
Well Permitting & Approvals 
 

Thomas Donohue, PG 



Authority? 

Most of our authority comes from: 
 

 Act 223 Pennsylvania’s Oil and Gas Act 

 Act 214 Coal and Gas Resource Coordination Act 

 Act 359 Oil and Gas Conservation Law 

 Act 394 The Clean Streams Law 



FEE CALCULATOR: 

 

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/minres/oilgas/2011Permitcalculator.htm 



1. Will the well be subject to the Oil and Gas Conservation Law? (If “No,” go to 2). 

  

 a. If “Yes” to #1, is the well at least 330 feet from outside lease or unit boundary?   

 b. Does the location fall within an area covered by a spacing order?   



2. Will the well penetrate a workable coal seam? If “No,” include justification and supporting 

documentation.  
>28 in. thick 

 

>100 ft. from the surface 

 

Laterally extensive 

 



3. If the well will penetrate a workable coal seam, and the well is a “non-conservation” gas 

well, does the location comply with the distance requirements of Section 7 of the Coal and Gas 

Resource Coordination Act? (At least 1,000 feet from all existing wells).  

  

 a. If “No,” is the required exception request attached? (Check here if re-working an 

 existing well: __ N/A)   

If well is ≥ 900 ft & ≤ 1000 ft from another well: 

     - need signed request by operator and signed acknowledgement by coal owner(s) 

If well is < 900 ft from another well: 

     - need signed request by operator and signed acknowledgement by coal owner(s) 

        + well record and completion report(s) (need elevation, producing intervals). 



Show all wells < 1200 ft 





4. Will the well be drilled at a location where the coal has been removed?   

Mine must be permanently sealed if drilling through a void 



5. Will the well be drilled through an active (operating or projected) coalmine, or within 1,000 

feet of the boundary? 

  

 a. If ”Yes,” print the names of:  Mine:   Operator:   

Find solid coal that meets the Pillar Study 





50 ft 



6. Will the well penetrate or be within 2,000 feet of an active gas storage reservoir boundary? 

  

 a. If Yes, print the names of:  Storage Field:   Operator:   



7. Is the proposed well location within the permitted area of a landfill?   



8. Will the well site be within 100 feet (measured horizontally) of a stream, spring or body of 

water identified on the most current 7½’ topographic map? 

 

 a. If “Yes,” is a request for a waiver (form 5500-FM-OG0057), and E&S control plan 

 attached?   



9. Will the well site be within 100 feet of a wetland or in a wetland? 

   

 a. Is the well site within 100 feet of a wetland greater than one acre in size?   

 If yes, is a waiver request (form 5500-FM-OG0057) and E&S control plan attached? 

  

Waivers & E&S Plans for streams, springs, bodies of water & wetlands 

to be approved by Water Quality Specialist 



10. Will the well be drilled within 200 feet (horizontally) from any existing building or an existing 

water supply? 

   

 a. If “Yes,” is written consent from the owner attached?  

  

 b. If written consent is not attached, is a variance request (form 5500-FM-OG0058) 

 attached?   





11. Will the well be located where it may impact a public resource as outlined in the 

“Coordination of a Well Location with Public Resources” form 5500-PM-OG0076? If yes, 

attach a competed copy of the form.   

Submit this form if the site will impact any of the following: 

 

•  Publicly owned parks, forests, gamelands & wildlife areas 

•  National or State scenic rivers 

•  National natural landmarks 

•  Habitats of rare & endangered flora & fauna & other critical communities 

•  Historical & archaeological sites listed on the Federal or State list of historic places 

 



12. Is the well site in a Special Protection High Quality (HQ) or Exceptional Value (EV) 

watershed?   



13. Is this well part of a development where you need an Earth Disturbance Permit for Oil and 

Gas Activities disturbing more than 5 acres? If yes, attach a completed Erosion Sediment and 

Stormwater Control Module or list the number and date of the ESCGP-1 Approval. __________ 

  

Expedited review  - Needs a PE, PG, or PLS seal. 

  - Must attend DEP sponsored training. 

  - DEP has 15 days to approve. 

 

Regular review - DEP has 60 days to review 

Questions on ESCGP-1? 

Contact an engineer in Pittsburgh, Meadville, or Williamsport 



SHOW ON PLAT: 

• Well & Onondaga Fm. Penetration 

• Topo mark & offsets 

• Courses & distances to 2 permanent   

identifiable points on gas tract boundary 

• Angle & course of drilling 

• Gas tract boundary 

• Gas tract acreage 

• Surface landowner(s) 

• Coal owner(s) & mine operator(s) of workable 

coal seam(s) 

• Names of workable coal seam(s) 

• Water supply owner(s) <1000ft 

• Courses & distances to water supplies <1000ft 

• TVD & TMD 

• County & municipality 

• Scale & accuracy 

• Target Formation(s) 

• Other wells 

• Streams, bodies of water, wetlands 

• Buildings 

• etc. 



PNDI 

http://www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us/ 

PNDI Receipt 

Threatened or Endangered Species? 

Special Concern Species? 

Submit to PA jurisdictional agency 

Obtain “clearance letter” 

Submit “clearance letter” with app. 

Notify PA jurisdictional agency 

Submit notification proof with app. 



Notifications? 

•  Surface Landowners 

•  Water supply owners with a supply ≤ 1000 ft 

•  Coal Owners & Mine Operators 

•  Storage Field Operators 

Must be notified by certified mail or 

sign here 



OBJECTIONS & CONFERENCES 

15-day objection period from the time the objection is received 

 

Act 223 Section 202 - surface owner & coal owner/operator may 

request a conference 

  - DEP shall fix a time & place within 10 days after a 

 conference request is received 

 

Act 223 Section 501 - any persons having a direct interest in the 

subject matter of Act 223 may request a conference 

  - Shall be held within 90 days after a conference

 request is received 



Submit cross-section for all deviated wells 



Water Management Plans 

(Submit for all shale wells) 

 Identify water withdrawal sources 

 Identify impacts 

 Identify wastewater sources 

 

 
Questions on WMP’s? 

 

Contact a biologist in Pittsburgh, Meadville, or Williamsport 

 



Special Conditions 

 Shale & Horizontal Wells 

 PNDI 

 Spacing 

 H2S 

 Wellhead Protection 

 etc. 



Timeframes After Completion: 

Within 30 days after well completion: 
 

 Submit Well Record & Completion Report 
 

 Submit Deviation Survey for deviated wells 

 

Within 9 months after completion of drilling: 
 

 Operator shall restore the well site 

 

 



QUESTIONS? 


