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Top DEP Stories

Scranton Times: State audit of Scranton 2016 sewer sale may never get off ground; Pa. Auditor General
cites state budget cuts reduced his staff
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/state-audit-of-scranton-2016-sewer-sale-may-never-get-off-
ground-pa-auditor-general-cites-state-budget-cuts-reduced-his-staff-1.2577323

Standard Speaker: Walter Dam resolution
https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/carbon-commissioner-ends-his-tenure-1.2577218

Scranton Times: Keystone landfill leachate application posted online on DEP website
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/keystone-landfill-leachate-application-posted-online-on-dep-
website-1.2576483

Mentions

KDKA: ‘1 Wish They Had Closed It Down’: Not Everyone Is Happy That Jeannette’s Hemp-Drying Facility Is
Reopening
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/12/27/not-everyone-is-happy-that-jeannettes-hemp-drying-
facility-is-reopening/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Nature Play starts to take shape; project includes stormwater measures
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2019/12/nature-play-starts-to-take-shape/

Citizens’ Voice: Controversial stormwater fee among top news stories of 2019
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/controversial-stormwater-fee-among-top-news-stories-of-2019-
1.2577006

Air

Philadelphia Citizen: Guest commentary: Say no to methane
https://thephiladelphiacitizen.org/epa-methane-emissions-rollback/

Restore Pennsylvania

Morning Call: Your View by Gov. Tom Wolf: Pennsylvania will enter new decade with positive changes
https://www.mcall.com/opinion/mc-opi-end-of-the-year-wolf-20191227-rzpdps5krifolmyenxomijybjwg-
story.html

Climate Change

Shamokin News-Item: Slippery salvation: Could seaweed as cow feed help climate?
https://www.newsitem.com/news/national/slippery-salvation-could-seaweed-as-cow-feed-help-
climate/article 32bd0bf5-28a6-5d00-9613-cd2f90a6dd57.html

York Dispatch: EDITORIAL: The two sides of 2019, personified



https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/editorials/2019/12/29/op-ed-two-sides-2019-
personified/2769152001/

Bucks County Courier Times: Guest Opinion: Environmental activists seem to be all talk and little action
(Opinion)
https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/opinion/20191228/guest-opinion-environmental-activists-
seem-to-be-all-talk-and-little-action

Conservation & Recreation

Times Observer: Recycling local Christmas trees for the fish
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2019/12/recycling-local-christmas-trees-for-the-fish/

Butler Eagle: Start New Year with walk in the park
http://www.butlereagle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AlD=/20191228/NEWS01/712289975/-1/News

Bradford Era: Discover E: Animal Tracks set for Jan. 18 at Kinzua Bridge State Park
http://www.bradfordera.com/bradford/discover-e-animal-tracks-set-for-jan-at-kinzua-
bridge/article 867f2870-5dc1-5c04-8929-af3e4735375a.html

Bradford Era: Winter Bird Feeding program set at Kinzua Bridge
http://www.bradfordera.com/bradford/winter-bird-feeding-program-set-at-kinzua-
bridge/article 4136b3d0-0982-5ca9-aa63-d08ac2b0da66.html

Bradford Era: First Day hikes set at parks on Jan. 1
http://www.bradfordera.com/bradford/first-day-hikes-set-at-parks-on-jan/article 4742f916-a377-517d-
a2e93-55555408639f.html

Bloomsburg Press Enterprise: First Day Hikes will be held at state parks Jan. 1
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/122719/page/4/story/first-day-hikes-will-be-held-at-
state-parks-jan-1

Lancaster Newspapers: Ugly 'Frankenfish' is spreading, threatening Pennsylvania game fish
https://lancasteronline.com/sports/outdoors/ugly-frankenfish-is-spreading-threatening-pennsylvania-
game-fish/article f7c¢6789c-2674-11ea-9736-93b090e24de8.html

Altoona Mirror: Hikers hit trails to mark new year
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2019/12/hikers-hit-trails-to-mark-new-year/

Northcentralpa.com: On the first day of Christmas bird counting, we saw five escaped pheasants and
chickadees in trees
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/on-the-first-day-of-christmas-bird-counting-we-

saw/article ddc0101a-28f0-11ea-bea0-1bd886968ba9.html

Northcentralpa.com: Good news, Eagle Cam lovers: There’s a new nest to watch
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/announcements/good-news-eagle-cam-lovers-there-s-a-new-
nest/article 00el186ee-2853-11ea-ac53-6f5e1f3e60ec.html




GANT Daily: Programs Announced at Parker Dam State Park
https://gantdaily.com/2019/12/27/programs-announced-at-parker-dam-state-park-4/

Tribune-Review: New invasive species app for public promotes early detection of aquatic invaders
https://triblive.com/local/regional/new-invasive-species-app-for-public-promotes-early-detection-of-
aquatic-invaders/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Sending children outside to play just got better
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/editorials/2019/12/sending-children-outside-to-play-just-got-

better/

Energy

Huntingdon Daily News: Energy usage up in winter
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/energy-usage-up-in-winter/article eefd17a2-309b-
5fec-a94a-757295f1c0d6.html

Lock Haven Express: You’d better be shopping for electricity; State Public Utility Commission says winter
rates increasing
https://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/columns/2019/12/youd-better-be-shopping-for-electricity/

