
 
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If you need access to these clips, email me at djagiela@pa.gov.   
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
Beaver County Radio: DEP Holds Hearings on Joining Climate Program 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/dep‐holds‐hearings‐on‐joining‐climate‐program/ 
 
Mentions   
 
Renovo Record: REC Project Comment Period Ends Monday 
 https://therecord‐online.com/site/archives/64767  
 
Chesapeake Bay Journal: How regulators loosened pollution reins during early days of COVID‐19 
https://www.bayjournal.com/news/policy/how‐regulators‐loosened‐pollution‐reins‐during‐early‐days‐
of‐covid‐19/article_d2b13364‐367a‐11eb‐ba71‐cb65e8be6ae4.html  
 
Post‐Gazette: Pennsylvania Turnpike to relocate a stream to address chronic flooding near McDonald 
https://www.post‐gazette.com/news/transportation/2020/12/06/Southern‐Beltway‐flooding‐
McDonald‐Pennsylvania‐Turnpike‐Route‐980‐Cecil/stories/202012040169 
 
Air 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Crematorium issue to be heard Dec. 21  
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/crematorium‐issue‐to‐be‐heard‐dec‐
21/article_d8467997‐21c8‐549e‐a3e0‐9d00e0f00420.html 
 
Washington Post: Trump Administration rejects tougher standards on soot, a deadly air pollutant 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate‐environment/2020/12/07/trump‐air‐pollution/  
 
Climate Change 
 
Meadville Tribune: Wolf calls for better planning to limit devastation caused by climate change‐fueled 
flooding 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/wolf‐calls‐for‐better‐planning‐to‐limit‐devastation‐caused‐by‐
climate‐change‐fueled‐flooding/article_58ec7c7b‐a8b9‐5338‐91bb‐c61f5bd57348.html 
 
Post‐Gazette: Scientific truth 
https://www.post‐gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/12/04/Scientific‐truth/stories/202012040106  
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Tribune‐Review: Coronavirus safe: Online sales of fishing licenses double, 2021 licenses now available 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/coronavirus‐safe‐online‐sales‐of‐fishing‐licenses‐double‐2021‐
licenses‐now‐available/ 
 
Tribune‐Review: DCNR cancels all in‐person events due to covid concerns 
https://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/dcnr‐cancels‐all‐in‐person‐events‐due‐to‐covid‐concerns/ 



 
Tribune‐Review: Audubon Society’s Christmas bird count still on, but things will be different this year 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/christmas‐bird‐count‐still‐on/ 
 
Tribune‐Review: Seven Springs prepping for ‘mid‐December’ opening amid new covid restrictions 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/seven‐springs‐prepping‐for‐mid‐december‐opening‐amid‐new‐
covid‐restrictions/ 
 
Post‐Gazette: Winter ticks in Pennsylvania could pose risk for deer, elk 
https://www.post‐gazette.com/life/outdoors/2020/12/04/Winter‐ticks‐Pennsylvania‐hunters‐hikers‐
deer‐elk‐moose/stories/202012040123  
 
Tribune‐Review: Christmas tree sales going well in Western Pa., but growers see scarcity of trees in 
future 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/christmas‐tree‐sales‐going‐well‐in‐western‐pa‐but‐growers‐
see‐scarity‐of‐trees‐in‐future/ 
 
Tribune‐Review: Pa. Veteran Farming Project joins initiative to plant 10 million trees 
https://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/pa‐veteran‐farming‐project‐joins‐initiative‐to‐plant‐10‐million‐
trees/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Lead in Game Meat a Health Risk for Hunting Families and Food Bank Recipients 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/lead‐in‐game‐meat‐a‐health‐risk‐for‐hunting‐families‐and‐food‐bank‐
recipients/ 
   
WESA: Despite Cold Weather, Pittsburghers Can Still Safely Enjoy The Outdoors 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/despite‐cold‐weather‐pittsburghers‐can‐still‐safely‐enjoy‐
outdoors#stream/0  
 
New Castle News: First Day Hikes among state park cancellations 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/first‐day‐hikes‐among‐state‐park‐
cancellations/article_76298c72‐fc11‐55af‐9de6‐640ac396e422.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: DCNR grant to aid project 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/dcnr‐grant‐to‐aid‐project/article_dc6e9455‐6c18‐
5a1e‐991f‐9eed006e3b05.html 
 
WGAL: Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources cancels all in‐person events, 
programs 
https://www.wgal.com/article/pennsylvania‐department‐of‐conservation‐and‐natural‐resources‐
cancels‐all‐in‐person‐events‐programs/34881431 
 
WTAJ: DCNR Cancels All Organized In‐Person Events, Programs in State Parks, Forests due to rising 
COVID‐19 Cases 
https://www.wearecentralpa.com/news/dcnr‐cancels‐all‐organized‐in‐person‐events‐programs‐in‐
state‐parks‐forests‐due‐to‐rising‐covid‐19‐cases/ 
 
Energy 



 
Scranton Times:  COLTS natural gas station on hold with headquarters upgrade due 
https://www.thetimes‐tribune.com/news/colts‐natural‐gas‐station‐on‐hold‐with‐headquarters‐
upgrade‐due/article_82a9dda4‐b118‐51bc‐9a80‐a60ea46baed6.html 
 
