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Top DEP Stories 
   
Morning Call: A Carbon County company wants to burn tires to fuel. It’s bitcoin, mining operations, here 
is why environmentalists are fighting it. 
https://www.mcall.com/2023/10/20/a-carbon-county-company-wants-to-burn-tires-to-fuel-its-bitcoin-
mining-operations-heres-why-environmentalists-are-fighting-it/ 
 
PA Environment Digest Blog: DEP Adds 3 More Hearings On Interim Final Environmental Justice Permit 
Review Policy 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2023/10/dep-adds-3-more-hearings-on-interim.html 
 
PA Environment Digest Blog: DEP Awards Over $3.8 Million In Federal Section 319 Grants To 15 Projects 
To Restore Watershed Health 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2023/10/dep-awards-over-38-million-in-federal.html 
 
Times Observer: State moves to find and cap abandoned wells more quickly 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2023/10/state-moves-to-find-and-cap-abandoned-
wells-more-quickly/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: Shapiro Admin: 100 orphaned, abandoned wells plugged so far 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2023/10/shapiro-admin-100-orphaned-abandoned-
wells-plugged-so-far/  
 
WESA: 100 plugged and 300,000+ to go; abandoned well cleanup effort jumps with federal money 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-10-20/pennsylvania-plugging-abandoned-wells-100-
milestone 
 
Allegheny Front: 100 OLD OIL AND GAS WELLS PLUGGED IN PA.; 300,00 TO GO 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-orphan-oil-gas-wells-infrastructure-law/ 
 
Environmetal Health News: These new changes could re-shape environmental justice in Pennsylvania 
https://www.ehn.org/pennsylvania-environmental-justice-2666000042.html  
 
WPXI: Gov. Shapiro visits Washington County for 100th well capping in Pennsylvania 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/gov-shapiro-visits-washington-county-100th-well-capping-
pennsylvania/ERFDBQ7CIFCO5A7HB5DQLR2SIE/ 
 
 
Mentions   
 
LehighValley Live: Nazareth Sewer Authority files notice to spread treated sludge on Plainfield farm 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/slate-belt/2023/10/nazareths-sewer-authority-files-notice-to-spread-
treated-sludge-on-plainfield-farm.html 
 
Erie Times: Citizens who mobilized to stop pollution at Erie Coke back authorities' plans for site 
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https://www.goerie.com/story/opinion/columns/2023/10/19/heca-ecrda-port-authority-remediate-
erie-coke-eminent-domain-dep-epa-superfund-pollution-environment/71145845007/ 
 
Corry Journal: Sewer project plans continue; construction more than 2 years out 
https://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article_1eeb2392-6df1-11ee-8a30-9bc02fda9a6e.html 
 
Tribune Democrat: Blacklick Valley students get inside look at $26M plan to treat mine pollution, revive 
creek 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/blacklick-valley-students-learn-about-26m-plan-to-treat-mine-
pollution-revive-creek/article_4261d250-6ead-11ee-b6a7-27c31ee0449d.html 
 
Latrobe Bulletin News: Noncompliance issue reported by UTMA 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/noncompliance-issue-reported-by-
utma/article_2ba341ec-5abe-5804-bea8-c81a815de36a.html  
 
Tribune-Democrat: Blacklick Valley students get inside look at $26M plan to treat mine pollution, revive 
creek 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/blacklick-valley-students-get-inside-look-at-26m-plan-to-treat-mine-
pollution-revive-creek/article_4261d250-6ead-11ee-b6a7-27c31ee0449d.html 
 
 
East Palestine Derailment 
 
Beaver County Radio: EPA Orders For Testing Of Creek Water Near East Palestine 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/epa-orders-for-testing-of-creek-water-near-east-palestine/ 
 
 
Air 
 
CNN: GOP-led states and industry groups ask Supreme Court to block Biden’s ‘good neighbor’ pollution 
rule 
https://www.cnn.com/2023/10/18/politics/good-neighbor-pollution-epa-supreme-court-
climate/index.html 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: El Niño likely will mean big coastal storms this winter, forecasters say. It might 
even snow in Philly. 
https://www.inquirer.com/weather/philadelphia-winter-weather-forecast-snow-el-nino-20231019.html 
 
Bradford Era: Methane emissions monitoring grabs legislative attention in Pa. 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/methane-emissions-monitoring-grabs-legislative-attention-in-
pa/article_2d771f38-6eb9-11ee-86d5-33cd1e392823.html 
 
