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Top DEP Stories 
 
Pennlive: Environmentalists host conference to discuss Harrisburg’s sewage-contaminated water: ‘I 
didn’t realize it was this bad’ 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2019/08/environmentalists-host-conference-to-discus-harrisburgs-
sewage-contaminated-water-i-didnt-realize-it-was-this-bad.html 
 
Pennlive: Amid E. coli concerns, Harrisburg's City Island Beach keep-out sign is hard to find 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/08/amid-e-coli-concerns-harrisburgs-city-island-beach-keep-out-sign-
is-hard-to-find.php 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Wolf tells pipeline activists he won't shut down Mariner East 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/08/wolf-tells-pipeline-activists-he-wont-shut-down-mariner-east.php 
 
ABC27: Report: Sewage releases increased in Harrisburg, unsafe bacteria levels in river 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/harrisburg/report-sewage-releases-increased-in-harrisburg-unsafe-
bacteria-levels-in-river/ 
 
CBS21: Report: Unsafe levels of raw sewage and E. Coli in Susquehanna River 
https://local21news.com/news/local/report-unsafe-levels-of-raw-sewage-in-susquehanna-river 
 
FOX43: Billions of gallons of human waste, stormwater released into Susquehanna River, according to 
released report 
https://fox43.com/2019/08/22/billions-of-gallons-of-human-waste-stormwater-released-into-
susquehanna-river-according-to-released-report/ 
 
WGAL: Environmental group says raw sewage in Susquehanna River is growing problem 
https://www.wgal.com/article/environmental-group-says-raw-sewage-in-susquehanna-river-in-
harrisburg-is-growing-problem/28786995 
 
Erie Times: DEP weighing Erie Coke settlement offer 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20190822/dep-weighing-erie-coke-settlement-offer 
 
WICU-TV: Erie Coke Makes Settlement Counteroffer 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/40952561/erie-coke-makes-settlement-counteroffer 
 
WJET-TV: Erie Coke makes counteroffer to DEP 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/erie-coke-makes-counteroffer-to-dep/ 
 
Mentions 
 
Times News: Weatherly mayor defends borough over article on water  
https://www.tnonline.com/weatherly-mayor-defends-borough-over-article-water 
 
Beaver County Times: DEP: Beaver County Conservation District acted without “sound judgement” in 
permits 
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https://www.timesonline.com/news/20190822/dep-beaver-county-conservation-district-acted-without-
sound-judgement-in-permits 
 
WTAE: Hazmat, DEP called to overturned tractor-trailer in Elizabeth Township 
https://www.wtae.com/article/hazmat-dep-called-to-overturned-tractor-trailer-in-elizabeth-
township/28791902 
 
Observer-Reporter: Consent order bars landfill that takes fracking waste from sending discharge to 
BVMA 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/consent-order-bars-landfill-that-takes-fracking-waste-
from-sending/article_8e4bd4d0-c444-11e9-a7a2-e3e0b0d6e900.html 
 
Restore Pennsylvania 
 
Wellsboro Gazette: DEP to hold public meeting in Mansfield to discuss flooding 
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/the_wellsboro_mansfield_gazette/dep-to-hold-public-meeting-in-
mansfield-to-discuss-flooding/article_bd0d1691-21c5-5e53-bbaa-7771561ca661.html 
 
Pottstown Mercury: Christian Leinbach speaks out against Gov. Wolf's Restore Pennsylvania 
infrastructure plan 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/christian-leinbach-speaks-out-against-gov-wolf-s-restore-
pennsylvania/article_f3fd20c4-c5a0-11e9-82fa-9f16e55974ed.html 
 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star: Gov. Wolf touted near-majority backing for his infrastructure plan in June. 
Environmental advocates are trying to chip away at that support 
https://www.penncapital-star.com/energy-environment/gov-wolf-touted-near-majority-backing-for-his-
infrastructure-plan-in-june-environmental-advocates-are-trying-to-chip-away-at-that-support/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Christian Leinbach speaks out against Gov. Wolf's Restore Pennsylvania infrastructure 
plan 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/berks-county-commissioner-speaks-out-against-gov-tom-
wolfs-restore-pennsylvania-infrastructure-plan 
 
Climate Change 
 
Pennlive: 'End of the planet’ or Aladdin’s cave? Climate change turns Arctic into strategic, economic 
hotspot 
https://www.pennlive.com/nation-world/2019/08/end-of-the-planet-or-aladdins-cave-climate-change-
turns-arctic-into-strategic-economic-hotspot.html 
 
Energy 
 
Republican Herald: Petition aims to stiffen wind turbine rules 
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/petition-aims-to-stiffen-wind-turbine-rules-1.2522419 
 
