
Pennsylvania Water Planning
Shared Resource…Shared Responsibility



The 2008 Pennsylvania State Water 

Plan:  A Non-Traditional Approach

◼ Benchmark Plan sets vision for 
2008…2030

◼ Collaboration with 169 appointed 
Statewide and Regional Committee 
Members





“The Layer Cake Approach”

Data & Analysis

Pennsylvania Water Atlas
Statewide and Regional maps, Regional highlights, Simple statistics

State Water Plan Principles

Priorities, Policies and Recommendations



What will the State Water Plan do to 

enhance planning efforts in 

Pennsylvania? 

◼ Answer the following questions: 

◼ How much water do we have?

◼ How much water do we use? and,

◼ How much water do we need?

◼ Provide information to make more informed 

decisions



What Are We Trying to Protect?





Data, Tool Development and Use 

◼ Registration,  Reporting and Record Keeping

◼ Water Analysis Screening Tool





State Water Atlas



Statewide Priorities

1. Continue Data Gathering, Analyzing and 

Disseminating

2. Promote Integrated Water Resources 

Management

3. Encourage Innovative Technologies



Recommendations in the State Water 

Plan Include:

◼ Trend Assessment

◼ Integrated Water Resource Management

◼ Water Conservation and Efficiency



Otter Break

Yeah, let’s get 

to the good 

stuff!

Fascinating, but 

what’s happening 

in our region?



Great Lakes Regional Committee 

Priorities

Support legislation 

and other measures 

that will protect the 

quantity and quality 

of  water in Lake 

Erie



Great Lakes Regional Committee 

Priorities

Maintain the hydrologic integrity of  the region by 
evaluating and addressing land use changes and their 

effects on point and non-point source pollution, 
recharge, flow, and the surface and groundwater 
regimes and establishing the capacity to do so



Finalizing the 2008 State Water Plan 

Send to

DEP Water Planning Office

400 Market Street

Harrisburg, PA 17105

Written Comments by  September 30



Highlights of  the State Water Plan

◼ Sound science is the baseline for the Plan

◼ Statewide and Regional Recommendations and 
Priorities

◼ Water Atlas

All of  these elements provide data for more 
informed decision making



Next Steps: Beyond the 2008 

State Water Plan


