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Top DEP Stories 
 
MyChestCo: Aqua Pennsylvania Encourages Building and Business Owners to Flush Internal Plumbing 
Before Reopening After Prolonged Closings Due to COVID-19 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/business/aqua-pennsylvania-encourages-building-and-business-
owners-to-flush-internal-plumbing-before-reopening-after-prolonged-closings-due-to-covid-19/ 
 
Towanda Daily Review: DEP: Wysox property owner illegally altered Lannng Creek, disturbed wetlands 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/dep-wysox-property-owner-illegally-altered-lanning-
creek-disturbed-wetlands/article 83b4d649-3b4f-51d4-a440-6e9bd3f4856d.html 
 
Mentions 
 
Post-Gazette: Could plugging orphan wells keep the suffering oil industry afloat? 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/05/14/plugging-orphan-abandoned-oil-
gas-wells-coronavirus-bust-Pennsylvania/stories/202005080040 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Experienced engineer asked to join city water, sanitary authority 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2020/05/experienced-engineer-asked-to-join-city-water-
sanitary-authority/ 
 
Air 
 
Mon Valley Independent: ArcelorMittal issues formal layoff notice 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2020/05/arcelormittal-issues-formal-layoff-notice/  
 
Pottstown Mercury: As coronavirus keeps everyone indoors, air quality getting better 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/coronavirus/as-coronavirus-lingers-air-quality-getting-
better/article c3b10a69-d45c-56b7-9a2c-f9041046d9cc.html 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Erie Times: Port Authority moves to protect Erie’s shoreline 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20200514/port-authority-moves-to-protect-eries-shoreline 
 
Meadville Tribune: Tamarack Wildlife Center rehabilitates rare bird 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/tamarack-wildlife-center-rehabilitates-rare-
bird/article 38936596-9552-11ea-bd15-0329e7ed8149.html 
 
Titusville Herald: Allegheny National Forest opens more campgrounds and water access sites (pg 3) 
https://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/page b5b74a4f-e27d-5df8-aa6a-b6178a1f2d4f.html 
 
Clarion News: North Country Trail Celebration delayed until 2021 
https://www.theclarionnews.com/news/frontpage/article c3303637-5ff4-59b1-8fc4-
0c3e07f97a64.html 
 



WJET-TV: East Dobbins Landing renovations underway 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/east-dobbins-landing-renovations-underway/ 
 
Kane Republican: Allegheny National Forest continues reopening (pg 2) 
https://kanerepublican.com/sites/default/files/KR-05-14-2020.pdf 
 
Post-Gazette: Increased use of public lands leads to property abuse 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2020/05/14/COVID-Pennsylvania-increased-use-public-
lands/stories/202005140040  
 
WTAE: Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society provides reopening guidelines 
https://www.wtae.com/article/pennsylvania-recreation-and-park-society-provides-reopening-
guidelines/32464063  
 
WITF/StateImpact: Coronavirus delays conservation efforts in Pennsylvania 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/05/14/coronavirus-delays-conservation-efforts-in-
pennsylvania/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Deadline extended for PPL Future Environmental Leaders Scholarship 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/education/2020/05/deadline-extended-for-ppl-future-
environmental-leaders-scholarship/ 
 
Energy 
 
Next Pittsburgh: Pittsburgh’s 2030 District includes 556 buildings that are greatly reducing energy usage. 
It’s healthier for all of us. 
https://www.nextpittsburgh.com/latest-news/pittsburghs-2030-district-includes-556-buildings-that-are-
greatly-reducing-energy-usage-its-healthier-for-all-of-us/ 
 
Beaver County Times: Report: Pittsburgh lost 18 percent of clean energy jobs since COVID 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200513/report-pittsburgh-lost-18-percent-of-clean-energy-jobs-
since-covid   
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Milton Standard-Journal: Lycoming County soil remediation cleanup 
http://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article 7876b0ae-fe4f-5812-be61-efc69559294e.html 
 
Mining 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Coronavirus pushes America’s coal industry to once-unthinkable lows 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/05/14/coronavirus-pushes-america-s-coal-
industry-to-once.html  
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Bradford Era: PUC announces public input hearings in early June for UGI gas rate case 



http://www.bradfordera.com/bradford/puc-announces-public-input-hearings-in-early-june-for-ugi-gas-
rate-case/article 1a0679d7-4baf-5217-b156-f6bbda400204.html 
 
