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II. Petition Information _ Sobers Run Petition Upgrade, Bushkill Township, PA 
 
E. Narrative for questions #1-9  
1.  Watershed delineation 

 
Sobers Run (stream code 04646) is located within the Bushkill Creek Watershed, in Bushkill Township, 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Sobers Run flows approximately 4 miles south from it’s origin of 
spring seeps, wetlands, and vernal pools at the base of the Blue Mountain until it meets the Bushkill 
Creek within the heart of Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center (Jacobsburg EEC), a DCNR State 
Park.  The watershed is approximately 9.5 square miles, with an eastern and western branch flowing into 
the main stem of Sobers Run within Jacobsburg EEC.     
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2.  Current designated use of the watershed 
Sobers Run, a relatively small tributary within the larger Bushkill Creek watershed is classified in Chapter 
93 as Designated Use is a “High Quality – Cold Water Fishes (HQ-CWF)”.  The Existing Use is 
Exceptional Value (EV), Qualifier as Special Protection Survey, in the location of Basin to T-615 on 
7/19/06. Approximately 2 miles of the east branch of Sobers Run qualified as EV through biological data.     
 
3.  Requested designated use of the watershed 
This petition seeks to upgrade the entirity (watershed) of Sobers Run from HQ- to EV waters. Bushkill 
Township is requesting the upgrade of Sobers Run (main stem, east and west branch) from High Quality 
(HQ) Stream to Exceptional Value (EV) through the category of 4.2 (c): Outstanding national, state, 
regional, or local resource water in Chapter 93 Water Quality Standards.  The Township is requesting 
the upgrade as a priority recommendation of the Sobers Run Coldwater Conservation Plan (2005) to best 
protect the stream from both point and non-point source discharges, as well as best control encroachments 
on the stream channel. In the past 5 years, five additional plans call for the protection of Sobers Run 
watershed. The Township meets both qualifers by adopting coordinated water quality protective 
measures along a watershed corridor and coordinated water quality measures with real estate interests.   
 
Redesignation will enable the Township to obtain higher level of protection to coincide with revised land 
use regulations and ongoing land conservation efforts to protect the Sobers Run watershed.  
 
Chapter 93 antidegradation regulations will require that, when DEP reviews and decides whether to issue 
permits for activities in the area, the water quality of EV water will, without exception, be maintained and 
protected.  The upgrade of EV will not prevent development, but when and if development occurs, 
developers must demonstrate that any discharge will maintain and protect existing water quality of the 
stream.     
 
4.  Instream conditions technical data  -  The following information (tables) are excerpts from the 
Sobers Run Coldwater Conservation Plan (2005). Also see Appendix A in the back of this report for 
Macroinvertabrate Data provided in the Sobers Run Coldwater Conservation Plan.   
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5.  Existing and proposed point and nonpoint source discharges  
According to DEP records, there are no proposed point and nonpoint source discharges.  Northampton 
County Conservation District reported one active NPDES permit that they are monitoring for a Williams 
Transco Company natural gas pipeline expansion.   

 
 
6.  Qualifiers for designation as exceptional value waters 
In the Streams Existing Use chart on DEP’s EMAP site, Sobers Run is listed as Exceptional Value (EV) 
under Use Description from the Basin, Source to T-615 on Monday, December 11, 2006 – qualifier RBP-
Antidegradation.  This is a Basin delineation, which includes all tributaries draining into the segment 
described.   
 
In Chapter 93, Section 4.2 (c): Qualifying as an Exceptional Value Water, the water is an outstanding 
National, State, regional, or local resource water.   
 
Qualifer for Outstanding National, State, regional, or local resource water include local governments have 
adopted a coordinated water quality protective measures along a watershed corridor. 
 