Citizens Voice:  Mine‐scarred land could serve as sites for solar energy projects 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/mine‐scarred‐land‐could‐serve‐as‐sites‐for‐solar‐energy‐
projects/article_a9f46692‐7e2f‐51d7‐a987‐40090cbc74d8.html 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Post‐Gazette: Rockefeller Center on the Mon? Foundations consider New York firm for master developer 
at Hazelwood Green 
https://www.post‐gazette.com/business/development/2020/12/05/Rockefeller‐Center‐Almono‐LTV‐
Coke‐Works‐Hazelwood‐Green‐Tishman‐Speyer‐Monongahla‐River/stories/202012040160  
 
Mining 
 
KDKA: Greene County Remembers Miners Killed In Robena Mine Explosion With Virtual Memorial 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/12/07/robena‐mine‐explosion‐memorial/ 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Post‐Gazette: The Rice entourage is building on oil and gas experience, and money, to develop clean 
tech 
https://www.post‐gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/12/06/The‐Rice‐entourage‐is‐building‐on‐
oil‐and‐gas‐experience‐and‐money‐to‐develop‐clean‐tech/stories/202011290060 
 
Post‐Gazette: Explosion brings firefighters to Greene County compressor station 
https://www.post‐gazette.com/local/south/2020/12/05/Morris‐Township‐Greene‐County‐compressor‐
station‐explosion‐Hopkins‐Run‐Road‐KDKA/stories/202012050041 
 
Allegheny Front: Trump’s Last Act: Drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/trumps‐last‐act‐drilling‐in‐the‐arctic‐national‐wildlife‐refuge/ 
 
PFAS 
 
WHYY: Plans for PFAS probe move forward in southeast Pennsylvania townships 
https://whyy.org/articles/plans‐for‐pfas‐probe‐move‐forward‐in‐southeast‐pennsylvania‐townships/ 
 
RGGI 
 
Pennlive: No reason not to join RGGI 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/12/no‐reason‐not‐to‐join‐rggi‐pennlive‐letters.html 
 
Waste 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Mayor: Trash service has improved in McKeesport 



https://monvalleyindependent.com/2020/12/mayor‐trash‐service‐has‐improved‐in‐mckeesport/  
 
Daily American: Old paint disposal question, Newspaper disposal update 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/opinion/columns/old‐paint‐disposal‐question‐newspaper‐
disposal‐update/article_168baeac‐3595‐11eb‐b6fe‐bb16673abe2c.html 
 
Water 
 
WESA: Utility Commission Slashes PWSA's 2021 Rate Increase, Expands Shut Off Protections 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/utility‐commission‐slashes‐pwsas‐2021‐rate‐increase‐expands‐shut‐
protections#stream/0  
 
Williamsport Sun‐Gazette: Council whittles tax hike down to $1.5 mills, takes mayor to task 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top‐news/2020/12/council‐whittles‐tax‐hike‐down‐to‐1‐5‐mills‐
takes‐mayor‐to‐task/  
 
Penn State News: Researchers aim to upcycle nutrient waste from farms using duckweed 
https://news.psu.edu/story/640502/2020/12/01/research/researchers‐aim‐upcycle‐nutrient‐waste‐
farms‐using‐
duckweed?utm_source=newswire&utm_medium=email&utm_term=641137_HTML&utm_content=12‐
06‐2020‐21‐19&utm_campaign=Penn%20State%20Today  
 
The Reporter: Wissahickon Trails wraps up $1.4M water quality project in Upper Gwynedd Township 
https://www.thereporteronline.com/news/wissahickon‐trails‐wraps‐up‐1‐4m‐water‐quality‐project‐in‐
upper‐gwynedd‐township/article_dcc81fd2‐33e3‐11eb‐8af7‐4fe678947763.html 
 
Bradford Era: Applications being accepted for Master Watershed program 
www.bradfordera.com/news/local/applications‐being‐accepted‐for‐master‐watershed‐
program/article_c596ddca‐3043‐5b14‐b37f‐e6204796bac2.html 
 
Ridgway Record: Applications being accepted for master watershed steward program (pg 3) 
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/sites/default/files/RR%2012‐7‐20.pdf 
 
York Daily Record: How dry is it? Hanover asks for water conservation, rainfall down 6+ inches in spots 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2020/12/04/dry‐conditions‐result‐hanover‐asking‐residents‐
conserve‐water/3794656001/ 
 
York Daily Record: Water levels abnormally low in Hanover area 
https://www.ydr.com/picture‐gallery/news/2020/12/04/photos‐water‐levels‐abnormally‐low‐hanover‐
area/3824344001/ 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: 8 places to cut your own Christmas tree in Lancaster County this holiday season 
https://lancasteronline.com/features/8‐places‐to‐cut‐your‐own‐christmas‐tree‐in‐lancaster‐county‐this‐
holiday‐season/article_97438d42‐252a‐11eb‐ae81‐abb7f5bf2684.html 
 
Post‐Gazette: Nissan departs Trump climate battle 



https://www.post‐gazette.com/news/politics‐nation/2020/12/05/Nissan‐departs‐Trump‐climate‐
battle/stories/202012060101 
 
Tribune‐Review: Interstate 70 modernization project slated to start in 2028 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/interstate‐70‐modernization‐project‐slated‐to‐start‐in‐2028/  
 
 
 
 


