Nuclear Industry 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/congressional-hearing-puts-focus-struggling-pa-nuclear-industry  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Letter to the editor: Restore the alternative fuels tax credit 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/05/03/letter-to-the-editor-restore-the-alternative-
fuels.html  
 
Beaver County Times: County to test emergency sirens Tuesday 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20190506/county-to-test-emergency-sirens-tuesday 
 
Beaver County Times: Lamb: We can’t afford to let nuke plants close 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20190503/lamb-we-cant-afford-to-let-nuke-plants-close 
 
Tribune-Review: On the rise: Solar farms begin cropping up in Western Pennsylvania 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/on-the-rise-solar-farms-begin-cropping-up-in-western-pennsylvania/ 
 
Daily American: Going nuclear: Should Somerset ratepayers provide subsidies?  
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/local/somerset/going-nuclear-should-somerset-ratepayers-
provide-subsidies/article d12bf337-a996-582c-99c3-09b37dc70195.html 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Express Times: Was a quarry or landfill cited by the EPA? Lehigh Valley lawmakers want to ensure towns 
are alerted. 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/lehigh-county/2019/05/was-a-quarry-or-landfill-cited-by-the-epa-
lehigh-valley-lawmakers-want-to-ensure-towns-are-alerted.html 
 
Mining 



 
Butler Eagle: $1M grant benefits mine lands, schoolhouse 
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20190504/NEWS01/705049947/-1/news01 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Chester County Daily Local: Pipeline demonstrators take to the streets   
https://www.dailylocal.com/news/pipeline-demonstrators-take-to-the-streets/article 866cb116-6dd3-
11e9-a4ee-6f5bfbb5d3f9.html 
 
Delaware County Daily Times: Letter From the Editor: Rep. Friel Otten and that Nazi comment   
https://www.delcotimes.com/opinion/letter-from-the-editor-rep-friel-otten-and-that-
nazi/article f59ba05c-6f26-11e9-880b-a766c4a3b0b1.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: VHS or Betamax: Can Philly gas utility go green without leaving a billion-dollar 
hole? 
https://www.philly.com/news/philadelphia-gas-works-studies-climate-alternatives-natural-gas-exit-
plan-20190505.html? vfz=medium%3Dsharebar 
 
Republican Herald: Hegins Twp. supervisors answer slew of questions from citizens 
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/hegins-twp-supervisors-answer-slew-of-questions-from-
citizens-1.2478974 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: EQT removes consent requirement for board nominees, approves Rice 
team's nominees 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/05/06/eqt-removes-consent-requirement-for-
board-nominees.html?iana=hpmvp pit news headline  
 
Beaver County Times: CCBC’s Shell Center for Process Technology Education ‘really a good thing,’ says 
Gov. Wolf 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20190502/ccbcs-shell-center-for-process-technology-education-
really-good-thing-says-gov-wolf 
 
Vector Management 
 
Reading Eagle: Hope grows in lanternfly-killing fungi found near Berks fruit farm 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/hope-grows-in-lanternfly-killing-fungi-found-near-berks-
fruit-farm 
 
WGAL: Pennsylvania now requires certain drivers to be trained to look for spotted lanternfly 
https://www.wgal.com/article/pennsylvania-now-requires-certain-drivers-to-be-trained-to-look-for-
spotted-lanternfly/27360359 
 
Pennlive: Cicada emergence draws near in part of Pennsylvania 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2019/05/cicada-emergence-draws-near-in-part-of-pennsylvania.html 
 
Express Times: Biting gnats are coming. The state is spraying along the Delaware and Lehigh rivers to kill 
’em. 



https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/northampton-county/2019/05/biting-gnats-are-coming-the-state-is-
spraying-along-the-delaware-and-lehigh-rivers-to-kill-em.html 
 
Bradford Era: Century of data shows shifts in Pa tick populations 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/century-of-data-shows-shifts-in-pa-tick-
populations/article e0bef71c-94bd-5ef0-9746-c074cbea6f7b.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Lyme Disease Awareness Month brings warnings and tips to stave off ticks 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/lyme-disease-awareness-month-brings-warnings-and-tips-to-stave-
off-ticks/ 
 
Waste 
 
Bucks Local News: LETTER TO THE EDITOR: Elcon waste facility threatens the public's health   
http://www.buckslocalnews.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-elcon-waste-facility-threatens-the-
public/article 066fea72-6f5f-11e9-9134-236968187c40.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Urges community to use Recycling Center 
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/letters to editor/urges-community-to-use-recycling-center-
letter/article 35cfc9aa-6d01-11e9-9e3e-4b14db8e242f.html 
 
WITF/WHYY: Our plastic footprint sinks, right to the bottom of the sea 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/05/our-plastic-footprint-sinks-right-to-the-bottom-of-the-sea.php 
 
ABC27: Cumberland County hosts recycling event for tires, electronics 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/cumberland-county-hosts-recycling-event-for-tires-
electronics/1978370946 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Landfill truck to get $54,000 remodel 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2019/05/landfill-truck-to-get-54000-remodel/ 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Cleanup at Cameron 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/cleanup-at-cameron/article 82dab3a3-3de2-51eb-9bd4-
af4b7ad72970.html 
 
Sharon Herald: Sharon changes e-waste disposal process 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/sharon-changes-e-waste-disposal-process/article e251fa0c-6fab-
11e9-97f4-5780d58489b7.html 
 