Sayre Morning Times: Planning board split yet again on solar project proposal 
http://www.morning-times.com/news/article_0cd0cebd-d8ea-5a62-88d8-5d3ae6cac66b.html 
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Morning Call: Where do Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania rank when it comes to clean energy? 
https://www.mcall.com/business/mc-biz-renewable-energy-report-20190822-
giwa7p6h4bhntaesg6ptrcvjfa-story.html 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
New Castle News: County, city interpret definition of blight 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/county-city-interpret-definition-of-
blight/article_b42f8c96-f840-59cf-9ad8-f8f5b80c1c22.html 
 
Times Observer: 2019 Allegheny River clean-up 
http://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2019/08/2019-allegheny-river-clean-up/ 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Philly refinery sets up $2.8 million fund for laid-off workers; to retain 83 as 
‘caretakers’ 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/energy/idle-philly-refinery-pes-agrees-to-keep-83-caretaker-
employees-20190822.html 
 
Daily Local News: Gov. Wolf visits pipeline construction site in Chesco 
https://www.dailylocal.com/news/local/gov-wolf-visits-pipeline-construction-site-in-
chesco/article_afb7c536-c523-11e9-b1ad-47a95a8d1b68.html 
 
Phoenixville Reporter & Item: Gov. Wolf visits pipeline construction site in Chesco 
https://www.phoenixvillenews.com/gov-wolf-visits-pipeline-construction-site-in-
chesco/article_e275df30-0cfa-5eed-991a-8d8ffdf7cdcc.html 
 
WHYY: No severance pay or benefits for PES refinery workers; next round of layoffs Friday 
https://whyy.org/articles/no-severance-pay-or-benefits-for-pes-refinery-workers-next-round-of-layoffs-
friday/ 
 
PFAS 
 
Doylestown Intelligencer: Gov. Wolf announces $3.8M to help PFAS-contaminated communities in 
Bucks, Montco 
https://www.theintell.com/news/20190822/gov-wolf-announces-38m-to-help-pfas-contaminated-
communities-in-bucks-montco 
 
CBS3 Philly: Pennsylvania Approves Nearly $4 Million Grant To Treat PFAS In Drinking Water 
https://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2019/08/22/pennsylvania-approves-nearly-4-million-grant-to-treat-
pfas-in-drinking-water/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Gov. Wolf pledges $3.8M for PFAS-tainted water in Philly suburbs 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/pfa-pfoa-treatment-money-bucks-montgomery-wolf-
20190822.html 
 
The Morning Call: Pennsylvania OKs $3.8M to treat PFAS in drinking water 
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https://www.mcall.com/news/pennsylvania/mc-nws-pa-drinking-water-20190822-
6kosjqefnnbmvo2eogrxc6mmm4-story.html 
 
KYW: Pa. to cover surcharges for residents paying extra for clean water amid PFAS seepage 
https://kywnewsradio.radio.com/articles/news/pa-cover-surcharges-residents-paying-extra-water 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Pennsylvania OKs $3.8M to treat chemicals in drinking water 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/pennsylvania-oks-m-to-treat-chemicals-in-drinking-
water/article_2e86a743-a1ae-57de-a4e0-48e3d333a639.html 
 
WITF/WHYY: Wolf allocates $3.8M for PFAS treatment, eliminating surcharges on water bills 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/08/wolf-allocates-38m-for-pfas-treatment-eliminating-surcharges-on-
water-bills.php 
 
ABC27: $3.8 million grant to aid Philadelphia area water treatment 
https://www.abc27.com/news/pennsylvania/3-8-million-grant-to-aid-philadelphia-area-water-
treatment/ 
 
CBS21: Pennsylvania OKs $3.8M to treat PFAS in drinking water 
https://local21news.com/news/local/pennsylvania-oks-38m-to-treat-pfas-in-drinking-water 
 
The Reporter: Gov. Wolf announces $3.8 million in state funds for contamination cleanup 
https://www.thereporteronline.com/news/gov-wolf-announces-million-in-state-funds-for-
contamination-cleanup/article_e82312bc-c4fc-11e9-a28a-df7fa4eb3667.html  
 
AP News: Pennsylvania OKs $3.8M to treat chemicals in drinking water 
https://www.apnews.com/696c212f2b244a3f8903d35a8081d97d  
 
FOX29: Pennsylvania OKs $3.8M to treat contaminants in drinking water 
https://www.fox29.com/news/pennsylvania-oks-3-8m-to-treat-contaminants-in-drinking-water 
 
WPVI-TV: Gov. Wolf, local officials announce grant to help with water contamination 
https://6abc.com/health/gov-wolf-local-officials-announce-grant-to-help-with-water-
contamination/5486243/ 
 
WFMZ: Gov. Wolf says state is working to address toxic chemicals in drinking water 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/pennsylvania/gov-wolf-says-state-is-working-to-address-toxic-chemicals-
in-drinking-water/1112303573 
 
