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Top DEP Stories

WESA: ‘We should be doing more’: Pa.’s expanded environmental justice policy goes into effect this
month
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-09-10/pennsylvania-expanded-environmental-justice-
policy-september-2023

WHYY: ‘We should be doing more’: Pa.’s expanded environmental justice policy goes into effect this
month
https://whyy.org/articles/pennsylvania-expanded-environmental-justice-policy-in-effect-september-

2023/

Post-Gazette: Plum house explosion that killed 6 originated inside, investigators say
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/east/2023/09/08/plum-house-explosion-
cause/stories/202309080096

Tribune-Review: Investigators say cause of fatal Plum explosion came from inside the home
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/investigators-say-nothing-from-outside-the-house-
caused-fatal-plum-house-explosion/

MyChesCo: Delaware County Public Meeting & Hearing: Energy Transfer Marketing & Terminals, L.P. in
Marcus Hook Borough
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/regional/delaware-county-public-meeting-hearing-energy-
transfer-marketing-terminals-I-p-in-marcus-hook-borough/

Plum Home Explosion

WPXI: Cause of deadly explosion came from inside Plum home, Allegheny County Fire Marshal says
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/cause-explosion-came-inside-plum-home-allegheny-county-fire-
marshal-says/JR62S72HUJABNDCNV3LBI74BMA/

KDKA: Fatal Plum house explosion originated inside, fire marshal says
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/plum-house-explosion-originated-inside/?intcid=CNM-00-
10abd1h

WTAE: Fire marshal: Deadly Plum explosion originated inside Rustic Ridge home
https://www.wtae.com/article/fire-marshal-deadly-plum-explosion-originated-inside-rustic-ridge-
home/45050038

KDKA Radio: On-scene investigation of Plum house explosion complete
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/on-scene-investigation-of-plum-house-explosion-
complete

AP: Investigators pinpoint house as source of explosion that killed 6 near Pittsburgh last month
https://apnews.com/article/house-explosion-pennsylvania-b3218034aa%ecl6c73f6eebeblefeOfd
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East Palestine Derailment

Pittsburgh Union Progress: Rail cutbacks threaten communities and cities in ways that could be
‘catastrophic’; officials urge passing of safety bill
https://www.unionprogress.com/2023/09/10/rail-cutbacks-threaten-communities-and-cities-in-ways-
that-could-be-catastrophic-officials-urge-passing-of-corrective-bill/

Mentions

Post-Gazette: (Sec. Negrin in photo) Salena Zito: Josh Shapiro and Camera Bartolotta do what politicians
should do: Show up

https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/insight/2023/09/10/josh-shapiro-camera-
bartolotta/stories/202309070043

Climate Change

Delaware County Daily Times: Late season heat wave rings up 4 date records at Philly International
https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/09/09/late-season-heat-wave-rings-up-4-date-records-at-philly-

international/

WHYY: ‘Why is there no air?’: An inside look at Philly’s early school dismissals amid extreme heat
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-schools-early-dismissals-lack-air-conditioning-extreme-heat/

WHYY: FEMA designates several Pa., Del., N.J. areas as ‘disaster resilience zones’: Here’s what that
means
https://whyy.org/articles/fema-disaster-resilience-zones-pennsylvania-delaware-new-jersey/

Beaver County Times: Your Say: Climate action has brought major investment and jobs to Pennsylvania.
https://www.timesonline.com/story/opinion/columns/2023/09/10/climate-action-brought-major-
investment-jobs-to-pennsylvania-our-lawmakers-should-strive-for-more/70730172007/

Bloomberg: Landmark UN Study Shows Widespread Failure to Meet Climate Goals
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-09-08/landmark-un-study-shows-widespread-failure-
to-meet-climate-goals?srnd=green

Conservation and Recreation

The Mercury: Public input sought for Green Lane Park Master Plan update
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2023/09/11/public-input-sought-for-green-lane-park-master-plan-update/

WPXI: Pittsburgh-area residents can collect lanternflies for study of invasive species
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/pittsburgh-area-residents-can-collect-lanternflies-study-invasive-
species/Z3VSCXDLIBGSVIVAAHY3WAC3W!I/

WESA: Hunting for invasive snails in Lake Erie
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-09-09/lake-erie-invasive-snails-mysterysnails
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Tribune-Democrat: Keep squashing: Public urged to help minimize lanternfly population
https://www.tribdem.com/news/keep-squashing-public-urged-to-help-minimize-lanternfly-
population/article dd396ac2-4810-11ee-9d52-678bf5bca96f.html

