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Top DEP Stories 
 
Times News: Report: Lead levels above average in Palmerton  
https://www.tnonline.com/report-lead-levels-above-average-palmerton 
 
Scranton Times: Groups at odds over stream protection 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/groups-at-odds-over-stream-protection-1.2383773 
 
Post-Gazette: Shift in Pa. water rules could put coal mines' treatment burden on drinking water 
suppliers 
http://www.post-gazette.com/powersource/policy-powersource/2018/09/10/Pennsylvania-
manganese-rules-coal-mines-treatment-public-drinking-water-suppliers/stories/201809090016  
 
KDKA: Massive Gas Line Explosion, Fire Prompt Evacuations In Center Twp. 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2018/09/10/center-township-gas-line-explosion-fire/ 
 
WTAE: 'I thought it was a plane that crashed!' Homes evacuated after Beaver County gas line explosion 
 https://www.wtae.com/article/gas-line-explosion-reported-in-center-township-beaver-
county/23059121  
 
AP: Gas Explosion Rocks Beaver County Community Early Monday Morning 
http://www.wesa.fm/post/gas-explosion-rocks-beaver-county-community-early-monday-
morning#stream/0  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pipeline blast, fire leads to evacuations in Beaver County 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2018/09/10/pipeline-blast-fire-leads-to-evacuations-in-
beaver.html 
Tribune-Review: Early-morning gas pipeline blast forces evacuations in Beaver County 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/14064921-74/early-morning-pipeline-blast-forces-evacuations-in-
beaver-county 
 
Post-Gazette: Gas explosion in Beaver destroys home, multiple cars; part of I-376 shut down 
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/west/2018/09/10/gas-explosion-in-center-township-Beaver-
County/stories/201809100067 
 
Post-Gazette: TRAFFIC: Flooding closes I-279 south ramp to Parkway East, numerous local roadways 
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2018/09/10/TRAFFIC-flooding-road-closures-
pittsburgh-weather/stories/201809100070 
 
Mentions 
 
Wayne County Commissioners Take Further Steps to Protect Hankins Dam 
http://waynepikenews.com/wayne-county-commissioners-take-further-steps-to-protect-hankins-dam-
p1779-178.htm 
   
Express Times: Abandoned quarry enters into debate over controversial sludge plant 
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https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/slate-belt/index.ssf/2018/09/former_quarrys_classification.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: DuBoistown Borough discusses MS4 program 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2018/09/safety-committee-to-review-duboistown-
fireworks-rules/  
 
Lock Haven Express: Will your taxes fund the fracking industry?  (LTE) 
http://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/2018/09/will-your-taxes-fund-the-fracking-
industry/ 
 
Air 
 
Lock Haven Express: Sixth man charged in scheme to tamper with emission control devices on trucks 
http://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2018/09/sixth-man-charged-in-scheme-to-tamper-with-
emission-control-devices-on-trucks/ 
 
Climate Change 
 
Centre Daily Times: We need new leadership; Earth’s temperature will continue to increase (LTE) 
https://www.centredaily.com/latest-news/article217983050.html 
 
York Dispatch: ‘Hothouse Earth’: A climate tipping point 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/contributors/2018/09/09/oped-hothouse-earth-climate-
tipping-point/37763687/ 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Can social media actually help curb partisanship around issues like climate change? 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2018/09/07/can-social-media-actually-help-curb-
partisanship-around-issues-like-climate-change/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Faith in the People’s Climate Movement 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/faith-in-the-peoples-climate-movement/  
 
Allegheny Front: Study: Climate Change will Dramatically Alter Earth’s Ecosystems 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/new-study-finds-climate-change-will-dramatically-alter-earths-
ecosystems/ 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Owls add excitement and mystery to evening hikes 
http://www.dailyitem.com/news/owls-add-excitement-and-mystery-to-evening-
hikes/article_7a9722ea-b2e4-11e8-bfca-63012424b6b1.html 
 
Energy 
 
Pennlive: There's nothing clean about Trump's 'clean' air plan  
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2018/09/carbon_emissions_double_header.html 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Mixed reviews for a $120M renewable energy plant at Philly refinery 
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https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2018/09/07/mixed-reviews-for-a-120m-renewable-energy-
plant-at-philly-refinery/ 
 
Mining 
 
WJAC: Tower of Voices to be dedicated Sunday at Flight 93 Memorial  
https://wjactv.com/news/local/tower-of-voices-to-be-dedicated-sunday-at-flight-93-memorial 
 