Qualifer – Coordinated water quality measures- Bushkill Township Supervisors adopted the following: 
 
A.  Ordinance No.2005-01 was passed on April 21, 2005 by the Township of Bushkill Board of 
Supervisors to adopt an Offical Map pursuant to the PA Municipalities Planning Code.  "The official 
map provides designation of parcel boundaries, public recreation land, Township facilities, public paths, 
existing roadway classifications, and proposed greenways to be reserved for open space.  Any subdivision 
or Land Development Plan submitted to the Township must incorporate the identified features and 
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classifications." The Township Official Map designated a 150-foot buffer zone measured from the top 
bank of both sides of any stream which appears on the U.S. Geologic Survey quadrangle maps. 
Implementation of the official map to date includes 25.47 acres of woodlands and riparian areas in 
conservation easement (dedication of open space) to the Township from subdivisions with a total 
parcel area of 81.74 acres.   

 
B.  Ordinance No.2007-02, Bushkill Creek Watershed ACT 167 Stormwater Management 
Ordinance, approved on April 5, 2007, is in response to placing strict regulations on stormwater 
management in Bushkill Township.  “A comprehensive program of stormwater management, including 
reasonable regulation of development and activities causing accelerated erosion and loss of natural 
infiltration, is fundamental to the public health, safety and welfare and the protection of the people and 
the municipality and all of the people of the Commonwealth, their resources and environment.”  The 
purpose of the Ordinance is to promote public health, safety, and welfare within the Bushkill Creek 
Watershed (Sobers Run is part of the Bushkill Creek Watershed) by minimizing the damages and 
maximizing the benefits described in Section 102 of this Ordinance by provisions designed to:  manage 
stormwater runoff impacts, utilize natural drainage systems, encourage infiltration of stormwater, 
maintain existing flows and quality of streams, preserve and restore the flood carrying capacity of 
streams, provide for proper maintenance of all permanent stormwater management BMPs that are 
implemented in the municipality, prevent scour and erosion of streambanks and streambeds, and meet 
legal water quality requirments under state law, including regulations at 25 Pa.Code Chapter 93.4a to 
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Nazareth Area…2030 Multimunicipal Plan, 2006, Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission 

Land Use 2006 (in acres)  
Residential  4,953.8 (30.1

%) 
Commercial  108.9 (0.7

%) 
Industrial  57.5 (0.3

%) 
Wholesale & Warehousing  0.0 (0.0%) 
Transportation, Comm. & Utilities  715.1 (4.3

%) 
Public & Quasi-Public  69.5 (0.4

%) 
Parks & Recreation  2,603.5 (15.8

%) 
Agriculture & Vacant  7,968.4 (48.4

%) 
Total Acres  16,476.7 (100.0%) 

Area: 25.74 sq. mi.  

Population Density 2000: 271 persons/sq. mi.  

protect and maintain “existing uses” and 
maintain the level of water quality to 
support those uses in all streams and to 
protect and maintain water quality in 
“special protection” streams.  This ordinance 
shall only apply to those areas of the 
municipality which are located within the 
Bushkill Creek Watershed(s) as delineated 
on an offical map available for inspection at 
the municipal office.  The following 
activities are defined as Regulated Activities 
and shall be governed by this Ordinance: 
 A.  Land Development 
 B.  Subdivision 
 C.  Construction of new or 
additional impervious surfaces (driveways, 
parking lots, etc.) 
 E.  Diversion or piping of any 
natural or man-made stream channel 
 

 no portion of a site may be regraded between the Bushkill Creek Watershed and any adjacent 
watershed except as part of a “No Harm” or Hardship Waiver procedure   

 best management practices, operations, and maintenance shall be shown in a plan describing how 
each permanent stormwater BMP will be operated and maintained and the identity of the peron 
(s) responsible for operations and maintenance.   

 an Environmental Resources Site Design Assessment  
 Low Impact Development Practices, Alternate Approach for Managing Stormwater Runoff - to 

promote practices to minimize post-development runoff rates and volumes 
 
C.  Nazareth Area…2030 Multimunicipal Comprehensive Plan, prepared for the Nazareth Area 
Council of Governments by the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, January 2006. The plan includes a 
104 square mile area encompassing the Boroughs of Nazareth, Tatamy, Stockertown, Bath, 
and Chapman and the Townships of Bushkill, Upper Nazareth, Lower Nazareth, Moore, 
and East Allen. Eight municipalities signed an implementation agreement and are now in the process of 
making many of the newly recommended improvements. 

