
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – 
Colleen Connolly; SERO – Stephanie Berardi; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Lauren Camarda). If Central 
Office staff (and others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at kedeibert@pa.gov  
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
exploreClarion: State DEP Plugs Orphan Gas Well That Contaminated Vowinckel Family’s Drinking Water 
https://www.exploreclarion.com/local/2024/10/24/state-dep-plugs-orphan-gas-well-that-
contaminated-vowinckel-familys-drinking-water-829920/ 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Clarion News: State-of-the-art drones search for orphan wells 
https://www.theclarionnews.com/news/frontpage/state-of-the-art-drones-search-for-orphan-
wells/article_4b5a7dc6-915c-11ef-898e-a7efe307643b.html 
 
Tribune-Democrat: CSA: Test dye gives Conemaugh green glow 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/csa-test-dye-gives-conemaugh-green-glow/article_01d668f4-9170-
11ef-84b3-3f82f834b854.html 
 
Tioga Publishing: Planners request to modify sewer ordinance for warehouse stinks 
https://www.tiogapublishing.com/news/state/planners-request-to-modify-sewer-ordinance-for-
warehouse-stinks/article_da86014e-6c3b-5b28-bc31-c127d267505f.html 
 
Milton Standard-Journal: Grant to expand riparian buffer repairs 
https://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article_b8349496-8f85-11ef-b6fd-7b0d5ff96156.html 
 
 
East Palestine Train Derailment 
 
Allegheny Front: New studies shed light on the contamination and response to East Palestine derailment 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/new-studies-contamination-communication-east-palestine-derailment/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Vote to reduce climate change (LTE) 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/102424/page/15/story/vote-to-reduce-climate-change 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Erie Times: Presque Isle manager hopes for ice to protect state park's beaches 
https://www.goerie.com/story/lifestyle/presque-isle/2024/10/24/presque-isle-state-park-prepares-for-
winter/75806961007/?tbref=hp 
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WJET-TV: Officials assess Presque Isle’s conditions for annual Fall Beach Walk 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/officials-assess-presque-isles-conditions-for-annual-fall-
beach-walk/ 
 
WICU-TV: Army Corps of Engineers Host Annual Beach Walk at Presque Isle State Park 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/51669551/army-corps-of-engineers-host-annual-beach-walk-at-
presque-isle-state-park 
 
WJAC: New signs added to two Cambria County bridges near Ghost Town Trail 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/new-signs-added-to-two-cambria-county-bridges# 
 
Levittown Now: Bristol Twp. To Expand Magnolia Park With Land Purchase 
https://levittownnow.com/2024/10/23/bristol-twp-to-expand-magnolia-park-with-land-purchase/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Hess Park reopens after road work 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/101824/page/3/story/hess-park-road-reopens 
 
 
Energy 
 
WESA: From Kenya to Pittsburgh: Solar power, beading and more 
https://www.wesa.fm/arts-sports-culture/2024-10-24/kenya-pittsburgh-solar-power-beading 
 
Tribune-Review: Unity zoning panel OKs fourth session for solar farm hearing; size requirement in 
contention 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/unity-zoning-panel-oks-fourth-session-for-solar-farm-hearing-
size-requirement-in-contention/ 
 
UtilityDive: Power plant owners back PJM capacity auction delay but warn of waning investor 
confidence 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/pjm-capacity-auction-delay-ferc-p3-epsa-talen-sierra-club/730702/ 
 
The Guardian: US power grid added battery equivalent of 20 nuclear reactors in past four years 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/oct/24/power-grid-battery-capacity-growth 
 
PA Environment Digest: PJM CEO Expresses Concern About Electric Generating Capacity: Higher Prices 
Have Incentivized Some Generators, But Building Gas Generators Has Slowed, Permitting, Supply Chain 
Issues Hamper Renewables 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2024/10/pjm-ceo-expresses-concern-about.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Pajama Factory, area farms and other businesses receive federal funds to 
lower energy costs, expand clean energy 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2024/10/pajama-factory-area-farms-and-other-
businesses-receive-federal-funds/ 
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Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Refinery site developer pledges $10 million in benefits agreement for South and 
Southwest Philadelphia 
https://www.inquirer.com/real-estate/commercial/hilco-bellwether-district-community-benefits-
agreement-20241023.html 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Losing its only Sheetz pushed this rural PA community to think different about its 
future 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/features/spotlight_pa/losing-its-only-sheetz-pushed-this-rural-pa-
community-to-think-differently-about-its-future/article_f5f77888-8d60-11ef-aa9d-4bbad5c8f4fb.html 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
The Herald-Standard: Marker unveiled for first Renz Well Mt. Pleasant Twp. well helped launch natural 
gas industry in SWPA 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local_news/2024/oct/24/marker-unveiled-for-first-renz-well-
mt-pleasant-twp-well-helped-launch-natural-gas-industry-in-swpa/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Range Resources marks 20th anniversary of first Marcellus Shale well 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/10/23/range-resources-renz-well-marcellus.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: EQT announces it has reached net zero goals ahead of 2025 plan 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/10/23/eqt-reached-net-zero-goal.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Oil and gas company Coterra to move to new Diamond Ridge development in Moon 
Township 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/development/2024/10/23/coterra-moon-township-diamond-
ridge-nai-burns-scalo/stories/202410230119 
 
 
Waste 
 
Erie Times: Erie environmentalists question viability of IRG recycling plant 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2024/10/24/erie-recycling-plant-owners-believe-in-
profitability/75450794007/ 
 
LehighValleyNews.com: Proposed Slate Belt landfill expansion clears 1st hurdle 
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/northampton-county/proposed-slate-belt-landfill-expansion-clears-
1st-hurdle 
 