Tribune-Review: Tower of Voices dedicated Sunday at the Flight 93 National Memorial in Somerset 
County 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/14063637-74/tower-of-voices-dedicated-sunday-at-the-flight-93-
national-memorial-in 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
6ABC Philadelphia: Gas line explodes, causes massive fire in Beaver County 
https://6abc.com/gas-line-explodes-causes-massive-fire-in-beaver-county/4200013/ 
 
Pennlie: Huge gas line explosion causes fire, evacuations in Pa. town 
https://www.pennlive.com/daily-buzz/2018/09/huge_gas_line_explosion_causes.html 
 
WITF: Gas explosion rocks Beaver County community 
http://www.witf.org/news/2018/09/gas-explosion-rocks-beaver-county-community.php 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Bringing the forest back after shale gas 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2018/09/07/bringing-the-forest-back-after-shale-gas/ 
 
abc27: Nuns appeal pipeline project to U.S. Supreme Court 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/lancaster/nuns-appeal-pipeline-project-to-us-supreme-
court/1425906448 
 
WGAL: Nuns take pipeline fight to US Supreme Court 
https://www.wgal.com/article/nuns-take-pipeline-fight-to-us-supreme-court/23026290 
 
WTAJ: Flooding closes dozens of roadways 
https://www.wearecentralpa.com/news/flooding-closes-dozens-of-roadways/1430934451 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Appalachian basin natural gas production expected to jump 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2018/09/07/appalachian-basin-natural-gas-production-
expected.html  
 
Post-Gazette: What’s in a name? Not as much as you’d think, proves Oil City 
http://www.post-gazette.com//region/2018/09/08/Oil-City-venango-county-pennsylvania-our-towns-
series/stories/201809010013 
 
Allegheny Front: Bringing the Forest Back After Shale Gas 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/restoring-well-pad-pa/ 
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Vector Management 
 
Ridgway Record: Spotted lanternflies among topics at open house 
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/content/spotted-lanternflies-among-topics-open-house 
 
WJAC: Mosquito spraying scheduled for Tuesday in Hollidaysburg 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/mosquito-spraying-scheduled-for-tuesday-in-hollidaysburg  
 
Indiana Gazette: Spotted lanternfly found in Pennsylvania 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/spotted-lanternfly-found-in-pennsylvania/article_17e62e8d-
6a89-579c-aad1-4a111580d43c.html 
 
Waste 
 
Morning Call: Whitetail Disposal to take over Emmaus trash pickup 
http://www.mcall.com/news/local/mc-nws-emmaus-borough-20180831-story.html 
 
Butler Eagle: TV, electronics and waste collection set 
http://www.butlereagle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20180908/NEWS01/709089895 
 
WGAL: Grandmother inspiring people to reuse plastic bags to help the homeless 
https://www.wgal.com/article/grandmother-inspiring-people-to-reuse-plastic-bags-to-help-the-
homeless/23052071 
 
Tribune-Review: Garbage collection rates expected to increase in Freeport 
https://triblive.com/local/valleynewsdispatch/14053124-74/garbage-collection-rates-expected-to-
increase-in-freeport 
 
Water 
 
Standard Speaker: Former mall now a pile of rubble 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/former-mall-now-a-pile-of-rubble-1.2382061 
 
The Derrick: 'Back to normal' in Foxburg  
http://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/back-to-normal-in-foxburg/article_2a2db64f-9613-5337-
8528-bc59730e87c9.html 
 
Bucks County Courier Times: CDC agency proposes ‘first step’ toward national health study 
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/20180910/cdc-agency-proposes-first-step-toward-
national-health-study 
 
Pottstown Mercury: Limerick sewer sale could lead to 84% rate hike 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/limerick-sewer-sale-could-lead-to-rate-hike/article_9e2763cc-aca0-
11e8-aa1a-6b2e1474ee33.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Native author, environmentalist to speak Tuesday 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2018/09/native-author-environmentalist-to-speak-
tuesday/  
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Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Borough ordinance draws ire from South Side veteran 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2018/09/borough-ordinance-draws-ire-from-south-side-
veteran/  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Swamp growing with city water authority, borough leadership moves 
(Editorial) 
http://www.sungazette.com/opinion/editorials/2018/09/swamp-growing-with-city-borough-leadership-
moves/  
 
WNEP: Elderly man fined for grass clippings wants warning 
http://wnep.com/2018/09/06/elderly-man-fined-for-grass-clippings-wants-warning/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: heavy rainfall to bring flooding of waterways 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2018/09/heavy-rainfall-to-bring-flooding-of-waterways/  
 
Lock Haven Express: Area under flood watch until tonight 
http://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2018/09/area-under-flood-watch-until-tonight/  
 
Centre Daily Times: Biologist composes her stream “requiem” as insects decline 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/state/pennsylvania/article217790930.html  
 