 Existing Land Use 
- Bushkill Township had the greatest loss (4,031 acres) in agricultural and vacant lands (1972-

2002) 
- Bushkill Township increased in residential acreage between 1992-2002.  More than 70% of 

the area’s increase in residential acreage was in Moore and Bushkill Townships 
- Wholesale and warehousing land use occurred in Moore, East Allen, and Bushkill Townships 

at a growth of 68.1 acres 
- Bushkill Township has 6,160.3 acres (37.4%) of woodlands out of total acres 16,454, Source:  

Measurements by the LVPC using GIS 
 

 Implementation 
- municipalities to adopt or amend zoning ordinances or a single multimunicipal zoning 

ordinance as follows: 
- The zoning maps should be revised as necessary to be consistent with the Future Land Use 

Plan map.  The Future Land Use Plan include the following land use categories: 
a. Environmental protection 
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b. Agricultural Preservation 
c.  Rural, 
d. Rural/potential Future Suburban Residential, 
e. Suburban Residential, 
f. Urban Residential… 
 

- the plan states that no development should take place in the Environmental Protection areas 
- regulations to prohibit development in floodplains, wetlands including a 50 foot buffer, Blue 

Mountain Natural Area, Slope of greater than 25%, 1st,2nd, and 3rd order streams and water 
bodies including a 50 foot buffer, 4th order and higher streams including a 100 foot buffer, all 
very high and high conservation value areas, all riparian woodlands (woodlands within 100 ft. 
of streams), all woodlands that are within other significant natural areas, and the Jacobsburg 
Environmental Education Center (a DCNR State Park)  

 -  zoning ordinances should provide for Conservation Design in those municipalities with areas 
designated as Rural, Agricultural Preservation, or Environmental Protection 
 -  municipalities will consider the establishment of a municipally funded program to purchase 
properties designated for Environmental Protection 
 -  municipalities will budget and provide municipal funding for the required match connected 
with the Open Space component of the Northampton County 21st Century Open Space Initiative. This 
program can be used to purchase properties designated for Environmental Protection 

 Open Space 
 -  support the establishment of conservation greenways and greenbelt corridors, along the 
Bushkill Creek, Sobers Run and other appropriate locations 

- Bushkill and Moore Township to follow the example set recently by Williams Township and 
establish a separate funding mechanism to preserve open space, important natural areas and 
farmland.  Both Bushkill and Moore have thousands of acres in natural resource areas that are 
recommended for preservation.  Two of the top significant natural ‘areas in Northampton 
County are found in Bushkill Township  

- Municipal officials will encourage landowners whose land includes waterways to maintain 
vegetated buffer zones along streams   

 Woodlands/Riparian Woodlands 
- woodlands that are part of the a natural area identified in A Natural Areas Inventory of Lehigh 

and Northampton Counties, Pennsylvania should be preserved 
- riparian woodlands and woodlands that, through combination with other natural features, are 

mapped very high or high conservation value should be preserved 
- when development is planned for wooded tracts, site design and development should 

maximize preservation of trees 
- Municipalities to adopt and enforce zoning and subdivsion  regulations to control tree 

removal and indiscriminate tree cutting during subdivision and land development activities 
- Municipalities to adopt and enforce zoning and subdivision regulations to preserve natural 

area woodlands, and woodlands that are mapped very high or high conservation value 
- important woodlands such as those on the Blue Mountain should be acquired by 

conservancies or State and local governments 
   

 
NAZ COG PLAN ACTION:  

- Adoption of an intergovernmental cooperative implementation agreement -8 municipalities 
signed the agreement; Bushkill Township signed April 7, 2007  

- Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) is the consultant hired to implement the plan by 
developing consistent zoning and providing changes to ordinances for the 8 municipality 
region in the Nazareth Area Council of Governments (COG)  
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Qualifer – Coordinated water quality measures with real estate interests 
D. Bushkill Township Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) - The EAC is a viable and effective 
conservation advisory body active in current municipal and land use planning efforts. Bushkill has a 
strong natural and cultural heritage and its members are motivated to preserve this. In the face of a 
growing population and a disappearance of open space, farmland, and greenway connections it is 
important to maintain the beautiful landscape. In May 2002, the Township began a GIS-based 
Environmental Resource Inventory (ERI) in partnership with the EAC along with a Bushkill Stream 
Conservancy watershed protection Growing Greener grant. Bushkill Township EAC members completed 
the on the ground detail work needed to identify key natural and cultural features and land conservation 
targets for the ERI. The ERI has been used as an important tool in planning for development in a way that 
protects the resources of the township.  
  