Morning Call: Lehigh Valley landfill begins process to expand 
https://www.mcall.com/2024/10/24/grand-central-landfill-expansion-2/ 
 
Lancaster Online: Mountville residents won't see tax hike next year, may see trash bills go up 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/mountville-residents-wont-see-tax-hike-next-year-may-see-
trash-bills-go-up/article_9db1588c-9185-11ef-bbdc-b770135cc721.html 
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North Penn Now: Upper Gwynedd adopts plastic waste reduction program 
https://northpennnow.com/news/2024/oct/24/upper-gwynedd-adopts-plastic-waste-reduction-
program/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Manure truck loses load on I-180 in Montoursville 
https://www.sungazette.com/uncategorized/2024/10/manure-truck-loses-load-on-180-in-
montoursville/ 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Police looking for manure truck driver from truck that lost its load on interstate 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/crime/police-looking-for-manure-truck-driver/article_f7bf7f46-
920e-11ef-bf95-c79f251a70fc.html 
 
 
Water 
 
The Derrick: Rhodes Utilities' future remains unclear as Aqua assumes receivership 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/rhodes-utilities-future-remains-unclear-as-aqua-
assumes-receivership/article_b49e162a-90b3-11ef-93f8-5b1d0b41e75f.html 
 
Citizens’ Voice: WVSA officials show Wilkes-Barre council projects funded by ‘rain tax’ 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2024/10/23/wvsa-officials-show-wilkes-barre-council-projects-funded-
by-rain-tax/ 
 
WJAC: Mysterious green coloring in Johnstown river sparks concerns from residents 
https://wjactv.com/newsletter-daily/green-coloring-in-johnstown-river-sparks-concerns-from-
residents# 
 
WESA: Removal of dam on the Monongahela River dredges a fast track to normal navigation 
https://www.wesa.fm/development-transportation/2024-10-24/monongahela-river-dam-removal-
dredging-navigation 
 
Lancaster Online: $20M water pipe project would raise rates in Mount Joy Twp. 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/20m-water-pipe-project-would-raise-rates-in-mount-joy-
twp/article_dde4001c-90c2-11ef-b9ce-6b2527547511.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Pennsylvania American Water issues voluntary conservation notice to customers in 
southeast Berks 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/10/23/pennsylvania-american-water-issues-voluntary-
conservation-notice-for-some-customers/ 
 
CBS21: Mysterious green coloring in Johnstown river sparks concerns from residents 
https://local21news.com/news/local/green-coloring-in-johnstown-river-sparks-concerns-from-
residents# 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Plaintiffs want Bloomsburg Municipal Authority to reimburse $397G 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/102324/page/1/story/lawsuit-filed-over-400g-fees 
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Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Danville area to see perks of $750G in grants 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/102324/page/5/story/danville-area-to-see-perks-of-
750g-in-grants 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Sewer bills hiked in Conyngham Township to help cover legal fees; move 
comes after so-called “bombardment” of Right-to-Know requests 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/102124/page/1/story/sewer-bills-hiked-in-conyngham-
township-to-help-cover-legal-fees 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Councilwoman in sewer bill flap 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/101824/page/1/story/councilwoman-in-a-bill-flap 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
AP: The EPA imposes stricter standards to protect children from exposure to lead paint 
https://apnews.com/article/lead-paint-poisoning-children-health-epa-
12805d2eb5f15bd3987835fcce2650da 
 
PublicSource: Hollowed Out wins national environmental reporting award 
https://www.publicsource.org/publicsource-wins-2024-awards-pittsburgh/ 
 
Lancaster Online: Fire crews battle large woods fire in Drumore Township 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/fire-crews-battle-large-woods-fire-in-drumore-township-
update/article_b0c20088-915e-11ef-a270-6fa10ed4b71c.html 
 
Lebtown.com: Lebanon Valley Conservancy plants 50 native trees at Quittie wetland preserve 
https://lebtown.com/2024/10/24/lebanon-valley-conservancy-plants-50-native-trees-at-quittie-
wetland-preserve/ 
 
Reading Eagle: It’s bone-dry and getting drier; Berks fire officials warn against outdoor burning 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/10/23/its-bone-dry-and-getting-drier-berks-fire-officials-warn-
against-outdoor-burning/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Largest prescribed burn to date conducted on Raystown land 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/largest-prescribed-burn-to-date-conducted-on-
raystown-land/article_2c75cea2-915b-11ef-832b-dfe2d56df897.html 
 
FOX43: Wildlife rescue center urges residents to remove spotted lanternfly tape from tree trunks after 
owl is entangled, injured 
https://www.fox43.com/article/sports/outdoors/raven-ridge-wildlife-center-spotted-lanterfly-tape-
removal-owl-injured/521-0f5b9438-6250-4756-ac41-c7e3ccccdf68 
 
WGAL: Current conditions in south-central Pennsylvania increase fire risk 
https://www.wgal.com/article/south-central-pennsylvania-current-conditions-increase-fire-
risk/62698743 
 
WFMZ: Dry conditions spark brush fire warnings across Berks County 
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https://www.wgal.com/article/south-central-pennsylvania-current-conditions-increase-fire-risk/62698743
https://www.wgal.com/article/south-central-pennsylvania-current-conditions-increase-fire-risk/62698743


https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/dry-conditions-spark-brush-fire-warnings-across-berks-
county/article_39cce428-915b-11ef-914a-37d1013ae48a.html 
 
WBRE: The EPA imposes stricter standards to protect children from exposure to lead paint 
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/national/ap-epa-imposes-stricter-standards-to-protect-children-
from-exposure-to-lead-paint/ 
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