Vector Management 
 
Pennlive: Two more samples test positive for West Nile Virus in Cumberland County 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2019/08/two-more-samples-test-positive-for-west-nile-virus-in-
cumberland-county.html 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: West Nile found in mosquitoes collected in Camp Hill, Silver Spring Township 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/communities/west_shore/west-nile-found-in-mosquitoes-collected-
in-camp-hill-silver/article_47794758-e4f0-5785-8380-1dd30f3c5bec.html 
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WITF: Research looks at effectiveness of biopesticide on invasive insect 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/08/research-looks-at-effectiveness-of-biopesticide-on-invasive-
insect.php 
 
Express Times: So a spotted lanternfly flew in your house. Is an infestation next? 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2019/08/so-a-spotted-lanternfly-flew-in-your-house-is-an-
infestation-next.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: Mosquito tests positive for West Nile Virus in Centre County 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article234301417.html 
 
StateCollege.com: Mosquito Tests Positive for West Nile Virus in Ferguson Township 
http://www.statecollege.com/news/local-news/mosquito-tests-positive-for-west-nile-virus-in-ferguson-
township,1480878/ 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Spotted lanternflies reach adulthood, and they've been spotted in Manheim 
Township 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/spotted-lanternflies-reach-adulthood-and-they-ve-been-
spotted-in/article_4f2ed980-c504-11e9-8fc6-63fb62ff6e82.html 
 
Waste 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Lancaster County must rise to the challenge of recycling properly 
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/lancaster-county-must-rise-to-the-challenge-of-
recycling-properly/article_885dd242-c527-11e9-a955-6b1b28b89c19.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Annual river cleanup scheduled for Sunday  
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/annual-river-cleanup-scheduled-for-
sunday/article_c13e75c8-82c9-50dd-8ee9-0551316e1a95.html 
 
Water 
 
York Daily Record: Street art on storm drains in downtown York reminds people to protect their 
waterways 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2019/08/22/street-art-storm-drains-reminds-people-protect-their-
waterways-downtown-york/2054680001/ 
 
York Dispatch: York County OKs stormwater monitoring stations 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/2019/08/22/york-county-oks-stormwater-monitoring-
stations/2075880001/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Bedford vandals open 4 fire hydrants; water was cloudy 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2019/08/bedford-vandals-open-4-fire-hydrants-
water-was-cloudy/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Lawsuits from owners of water-damaged Toll Bros. houses can go forward, judges 
rule 
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https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2019/08/22/street-art-storm-drains-reminds-people-protect-their-waterways-downtown-york/2054680001/
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https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/2019/08/22/york-county-oks-stormwater-monitoring-stations/2075880001/
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http://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2019/08/bedford-vandals-open-4-fire-hydrants-water-was-cloudy/
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https://www.inquirer.com/business/toll-brothers-water-damage-arbitration-superior-court-decision-
20190822.html 
 
Republican Herald: Aqua Pennsylvania offers look at replacement project in Lavelle 
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/aqua-pennsylvania-offers-look-at-replacement-project-in-
lavelle-1.2522396 
 
Meadville Tribune: Water fluoridation begins Aug. 28 in Meadville   
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/water-fluoridation-begins-aug-in-
meadville/article_8d79e72a-c513-11e9-b65b-2f80903400da.html 
 
The Derrick: Disaster outreach center to open in New Bethlehem 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/disaster-outreach-center-to-open-in-new-
bethlehem/article_060e8ee8-c542-5b17-9781-6af12e45f483.html 
 
The Derrick: Cranberry supervisors hear 2 inquiries related to flooding 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/community_news/cranberry-supervisors-hear-inquiries-related-to-
flooding/article_111c0571-f49f-56fa-8000-c255669fc5f7.html 
 
Gant Daily: Clearfield Municipal Authority to Flush Distribution System 
https://gantdaily.com/2019/08/23/clearfield-municipal-authority-to-flush-distribution-system/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Emergency officials: Overturned truck spills ‘unknown material’ into Yough River 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/emergency-officials-overturned-truck-spills-unknown-
material-into-yough-river/ 
 
WPXI: 4,800 gallons of 'unknown substance' spills into Yough River when tractor-trailer flips over 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/4-800-gallons-of-unknown-substance-spills-into-yough-river-
when-tractor-trailer-flips-over/978603481 
 
Tribune-Review: Springdale water system renovation 80% complete, but discolored water will stay 
awhile 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-water-system-renovation-80-complete-
discolored-water-will-stay-for-awhile/ 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Lewistown Sentinel: Vet school teams up with game commission 
http://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/local-news/2019/08/vet-school-teams-up-with-game-
commission/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Exhibit highlights environmental problems  
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/exhibit-highlights-environmental-
problems/article_47709719-75fc-5c98-8be7-ef7f30af3f78.html 
 
Titusville Herald: Portion of road near Allegheny National Forest closed (pg 2) 
http://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/page_d41290b2-f3d6-5ffd-84cd-
c68a36e44841.html#page_a2 
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