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Season's Greetings from DEP

By Patrick McDonnell, DEP Secretary

As 2020 draws to a close, there is an opportunity to reflect on
what has been a challenging but rewarding year at DEP.

DEP has accomplished a lot in 2020, despite a global
pandemic, and will continue to work to fulfill our mission of
protecting Pennsylvania's air, land and water from pollution
and to provide for the health and safety of its citizens through
a cleaner environment. In this issue of the newsletter below,
you’ll see how DEP is achieving that mission, through
engaging with local government partners to fight climate
change, improving water quality through watershed restoration
grants in the Chesapeake Bay watershed and beyond, and
helping farmers and small businesses reduce pollution and
save money. We have also found new ways to continue our
work while dealing with the ramifications of the COVID-19
pandemic, and maintaining our productivity.

Going into 2021, DEP will continue this trend. We’re in the middle of the comment period for the
draft regulation to cut down carbon pollution from power plants by taking part in the multi-state
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, which will improve our air quality and our health.

Wishing you a safe and happy holiday season, 

- DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell
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DEP  – Business as Usual Despite
COVID Pandemic

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
has continued to fulfill its mission during the
COVID-19 pandemic. While continuing to telework,
the Department has excelled in its ability to
maintain regulatory oversight of regulated entities
through permitting and enforcement as well as
responding to environmental complaints, emergencies and records requests.

Since the department transition to telework in March, DEP’s over 2,300 employees, following
guidance from the Governor and Secretary of Health, have:

Conducted 61,696 inspections
Processed 25,610 permit applications and authorizations
Processed 94% of Permit Decision Guarantee (PDG) applications and authorizations, despite
PDG being suspended for the duration of the disaster declaration
Responded to 221 environmental emergencies

While the pandemic has certainly made daily duties more challenging, it has also forced DEP to
think of better, more efficient ways to conduct business while outside of the office. One such way
was in the creation of OnBase, a cloud-based permit submission tool. In June, DEP launched this
new tool to better help businesses, many of which are also teleworking, and streamline the permit
review. The new tool lowers costs for DEP and applicants as a result of not needing paper or
mailing envelopes. It has increased efficiency for DEP, as applications can more easily be moved
between staff to prevent backlog. Most importantly, it has allowed DEP staff to continue to process
applications without going into an office, ensuring continued operations through pandemic
conditions. Since its launch, more than 2,000 applications have been submitted through OnBase.
This is just the latest in several electronic tools (e-permitting and e-inspections) initiated by the Wolf
administration to increase permitting efficiency while ensuring robust environmental reviews to
protect the environment. These previous efforts had resulted in a nearly 90 percent reduction in
DEP’s backlog of permits under review.

DEP Regional Offices, such as the Northwest Regional Office (NWRO) in Meadville, PA, have also
challenged staff to think outside the box to create new and efficient processes during this time. The
Air Quality program in the NWRO decided to utilize this opportunity to go paperless. Documents
and permit applications received in paper format are now scanned and final documents are issued
in electronic format, allowing the information to be easily shared between employees and regulated
facilities electronically which has eliminated the need to manually handle, file, maintain and mail
paper documents. Since making this change, the program has issued 199 permit actions
electronically and has reduced paper consumption by over 21,000 sheets of paper. The program
has also initiated a trial program to receive documents electronically to improve efficiency, minimize
paper submittals and reduce costs for regulated facilities.

It’s new and innovative ideas like these that have allowed DEP to excel during this pandemic.
Adapting to any situation is something DEP prides itself on, and PA residents can rest assured DEP
is, in fact, conducting business as usual.

DEP Provides $6 Million to Continue
Support for Eight Counties’
Accelerated Progress on Local Water
Quality Improvement in Chesapeake
Bay Watershed

DEP is providing just over $6 million in grant
funding to eight counties to continue support for
their accelerated progress in improving local water quality in Pennsylvania’s share of the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed.

Adams, Bedford, Centre, Cumberland, Franklin, Lancaster, Lebanon, and York counties will receive
2020 Environmental Stewardship Fund grants to build local engagement in best-practice projects to
reduce nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment pollution in local streams and rivers.

