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Top DEP Stories 
 
Meadville Tribune: Allegheny awarded nearly $3K as state invests over $17M in conservation projects 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/allegheny-awarded-nearly-3k-as-state-invests-over-17m-in-
conservation-projects/article_b60ffed5-aefc-4b42-bf13-f3a81e843d98.html 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Bucks County Beacon: Trump’s War on the Environment: Year One 
https://buckscountybeacon.com/2026/01/trumps-war-on-the-environment-year-one/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Lock Haven Express: Over $233k awarded in grant funds to county projects 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/01/over-233k-awarded-in-grant-funds-to-county-
projects/  
 
 
Data Centers 
 
PublicSource: Lessons of Springdale: Towns must prepare if they want any say over data centers 
https://www.publicsource.org/springdale-data-center-development-municipal-planning/ 
 
TribLive: Data center meeting postponed in Upper Burrell 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/data-center-meeting-postponed-in-upper-burrell/ 
 
WFMZ: Residents frustrated by South Whitehall data center proposal voice concerns to LVPC 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/lehigh-county/allentown-area/residents-frustrated-by-
south-whitehall-data-center-proposal-voice-concerns-to-lvpc/article_24fb1fd2-ed5f-4e83-91aa-
f9afdfea9449.html#tncms-source=Homepage-Top-Stories 
 
WOLF: Salem Township Planning Commission approves data center lot consolidation plan 
https://fox56.com/news/local/salem-township-planning-commission-approves-data-center-lot-
consolidation-plan 
 
Scranton Times: Gaughan: Legislature should authorize county-level data center impact fees 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/01/22/gaughan-legislature-should-authorize-county-level-
data-center-impact-fees/ 
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Lancaster Farming: Data Center Developers Offered Farmer $60k Per Acre; He Preserved the Land 
Instead 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/conservation/data-center-developers-offered-
farmer-60k-per-acre-he-preserved-the-land-instead/article_a4c0fc64-53ca-45cf-9f3e-
d323515b2555.html?itm_source=parsely-
api&utm_source=general&utm_medium=list&utm_campaign=People%20Are%20Reading 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Appalachian Trail Conservancy, county identify concerns tied to data center proposal in 
Middlesex 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/government-politics/article_aa74d2fd-b2cf-4c9f-a6b4-
849fb7387067.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: House panel to consider data center bills 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2026/01/pa-house-energy-data-center-bills-
considers/ 
 
Chestnut Hill Local: Developer envisions Pennhurst as an AI data center, while residents say the site is 
contaminated 
https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/stories/developer-envisions-pennhurst-as-an-ai-data-center-while-
residents-say-the-site-is-contaminated,39508 
 
Chestnut Holl Local: No to AI data centers 
https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/stories/no-to-ai-data-centers,39501 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Developer’s land swap proposal stirs furor in Limerick, but Delco would gain 
its first state game land 
https://www.inquirer.com/real-estate/commercial/limerick-town-center-land-data-center-
20260121.html?query=energy 
 
Bucks County Today: Montco Watches Closely as PJM Moves to Rein In Data Center Power Demand 
https://bucksco.today/2026/01/montco-pjm-data-center-power-demand/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Data center plan could close Salem Township road 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/012326/page/1/story/data-center-plan-could-close-
salem-township-road  
 
Lock Haven Express: Will an old PA coal town get a reboot from AI? 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/01/will-an-old-pennsylvania-coal-town-get-a-
reboot-from-ai/  
 
 
Energy 
 
The Derrick: Amendment eyed for Venango solar installations 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/amendment-eyed-for-venango-solar-
installations/article_0b5a1981-62a6-4b42-8f37-2e3089652bff.html 
 
WNEP: Winter storm will cause historic power grid strain, nation's largest energy supplier says 
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https://www.wnep.com/article/weather/winter-storm-cause-historic-power-grid-strain-nations-largest-
energy-supplier-pjm-interconnected/507-953cf6f6-cbcc-49b0-9dc9-717670b8494d 
 
York Dispatch: GOP adds to pain of soaring energy costs 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/contributors/2026/01/22/gop-adds-to-pain-of-soaring-
energy-costs/88297722007/ 
 
KYW: Pennsylvania lawmakers hear 4 hours of testimony from energy providers, consumer advocates on 
spiking electricity prices 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/pa-lawmakers-hearing-spiking-electricity-prices 
 
