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Top DEP Stories 
   
Scranton Times: DEP: Water company's silt pollution of waterways in Dunmore, Scranton violated state 
law, regulations 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/dep-water-companys-silt-pollution-of-waterways-in-
dunmore-scranton-violated-state-law-regulations/article_fb0b197c-c948-58df-83a1-
036125dc861b.html 
 
Morning Call: ‘It could have been a lot worse.’ 2 railcars in Lower Saucon train derailment had hazardous 
materials residue but did not leak, NTSB says 
https://www.mcall.com/2024/03/07/lower-saucon-train-derailment/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Westmoreland County exits drought watch; conservation continues for Beaver Run 
water users 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/westmoreland-county-exits-drought-watch-conservation-
continues-for-beaver-run-water-users/ 
 
Pennlive: Shapiro’s money-back guarantee for Pa. permits, licenses is working 
https://www.pennlive.com/politics/2024/03/shapiros-money-back-guarantee-for-pa-permits-licenses-
is-working.html 
 
Yahoo! News: Drought watch lifted for eight PA counties; all back to normal status 
https://www.yahoo.com/news/drought-watch-lifted-eight-pennsylvania-201853031.html   
 
Sunbury Daily Item: State lifts drought watch/warning for all counties 
https://www.dailyitem.com/wire/state/state-lifts-drought-watch-warning-for-all-counties-including-
cumberland/article_ead08550-f355-5829-a0ae-04601fc69e6c.html  
 
Fox43: Drought watch/warning lifted across Pennsylvania 
https://www.fox43.com/article/weather/drought-watchwarning-lifted-pennsylvania/521-f06f624d-c4f5-
4797-965b-cc363818ac4b  
 
 
Mentions   
 
Daily Courier: Mt. Pleasant takes steps to rectify permit lapse 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/mt-pleasant-takes-steps-to-rectify-permit-lapse/article_4c890f92-
db21-11ee-81f9-93252a9b175d.html 
 
DuBois Courier-Express: Planning Commission reviews land development applications 
https://www.thecourierexpress.com/jeffersonian_democrat/news/local/planning-commission-reviews-
land-development-applications-copy/article_8623ea16-dc2e-11ee-88c7-53ff599414fd.html  
 
Chesapeake Bay Journal: How PFAS, microplastics join forces as a synergistic threat 
https://www.bayjournal.com/opinion/forum/how-pfas-microplastics-join-forces-as-a-synergistic-
threat/article_634b24b6-d25e-11ee-adc1-d7d52920fb27.html  
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East Palestine Train Derailment 
 
AP: After Ohio train derailment, tank cars didn’t need to be blown open to release chemical, NTSB says 
https://apnews.com/article/norfolk-southern-train-derailment-east-palestine-
2df45af31d48bee51098991f5250b232 
 
KDKA: Tank cars didn't need to be blown open to release chemical after East Palestine train derailment, 
NTSB says 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/east-palestine-ohio-train-derailment-controlled-burn-ntsb/ 
 
WPXI: East Palestine residents react to NTSB chair’s testimony on necessity of controlled burn, explosion 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/east-palestine-residents-react-ntsb-chairs-testimony-necessity-
controlled-burn-explosion/T4RLZPVVW5AJHCE6PTXUVMP2B4/ 
 
WPXI: Controlled burn, explosion weren’t necessary after East Palestine train derailment, NTSB chair 
says 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/controlled-burn-explosion-werent-necessary-after-east-palestine-
train-derailment-ntsb-chair-says/UQL3YS7OV5EZRIJTIRRFTYR64Q/ 
 
Beaver Countian: Deluzio Invites Darlington Supervisor To State Of The Union Address 
https://beavercountian.com/content/special-coverage/deluzio-invites-darlington-supervisor-to-state-of-
the-union-address 
 
Beaver County Times: Darlington Twp. supervisor to join Rep. Deluzio at State of the Union address 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/politics/2024/03/06/darlington-twp-supervisor-to-join-rep-
deluzio-at-state-of-the-union-beaver-county/72867492007/ 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Vance: Was East Palestine sacrificed so rail traffic could quickly resume? 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/03/06/vance-was-east-palestine-sacrificed-so-rail-traffic-could-
quickly-resume/ 
 
 
Air 
 
Post-Gazette: Nearly half of U.S. states join GOP lawsuit challenging new EPA rule on deadly soot 
pollution 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2024/03/06/us-states-gop-lawsuit-epa-soot-
pollution-biden/stories/202403060110 
 
Lancaster Farming: SEC Spares Farms From Climate Disclosure Rule 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/conservation/sec-spares-farms-from-climate-
disclosure-rule/article_66fe962a-dbe5-11ee-b8d6-4fbe4f62e047.html 
 
 
Climate Change 
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Lancaster Newspapers: Lancaster County winter among warmest, wettest on record 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-winter-among-warmest-wettest-on-
record/article_5f947184-dbea-11ee-b65c-63676eeef850.html 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Times Observer: ‘No net loss’: Panel talks plan to clamp down on public land expansion 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2024/03/no-net-loss-panel-talks-plan-to-clamp-
down-on-public-land-expansion/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Thomas Gilbert | Investing in Pa.’s outdoor economy 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/columns/thomas-gilbert-investing-in-pa-s-outdoor-
economy/article_86593ed4-db05-11ee-a5c1-effbaba9ebdc.html 
 