E&E News: Carbon removal looks more promising by the day. Is methane next? 
https://www.eenews.net/articles/carbon-removal-looks-more-promising-by-the-day-is-methane-next/ 
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Conservation and Recreation 
 
The Mercury: Members of Norristown Garden Club tour Temple’s Ambler Arboretum 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2023/10/19/members-of-norristown-garden-club-tour-temples-ambler-
arboretum/ 
 
MyChesCo: Grant Boosts Conservation Projects in Chester County 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/government/grant-boosts-conservation-projects-in-chester-
county/ 
 
Erie Times: Fall At Presque Isle: Beaches Assessed; Marina, Solar Panel Work Begins  
https://www.goerie.com/story/lifestyle/presque-isle/2023/10/19/presque-isle-fall-walk-checks-
beaches-marina-solar-panel-work-begins-sand-work-swimming-hikes-lights/71226640007/ 
 
Post-Gazette: 21 species declared extinct — but not the ivory-billed woodpecker 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2023/10/18/endangered-species-extinct-ivory-billed-
woodpecker-national-aviary/stories/202310170148  
 
 
Energy 
 
LevittownNow: Bucks County, Other Counties To Collaborate For Sustainable Energy, Seek Cost Savings 
https://levittownnow.com/2023/10/19/bucks-county-other-counties-to-collaborate-for-sustainable-
energy-seek-cost-savings/ 
 
WHYY: Millions of federal dollars could help Pa. build a climate-ready electric grid 
https://whyy.org/articles/pa-federal-dollars-building-climate-ready-electric-grid/ 
 
Delaware Riverkeeper: Riverwatch October 20, 2023 
https://youtu.be/DLXjQ25BwCI?si=RCQweil9YHKnY6g4 
 
Central Penn Business Journal: PPL Electric looks to receive $49.5M grant for infrastructure project 
https://www.cpbj.com/ppl-electric-looks-to-receive-49-5m-grant-for-infrastructure-project/ 
 
New Castle News: SOLAR DILEMMA: Solar ordinance divides farmer, supervisors 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/solar-dilemma-solar-ordinance-divides-farmer-
supervisors/article_7f017770-3608-11ee-bf5d-9b4d30b06dc2.html 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Solar project in the works in Northumberland County; others may be coming, 
planner says 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/solar-projects-in-works-in-northumberland-county-others-may-be-
coming-planner-says/article_553c44ed-f240-59c9-a5d0-402bd8abd315.html  
 
Next Pittsburgh: Solar-powered Millvale community hub breaks ground … kind of 
 https://nextpittsburgh.com/city-design/solar-powered-millvale-community-hub-breaks-ground-kind-of/  
 
Tribune-Review: Editorial: Ghost poles bill would exorcise utility danger 
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https://triblive.com/opinion/editorial-ghost-poles-bill-would-exorcise-utility-danger/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Duquesne Light gets more than $23M for electrical grid upgrades 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/10/19/duquesne-light-green-building-alliance.html  
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Shamokin garden group receives $20k grant to transform vacant lot into 
community garden 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/shamokin-garden-group-receives-20-000-grant-to-transform-
vacant-lot-into-community-garden/article_2883034e-ceff-5f04-9003-768626450a06.html  
 
Post-Gazette: One last time: URA moves to develop last two parcels at former steel mill site near Hot 
Metal Bridge 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/development/2023/10/20/pittsburgh-ura-technology-center-
jones-laughlin-pitt-cmu/stories/202310200059  
 
 
Mining 
 
Inside Climate News: Lawmakers Want Answers on Damage and Costs Linked to Idled ‘Zombie’ Coal 
Mines 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/20102023/democrat-want-audit-zombie-coal-strp-mines/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
WHYY: Warehouse construction starts soon at demolished South Philly refinery 
https://whyy.org/articles/hilco-construction-south-philly-refinery-site-groundbreaking/ 
 
KDKA: Gas service restored to about 90 percent of Beaver County residents without it since Sunday 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/gas-service-restored-two-thirds-beaver-county-residents/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: How Columbia Gas is working to restore Beaver County gas service 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/10/19/columbia-gas-beaver-county-
disruption.html 
 
Inside Climate News: Research by Public Health Experts Shows ‘Damning’  Evidence on the Harms of 
Fracking 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/20102023/new-evidence-pennsylvania-fracking-public-health-
harms/ 
 