My Chesco.com: Schools Eye Solar Windfall as $25M Grant Push Promises Major Energy Savings 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/schools-eye-solar-windfall-as-25m-grant-push-
promises-major-energy-savings/ 
 
North Penn Now: Pres. Trump’s admin, Gov. Shapiro & states push grid operator for reforms amid high 
energy costs 
https://northpennnow.com/news/2026/jan/23/pres-trumps-admin-gov-shapiro-states-push-grid-
operator-for-reforms-amid-high-energy-costs/ 
 
Billy Penn.com: As electricity rates soar, PECO adds $2.5 million in aid for low-income customers 
https://billypenn.com/2026/01/21/peco-customer-relief-fund-electricity-rates/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: “A real loss:” Appraiser testifies proposed chicken and solar farm could 
devalue homes 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/01/a-real-loss-appraiser-testifies-proposed-
chicken-and-solar-farm-could-devalue-neighboring-homes-in-muncy-creek-township/  
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
TribLive: Lower Burrell plans upgrade to Chartiers pump station 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/lower-burrell-plans-upgrade-to-chartiers-pump-station/ 
 
 
Mining 
 
Republican Herald: Young Tamaqua artists design historic county tribute 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/01/22/young-tamaqua-artists-design-historic-county-tribute/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Allegheny Petroleum Products acquires McNutt Oil Co. 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/01/22/allegheny-petroleum-products-mcnutt-
oil.html 
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PFAS 
 
Bucks Independence: Buckingham Township secures $2,435,000 grant from PENNVEST for the Furlong 
F8 PFAS Treatment Facility 
https://www.bucksindependence.com/buckingham-township-secures-2435000-grant-from-pennvest-
for-the-furlong-f8-pfas-treatment-facility/ 
 
Bucks County Herald: Protect our firefighters from PFAS 
https://www.buckscountyherald.com/opinion/guest-opinion/protect-our-firefighters-from-
pfas/article_13b18457-f3e7-4e6a-8bf1-7f0e2c794c25.html 
 
 
Waste 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Monessen takes another step toward major sewer project 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/01/23/monessen-takes-another-step-toward-major-
sewer-project/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Philly bill to ban waste incineration gets put on hold after failing to gain 
Council support 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/waste-incineration-ban-bill-philadelphia-city-council-
20260122.html?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=android&utm_campaign=app_android_article_sha
re&utm_content=FJAUWMHHSFAYVMWT4PQW4TDZOI 
 
Philly Voice: Divisive bill to ban city from burning its trash put on hold before a vote 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/trash-incineration-bill-vote-postponed-chester/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: Jury finds Nicholas Meat liable for damages in civil suit from spreading of FPR 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/01/jury-finds-nicholas-meat-liable-for-damages-in-
civil-suit/  
 
Lock Haven Express: What are food processing residuals and how is it regulated in the Commonwealth? 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2026/01/what-are-food-processing-residuals-and-how-
is-it-regulated-in-the-commonwealth/  
 
 
Water 
 
Lancaster Online: Access to Octoraro Reservoir unaffected as Pa. Supreme Court rules Chester city can't 
sell water system 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/access-to-octoraro-reservoir-unaffected-as-pa-supreme-court-
rules-chester-city-cant-sell-water/article_ca2a7b8f-3d0b-4a57-aa4f-43f4a3d80fe4.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Exeter residents take stand against water rate hikes at hearing 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2026/01/23/exeter-residents-take-stand-against-water-rate-hikes-at-
hearing/ 
 
Lebtown: CoLA chief outlines reasons behind April sewer rate increase 
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https://lebtown.com/2026/01/23/letter-cola-chief-outlines-reasons-behind-april-sewer-rate-increase/ 
 
Lewistown Sentinel: Commissioners advance Juniata Terrace water project 
https://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/local-news/2026/01/commissioners-advance-juniata-
terrace-water-project/ 
 
My Chesco.com: Over $1.1M Flows to Chester County Water Projects as Aging Systems Get Boost 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/government/over-1-1m-flows-to-chester-county-water-projects-
as-aging-systems-get-boost/ 
 
North Penn Now: Upper Gwynedd OKs $16K settlement with EPA 
https://northpennnow.com/news/2026/jan/20/upper-gwynedd-oks-16k-settlement-with-epa/. 
 