Post-Gazette: Editorial: City right to cull deer — and will have to cull many more
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2023/09/09/deer-cull-archer-frick-riverview-
park/stories/202309090008

Post-Gazette: Gateway to the GAP trail near Mon Wharf nearing completion
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2023/09/10/gateway-gap-trail-construction-mon-
wharf/stories/202309100039

Allegheny Front: WHAT’S NEXT FOR PITTSBURGH’S NEWEST PARK
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/hays-woods-pittsburgh-park-invasive-plants/

Tribune-Review: Faces of the Valley: Leechburg native goes global to advocate for clean water access in
Africa
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/faces-of-the-valley-leechburg-native-goes-global-to-
advocate-for-clean-water-access-in-africa/

PACD: Union County Conservation District Demonstrates the Hidden Dangers of Liquid Manure Storages
https://pacd.org/?p=25565

Energy

Lebtown.com: Cleona zoners unanimously approve special exception for Mill St. solar farm
https://lebtown.com/2023/09/11/cleona-zoners-unanimously-approve-special-exception-for-mill-st-

solar-farm/

WITF: Electric cars have a road trip problem, even for the secretary of energy
https://www.witf.org/2023/09/10/electric-cars-have-a-road-trip-problem-even-for-the-secretary-of-

energy/

Philadelphia Inquirer: EPA failed to take action on excessive benzene emissions at South Philly refinery
site for years
https://www.inquirer.com/science/epa-philadelphia-energy-solutions-hilco-bellwether-benzene-
20230908.html?query=Frank%20Kummer

Philadelphia Solar Energy Association: Solar Curriculum Training for Teachers
https://www.phillysolar.org/events-1/21c63Itysew7afdecxvvIrfs4bfcfv

Tribune-Democrat: Matthew Kandrach | EPA’s plan to break electricity grid
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/columns/matthew-kandrach-epa-s-plan-to-break-electricity-
grid/article 9543ca08-4da3-11lee-9288-7bdf59e686e2.html

Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Town considers solar panels
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/090823/page/1/story/town-considers-solar-panels
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Mining

Pennlive: America urgently needs more young people to work in mines
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2023/09/america-urgently-needs-more-young-people-to-work-in-
mines-opinion.html

WIAC: State police investigating man's death at Indiana County quarry
https://wjactv.com/news/local/state-police-investigating-mans-death-at-indiana-county-quarry#

Tribune-Democrat: Samantha Perry | Life and near death in the mines spurred support for UMWA
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/columns/samantha-perry-life-and-near-death-in-the-mines-
spurred-support-for-umwa/article 51edd074-4da2-11ee-a89e-dbc5b66359af.html

Oil and Gas

Wall Street Journal: The Race to Drill America’s Longest Oil and Gas Wells
https://www.wsj.com/business/energy-oil/the-race-to-drill-americas-longest-oil-and-gas-wells-
7631c8d0?mod=hp lead pos9

Bradford Era: The lessons of Equitrans' storage well blowout are just starting to surface, as gas injection
season nears
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/the-lessons-of-equitrans-storage-well-blowout-are-just-starting-
to-surface-as-gas-injection/article 19132c¢72-4dc0-11ee-bc9f-eb9602a67388.html

PFAS

Huntingdon Daily News: PFAS found in Little Juniata River
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/pfas-found-in-little-juniata-river/article 17b34ed4-
d308-541b-9d1a-a48cc6575649.html

Times-Observer: Forever chemical ban, testing proposed
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2023/09/forever-chemical-ban-testing-proposed/

Radiation Protection
RGGI
Pennlive: Pennsylvania’s lost opportunity: The $1 billion environmental setback

https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2023/09/pennsylvanias-lost-opportunity-the-1-billion-
environmental-setback-opinion.html

Vector Management

Altoona Mirror: Study: Lanternfly maybe not as damaging as originally thought
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2023/09/study-lanternfly-maybe-not-as-damaging-
as-originally-thought/
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Waste

Reading Eagle: Quadratec passes the halfway point of trail cleanup effort
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/09/11/quadratec-passes-the-halfway-point-of-trail-cleanup-
effort/

Altoona Mirror: Gregory to host shredding events
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2023/09/gregory-to-host-shredding-events-2/

