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• What is the Coastal Zone Management Program… 

The Federal Coastal Zone Management Program is a Partnership 
between 34 Coastal and Great Lakes States, Territories and 
Commonwealths. 

 
 Goals of the Partnership: 

To preserve, protect, develop, restore, and enhance the nation’s coastal 
resources.     

 
 Funded by US Department of Commerce, through NOAA. 

 
  Authorized by the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 



 

Coastal Zone Management Overview: 

 

• Coastal Zone = “the coastal waters (including the 
lands therein and thereunder) and the adjacent 
shorelands (including the waters therein and 
thereunder), strongly influenced by each other and in 
proximity to the shorelines…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 



• PA’s  participation in the Coastal Zone Management Program 
dates back to 1980, when it was accepted by NOAA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coastal Resources Management in Pennsylvania 



• The Delaware River Estuary  
 

112 miles in length, and traverses through 3 
Counties and 26 Municipalities. 

 

Two Coastal Zones exist in Pennsylvania: 





• The Lake Erie Coastal Zone  

76.6 miles in length, and is located in one County, and 
traverses through 10 Municipalities.  Approximately 925 
properties, with about 700 individual owners, are located 
along the Lake Erie Shoreline. 

 

Two Coastal Zones exist in Pennsylvania: 





Lake Erie CZ Boundary Expansion 



• 1,006 additional stream miles (*131) 

• 332,600 additional acres (*40,602) 

• 807 acres of fresh emergent wetlands (*438) 

• 1 new county (*1) 

• 23 new municipalities (*10) 

• 206,431 new Pennsylvania residents (*37,235) 
• * In the current CZ Boundary 

Expanding The Boundary Will Add 



• Pros: 

– Additional funding opportunities for your 
community and area 

– Improve water quality in the Lake Erie drainage 
basin 

• Cons: 

– The amount of grant funding for the area will stay 
the same 

– It will be a larger area to provide technical 
assistance 

Pros/Cons 



State CRM Priorities Defined by: 

– CRM Program Guidance – 11 Enforceable Policies  

– 309 Strategy – 5-year Priorities Document 

• Developed by CRM, approved by NOAA 

• 9 NOAA-Defined Enhancement Areas 

 

Both documents available on the CRM Website: 
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/river/reference/reference.htm  

PA Coastal Program Priorities 

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/river/reference/reference.htm


PA Coastal Program Priorities 

11 Enforceable Policy Areas (from Guidance): 

1. Coastal Hazards 

2. Dredging and Spoil Disposal 

3. Fisheries Management 

4. Wetlands 

5. Public Access for Recreation 

6. Historic Sites and Structures 

7. Port Activities 

8. Energy Facility Siting 

9. Intergovernmental Coord 

10. Public Involvement 

11. Ocean Resources (ANS/AIS) 

 

 



PA Coastal Program Priorities 

309 Strategy – 5-year Priorities Document 

9 Enhancement Areas 

Priority 

High Med Low 

1 Coastal Wetlands X 

2 Coastal Hazards X 

3 Public Access X 

4 Marine Debris X 

5 Cumulative and Secondary impacts X 

6 Special Area Management Planning X 

8 Ocean/Great Lakes Resources X 

7 Energy and gov’t facility siting/activities X 

9 Aquaculture X 



• NOAA funding $1.6 million/yr. for 2013 

– Determined, in part, by shoreline and population 

– Allocated approx. 60/40 DECZ/LECZ 

– $50K “soft” cap on individual awards 

• Annual grant cycle  

– Opens in August, closes in October 

• Local input through Steering Committees 

 

CRM Implementation: Grants Program 



Coastal Zone Federal Award: 2003-2012 



306/306A/309 Awards by Coastal Zone: 2003-2012 
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Awards Process: 

1. Applications submitted through eGRANTS 

• Distributed to local steering committees and CRM staff 

2. Evaluated by criteria established in Application 
Guidelines 

3. Applicant Oral presentations to the Steering Committee 

• Committee rankings submitted to CRM 

4. CRM develops final ranking and award amounts 

5. Final approval of grant awards by DEP Executive Staff, 
then NOAA 

See Handout (FY2011 List) 

 

CRM Implementation: Grants Program 



Grantee responsibilities: 

1. 50% matching funds, minimum 

• Cannot be matched by Federal Funds, generally 

2. Semiannual Performance Reports to CRM 

• Due Oct and April 1 

3. Final Report upon project completion 

• Final report must meet contract terms 

– E.g., provide geospatial data, etc. 

 

CRM Implementation: Grants Program 



CRM Implementation: Grants Program 

Delaware Estuary: Race Street Pier 



CRM Implementation: Grants Program 

Delaware Estuary:  

Lardner’s Point 



CRM Implementation: Grants Program 

Delaware Estuary:  

Coast Day 

 



CRM Implementation: Grants Program 

Delaware Estuary:  

Levee Plaza 

 



CRM Implementation: Grants Program 

Delaware Estuary:  

Silver Lake Nature 
  Center 
 



CRM Implementation: Grants Program 

Lake 
Erie: 
Liberty 
Park 

2011 

2013 



CRM Implementation: Grants Program 

Lake 
Erie: 
Liberty 
Park 



CRM Implementation: Grants Program 

Lake Erie: 

Four Mile Creek Fish Ladder 

 



CRM Implementation: Grants Program 

Lake Erie: Avonia Beach Park 

 



CRM Implementation: 
Grants Program 

Lake Erie:  

Erie Times News in 
Education 



CRM Implementation: Grants Program 

Lake Erie: Lake 
Sturgeon and 
Round Goby 
Research 

Lake Sturgeon photo-Rob Criswell, PA FBC Website 
Round Goby, PA FBC Website 



 

The PA Coastal Resources Management Program’s goal is to 
protect and restore the natural and historic resources of the 

Great Lakes coastal area and its watersheds 

CRMP Goal 



Contact: Don Benczkowski 
dbenczkows@pa.gov 

717.705.8028 

mailto:dbenczkows@pa.gov