E.  Bushkill Township Open Space Program – During the November 2005 general elections, the voters 
of Bushkill Township approved the Open Space Referendum placed on the ballet by a 2:1 majority.  This 
referendum proposed a 0.25 percent increase in earned income tax of township residents to create a 
township open space fund specifically for the protection, preservation, and restoration of open space.  The 
ordinance to establish this additional tax was then developed, Ordinance No. 2005-9 adopted December 
22, 2005, advertised, and approved by the Township Supervisors.  The Township estimates $450,000 
annually to use for open space.  Township funds will be matched to the extent possible with funding 
through the Northampton County 21st Century Open Space Initiative, DCNR Community Conservation 
Partnerships Program, and the Lehigh Valley Greenways initiative.   
 
F.  Bushkill Towship Open Space Plan - Heritage Conservancy completed the Bushkill Township Open 
Space Plan, adopted June 19, 2007, Ordinance No. 2007-01, addressing the environmental resources and 
farmland preservation inventory.  Four public meetings/forums were held to explain the plan process and 
to collect public input which was used to develop Open Space preservation criteria and point system. 
Focusing on the purchase of conservation easements in addition to protection through regulation 
resonated strongly during the public process of the plan development. Plan recommendations included 
“protect critical habitats along the Bushkill Creek, Sobers Run… and their headwater areas…: and “the 
Township should plan to acquire specific properties or conservation easements, based upon the criteria 
established by the EAC”.      
 
Implementation of the Official map, the Township holds conservation easements on 25.47 acres of 
woodlands and riparian areas as dedication of open space from subdivisions out of 81.74 acres total.  
 
G. PPL Corridor Landowner Outreach – Heritage Conservancy conducted land conservation outreach 
to secure conservation easements or fee simple acquisition of high conservation value areas in Bushkill 
Township, specifically focused on the Sobers Run/PPL Corridor. This study was a recommendation of the 
Two Rivers Area Greenway Trail Plan (2005) to establish a multi-use trail and conservation greenway 
from Jacobsburg EEC to the Blue Mountain along a PPL Transmission line, adjacent to Sobers Run.    
 
Over 20 properites were identified for land conservation along the greenway and landowner outreach was 
conducted to buffer Sobers Run by clustering properties adjacent to the spine. Starting in 2006, 
conservancies advanced land conservation efforts over 250 acres. To date in 2008: 

 47.7 acres are in conservation easement 
 119 acres acquired along Blue Mountain near Sobers Run headwaters; to be turned over to PA 

Game Commission; 1 mile of trail right-of-way to be turned over to Bushkill Township 
 15.9 acres donated PPL Transmission line corridor along Sobers Run to Bushkill Township   
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Since Sobers Run flows along the proposed PPL trail and is an important water source to residents and 
wildlife, it is recommended that any necessary support be given to have the stream upgraded to an 
“Exceptional Value Waterway” 
 
A public meeting was held in November 2007 in Bushkill Township to educate residents on the benefits 
of land conservation, wildlife habitat, and environmentally sensitive trail development.  Of the nearly 40 
people in attendence the residents were supportive of the Township’s efforts to further protect the Sobers 
Run Watershed and PPL Corridor as a conservation and recreation corridor.   
 
