
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Vacant). If Central Office staff (and others 
outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Allegheny Front: Pa. Senate bill would cut impact fees for communities that restrict fracking 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pa-senate-bill-would-cut-impact-fees-for-communities-that-restrict-
fracking/ 
 
 
Upper Makefield Pipeline 
 
The Reporter: Installation of recovery wells in Upper Makefield expected to begin Monday 
https://www.thereporteronline.com/2025/05/17/installation-of-recovery-wells-in-upper-makefield-
expected-to-begin-monday/ 
 
 
SPS Fire 
 
Patch.com: SPS Technologies Building Demolition Set To Begin 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/abington/sps-technologies-demolish-building-following-fire 
 
 
Air 
 
Bucks County Today: DVRPC Study: SEPTA Cuts Could Add 2 Million Miles of Driving in Philadelphia Area 
https://bucksco.today/2025/05/septa-cuts-2-million-miles/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Levittown Now: Judge Tosses Bucks County Climate Change Lawsuit 
https://levittownnow.com/2025/05/17/judge-tosses-bucks-county-climate-change-lawsuit/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
The Mon Valley Independent: EF students raise, release trout 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2025/05/17/ef-students-raise-release-trout/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: 'Perfect' river levels make Stonycreek Rendezvous a hit with boaters 
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https://www.tribdem.com/news/perfect-river-levels-make-stonycreek-rendezvous-a-hit-with-
boaters/article_94d003b9-1695-4190-b043-b722850449e6.html 
 
WJAC: Annual Stonycreek Rendezvous takes place in Cambria County 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/annual-stonycreek-rendezvous-takes-place-in-cambria-county# 
 
WESA: Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy opens accessible trail and discovery space in Frick Park 
https://www.wesa.fm/identity-community/2025-05-19/pittsburgh-parks-conservancy-frick-accedssible-
trail-discovery-space 
 
Allegheny Front: Raystown Wildlife Watch invites visitors to help conservation efforts with mobile app 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/raystown-lake-wildlife-watch-conservation-inaturalist/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Tarentum to reveal plans for Riverview Memorial Park renovation 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/tarentum-to-reveal-plans-for-riverview-memorial-park-
renovation/ 
 
The Courier Express: GATEWAY OUTDOORS: The peaks and valleys of turkey hunting 
https://www.thecourierexpress.com/tri_county_sunday/news/local/gateway-outdoors-the-peaks-and-
valleys-of-turkey-hunting/article_d12714b7-029b-41d8-b824-8bc7b68c16ab.html 
 
Press Enterprise: Town launches project to transform fishing spot 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/051925/page/3/story/town-launches-project-to-
transform-fishing-spot 
 
Erie Times: Can you fly a drone at a state park in Pennsylvania? 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/state/2025/05/19/flying-drones-in-pennsylvania-state-parks-
restrictions/83676763007/ 
 
Bradford Era: Hills Creek State Park Complex wins Park of the Year 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2025/05/16/hills-creek-state-park-complex-wins-park-of-the-year/ 
 
Butler Eagle: Butler Freeport Trail damaged by recent storms 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20250516/butler-freeport-trail-damaged-by-recent-storms/ 
 
Erie Times: No Federal Funds For Sand Replenishment Work At Presque Isle State Park 
https://www.goerie.com/story/lifestyle/presque-isle/2025/05/16/presque-isle-state-park-pa-beaches-
not-receiving-federal-money-sand-work-2025/83651009007/?tbref=hp 
 
 
Energy 
 
The Record Online: PJM power surge inevitable, but not insurmountable 
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/125616 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Planners review Porter Twp. solar farm 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/planners-review-porter-twp-solar-
farm/article_31337c16-1335-45d7-866b-43bf90d30af9.html 
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My Chesco.com: Securing America’s Future: Bold Interior Actions to End Energy Dependence 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/national/securing-americas-future-bold-interior-actions-to-end-
energy-dependence/ 
 
Biz Journals: PECO names Villanova grad as next CEO 
https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/news/2025/05/15/peco-ceo-david-velazquez-retire-david-
vahos.html 
 
