
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If you need access to these clips, email me at trisfergus@pa.gov  
 
Top DEP Stories 
   
Delaware Riverkeeper: Riverwatch September 22, 2023 
https://youtu.be/m_Gmy7Rhwd0?si=1WJt1CY8KajihkgP 
 
PA Environmental Digest Blog DEP Announced $38.76 Million In Funding For 6 Abandoned Mine 
Reclamation Projects In 5 Counties; Next Round Of Applications Due Dec. 2 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2023/09/dep-announced-3876-million-in-funding.html 
 
Tribune- Democrat: DEP: Funds awarded for mine reclamation projects in Cambria, Somerset counties 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/dep-funds-awarded-for-mine-reclamation-projects-in-cambria-
somerset-counties/article_3c25d496-58c2-11ee-88e6-276f5955a97c.html 
 
Allegheny Front: PA.’S EXPANDED ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE POLICY GOES INTO EFFECT THIS MONTH 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-new-environmental-justice-policy/  
 
Sayre Morning-Times: Reminder: DEP public hearing on proposed Minard Mine slated for Sept. 26 
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_183f3584-54de-5d26-940f-d5f1e749c3d9.html  
 
WKOK: Funding earmarked for a water line at the AOAA 
https://www.wkok.com/funding-earmarked-for-a-water-line-at-the-aoaa/  
 
Mentions   
 
Bradford Era: Former DEP official joins Zefiro Methane 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/former-dep-official-joins-zefiro-methane/article_aecb4632-
58c4-11ee-ae99-3371bbf576ca.html 
 
Public: EPA And Lincoln University Expand Partnership To Include PA Department Of Environmental 
Protection 
https://www.publicnow.com/view/99FDDC8BF8D2C65FA9EB134C1342B9C470BFEFE9 
 
PA Environment Digest Blog: EPA And Lincoln University Expand Partnership To Include Department Of 
Environmental Protection 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2023/09/epa-and-lincoln-university-expand.html 
 
Morning Call:  2 years after sewage sludge proposed for Lehigh Valley farm, neighbors keep up the fight 
https://www.mcall.com/2023/09/22/lehigh-valley-sludge-fight/ 
 
Bradford Era: Former DEP official joins Zefiro Methane 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/former-dep-official-joins-zefiro-methane/article_aecb4632-
58c4-11ee-ae99-3371bbf576ca.html  
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East Palestine Train Derailment 
 
New Castle News: Conservation district offers mini-grants from railroad funds 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/conservation-district-offers-mini-grants-from-railroad-
funds/article_048347d0-5886-11ee-9d06-7b9281b5015c.html 
 
90.5 WESA: Biden says Norfolk Southern must be held accountable for Ohio derailment but won't 
declare disaster 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-09-22/biden-norfolk-southern-derailment 
 
WITF/AP: Railroads work to make sure firefighters can quickly look up what is on a train after a 
derailment 
https://www.witf.org/2023/09/21/railroads-work-to-make-sure-firefighters-can-quickly-look-up-what-
is-on-a-train-after-a-derailment/ 
 

Freight Train Accident in Bucks County 

UPDATED: Train, Concrete Truck Collide, Disrupting Roads & Rails 
https://levittownnow.com/2023/09/21/train-concrete-truck-collide/ 
 
NBC10 Philadelphia: Freight train hits cement truck in Bucks Co., impacts SEPTA train service 
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/transportation-and-transit/freight-train-crash-bucks-
county/3650839/ 
 
Climate Change 
 
PA Environment Digest Blog: PA Municipal League, Sustainable Pittsburgh Host Sustainable PA Annual 
Conference Set For Nov. 1-3 In Gettysburg 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2023/09/pa-municipal-league-sustainable.html 
 
PublicSource:Concern for my daughters’ futures steered my architecture practice toward environmental 
solutions 
https://www.publicsource.org/architecture-climate-change-passive-house-air-quality-pittsburgh-
allegheny/ 
 
WHYY: ‘Organizing works’: Young Philly activists are excited about American Climate Corps 
https://whyy.org/articles/american-climate-corps-environment-activists/amp/ 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Pennlive: State game lands driving tour schedule for October announced by Pa. Game Commission 
https://www.pennlive.com/outdoors/2023/09/state-game-lands-driving-tour-schedule-for-october-
announced-by-pa-game-commission.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Five (more) fall hikes near and far from Philadelphia 
https://www.inquirer.com/life/outdoors/hiking-fall-autumn-leaves-pennsylvania-newjersey-hikes-
20230922.html?query=five%20(more)%20fall%20hikes%20and%20far%20from%20philadelphia 