In October 2008 the PPL Corporation donated 15.9 acres to Bushkill Township to establish a 
conservation and recreation greenway (as identified in both the Two Rivers Area Greenway Plan and the 
Lehigh Valley Greenways Plan) along Sobers Run. In April 2008 the PA Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources (DCNR) provided a $200,000 grant award to the Township to construct Phase I of the 
trail 3 miles from Jacobsburg to Route 512, with a bridge over Sobers Run. The PPL Trail will be 
Bushkill Township’s first rail-trail to enhance its residents recreational opportunities and quality of life.  It 
is a direct connection to the existing trail sections in Jacobsburg EEC which utilitze environmentally 
sensitive trail design and construction standards.     
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7.  General description of land use and development patterns in watershed 
 
The historical land-use in the Sobers Run Watershed has been primarily agricultural, including both 
livestock and crop farming, with some residential areas at the base of the Blue Mountain (Kittatiny 
Ridge).  The riparian woodlands serve as highly valuable buffers for water quality and habitat impacts 
from a rapidly changing landscape. One important land use of the Sobers Run watershed is that it has 
been largely wooded and has helped to maintain good water quality. Development, as currently regulated, 
would change that.  Urban sprawl, population growth, and an improved transportation system in recent 
years have shifted land-use throughout this region, converting the relatively poor agricultural lands, poor 
undrained soils, allowing land development with a reasonable amount of earthmoving and filling to 
residential development.  The Township has no wastewater discharge to Sobers Run at this time, but it’s 
conceivable that this could change with future development. Stormwater discharges are an inherent part 
of every subdivision development, in addition to direct impacts to the stream, wetlands, and vernal ponds 
with the installation of roads, driveways, lot clearing, and other land development activities.   
 
A level of threat exists due to the development threats and loss of critical watershed and riparian habitat. 
Bushkill Township has 6,160.3 acres (37.4%) of woodlands out of total acres 16,454, Source:  
Measurements by the LVPC using GIS. Unless the lands that provide groundwater recharge or that 
surround water supplies are permanently protected, the natural resources and water quality will be 
degraded by development.  
 
Current land use in Bushkill Township, based on data from the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 
(LVPC) 2006 data includes 16,476 acres total.  Primarily, 48.8% is agriculture and vacant, 29.9% 
residential, and 15.6% parks and recreation (includes 1111 acres in Jacobsburg EEC).  According to the 
2000 census, 6982 population, with a forecast of 8,562 in 2010 and 11,109 by 2030. 
 
Utilizing GIS figures from Bushkill Township EAC, total woodlands in the Township are 9.4 square 
miles, with 3.8 square miles in public ownership and 5.6 square miles in private ownership.  Woodlands 
within the Sobers Run watershed contain 6 square miles, with 2.5 square miles in public ownership 
(including Jacobsburg EEC and State Gamelands on the Blue Mountain) and 3.5 squre miles in private 
ownership. 
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In an effort to control the level of impact to Sobers Run and Bushkill Creek, the Bushkill Stream 
Conservancy, Bushkill Township Environmental Advisory Council (EAC), and its partners completed the 
Sobers Run Coldwater Conservation  Plan, the Two Rivers Area Greenways Plan and implemented the 
Bushkill Township Official Map to provide protection of the remaining riparian woodlands with the 
entire watershed of Sobers Run and adjacent areas of the Bushkill Creek watershed. A strong partnership 
and regional coordination exists with DCNR staff at Jacobsburg EEC and Bushkill Township 
representatives including EAC members, Township Manager, Zoning, and Supervisors.   
 
8.  Municipalities within watershed 
 
The Sobers Run Watershed is entirely in Bushkill Township.   
 
Contact (on behalf of Bushkill Township):  
Sherry L. Acevedo 
Resource Conservation Specialist 
Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor 
2750 Hugh Moore Park Rd. 
Easton, PA 18042 
610-923-3548 
sherry@delawareandlehigh.org  
 
9.  Locational information on a map 
See attached maps 
 
ASSOCIATED PLANS and SUPPORT INFORMATION: 
 
1.  Coldwater Conservation Plan (2005) Sobers Run  
Sobers Run is managed as a “Class A Wild Trout Waters”, and has long been a special local sport fishery, 
especially for flyfishing.  
 
