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Instructions on Downloading PA DEP Water Quality Network (WQN)
data from EPA’s Modernized STORET Database

1) Go to: http://www?2.epa.gov/waterdata/storage-and-retrieval-and-water-quality-exchange, select the
Get Data tab, scroll down to the Download STORET Data link.
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Water Quality Data Download

Water quality data is available in thres locations, according to when it was originally supplied to EPA and when it was originally
archived. The mare current database is the STORET Data Warehouse, and the older database which contains pre-1999 data is the
STORET Legacy Data Center (LDC for short). Users can query the Water Quality Portal which contains all data from STORET and
USGS National Water Information System (NWIS). In addition, STORET provides automated data calls via web services and links to
other user tools and applications.

On this tab:

» The STORET Data Warchouse
+ The STORET Legacy Data Center
» Water Quality Portal
arehouse Web Services
s and Applications

The STORET Data Warehouse
All data supplied to EPA since January 1, 1999 have been placed in the STORET Data Warshouse.

+ Biological Results

* Habitat Results

+ Physical/Chemical Results
* Metrics

+ Indices

The STORET Data Warehouse is currently receiving new data on a regular basis, induding data being submitted via Water Quality
Exchange (WQX) and will continue to do so for the foreseeable future. Downloads performed for the same sites may differ over
time as a result of the addition of new data by their owners.

The STORET Datz Warehouse is EPA's repository of the water quality monitoring data collected by water resource management
groups across the country. Thess organizations, including states, tribes, watershed groups, other federal agencies, voluntesr
groups and universities, submit data to the STORET Warehouse in order to make their data publically accessible. Data can then be
re-used for analysis.

Download STORET Dara

(For assistance please contact the STORET helpdask)

2) When the new webpage opens, under Geographic Location choose, set Option A to Pennsylvania or
leave the default All.

3) Under Organization, Station, & Project, choose Option 3 and set the ORG ID to 21PA_WQX by using the
Organization Name drop down box. Leave the Search Type defaulted to Search by Station ID and type
WQNO0% into the Search String box. Click Search Stations. A list of all WQN stations in the database
will appear. Use Ctrl to select multiple stations. You can also enter the exact WQN number if you have

a specific station you are interested in.
4) Under Station Type, leave the default as Select All

5) Under Date, Administrative Filters, set the Activity Start Date range for the period of interest or leave
default.
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6) Leave the Activity Medium and Activity Intent and Community Sampled as defaulted.

7) Under Characteristic, it is best to leave this blank so all parameters are pulled. A specific parameter
can be chosen but be sure the correct Characteristic Name is used.

8) A specific Characteristic Group Type can be chosen or left blank.

9) Under Data Download Report, click Result Download to obtain your data. There are options to
exclude certain data types or to only download station information.

10) A new results page will appear, before selecting Immediate or Overnight Batch Processing, scroll down
and review the choices under Select Data Elements for Report(s). Check Station Name in the left
column and Additional Anal Proc Info in the center column. Other items can be selected; however,
data may not be available for the WQN stations.

11) Follow the download instructions on the website.



