Westmoreland County

Wetland W48
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wetland W48 is a 0.228 acre PEM wetland located within the permanent ROW and extends off ROW to the northwest and east.  The dominant vegetation consists of shallow sedge (Carex lurida) and reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea).  The wetland is associated with streams S173 and S174, Unnamed Tributaries to Sewickley Creek.  Stream S173 and S174 have a PAFBC classification as Drains to TNR, therefore Wetland W48 is considered to be an Exceptional Value wetland.  The proposed crossing method for construction activities is open cut.  Given its location in the ROW, Wetland W48 will be crossed by the proposed pipeline.  Excavation of the trench for the pipeline will temporarily impact the wetland, however it will be restored to pre-construction conditions following the Project’s Aquatic Resource Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Plan.  The temporary impact to Wetland W48 will not significantly alter any functions and values it may provide.

Although Wetland W48 is an EV wetland according to Pennsylvania Code, it is partially dominated by reed canary grass (an invasive plant species), and is small in size.  Tetra Tech does not think that Wetland N41 is a high-quality wetland.