WHYY: Pa. Supreme Court rules Chester does not have unilateral power to seize Chester Water 
Authority 
https://whyy.org/articles/pennsylvania-supreme-court-chester-water-authority/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
KDKA: A winter storm system is bearing down on the Pittsburgh area. Here's how you can pretreat your 
driveway and sidewalk. 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pittsburgh-winter-storm-system-snow-driveway-sidewalk-
penndot/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Live updates: Pittsburgh under winter storm warning as preparations for a foot 
or more of snow begin 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2026/01/23/pittsburgh-winter-storm-warning-
snow-updates/stories/202601230053 
 
Erie Times: Cause under investigation in massive blaze that gutted Corry plant 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/fire/2026/01/22/fire-corry-pa-cause-under-investigation-gutted-
manufacturing-site-hensa/88297589007/?tbref=hp 
 
Corry Journal: Owner plans to keep business in Corry 
https://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article_e6b0ef3d-4b44-4825-8c9b-9ccecb26a4c7.html 
 
Meadville Tribune: Wednesday fire wipes out Corry manufacturing plant 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/wednesday-fire-wipes-out-corry-manufacturing-
plant/article_042a7751-38bb-4ca6-95e4-07d2249843e3.html 
 
WICU-TV: Cleanup Underway After Corry Manufacturing Facility Fire 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/watch/video/cleanup-underway-after-corry-manufacturing-facility-
fire/video_cf7c9613-19c4-5e85-bb12-ad2dd9a62d5e.html 
 
WBRE: Wyoming Valley Mall closed Friday for power issues 
https://www.2822news.com/news/local-news/wyoming-valley-mall-closed-friday-for-power-issues/ 
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https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pittsburgh-winter-storm-system-snow-driveway-sidewalk-penndot/
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2026/01/23/pittsburgh-winter-storm-warning-snow-updates/stories/202601230053
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2026/01/23/pittsburgh-winter-storm-warning-snow-updates/stories/202601230053
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/fire/2026/01/22/fire-corry-pa-cause-under-investigation-gutted-manufacturing-site-hensa/88297589007/?tbref=hp
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/fire/2026/01/22/fire-corry-pa-cause-under-investigation-gutted-manufacturing-site-hensa/88297589007/?tbref=hp
https://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article_e6b0ef3d-4b44-4825-8c9b-9ccecb26a4c7.html
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/wednesday-fire-wipes-out-corry-manufacturing-plant/article_042a7751-38bb-4ca6-95e4-07d2249843e3.html
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/wednesday-fire-wipes-out-corry-manufacturing-plant/article_042a7751-38bb-4ca6-95e4-07d2249843e3.html
https://www.erienewsnow.com/watch/video/cleanup-underway-after-corry-manufacturing-facility-fire/video_cf7c9613-19c4-5e85-bb12-ad2dd9a62d5e.html
https://www.erienewsnow.com/watch/video/cleanup-underway-after-corry-manufacturing-facility-fire/video_cf7c9613-19c4-5e85-bb12-ad2dd9a62d5e.html
https://www.2822news.com/news/local-news/wyoming-valley-mall-closed-friday-for-power-issues/


Lehighvalleynews: Allentown leads snow emergency declarations ahead of major winter storm 
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/local-news/allentown-leads-snow-emergency-declarations-ahead-
of-major-winter-storm 
 
Coal Region Canary: Latest Blend of Models: Up to 19 Inches of Snow Possible in Schuylkill County 
https://coalregioncanary.com/2026/01/22/latest-blend-of-models-up-to-19-inches-of-snow-possible-in-
schuylkill-county/ 
 
Lancaster Online: Residents and farm preservation advocates protest expanded urban growth 
boundaries in Leacock Twp. 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/residents-and-farm-preservation-advocates-protest-
expanded-urban-growth-boundaries-in-leacock-twp/article_a03475bf-2922-4c60-a5f9-
5e99ca6458c3.html 
 
Impacto Media: Disputada isla frente a Filadelfia es propiedad de Venezuela, pero podría dejar de serlo 
muy pronto 
https://www.impactomedia.com/region/disputada-isla-frente-a-filadelfia-es-propiedad-de-venezuela-
pero-podria-dejar-de-serlo-muy-pronto/\ 
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