https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/conservation-district-offers-mini-grants-from-railroad-funds/article_048347d0-5886-11ee-9d06-7b9281b5015c.html
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/conservation-district-offers-mini-grants-from-railroad-funds/article_048347d0-5886-11ee-9d06-7b9281b5015c.html
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-09-22/biden-norfolk-southern-derailment
https://www.witf.org/2023/09/21/railroads-work-to-make-sure-firefighters-can-quickly-look-up-what-is-on-a-train-after-a-derailment/
https://www.witf.org/2023/09/21/railroads-work-to-make-sure-firefighters-can-quickly-look-up-what-is-on-a-train-after-a-derailment/
https://levittownnow.com/2023/09/21/train-concrete-truck-collide/
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/transportation-and-transit/freight-train-crash-bucks-county/3650839/
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/transportation-and-transit/freight-train-crash-bucks-county/3650839/
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2023/09/pa-municipal-league-sustainable.html
https://www.publicsource.org/architecture-climate-change-passive-house-air-quality-pittsburgh-allegheny/
https://www.publicsource.org/architecture-climate-change-passive-house-air-quality-pittsburgh-allegheny/
https://whyy.org/articles/american-climate-corps-environment-activists/amp/
https://www.pennlive.com/outdoors/2023/09/state-game-lands-driving-tour-schedule-for-october-announced-by-pa-game-commission.html
https://www.pennlive.com/outdoors/2023/09/state-game-lands-driving-tour-schedule-for-october-announced-by-pa-game-commission.html
https://www.inquirer.com/life/outdoors/hiking-fall-autumn-leaves-pennsylvania-newjersey-hikes-20230922.html?query=five%20(more)%20fall%20hikes%20and%20far%20from%20philadelphia
https://www.inquirer.com/life/outdoors/hiking-fall-autumn-leaves-pennsylvania-newjersey-hikes-20230922.html?query=five%20(more)%20fall%20hikes%20and%20far%20from%20philadelphia


 
Observer- Reporter: This year's leaf-peeping season should be spectacular 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/this-years-leaf-peeping-season-should-be-
spectacular/article_4384fd6a-5891-11ee-bf0c-873d4d3d5079.html 
 
Observer- Reporter: Garden club to meet 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/garden-club-to-meet/article_532ce012-58b3-11ee-
bdca-0bff96059640.html 
 
Allegheny Front: ‘PITTSBURGH COUNTY FAIR’ COVERS A LOT OF URBAN FARMING GROUND 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pittsburgh-county-fair-covers-a-lot-of-urban-farming-ground/ 
 
Allegheny Front: REGENERATIVE FARMING AND SOIL HEALTH PRACTICES ARE TAKING ROOT NEAR 
PITTSBURGH 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/timberwolf-orchard-pittsburgh-regenerative-farming-soil-health/ 
 
Sayre Morning Times: Eels invade area classrooms 
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_8cce2639-375f-5f27-a422-2b9b814b15fb.html     
 
Milton Standard-Journal: Dam deflation to begin 
https://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article_1160d913-4835-5a83-831f-8ee9488bc2b3.html  
 
Drought 
 
FOX43: York County enacts 15-day burn ban 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/york-county/york-county-enacts-15-day-burn-ban-weather-
environment-community-york-county/521-22992dcc-9785-49d4-b10c-84aa07466d3a 

Energy 
 
Indiana Gazette: PA funding electric vehicle charging stations in multiple locations 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/pa-funding-electric-vehicle-charging-stations-in-multiple-
locations/article_c9ef1f6f-537b-5d43-8813-4110ba1ca670.html 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: PA Turnpike gets first federal grants to install EV charging stations at service 
plazas 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2023/09/22/pa-turnpike-gets-first-federal-grants-to-install-ev-
charging-stations-at-service-plazas/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: NETL’s Pittsburgh innovation could end up decarbonizing U.S. Steel’s Mon 
Valley Works 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/09/21/netl-pittsburgh-mon-valley-works-
decarbonization.html?cx_testId=40&cx_testVariant=cx_37&cx_artPos=0#cxrecs_s 
 
Pittsburgh Post- Gazette: Testimony continues Friday in court battle to delay — and ultimately stop — 
an implosion in Springdale 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2023/09/21/cheswick-generating-implosion-
smokestacks-damage/stories/202309210134 
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WTAE: Second implosion postponed at old Cheswick power plant 
https://www.wtae.com/article/cheswick-power-plant-second-implosion-canceled/45213799 
 
Allegheny Front: AS RENEWABLES GROW, QUESTIONS REMAIN FOR UTILITIES AND REGULATORS 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/as-renewables-grow-questions-remain-for-utilities-and-regulators/ 
 
Pittsburgh Courier: Pittsburgh area expanding EV charging accessibility with several recent projects 
https://newpittsburghcourier.com/2023/09/22/pittsburgh-area-expanding-ev-charging-accessibility-
with-several-recent-projects/ 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Bradford Era: ARG gives Watson Institute fellows business advice 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/arg-gives-watson-institute-fellows-business-
advice/article_8fb8b11c-58d8-11ee-888f-fb0bbcd19470.html 
  
Physicians for Social Responsibility Pennsylvania: Lois Bower-Bjornson, Washington County 
https://youtu.be/xjju43MQqzs?si=KKXAClXvdOaekUW3 
 
