November 15, 2006

The Honorable Kathleen A. McGinty

Secretary

Department of Environmental Protection

16th Floor Rachel Carson State Office Building

Harrisburg, PA 17105

Dear Secretary McGinty:

          Council commends the department’s efforts in preparing the Final Decision Document for Reducing Mercury Emissions from Coal-fired Electric Generating Units.  All those involved in this effort did an exemplary job in preparing this important piece concurrent with the other regulatory and comment response documents.  Add to the mix that the mercury issue generated a record number of comments, and this was truly a Herculean effort.

          The department collected an extensive body of research and data, and we all were inundated with information, studies, and arguments, both pro and con, on the various aspects of the regulation.  Council, and especially our EQB representatives, found the decision document very helpful in deliberating the significant issues related to this contentious regulation.  

          We recognize the fact that preparing this document added to an already large workload.  However, we trust the department also found merit in the effort, and encourage you to prepare decision documents for all major regulatory and policy proposals, as both a means of sharing available information and clarifying and justifying the department’s decision trail.







Sincerely,







Cynthia Carrow







Chairperson

cc:
Joyce Epps