"Teams in these counties are forging through the challenges of the pandemic to make
unprecedented progress in increasing communities’ awareness that we can’t allow nutrient and
sediment runoff pollution to continue to degrade our waters without significant long-term impacts,"
said DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell.

"They’re reaching out and enlisting local farmers, municipalities, businesses, community
organizations, colleges, and other partners to develop strategies and determine project sites and
types that will benefit the landowner and community as well as water quality. They’re using local
data and water quality monitoring to maximize their impact and track their progress on specific
pollution reduction goals. They’re brainstorming all options for much needed funding support. DEP
is committed to providing as much support as it can to sustain these teams and the strong
momentum they’ve developed."

Read more.

Over 265 Municipalities Developing Local Climate Action Plans in New
DEP Program

The DEP Local Climate Action Program began its second year this fall, helping 21 participants,
representing 135 municipalities, conduct greenhouse gas inventories and form action plans to
reduce emissions and mitigate and adapt to climate change. They join 20 participants, representing
134 municipalities, who started the program in 2019. This month LCAP held its first online forum for
all participants, providing them an opportunity to share their challenges and successes in local
climate action planning and to learn from staff at DEP, the Pennsylvania Green Gov Council, and
the Departments of General Services and Conservation and Natural Resources about state
resources that can help. 

Find more information and the forum recording at dep.pa.gov/localclimateactionprogram.

DEP Awards $4.9 Million in Nonpoint Source Management Grants to 23
Watershed Restoration Projects Statewide

DEP awarded $4.9 million in Section 319 Nonpoint Source Management Grants to 23 projects that
will help communities and the environment around the state by restoring impaired watersheds.
About $3 million in 2021 grant funding is available for further project grant applications.

About 95 percent of water quality impaired watersheds in Pennsylvania are polluted by nonpoint
source pollution—water pollution that doesn’t come from a single specific discharge point, such as a
pipe. Section 319 Grants focus on reducing:

nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment pollution associated with agricultural activities, urban
stormwater, and streambank and shoreline erosion; and
iron, aluminum, and acidity pollution associated with energy resource extraction and acid
mine drainage (AMD).

The grant program supports projects that carry out best management practices (BMPs) specified in
Watershed Implementation Plans that have been developed for 36 watersheds around the state,
with special consideration given to projects in Pennsylvania’s share of the Chesapeake Bay
Watershed. It also supports development of Watershed Implementation Plans for other impaired
watersheds.

Read more.

Grants Available to Help Farmers and Small Businesses Save Money and
Reduce Pollution

Grant funding for energy efficiency and pollution prevention projects for small business owners and
farmers is still available from DEP through the Small Business Advantage Grant program.

Pennsylvania farmers and other small business owners with 100 or fewer full-time employees are
eligible for the grants. Projects must save the business a minimum of $500 and 25 percent annually
in energy consumption or pollution related expenses. Natural resource protection projects are
exempt from the minimums; however, the projects must be able to quantify sediment and nutrient
reductions into nearby waterways.

Businesses can apply for 50 percent matching funds for equipment or materials, up to $7,000,
when adopting energy-efficient or pollution prevention equipment or processes. Applications are
considered on a first come, first served basis, and will be accepted until fiscal year 2020-21 funds
are exhausted, or Monday, April 12, 2021, whichever occurs first.

Learn more and apply.

Wolf Administration Announces Winners
of the 2020 Governor’s Awards for
Environmental Excellence, 2021
Application Window Open

More than 60 applicants from across the
commonwealth nominated projects on energy
efficiency, emissions reduction, watershed restoration
and protection, environmental education opportunities,
and smart growth planning and design.

“These awards highlight the ingenuity and commitment Pennsylvanians have for protecting and
improving our environment,” said DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell. “The unique projects show how
communities, businesses, and educational organizations can come together to meet the diverse
needs of our environment.”

The Governor’s Awards for Environmental Excellence is open to any Pennsylvania business, farm,
government agency, educational institution, non-profit organization and individual that has created,
or participated in, the development of a project that promotes environmental stewardship and
economic development in Pennsylvania.