Observer-Reporter: Greer Tunnel on Montour Trail closed for work 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/mar/07/greer-tunnel-on-montour-trail-
closed-for-work/ 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Montour Trail’s Greer Tunnel closed again but only briefly 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/03/06/montour-trails-greer-tunnel-closed-again-but-only-
briefly/ 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Special federal grants will fund new transit projects, Pittsburgh road projects, 
more bike rentals, trail improvements 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/03/07/special-federal-grants-will-fund-new-transit-projects-
pittsburgh-road-projects-more-bike-rentals-trail-improvements/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Seeking to redefine Town Park 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/030724/page/1/story/seeking-to-redefine-town-park  
 
 
Drought 
 
abc27:  Drought watch lifted for eight Pennsylvania counties, all back to normal status 
https://www.abc27.com/pennsylvania/drought-watch-lifted-for-eight-pennsylvania-counties-all-back-
to-normal-status/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
WHYY: ‘Fix the mix’: Climate activists want PECO to buy more renewable energy 
https://whyy.org/articles/peco-renewable-energy-activists/ 
 
New Castle News: Scott Township hearing addresses solar fears 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/scott-township-hearing-addresses-solar-
fears/article_c6fb347e-db32-11ee-b8c9-d30c5874a9f2.html 
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Tribune-Review: Matt Smith, Darrin Kelly and Greg Bernarding: Seizing Western Pa.’s unique hydrogen 
opportunity 
https://triblive.com/opinion/matt-smith-darrin-kelly-and-greg-bernarding-seizing-western-pa-s-unique-
hydrogen-opportunity/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Dave McCormick: A rescue plan for American energy and the environment 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/guest-columns/2024/03/07/dave-mccormick-climate-change-
natural-gas-nuclear-pennsylvania/stories/202403070036 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: 99% of public comments seek to block $2.5 billion Susquehanna River 
hydroelectric project 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/99-of-public-comments-seek-to-block-2-5-billion-susquehanna-
river-hydroelectric-project-video/article_6efb5e96-dbe8-11ee-a0e1-0fcec857631c.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Logan planners suggest zoning change 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2024/03/logan-planners-suggest-zoning-change/ 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
WFMZ: 'It brings your property value down': Laureldale homeowners react to latest from EPA on former 
Exide plant 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/it-brings-your-property-value-down-laureldale-homeowners-
react-to-latest-from-epa-on-former/article_1781e96c-dc08-11ee-a3e5-bb7e15e57238.html 
 
WFMZ: EPA adds area surrounding former Exide facility to Superfund National Priorities List 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/epa-adds-area-surrounding-former-exide-facility-to-
superfund-national-priorities-list/article_8dce4572-dbca-11ee-abda-83b345a21b2d.html 
 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
WTAE: Concerns over fracking in Cecil Township 
https://www.wtae.com/article/concerns-over-fracking-in-cecil-township/60097429 
 
WTAE: 'I started to notice the faintest smell': Concerns mounting over gas leaks in townhome 
community 
https://www.wtae.com/article/gas-concerns-cecil-townhomes/60119347  
 
 
Vector Management 
 
CBS News: Avian flu spreading to marine mammals grows concern of potential risk to humans, study 
says 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/avian-flu-spreading-h5n1-bird-flu-united-states/ 
 
 
Water 
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Pocono Record: The controversially named Sambo Creek could be getting a new name soon. How we got 
here 
https://www.poconorecord.com/story/news/local/2024/03/07/sambo-creek-renaming-efforts-history-
paemasing/72716041007/ 
 
LehighValley Live: Irked Palmer Township residents cry foul over new $98 fee 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2024/03/irked-palmer-township-residents-cry-foul-over-new-
98-fee.html 
 
Butler Eagle: Knoch school board to address wastewater line 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20240307/knoch-school-board-to-address-wastewater-line/ 
 
KDKA: Pittsburgh leaders want to reduce flooding on Saw Mill Run Boulevard 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pittsburgh-saw-mill-run-boulevard-flooding-issues/ 
 
Pennlive: Fewer fish, more algae? Scientists seek to understand consequences of no Great Lakes ice 
https://www.pennlive.com/nation-world/2024/03/fewer-fish-and-more-algae-scientists-seek-to-
understand-impacts-of-historic-lack-of-great-lakes-ice.html 
 
Lock Haven Express: Water main break closes Jay and Water intersection in city 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/urgent-information/2024/03/water-main-break-closes-jay-and-
water-intersection-in-city/   
 
Lock Haven Express: Boil Water Advisory in place for East Water Street residents 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/urgent-information/2024/03/boil-water-advisory-in-place-for-east-
water-street-residents/  
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Tribune-Review: Water main break results in remote learning day at Highlands Middle School; 2-hour 
delay for district due to power outage 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/water-main-break-results-in-remote-learning-day-at-
highlands-middle-school/ 
 
Environmental Health News: Train derailment leads to environmental concerns in Pennsylvania 
https://www.ehn.org/train-derailment-leads-to-environmental-concerns-in-pennsylvania-
2667422917.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: More than 80 Earl Twp. residents attended tabling of Eugene Eberly Estate 
zoning proposal 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/more-than-80-earl-twp-residents-attended-tabling-of-
eugene-eberly-estate-zoning-proposal/article_9d6083fe-dc8a-11ee-9987-af9372d41e63.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: State details process for roadwork ahead of travel season 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2024/03/state-details-process-for-roadwork-ahead-of-
travel-season/  
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