Towanda Daily Review: Troy Borough officially declares flood emergency 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/troy-borough-officially-declares-flood-
emergency/article_177f16be-7239-54c5-be97-af806d642e82.html  
 
Centre Daily Times: Congress wants EPA to more quickly regulate unsafe chemicals, PFAS, found in 
drinking water 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/business/article217945190.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Flood watch in effect un5til this evening 
http://www.dailyitem.com/news/flood-watch-in-effect-until-this-evening/article_1646367e-b4f0-11e8-
b0c9-937109379efa.html 
 
Pennlive: Flood warnings in effect this morning, more rain in store 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/09/flood_warnings_in_effect_this.html 
 
Pennlive: Central Pa. drenching likely to last into Monday, but major flooding still considered unlikely 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/09/central_pa_drenching_likely_to.html 
 
Pennlive: Minor flooding expected in some area creeks as remnants of Gordon move through state 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/09/minor_flooding_expected_in_are.html#incart_river_index 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Why did Lancaster County have so much flooding this summer? 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/why-did-lancaster-county-have-so-much-flooding-this-
summer/article_bad2328c-b36b-11e8-8f40-a39ca087c4eb.html 
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Lancaster Newspapers: Lancaster County eclipses average annual rainfall total with 4 months remaining 
in 2018 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-eclipses-average-annual-rainfall-total-with-
months-remaining/article_b7ebadd6-b48e-11e8-9dd4-3b1808418e89.html 
 
York Daily Record: Flood threat continues in York County, while Florence poses serious threat to East 
Coast 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2018/09/10/york-county-flooding-flood-threat-continues-while-
florence-looms/1253915002/ 
 
York Dispatch: Meteorologists: Florence could be 'disaster' for Pennsylvania 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/2018/09/09/meteorologists-florence-could-disaster-
pennsylvania/1249926002/ 
 
York Dispatch: As storms strengthen, increase local planning 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/editorials/2018/09/10/editorial-storms-strengthen-
increase-local-planning/1248249002/ 
 
York Dispatch: York County flood warning extended 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/2018/09/09/york-county-under-flood-warning-
sunday/1248500002/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Meteorologist: More rain coming 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2018/09/meteorologist-more-rain-coming/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Waterlogged 
www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2018/09/waterlogged-2/ 
 
WITF: Intensifying Hurricane Florence could strike U.S. Southeast 
http://www.witf.org/news/2018/09/intensifying-hurricane-florence-could-strike-us-southeast.php 
 
ABC27: Flood warnings continue today for southern areas 
https://www.abc27.com/news/top-stories/forecast-for-harrisburg-pennsylvania-and-lancaster-lebanon-
and-york/1063146829 
 
ABC27: Minor flooding forecast along Yellow Breeches 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/carlisle-west-shore/minor-flooding-forecast-along-yellow-
breeches/1431409482 
 
ABC27: Cleanup efforts continue one week after flash floods 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/cleanup-efforts-continue-one-week-after-flash-floods/1426567117 
 
CBS21: Weather Warn Day | Flood Watch remains in effect until 8pm, then all eyes on Florence 
https://local21news.com/weather/weather-warn-day-flood-watch-continues-monday 
 
CBS21: Neighbors prepare for flooding in Yellow Breeches Creek 
https://local21news.com/news/local/neighbors-prepare-for-flooding-in-yellow-breeches-breek\ 
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FOX43: Rainy forecast worries neighbors already cleaning up after floods 
https://fox43.com/2018/09/09/rainy-forecast-worries-neighbors-already-cleaning-up-after-floods/ 
                                      
FOX43: York County of Emergency Management urges homeowners to prepare ahead of flood watch 
https://fox43.com/2018/09/08/york-county-of-emergency-management-urges-homeowners-to-
prepare-ahead-of-flood-watch/ 
 
WGAL: Flood-ravaged areas hit again 
https://www.wgal.com/article/flood-ravaged-areas-hit-again/23060258 
 
KDKA: Parkway East ‘Bathtub’ To Close Monday Morning Due To Flooding 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2018/09/09/parkway-east-bathtub-closing-flooding-september/  
 
KDKA: Fayette, Westmoreland, Washington Among Counties Hit Hard By Flooding 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2018/09/09/fayette-westmoreland-washington-counties-flooding-
september/ 
 
WTAE: Bethel Park homeowner digs "moat" to help with flooding 
https://www.wtae.com/article/bethel-park-homeowner-digs-moat-to-help-with-flooding/23054500  
 
WTAE: Road closes in South Fayette Township due to flooding 
https://www.wtae.com/article/road-closes-in-south-fayette-township-due-to-flooding/23050041 
 