Shamokin News-Item: States charge more for electric cars as new laws take effect
https://www.newsitem.com/news/national/states-charge-more-for-electric-cars-as-new-laws-
take/article 20da4c5c-a5db-5baf-ac57-9b6af1492687.html

Philadelphia Inquirer: Philly’s largest solar installation planned as part of new LNG plant in Passyunk
https://www.inquirer.com/business/energy/liberty-energy-trust-pgw-derek-green-solar-power-natural-
gas-20191227.html

Oil and Gas

Tribune-Review: Philly refinery, a big polluter, shut down 6 months ago. So, do we have cleaner air?
https://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/philly-refinery-a-big-polluter-shut-down-6-months-ago-so-do-
we-have-cleaner-air/

Wesa.fm: Natural Gas Production Headed For A Slow-Down In 2020
https://www.wesa.fm/post/natural-gas-production-headed-slow-down-2020

Observer-Reporter: Once a booming industry, natural gas is in midst of a bust
https://observer-reporter.com/business/once-a-booming-industry-natural-gas-is-in-midst-
of/article a8b20942-1db4-11ea-8ebe-6363bb7d3371.html

Vector Management

Pennlive: New effort to protect Pennsylvania’s state bird from mosquitoes
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2019/12/new-effort-to-protect-pennsylvanias-state-bird-from-
mosquitoes.html




Bradford Era: Spotting the spotted lanternfly
http://www.bradfordera.com/bradford/spotting-the-spotted-lanternfly/article 8308c39a-0890-59af-
abcf-d9eb6f4a8a2d.html

BillyPenn.com: 19 Philadelphia stories you hated to see in 2019
https://billypenn.com/2019/12/28/19-philadelphia-stories-you-hated-to-see-in-2019/

Waste

WPXI: Pennsylvania farm recycling Christmas trees in unique way
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/pennsylvania-farm-recycling-christmas-trees-unique-
way/GOOMNKQTHSAQDPIJC7IIJDLRSWU/

Philadelphia Inquirer: Ready to recycle your Christmas tree? Feed it to some goats or help restore the
Shore.
https://www.inquirer.com/news/christmas-tree-philadelphia-recycling-disposal-20191228.html

KDKA: ‘Target’s Plastic Bags Are Choking The Earth’: A Petition Gains Nearly 500K Signatures
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/12/29/targets-plastic-bags-are-choking-the-earth-a-petition-
gains-nearly-500k-signatures/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: The Break Room offers stress relief and a smashing good time
https://www.sungazette.com/news/business/2019/12/the-break-room-offers-stress-relief-and-a-
smashing-good-time/

Times Leader: Volunteers take aim at trash in WB
https://www.timesleader.com/news/767372/volunteers-take-aim-at-trash-in-wb

WNEP: Non-Profit Works to Clean Up Wilkes-Barre
https://wnep.com/2019/12/27/non-profit-works-to-clean-up-wilkes-barre/

Water

WPXI: Fire goes to 2 alarms, water main break causes flames to rekindle
https://www.wpxi.com/news/fire-goes-2-alarms-water-main-break-causes-flames-
rekindle/41VL3EPXSFGRZGZD704BPXNFWM/

Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Sanitary repair policy revised by authority
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2019/12/sanitary-repair-policy-revised-by-authority/

Reading Eagle: Reading underground: 250-mile sewer system stands the test of time
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/reading-underground--mile-sewer-system-stands-the-test-
of/article 92a603d8-212e-11ea-be07-3fe90885995d.html

Centre Daily Times: Last year was the wettest on record in Centre County. Here’s how 2019 compared,
and what’s next
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article237403774.html




Bloomsburg Press Enterprise: Berwick to pay to remove trees (Water woes)
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/122819/page/5/story/berwick-to-pay-to-remove-trees

Shamokin News-Item: AQUA provides award-winning quality water thanks to Roaring Creek supply
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/agua-provides-award-winning-quality-water-thanks-to-roaring-
creek/article 174ef8b5-e3df-5d91-a0ae-0f80dal0diab.html

The Express-Times: The Delaware River has gotten cleaner, but challenges persist | Opinion
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/opinion/2019/12/the-delaware-river-has-gotten-cleaner-but-
challenges-persist-opinion.html

Citizens’ Voice: Wilkes-Barre officials work to address flood systems
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/wilkes-barre-officials-work-to-address-flood-systems-1.2576453

Miscellaneous

Titusville Herald: States charge more for electric cars as new laws take effect (pg 1)
https://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/page 35f1dcb5-2f74-5930-9913-cc6524eafa43.html

Reading Eagle: Sinkholes in Reading neighborhood trigger growing safety concerns
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/local/sinkholes-in-reading-neighborhood-trigger-growing-safety-
concerns/article d0425b0e-28f6-11ea-bad4-dfa5586b2cac.html

DuBois Courier-Express: Winter Wonders at the Weather Discovery Center
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/winter-wonders-at-the-weather-discovery-
center/article c9e9bb3a-8d39-52d5-b969-1e30eade25da.html

Post-Gazette: Boy's lead poisoning pushes grandmother to assert tenant rights
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2019/12/29/Boy-lead-poisoning-grandmother-
Wilkinsburg-landlord-tenant-allegheny-health/stories/201912170177