View the 2020 Award Winners
Apply for the 2021 Governor’s Awards for Environmental Excellence

NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE

Pennsylvania Receives National Reclamation Award

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection's Bureau of Abandoned Mine
Reclamation received the 2020 Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Awards national award for its
removal of 70 acres of hazardous coal refuse piles in Ehrenfeld, Cambria County.

Erosion blocked a tributary to the Little Conemaugh River, causing acidic water to leak into streams.
Also, burning refuse piles degraded the air quality for the residents. To mitigate these hazards, the
refuse piles were removed and burning stopped to improve the Little Conemaugh watershed. From
2016 to 2019, crews removed the refuse. The project was funded through the DEP's Abandoned
Mine Land Reclamation Economic Development Pilot Program.

Read more.

Coastal Resources Management
Program — Protecting Pennsylvania’s
Coastlines

Steelhead season is in full swing. The sounds of
anglers yelling, “Fish on!” can be heard along the
streams in northwestern Pennsylvania. Thousands of
anglers travel to the Erie area each year to try their
hand at landing a steelhead. Whether you are fishing
at one of the popular west-flowing streams such as Elk
Creek or Walnut Creek, or venture to the east-flowing
side to try your luck on one of the mile streams, one thing is certain—stream improvements are
constantly being made to enhance fish habitat and angler access to their favorite fishing holes.

Many of these improvements are due in part to efforts between the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission (PFBC) and the Coastal Resources Management Program (CRMP), which is managed
by the DEP. Most anglers are familiar with the PFBC and the amazing work this agency completes.
However, they may not be aware of the CRMP, a program that is celebrating an important
milestone this year.

For 40 years, the CRMP has been responsible for protecting and enhancing Pennsylvania’s two
coastal areas comprised of 77 miles of shoreline along Lake Erie, Erie County, and 112 miles of
coastline along the Delaware Estuary including portions of the Schuylkill River that flow through
Philadelphia, Bucks, and Delaware counties. Since its inception in 1980, the CRMP has provided
funding opportunities toward countless projects that have created improvements in water quality,
research, fisheries, boat launches, ramps, shoreline restoration, and bluff protection. 

Read more.

New Mural Highlights Peregrine Falcons in Downtown Harrisburg

Peregrine falcons are a common sight around the Rachel Carson State Office Building on Market
Street in downtown Harrisburg, but now there is one more falcon calling the area home. Just
around the corner from the Rachel Carson State Office Building by the Chestnut Street Garage is a
new mural to brighten the neighborhood: a peregrine falcon surrounded by mountain laurel,
Pennsylvania's state flower.

Painted by artist Emily Matusz, the mural is a collaboration between Sprocket Mural Works,
Harrisburg Downtown Improvement District (HDID), and Harristown Enterprises.

Visitors to the mural can look just beyond the beautifully painted falcon along Blackberry Street
under the Chestnut Street Garage and see the ledge of the Rachel Carson building, where two
resident peregrine falcons make their nest. Peregrine falcons have made their home year after year
on the 15th floor of the building. 

Read more.

Air Quality: Particulate Matter (PM) 101

You probably remember learning the basics of air pollution in school; words like ozone, CFCs, acid
rain, greenhouse gases, and smog filled textbooks, homework, and quizzes. We learned that
aerosols were harmful to the ozone layer, and we saw dramatic before-and-after photos of cities
completely hidden behind heavy black clouds.

While most of us no longer have Science tests to pass, there are a few important air quality terms
we should all know and pay attention to. It's likely you may have seen an Air Quality Alert from DEP
or noticed your weather app warning about unsafe air pollution. When thinking about air quality or
air pollution, it's important to understand particulate matter, or PM.

Read more.

Attention Home Heating Oil Users:
Check Your Tanks To Prevent Costly
Leaks and Spills

Whether a heating oil tank is located indoors or
outdoors, aboveground or underground, spills and
leaks can potentially occur during the tank's lifetime.

When released indoors, heating oil can damage both a
home and its contents and cause health problems.
When released to the environment, heating oil can pollute drinking water supplies, contaminate
soils and expose a tank owner to liability if neighboring properties are affected by the release.
Heating oil releases can also be expensive to clean up and may not be covered by homeowner
insurance policies.