Allegheny Front: This company wants to recycle your plastic bags. There’s a lot riding on whether it 
succeeds. 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/this-company-wants-to-recycle-your-plastic-bags-theres-a-lot-riding-
on-whether-it-succeeds/  
 
Tribune-Review: Clothing shed by Pittsburgh Marathon, half marathon runners doesn’t go to waste 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/outer-clothing-shed-by-pittsburgh-marathon-half-
marathon-runners-doesnt-go-to-waste/  
 



Tribune-Democrat: ‘An opportunity to give back’: Volunteers to clean up city on Downtown 
Beautification Day 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/an-opportunity-to-give-back-volunteers-to-clean-up-
city/article f91c6d2a-6ecb-11e9-a1ff-ff6fe57207e5.html 
 
Water 
 
WITF: Pennsylvania to test drinking water for toxic chemicals 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/05/pennsylvania-to-test-drinking-water-for-toxic-chemicals.php 
 
The Ambler Gazette: LETTER: We cannot wait for EPA to act on water contamination   
http://www.montgomerynews.com/amblergazette/opinion/letter-we-cannot-wait-for-epa-to-act-on-
water/article 76eb875e-6850-11e9-93e8-2b8c2616ae95.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: 50 years of restoring Donegal Creek wild trout stream heartbreakingly undone in 
hours 
https://lancasteronline.com/sports/outdoors/years-of-restoring-donegal-creek-wild-trout-stream-
heartbreakingly-undone/article 2949e584-6d07-11e9-ace1-0bd7f7e295e0.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Flood of information discussed during ‘water summit’ 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2019/05/flood-of-information-discussed-during-
water-summit/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Measuring the Worth of Water 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/measuring-the-worth-of-water/article be1fab9e-
1c70-570f-ad70-b520d95b41c1.html 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Pennsylvania to test drinking water for toxic chemicals 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/05/pennsylvania-to-test-drinking-water-for-toxic-chemicals.php 
 
Centre Daily Times: Environmental controls added to Benner Township zoning law, but concerns remain 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article229281099.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: New database: Water sources in 43 states contain potentially unsafe chemical levels 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/nation-world/national/article230009434.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Grant resolves critical flooding issue (Editorial)  
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/grant-resolves-critical-flooding-issue/article d41365c4-4e08-5b81-
8a9e-bfac8a977684.html 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Sunbury receives state grant to address flooding 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/sunbury-receives-state-grant-to-address-
flooding/article 67576d03-ed27-5b49-b933-71a1718731aa.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Roses and Thorns 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/050519/page/11/story/roses-and-thorns 
 
Corry Journal: Municipal authority joins with city to create water source protection plan 



http://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article 659ef652-6dcd-11e9-b578-83105736c4e5.html 
 
KDKA: Westmoreland Co. Leaders Hope To Prevent Future Flooding With Integrated Water Resources 
Plan 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/05/03/westmoreland-county-integrated-water-resources-plan/  
  
Tribune-Democrat: Flood of memories: Volunteer dives deep on tour of 1889 sites 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/flood-of-memories-volunteer-dives-deep-on-tour-of-
sites/article 231297da-6fb2-11e9-967a-a734471a4354.html 
 
Indiana Gazette: Letter: The fight for clean water 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/state/letter-the-fight-for-clean-water/article cb119436-fc12-
5021-93c0-9cc367ade9a4.html  
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Measuring the Worth of Water 
http://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/2019-05-04/Editorial/Westsylvania.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Staying hydrated: All Americans should have safe, accessible water 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2019/05/04/Water-quality-safe-accessible-hydration-
children/stories/201905040017 
 
Morning Call: Monocacy Creek floods Bethlehem’s Colonial Industrial Quarter after heavy rains 
https://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-nws-flooding-in-the-lehigh-valley-20190505-
45jdxuacivd3vejj5v64eofv4q-story.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: UN report says nature is in worst shape in human history 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/un-report-says-nature-is-in-worst-shape-in-human/article 96c5fd00-
ad89-5227-981d-c69fbec44485.html 
 
Waynesboro Record Herald: Tree trimming to begin across the county 
https://www.therecordherald.com/news/20190503/tree-trimming-to-begin-across-county 
 
Centre Daily Times:  Fact check:  Booker’s argument for environmental justice stays within the lines 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/politics-government/national-politics/article230050039.html 
 
Dubois Courier Express: Clarion River stamp to be released May 21 
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/local/clarion-river-stamp-to-be-released-
may/article d2dbcd65-8471-5792-bb99-63218265f765.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Here’s your chance to shape transportation projects for the next 30 years 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/regional-transportation-plan-available-for-public-review-comment/  
 
Post-Gazette: CONNECT, councils of governments show an alternative path to municipal consolidation  
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-local/2019/05/04/CONNECT-COGs-show-an-alternative-
path-to-municipal-consolidation/stories/201905050094   
 



Herald-Standard: Local farmers concerned about rainy forecast 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local news/local-farmers-concerned-about-rainy-
forecast/article 8c830648-6b64-11e9-8f10-57454f352a90.html 
 
Post-Gazette: PennDOT cancels $300M rural roads program again due to weather emergencies 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2019/05/03/PennDOT-rural-roads-300-million-
program-canceled-weather-emergencies/stories/201905030105 