The Guardian: Revealed: long-troubled US oil firms are capitalizing on coronavirus assistance 
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/may/14/us-oil-gas-companies-coronavirus-relief-loan-
ppp 
 
Post-Gazette: Shell says it will reintroduce 300 construction workers a week in ramp up at cracker site 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/05/13/Shell-chemical-Appalachia-
reintroduce-300-construction-workers-cracker-Beaver-County-COVID-19/stories/202005130130 
 
Beaver County Times: Shell to call back 300 workers weekly, resume some busing 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200513/shell-to-call-back-300-workers-weekly-resume-some-
busing  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Shell adding more workers to Beaver County construction site 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/05/13/shell-chemicals-add-worker-beaver-
county.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Range Resources shareholders OK compensation plan at annual meeting 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/05/13/range-resources-annual-meeting.html 
 
Vector Management 
 
Meadville Tribune: Should we fear the 'murder hornet'? 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/should-we-fear-the-murder-hornet/article 20b4f2e6-9575-
11ea-bd09-5f054233264c.html 
 
Milton Standard-Journal: Tracking spread, testing traps focus of spotted lanternfly study 
http://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article a75ac95b-8f5e-5ab3-8c17-0c2ddf6bc58f.html 
 
Waste 
 
Bradford Era: EPA stresses importance of recycling, proper disposal of PPE 
http://www.bradfordera.com/bradford/epa-stresses-importance-of-recycling-proper-disposal-of-
ppe/article 12342501-1aa7-5275-aeb6-1a4ef9f0e295.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Police search for person who dumped dozens of tires on West Earl Twp. road 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/police-search-for-person-who-dumped-dozens-of-tires-on-
west-earl-twp-road/article acbe6066-95d3-11ea-ad72-f32b93001b7a.html 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Zerbe Twp. recycling center to reopen May 19 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/zerbe-twp-recycling-center-to-reopen-may-
19/article 45d4382b-fce5-55d2-96a5-1b005f56657e.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Reopened recycling centers greeted by eager Valley residents 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/snyder county/reopened-recycling-centers-greeted-by-eager-valley-
residents/article 735b67ed-183f-53ed-9d19-4c9cc9bcafe2.html 



 
Water 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Johnstown Council tackles sewer project adjustments, Conrad Building safety 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/johnstown-council-tackles-sewer-project-adjustments-conrad-
building-safety/article f3285b4a-958f-11ea-916a-abeb9eaefa76.html  
 
Tribune-Review: Tarentum threatens to end longstanding water agreement with neighboring East Deer 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/tarentum-threatens-to-end-longstanding-water-
agreement-with-neighboring-east-deer/   
 
Tribune-Review: Washington Boulevard flood gate test slated Thursday morning 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/washington-boulevard-flood-gate-test-slated-thursday-
morning/ 
 
Tribune-Review: U.S. Army Corps partially opening Crawford County lake facilities May 22 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/u-s-army-corps-partially-opening-crawford-county-lake-facilities-
may-22/  
 
WJAC: Johnstown council announces public meetings for sewer selloff during busy virtual meeting 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/johnstown-council-announces-public-meeting-for-sewer-selloff-during-
busy-virtual-meeting 
 
York Daily Record: Brookfield Renewable will do work at their Holtwood Dam, boaters should stay 
cautious 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2020/05/13/brookfield-renewable-announces-work-done-
holtwood-dam/5181965002/ 
 
Waynesboro Record Herald: Greencastle receives MS4 waiver, given 5 years to comply 
https://www.therecordherald.com/news/20200513/greencastle-receives-ms4-waiver-given-5-years-to-
comply 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Montgomery Borough Council approves sewer line update 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2020/05/montgomery-borough-council-approves-sewer-
line-update/ 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pa Environment Digest Blog: Presque Isle State Park Requests Memorabilia To Help Celebrate 100th 
Anniversary 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2020/05/presque-isle-state-park-requests.html 
 
Post-Gazette: From sanitizer to social distancing, contractors face challenges as they return to job sites 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/development/2020/05/14/contractors-construction-sites-job-
safety-challenges-COVID-19-Pittsburgh-area/stories/202005130140 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Old safe booby-trapped; Firefighters, police secure antique rigged with 
vials of gas 



https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/051320/page/1/story/old-safe-booby-trapped 