Read more.

Divers Volunteer Time To Clean up
Presque Isle Waters

The International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) is the world’s
largest volunteer effort to improve the health of the
world’s oceans and waterways. For the last 33 years,
the ICC has brought communities together with the
common goal of collecting and documenting the trash
littering their coastline.

Erie County has been involved in the ICC for the past
18 years in an effort to protect the Commonwealth’s 77 miles of Lake Erie coastline. This year’s
cleanup efforts focused on 20 sites along the Lake Erie shoreline and watershed. 753 volunteers
removed 2,119 pounds of trash, tires and other littered items from along the shoreline and
waterways, and 209 bags of trash were collected. Cleanup efforts weren’t only limited to the land
though. For the second straight year, dive teams took to the water on Presque Isle. Twenty-one
divers focused cleanup efforts in Misery Bay near Perry’s Monument and collected over 120
pounds of trash.

Read more.

TOO GOOD NOT TO SHARE

Gov. Wolf Announces Plan to Address
Flooding Caused by Climate Change

As communities across Pennsylvania increasingly
experience flooding caused by intense, short-duration
storms due to climate change, Governor Tom Wolf
announced executive actions that will support
communities that are impacted by flooding.

“The dangers brought on by climate change are
affecting Pennsylvania communities right now,
endangering both lives and livelihoods. These types of storms often fail to reach the thresholds for
federal disaster aid, which leave municipalities and the state struggling to cover millions of dollars in
recovery costs,” Gov. Wolf said. “We need to take immediate steps to mitigate those dangers and
protect Pennsylvanians, especially as so many are already struggling financially due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.”

Read more.

Centuries-Old Susquehanna
Petroglyphs Give History a Personal
Touch

On a series of large rocks in the middle of the
Susquehanna River, the story of the region’s
inhabitants is etched in stone.

From about 1,000 to 500 years ago, the Algonquin-
speaking Shenks Ferry people made carvings on
river rocks at a handful of sites spanning about 30
miles from Wrightsville, Pennsylvania, to just over
the Maryland border. The petroglyphs show an
array of figures, including symbolic depictions of people, wildlife, spiritual connections and other
information. When the Shenks Ferry people were displaced by the Susquehannocks around the
year 1450, no more indigenous carvings were made in the area.

The nature of the rock—an extremely hard mineral known as granitic mica schist—has preserved
many of the petroglyphs through centuries of weathering by floods and ice. The rock is so hard that
just a small dot, known as a cupule, would take about 20 minutes to carve. This tells us that making
each petroglyph took a very long time and held great meaning.

Read more.

Master Watershed Steward Program
Announces Statewide Watershed-
Friendly Property Certification

The certification program is a collaboration
between the Penn State Extension Master
Watershed Steward Program and The Nurture
Nature Center and received funding from DEP’s
2020 Environmental Education Grants Program.

For two years, a team of Master Watershed
Stewards volunteered to research and compose
the application’s questions, statements, resources,
and educational materials. The Nurture Nature Center designed the online application, yard sign,
and educational materials. 

The application is open to all residents, schools, places of worship, municipal buildings, small
businesses, and others who management properties between 0.1-15 acres.

Learn more.

DCNR Puts Renewed Focus on
Streamside Forests 

Over the past few years, DCNR has put a renewed
focus on streamside forests, or the implementation
of riparian forest buffers as a best management
practice for water quality.

Riparian forest buffers have come into focus in
Pennsylvania as the commonwealth strives to meet
the federal mandates set by the Environmental Protection Agency for reducing nutrient and
sediment pollution in the Chesapeake Bay.

More than half of the land area in Pennsylvania is a part of the Chesapeake Bay watershed, and
our state is the largest source of pollution flowing into the Chesapeake Bay and damaging its
health.

But riparian forest buffers aren’t only good for the Bay, they’re essential to future of Pennsylvania,
our citizens, and our natural resources.

Pennsylvania has a goal of planting 95,000 acres of streamside buffers statewide by 2025.

Read more.
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