The greatest threat to Sobers Run is from imminent land-use change and development within its 
watershed.  Stormwater runoff (quantity and quality) likely represents the greatest threat from such 
development 
 
Recommendations:  

 upgrade Sobers Run to Exceptional Value classification under the Pennsylvania Code Chapter 93 
Water Quality Standards regulations which will best protect the stream from both point and non-
point source discharges, as well as to best control encroachments on the stream channel – petition 
for stream upgrade Submitted to DEP 1/29/09 

 Bushkill Township to adopt the most feasible, stingent stormwater management regulations as 
part of their Act 167 stormwater management planning to protect Sobers Run from both water 
quality and quantity degradation problems.  Bushkill Township updated stricter stormwater 
ordinance on April 5, 2007 Ordinance No.2007-02 

 All ‘greenways’ identified on the Bushkill Township Official Map should be preserved through 
the procurement of easements, purchase of development rights, and fee-simple purchase, amongst 
other possible means for land preservation.  Additional environmentally sensitive lands within the 
Knechts Ponds, Rissmiller Woods, and Moorestown Wetlands natural areas, as well as other areas 
within the Sobers Run watershed, should be identified and targeted for preservation.  PPL land 
donation along Sobers Run 15.9 acres complete October 31, 2008 
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2.  Two Rivers Area Greenway Plan – prepared for the Two Rivers Area Council of Governments, 
completed January 2005 was the first greenways plan completed in the Lehigh Valley.   
 Upper Watershed Goals:  Areas to be protected as greenways in the Upper Watershed should 
include the following: 

- the 100-year floodplain 
- existing woodlands that are contiguous with riparian areas 
- existing wetlands and hydric soils that are contiguous with riparian areas 
- existing slopes greater than 25% that are contiugous with riparian areas 
- 100-foot buffers of perennial streams 
- 50-foot buffers of intermittent streams 

 
 Conservation greenways along the Upper Bushkill Creek and Sobers Run, including their 

headwaters areas, joined with Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center and Blue Mountain, 
can form a greenbelt in Bushkill Township around an area zoned for medium-density residential 
development.  

 
 Create conservation greenways along the Bushkill Creek,  Sobers Run (including all tributaries). 

Greenways should promote water quality and wildlife habitat protection and connectivity, protect 
riparian woodlands, wetlands and floodplains, work to improve existing riparian buffers, secure 
agricultural easements for farmland adjacent to these stream corridors, work with landowners to 
reestablish riparian buffers where they have been removed   

 
 Promote environmentally-sensitive development on brownfield sites near Sobers Run headwaters    

 
 Establish unpaved multi-use trail on PPL owned R.O.W. connecting Jacobsburg E.E.C. –DCNR 

Bureau of Facility and Design, Delaware and Lehigh National Heritage Corridor, Bushkill 
Township, and Collura Associates are working on trail design spring 2009 and expect 
environmentally sensitive trail construction fall 2009 for 3 miles of trail  

 
 Work with municipalities to amend zoning and subdivision and land development ordinances to 

protect greenways and to require the dedication of open space along greenway corridors, streams, 
steep slopes and other environmentally sensitive features. (high priority – continuous action) 

 
 A major role of municipal governments will be to acquire additional land for open space and/or 

recreation purposes.  This process may be as easy as requiring mandatory dedication of 
floodplains in new developments, or as difficult as raising property taxes to fund recreation and 
open space budgets 

 
 Adopt and enforce environmental provisions in the zoning ordinance, subdivision and land 

ordinance (SALDO), and floodplain ordinance    
 

 Create a greenbelt of the corridors along Bushkill Creek, Sobers Run, and incorporate Jacobsburg 
and Blue Mountain to promote sustainable growth in the Upper Watershed 

 
4.  Lehigh Valley Greenways Plan, prepared by the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC), 
adopted May 24, 2007.   

 31 Corridors were reviewed by LVPC staff  and the Study Advisory Committee, values were 
assigned for each component including rating factors, potential threats, and the number of interest 
groups. This evaluation advances the planning to implementation and enables more immediate 
protection and/or attention.  A conclusion of this evaluation ranked the Bushkill Creek Corridor 
as number one for early implementation based on detailed planning studies that have either 
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been completed or underway, high natural resource conservation values, and/or a high level of 
interest at the county or municipal level.  (page 94) 
Recommendations:  

 To create contiguous multi-use and conservation greenways within the Bushkill Creek Corridor 
through the protection and acquisition of high priority natural, recreational and culturally 
significant lands.  
- Preserve through acquisition or easement, the remaining high priority parcels not currently in 

public ownership or deed restricted within the Bushkill Creek Corridor.   
- Support wildlife habitat protection and connectivity by creating wooded conservation 

greenways along the upper reaches of the Bushkill Creek, Sobers Run, and all tributaries.  
Protect streams and natural floodplains of the Bushkill Creek Corridor by restoring riparian 
buffer widths of 100 feet along the main stem and 50 feet along all tributaries where feasible 
to undertake such measures.  Utilize a variety of native vegetation in all buffers.   