Bucks County Herald: Solebury touts energy savings at Honey Hollow solar array tour 
https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/solebury-touts-energy-savings-at-honey-hollow-solar-array-
tour/article_bbbe8cd5-6ce1-4a1d-aa59-305aa2224e77.html 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Allegheny Front: A former gravel mine gets a second chance as forestland 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/erie-pennsylvania-lake-pleasant-mineland-reforestation/ 
 
RecordArgus: EPA: Greenville to use $500K grant to assess Trinity, Main St., Shenango 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/news/epa-greenville-to-use-500k-grant-to-assess-trinity-main-st-
shenango/article_35666cfc-e254-4a79-a65f-967e5b21ab9e.html 
 
 
Mining 
 
Observer-Reporter: Remembering the Mather Mine explosion 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2025/may/18/remembering-the-mather-mine-
explosion/ 
 
 
PFAS 
 
My Chesco.com: Aqua Pennsylvania Secures $17.35 Million in PENNVEST Funding to Enhance Water 
Quality 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/regional/aqua-pennsylvania-secures-17-35-million-in-pennvest-
funding-to-enhance-water-quality/#google_vignette 
 
 
Water 
 
WJAC: Salisbury Borough enforces mandatory water conservation amid pipeline issues 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/salisbury-borough-enforces-mandatory-water-conservation-amid-
pipeline-issues# 
 
Meadville Tribune: What kind of harmful algal bloom is predicted for Lake Erie this year? 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/what-kind-of-harmful-algal-bloom-is-predicted-for-lake-erie-
this-year/article_837680bf-1683-49c0-b96c-71cfc2ad0c51.html 
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6abc: The Schuylkill River Trail has officially expanded 
https://6abc.com/post/schuylkill-river-trail-has-officially-expanded/16451028/ 
 
NBC10: Bridge construction could slow traffic around 30th Street Station this week 
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/bridge-construction-could-slow-traffic-around-30th-
street-station-this-week/4188619/ 
 
Patch.com: Lock 60 Canal To Celebrate 200th Anniversary 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/phoenixville/lock-60-canal-celebrate-200th-anniversary 
 
Delaware Currents: Saltwater intrusion into the Delaware River: Drought in the Delaware Valley 
https://delawarecurrents.org/2025/05/18/saltwater-intrusion-delaware-river/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
The Beaver County Times: Can you fly a drone at a state park in Pennsylvania? 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/state/2025/05/19/flying-drones-in-pennsylvania-state-parks-
restrictions/83676763007/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Plagued by black lung, coal miners wage long battles for benefits to pay bills — 
and to stay alive 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2025/05/18/black-lung-coal-miners-west-virginia-
benefits/stories/202505180064 
 
NEXTpittsburgh: Rachel Carson EcoVillage residents eye move in after 5 tumultuous years of 
development 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/housing/rachel-carson-ecovillage-residents-eye-move-in-after-5-
tumultuous-years/ 
 
News-Item: 'Something fresh and new': Geisinger hosts ceremonial groundbreaking for $880 million 
expansion 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/something-fresh-and-new-geisinger-hosts-ceremonial-
groundbreaking-for-880-million-expansion/article_3f3de69c-c19b-4630-81f8-686213febc78.html 
 
Warren Times: Sen. Hutchinson To Introduce Legislation To Require Local Approval Before State 
Agencies Can Purchase Land 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2025/05/hutchinson-seeks-to-slow-state-land-
purchases/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: Rain Bogs Down Spring Planting for Eastern Pennsylvania Growers 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/field-crops/rain-bogs-down-spring-planting-for-
eastern-pennsylvania-growers/article_fca4d442-2a9d-4f2a-b702-9b3b1ea69246.html 
 
Bedford Gazette: Bedford teams win in lower grades' Envirothon 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/local/bedford-teams-win-in-lower-grades-
envirothon/article_64b0367d-713c-489e-a90a-6f6365996184.html 
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Philly Burbs: Middletown stormwater bill hits residents, businesses. See how much it will cost. 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2025/05/19/middletown-stormwater-bill-fee-township-
flooding-projects-bucks-county-pa-berkheimer-collecting/83669172007/ 
 
Bucks County Today: Cobbs Creek Could Be the Most Important Project in American Golf 
https://bucksco.today/2025/05/cobbs-creek-golf-course-hugh-wilson-restoration/ 
 
The Daily Local: Flash flooding hits West Chester 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2025/05/16/flash-flooding-hits-west-chester/ 
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