PublicSource: New federal gas line regulations could reduce fire risks in Western Pa. 
https://www.publicsource.org/joe-biden-environment-gas-drilling-fracking-saftey-western-
pennsylvania/ 
 
Energy News: Ohio oil and gas industry accident data boost worries about drilling under state parks 
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https://energynews.us/2023/10/19/ohio-oil-and-gas-industry-accident-data-boost-worries-about-
drilling-under-state-parks/ 
 
  
Waste 
 
Sayre Morning Times: Sayre, Athens Twp. moving forward with shared services starting with trash 
collection 
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_61cdb9eb-5d3e-59a4-be52-e5bfc3261d16.html  
 
 
Water 
 
LevittownNow: Bucks County Conservation District Offering Stormwater Management Workshop 
https://levittownnow.com/2023/10/19/bucks-county-conservation-district-offering-stormwater-
management-workshop/ 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Effort against Legionella in Lancaster County Prison continues after 3 more 
positive water tests 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/effort-against-legionella-in-lancaster-county-prison-continues-
after-3-more-positive-water-tests/article_4c2fc284-6eac-11ee-9be7-efe611708f04.html 
 
Bedford Gazette: PENNVEST OK's Hopewell funding 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/pennvest-oks-hopewell-funding/article_51799cfa-f5c7-5e8e-b86b-
e883dde90990.html 
 
FOX43: Residents concerned over lack of communication after Cumberland County oil leak 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/cumberland-county/residents-concerned-communication-
oil-leak/521-19d81f8e-88b4-4ed7-aaa6-f3d842752339 
 
Meadville Tribune: PUC to investigate Conneaut Lake Park Water Co.'s rate hike request 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/puc-to-investigate-conneaut-lake-park-water-co-s-rate-hike-
request/article_88d45026-6ec8-11ee-8a1c-e345ae5787be.html 
 
PA Environment Digest: Susquehanna River Basin Commission Holds Nov. 2 Hearing On Water 
Withdrawal Requests, Including Shale Gas Drilling In Loyalsock, Pine Creek Exceptional Value 
Watersheds 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2023/10/susquehanna-river-basin-commission_20.html 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Monessen pays several bills for sewer project 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/10/monessen-pays-several-bills-for-sewer-project/ 
 
Next Pittsburgh: PWSA defends rate increase at PUC hearing 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/latest-news/pwsa-defends-rate-increase-at-puc-hearing/  
 
Tribune-Review: Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority to replace water mains with $37.3M in state 
funding 
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https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-water-and-sewer-authority-to-replace-water-mains-with-37-3m-in-
state-funding/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Phillyburbs: Is our once booming bird population beginning to dwindle in the northeastern United 
States? 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2023/10/20/is-bucks-countys-once-bustling-bird-
population-beginning-to-dwindle/71230871007/ 
 
MyChesCo: Chester County Commissioners Present Agriculture Awards 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/communities/chester-county-commissioners-present-agriculture-
awards/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Paul W. Meyer, celebrated former executive director of the Morris Arboretum & 
Gardens, has died at 71 
https://www.inquirer.com/obituaries/paul-meyer-obituary-philadelphia-morris-arboretum-gardens-
pennsylvania-20231017.html 
 
Pennlive: Using the leaves, luxury compost, and saving milkweed seeds: This Weekend in the Garden 
https://www.pennlive.com/gardening/2023/10/using-the-leaves-luxury-compost-and-saving-milkweed-
seeds-this-weekend-in-the-garden.html 
 
Pennlive: Harrisburg’s Wildwood Park was nearly ruined by a road 50 years ago 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2023/10/harrisburgs-wildwood-park-was-nearly-ruined-by-a-road-
50-years-ago-column.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Springdale residents add Sunshine Act violation claim to reasons for stopping power 
plant implosion 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-residents-add-sunshine-act-violation-claim-
to-reasons-for-stopping-power-plant-implosion/  
  
Post-Gazette: Merryn Somerset Webb: The obvious problems with 'woke' ESG investing 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2023/10/20/esg-investing-carbon-
woke/stories/202310200022 
 
Environmental Health News: Opinion: It’s breast cancer awareness month. Let’s prevent the everyday 
exposures that raise our risk. 
https://www.ehn.org/environmental-causes-of-breast-cancer-2665984732.html 
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