 
A NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY of LEHIGH & NORTHAMPTON COUNTIES, 
PENNSYLVANIA, The Nature Conservancy, 2002  
In order to plan the wise use of Lehigh and Northampton counties’ natural features, the Pennsylvania 
Science Office (PSO) of The Nature Conservancy (TNC) was contracted by the Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission to provide an inventory of significant flora, fauna, and natural communities in Lehigh and 
Northampton counties.  The following significant natural areas are all within the Sobers Run watershed: 
 

 Blue Mountain is the most extensive relatively contiguous area of natural habitat in the two 
counties.  It is one of the major corridors for the movement of biota in eastern Pennsylvania.  It is 
an exceptional natural feature.  The mountain is primarily upland forest it includes streams, seeps, 
springs, and vernal pools.  The riparian and wetland areas are improtant habitat for a wide 
diversity of plant species as well as for many groups of animals, including birds, reptiles, 
amphibians, odonates (dragonflies and damselflies) and other aquatic insects. It ranks high for 
local area significance    

 Rismiller Woods (Top priority Natural Areas) – an Ephemeral Fluctuating Natural Pools 
Natural Community and a good population of a PA Rare shrub species.  The wetland 
microhabitats makes the area excellent breeding habitat for amphibians.  The woods provide a 
forest corridor connecting Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center (DCNR State Park) with 
the Blue Mountain 

 Moorestown Wetland (Top priority Natural Areas) – includes marsh and shrub swamp, which 
are fed by gound water seepage.  It supports an animal species of special concern, and 
maintaining the hydrology is critical to its survival.   

 Knechts Pools – includes an Ephemeral Fluctuating Pools Natural Community, with at least 12 
vernal pools, and supports plant species of concern 

 Both sites of Rismiller Woods and Moorestown Wetland are sites of statewide significance for 
the protection of the biological diversity  

 
Lehigh Valley Greenways – The Lehigh Valley Greenways is a collaberative state and local partnership 
striving to conserve and connect people to valued natural resources in the Lehigh Valley through targeted 
outreach, recreation, education, and land protection 

 A two-county PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources (DCNR) Conservation 
Landscape Initiative that includes five sub-landscapes of concern incluing the Bushkill Creek 
Watershed/Two Rivers Area Greenway, Blue Mountain, Martins-Jacoby Watershed, Lehigh 
Valley Highlands, and the Jordan Creek Greenway 
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 Jacobsburg EEC serves as the hub for the Two Rivers Area sub-landscape and conservation 
efforts are focused to create a conservation and recreation greenway from Jacobsburg to the Blue 
Mountain, to eliminate Jacobsburg turning into an ecological island 

 Secretary DiBerardinis committed seemless technical and financial assistance towards the 
implementation of greenway conservation and development 

 Vision:  By 2015, greenways and trails connect natural and cultural resources across the Lehigh 
Valley linking urban areas to outdoor experiences, protecting watersheds, and retaining the rural 
character of the landscape, the region’s heritage and community 

  Lehigh Valley Greenways Implementation Block Grants Phase I-V – DCNR funding 
adminstered through the Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor (D&L NHC) received 
over $1.3 million to date to support the implementation of conservation projects in the Lehigh 
Valley.  LVG Block grant funding was awarded to Heritage Conservancy to complete the 
Bushkill Township Open Space Plan, PPL Corridor Outreach, and to implement the plans in land 
conservation negotiations and education efforts 

 DCNR funding over $1.5 million in Northampton County towards the acquisition or conservation 
easement of key parcels of land.  DCNR and Northampton County Open Space Program 
permanently conserved 200 acres of high conservation value natural resource parcels with an 
investment of $1 million mainly in Bushkill Township and the adjacent Plainfield Township 
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