Physicians for Social Responsibility Pennsylvania: Equitrans Midstream Steelhead Compressor Station, 
Washington County, PA 
https://youtu.be/ICTzjGXTsoU?si=VlAMl7ryB5buTSEl 
 
Tribune- Democrat: Gas odor forces building evacuation 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local_news/gas-odor-forces-building-evacuation/article_a71a8636-
589d-11ee-b788-6f9244db8f4c.html 
 
Waste 
 
York Daily Record: Trash bills to go up as York County Solid Waste Authority increases tipping fee 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2023/09/21/york-county-solid-waste-authority-increases-
tipping-fee-garbage-bills-increase/70923506007/ 
 
PA Environment Digest Blog: PA Resources Council: Registration Open For Weekday Electronics Waste 
Collection In Allegheny County 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2023/09/pa-resources-council-registration-open.html 
 
Water 
 
Corry Journal: Possible sewer project has estimated cost of $39 million 
https://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article_48b4f608-57f8-11ee-b63a-2f36617b8604.html 
 
Meadville Tribune: Water tank relining expected to go ahead next month 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/local_news/water-tank-relining-expected-to-go-ahead-next-
month/article_116b9306-58e7-11ee-ad9e-1b06a517c171.html 
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Meadville Tribune: Details announced for proposed water sale at planned Conneaut Lake development 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/details-announced-for-proposed-water-sale-at-planned-
conneaut-lake-development/article_ac41a3d4-58ab-11ee-909c-f772eedd6e4f.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Boil water advisory extended after second water main break in Manor Township 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/boil-water-advisory-extended-after-second-water-main-break-
in-manor-township/article_f717ddea-58a8-11ee-83ed-83777d5757f1.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: How Silvopasture Benefits Both Livestock and the Environment 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/conservation/how-silvopasture-benefits-both-
livestock-and-the-environment/article_275eeeec-5711-11ee-9cf1-830b8ff4e839.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Farmer Upcycles Empty Manure Tank Into Pickleball Court 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/country-life/family/farmer-upcycles-empty-manure-tank-into-
pickleball-court/article_5b09dfb6-58a8-11ee-9e3b-4bc424734c6d.html 
 
WFMZ: Maidencreek looks to prevent future flooding 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/maidencreek-looks-to-prevent-future-
flooding/article_71e46c5e-58fa-11ee-981b-c32cc99c5749.html 
 
Times Leader:  Two Wyoming Valley levee reaches, nearing accreditation restoration 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1620860/two-wyoming-valley-levee-reaches-nearing-
accreditation-restoration 
 
Herald- Standard: SCI-Fayette addresses water issues at facility 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local_news/sci-fayette-addresses-water-issues-at-
facility/article_cf014b9c-589f-11ee-8e5c-7f76ca8129f3.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Lycoming County Commissioners approve second round of ARPA water, 
sewer funds 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2023/09/lycoming-county-commissioners-approve-
second-round-of-arpa-water-sewer-funds/   
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Fall arrives in Philly at 2:50 a.m. Saturday. Here are some observations on the new 
season. 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/autumn-equinox-2023-fall-first-day-20230922.html 
 
Delco Times: From the Ground Up: Fall is in the air 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/09/21/from-the-ground-up-fall-is-in-the-air/ 
 
Times Herald: Norristown Garden Club launches new awards program for gardens 
https://www.timesherald.com/2023/09/21/norristown-garden-club-launches-new-awards-program-for-
gardens/ 
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https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2023/09/lycoming-county-commissioners-approve-second-round-of-arpa-water-sewer-funds/
https://www.inquirer.com/news/autumn-equinox-2023-fall-first-day-20230922.html
https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/09/21/from-the-ground-up-fall-is-in-the-air/
https://www.timesherald.com/2023/09/21/norristown-garden-club-launches-new-awards-program-for-gardens/
https://www.timesherald.com/2023/09/21/norristown-garden-club-launches-new-awards-program-for-gardens/


Stroud Water Research Center: Hillendale Elementary School Awarded Green Ribbon for Environmental 
Education and Sustainability 
https://stroudcenter.org/news/hillendale-elementary-school-awarded-green-ribbon-environmental-
education-sustainability/ 
 
Post- Gazette: Tens of thousands of ‘fat birds’ moving through Western Pa. for fall migration 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2023/09/22/birds-fall-migration-erie-presque-isle-
powdermill-bird-pa/stories/202309210100 
 
Tribune- Democrat: 'Another piece of the puzzle': Bottle Works breaks ground for pavilion, outdoor 
classroom 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/another-piece-of-the-puzzle-bottle-works-breaks-ground-for-pavilion-
outdoor-classroom/article_0fc763be-57ab-11ee-b1fb-f311d13b644f.html 
 
Lock Haven Express: CCEP holds annual meeting 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2023/09/ccep-holds-annual-meeting/  
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