WESA: Pittsburgh is banning plastic bags next month. Here's what you need to know.
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-09-11/pittsburgh-plastic-bag-ban-starts-october-2023

Water

LehighValley Live: Major habitat, improvement project for Little Lehigh Creek, a crown jewel for trout
fishing, underway
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2023/09/major-habitat-improvement-project-for-little-lehigh-
creek-a-crown-jewel-for-trout-fishing-underway.html

Scranton Times: Lackawanna County, Scranton declare emergencies following destructive storm
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/crime-emergencies/lackawanna-county-scranton-declare-
emergencies-following-destructive-storm/article 3db82bdb-6f57-5be2-bc98-2b68al13fe9b2.html

Scranton Times: Prosecutors seek $91,000 restitution from former Greenfield Township Sewer authority
manager
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/prosecutors-seek-91-000-restitution-from-former-greenfield-twp-
sewer-authority-manager/article c67fle0Oe-14a8-5947-abf3-a9b007dd6f48.html

Citizens Voice: Back Mountain cleans up from flooding and storm damage, no injuries reported
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/back-mountain-cleans-up-from-flooding-and-storm-damage-no-
injuries-reported/article e588b08c-24f7-5716-8449-6dbd6f70c03c.html

Lebanon Daily News: Boil water advisory in Richland Borough has been lifted after Monday night's leak
https://www.ldnews.com/story/news/local/2023/09/08/boil-water-advisory-for-richland-borough-
residents-has-been-lifted/70795120007/

WGAL: Mandatory water conservation in Littlestown Borough
https://www.wgal.com/article/manditory-water-conservation-in-littlestown-borough/45059507

MyChesCo: Know Before You Go: Hazardous Weather Outlook Issued for Chester County
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/weather/know-before-you-go-hazardous-weather-outlook-issued-
for-chester-county/

WHYY: Portion of Schuylkill River Trail near Manayunk to close Monday for restoration project
https://whyy.org/articles/schuylkill-river-trail-portion-manayunk-closed-restoration-project/
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https://www.wgal.com/article/manditory-water-conservation-in-littlestown-borough/45059507
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/weather/know-before-you-go-hazardous-weather-outlook-issued-for-chester-county/
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/weather/know-before-you-go-hazardous-weather-outlook-issued-for-chester-county/
https://whyy.org/articles/schuylkill-river-trail-portion-manayunk-closed-restoration-project/

WHYY/Billy Penn: Connecting the gaps in Philadelphia’s river trails: What’s open now, and what’s
planned for the future
https://billypenn.com/2023/09/08/philadelphia-river-trails-gaps-map/

WTAE: Water main break leads to virtual learning day in Kiski Area School District
https://www.wtae.com/article/water-main-break-leads-to-2-hour-delay-in-kiski-area-school-
district/45078699

WTAE: Active water outage in Trafford
https://www.wtae.com/article/trafford-water-outage/45070109

WPXI: Kiski Area School District operating virtually due to water main break
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/kiski-area-school-district-operating-2-hour-delay-due-water-main-
break/PRKI7B2LYJATZJOISUTM4ROKRQ/

State Impact PA: State amphibian may get another shot at federal protections
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2023/09/11/state-amphibian-may-get-another-shot-at-
federal-protections/

Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Blog: COLUMN: HELLBENDER RULING A NEEDED STEP TOWARD
BETTER PROTECTIONS, BUT THERE IS STILL MUCH TO BE DONE
http://www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/blog/column-hellbender-ruling-a-needed-step-toward-
better-protections-but-there-is-still-much-to-be-done

Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Blog: Study: Coal waste in foundation of legacy island on Susquehanna
River a reminder of our long-term impact
http://www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/blog/study-coal-waste-in-foundation-of-legacy-island-
on-susquehanna-river-a-reminder-of-our-long-term-impact

Miscellaneous

Lancaster Newspapers: Fracking revenues fund 12 years of environmental projects in Lancaster County
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/fracking-revenues-fund-12-years-of-environmental-projects-in-
lancaster-county-lancaster-watchdog/article 029ebd74-4e49-11ee-a7e1-9734faadbdd7.html

DV Journal: Lower Makefield Misses RTK Date for Flood Victims
https://delawarevalleyjournal.com/67794-2/

Daily Local News: Quadratec passes the halfway point of trail cleanup effort
https://www.dailylocal.com/2023/09/11/quadratec-passes-the-halfway-point-of-trail-cleanup-effort/
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