WJAC: Evacuation in progress for Meyersdale residents due to rising Casselman River water levels 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/evacuation-in-progress-for-meyersdale-residents-due-to-rising-
casselman-river-water-levels 
 
WJAC: Multiple roads closed due to rain and flooding in Somerset County 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/multiple-roads-closed-due-to-rain-and-flooding-in-somerset-county 
 
WPXI: LIVE UPDATES: Flood Warning in effect as heavy rain continues to fall  
https://www.wpxi.com/weather/live-updates-flood-warning-in-effect-as-heavy-rain-continues-to-
fall/828928824  
 
WJAC: Road closures & advisories for multiple counties 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/travel-advisory-for-somerset-and-blair-counties 
 
KDKA: Heavy Rain Damage, Flooding Force Closures Throughout Pittsburgh Area 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2018/09/09/rain-damage-flooding-closures-pittsburgh-area/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: WATCH VIDEO | Region socked by heavy rain, flooding; Meyersdale-area homes 
evacuated  
 http://www.tribdem.com/news/watch-video-region-socked-by-heavy-rain-flooding-meyersdale-
area/article_9a40ac32-b48e-11e8-8093-eb2f437790a3.html  
 
Observer-Reporter: Flooding concerns cause school delays, cancellations 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/flooding-concerns-cause-school-delays-
cancellations/article_6e3f9714-b4f3-11e8-95e5-2bd3ba19f00b.html  
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Tribune-Review: Widespread flooding continues as near-record rainfall drenches region 
https://triblive.com/local/allegheny/14062714-74/wet-weather-washes-out-pirates-game-irish-festival 
 
Tribune-Review: Parkway East 'bathtub' closed due to flooding 
https://triblive.com/local/allegheny/14064292-74/bathtub-on-westbound-376-to-close-monday  
  
Tribune-Review: Pittsburgh, Allegheny County prepare for rain and landslides that have plagued the 
region in 2018 
https://triblive.com/local/allegheny/14057474-74/pittsburgh-allegheny-county-prepare-for-rain-and-
landslides-that-have-plagued-the   
 
Daily American: Update: Rain continues to hamper opening flooded roads 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/update-rain-continues-to-hamper-opening-flooded-
roads/article_63a08938-b4f0-11e8-92c4-8ffa5a4dcd3f.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Monroeville residents express concern over MS4 fee, council expects to delay vote 
https://triblive.com/local/monroeville/14056396-74/monroeville-residents-express-concern-over-ms4-
fee-council-expects-to-delay-vote 
 
Post-Gazette: Once again, Spring Hill can drink without boiling 
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2018/09/08/Once-again-Spring-Hill-can-drink-without-boiling-
PWSA/stories/201809080057 
 
Post-Gazette: He went from public to private, but Kevin Acklin remains a power player in Pittsburgh 
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2018/09/10/kevin-acklin-pittsburgh-mayor-bill-peduto-chief-
staff-peoples-gas-URA/stories/201809090082  
 
Daily American: PFBC update on High Point Lake Dam 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/pfbc-update-on-high-point-lake-dam/article_ae2044de-b460-
11e8-ba09-3f5c865740de.html 
 
Herald-Standard: Region sees heavy rain, wind, flooding from remnants of Gordon 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/new_today/region-sees-heavy-rain-wind-flooding-from-remnants-of-
gordon/article_95348d33-d230-5185-8351-003f90b3185d.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: River monster: Flathead catfish size of 8-year-old boy pulled from Susquehanna 
River 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/river-monster-flathead-catfish-size-of--year-old-
boy/article_50f140d0-b2c9-11e8-a8c5-7f8cec5a7859.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Flooded Fields Lead to Concerns With Corn Silage 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming/field_crops/flooded-fields-lead-to-concerns-with-corn-
silage/article_d486e60d-1393-5f3e-bb2b-01f36db9147a.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Pour Conditions Soak Vegetable Growers 
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https://www.lancasterfarming.com/news/main_edition/pour-conditions-soak-vegetable-
growers/article_f75b9a27-f7c6-505f-b685-ac14fa80b2d5.html 
 
WPXI: 'Questionable substance' closes Beaver County school for Monday 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/-questionable-substance-closes-beaver-co-school-for-
monday/830255171  
 
WTAE: Debris falls down hillside onto Route 30 
https://www.wtae.com/article/debris-falls-down-hillside-onto-route-30/23041569 
 
Allegheny Front: Centuries-Old Plant Collections Could Answer Questions About Impact of Urbanization 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/centuries-old-plant-collections-could-answer-questions-about-impact-
of-urbanization/ 
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